BLACKSTONE-MILLVILLE REGIONAL DISTRICT SCHOOL COMMITTEE

Frederick W. Hartnett Middle School
Thursday, November 3, 2016
7:00 PM

Included in this transmission is the following:

. Opening of Meeting
a. Call to Order
b. Pledge of Allegiance
c. Introduction of Members

Il. Report of Student Representatives
a. Brittany Dwyer
b. Jack Keefe

lll. Public Forum

IV. Consent Agenda A
a. Warrants
b. Field Trips
c. Minutes of Meeting
a. October 20, 2016

V. School Committee
a. Sub-committee Update

VI. Report of the Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent
a. Personnel Update
b. Loretta Braverman — Special Education Presentation and School Improvement
Plan
MCAS/PARCC Results, Part 1
Elementary Report Card Update
Dr. Paul Haughey - Millville Elementary School Improvement Plan
Water Sampling Update
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VIil. Public Forum
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Vill. School Committee Forum

Mrs. Erin P. Vinacco, Chair

Mrs. Wendy L. Greenstein, Vice Chair
Ms. Tara Larkin, District Secretary
Mrs. Jane Reggio, District Treasurer
Mr. William F. Chaplin, Jr., Member
Mr. Steven J. Tringali, Member

Ms. Jo-Anne Watson, Member

Ms. Georgette A. Jarret, Member

SQ P o0 T

IX. Upcoming Meetings
a. November 17, 2016 — Public Meeting

X. Adjournment

The items listed on this agenda are those reasonably anticipated by the Chair to be discussed at the
meeting. Not all items may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for
discussion to the extent permitted by law.
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BLACKSTONE-MILLVILLE
REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
ALLEN W. HIMMELBERGER
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

MEMO
TO: Blackstone-Millville Regional School Committee
RE: School Committee 11-3-16, Consent Agenda A

DATE: November 3, 2016

Recommended Consent Agenda A — Items

1. Warrants
a. Payroll
i. Move to approve payroll voucher numbers: 10 and 1009 as submitted by
the Superintendent of Schools
b. Payables
i. Move to approve the payable voucher numbers: General 1889, Café
1890, and Health Reimbursement 1888 as submitted by the
Superintendent of Schools
2. Field Trips

a. Mrs. Nneji, Ms. Morgan and Ms. Carpentier requesting field trip for Grade 2 to
New England Agquarium, Boston — Wednesday, May 10, 2017

b. Ms. Olbrys requesting field trip for Grade K to Davis Farmland, Sterling, MA —
Thursday, May 18, 2017

c. Ms. Rosenbaum requesting field trip for Grade 1 to Roger William Park Zoo,
Providence. Rl — Thursday, June 1, 2017

d. Mrs. Faulkner and Miss. Uppstrom requesting field trip for Grade 5 to Boston
Public Library — Wednesday, June 7, 2017

e. Mrs. Shafer and Ms. Carr requesting field trip for Grade 4 to Boston Museum of
Science — Friday, June 9, 2017

i. Move to approve field trip for Grade 2 to New England Aquarium, as
recommended by the Superintendent of Schools

ii. Move to approve field trip for Grade K to Davis Farmland, as
recommended by the Superintendent of Schools



3. Minutes

Move to approve field trip for Grade 1 to Roger Williams Park Zoo, as
recommended by the Superintendent of Schools

Move to approve field trip for Grade 5 to Boston Public Library, as
recommended by the Superintendent of Schools

Move to approve field trip for Grade 4 to Boston Museum of Science, as
recommended by the Superintendent of Schools

Move to approve the school committee minutes of October 20, 2016.
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BLACKSTONE-MILLVILLE REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
176 LINCOLN STREET ML NN BEREEE
BLACKSTONE, MASSACHUSETTS 01504 N ——

(508) 883-4400 OPTION #9 (508) 883-9892 FAX LINE AR SRR RRRNTRr PO
Website: www.bmrsd.net

October 31, 2016

To the Students, Families, and Staff of Blackstone-Millville Regional School District:

During recent lead and copper sampling, some water taps at our school had lead and copper
levels that exceed the Massachusetts Action Level for lead and the Massachusetts and federal
Action Level for copper in drinking water at schools and early education and child care facilities.
See sample results on page 3. The Massachusetts Action Level for lead in drinking water is 0.015
milligrams per liter (also known as parts per million). The Massachusetts and federal Action
Level for copper in drinking water is 1.3 milligrams per liter (also known as parts per million).

We would like to inform you about our plans to reduce potential exposure to lead and copper in
drinking water at our school.

Lead is not believed to be in our water source but plumbing and fixtures in our buildings may
contain lead, resulting in an increase in the lead content in tap water. Exposure to lead is a
concern because lead is a toxic metal that has a range of adverse health effects.

Copper is also not believed to be in our water source but plumbing and fixtures in our buildings
may contain copper, resulting in an increase in the copper content in tap water. The same
mechanisms that cause plumbing to contribute lead to drinking water may also contribute
copper.

Copper is a necessary micronutrient and is needed in small “trace” amounts for good health but
too much copper in the diet or in drinking water may cause adverse health effects. Some people
who consume drinking water with copper in excess of the EPA action level may experience
nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, and stomach cramps. However, most people are unlikely to
experience health problems from exposure to modestly elevated copper levels in drinking water
because the human body has a natural mechanism for maintaining the proper level of copper in
it. People with Wilson's disease, children less than one year old, and individuals with liver
disease cannot eliminate excess copper from their bodies as well and are more likely to
experience negative health effects on the liver and kidney from short-term exposure to copper
levels that exceed the EPA’s action level. See the MassDEP Fact Sheet on copper and your
health at http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/dep/water/drinking/alpha/a-thru-h/copperfs.pdf

The administration takes these results very seriously and is moving immediately to safeguard
the health of the students, faculty and staff. The following information describes steps we are
taking to address the issue of lead and copper in the water.

To safeguard our students and other sensitive individuals (including woman who are pregnant or
nursing), our school is working closely and cooperatively with MassDEP and others and taking
actions as follows:



BLACKSTONE-MILLVILLE REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
175 LINCOLN STREET A e B HIMMPLBERCER
BLACKSTONE, MASSACHUSETTS 01504 -

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
(508) 883-4400 OPTION #9 (508) 883-9892 FAX LINE ? .
Website: www.bmrsd.net

What we are doing:
1. We have removed from service all taps with lead or copper levels over the Action
Level.

2. We are implementing a public information process that will include distribution of
outreach material to all students, parents, teachers, staff and local officials.

3. We have developed a sampling plan to conduct testing at outlets (faucets, water
fountains, etc.) where students and staff get water for drinking, beverage preparation
and cooking.

4. We are implementing a flushing and water usage plan to safeguard against lead and
copper exposure from drinking water in the school at outlets that are found to be
above the Action Levels for lead and copper. This includes the daily flushing of water
fountains and/or faucets at sinks and the limitation of water consumption to cold-
water faucets for food and beverage preparation.

5. Through periodic reports, we will keep you informed as to the progress of our efforts.
These reports will serve to let you know what has been done and what is being done to
safeguard against lead and copper exposure from drinking water at our school.

A Reminder: The water system at the school is not unlike water systems found in other
buildings. Older plumbing systems and fixtures, especially, can contain lead pipes or solder that
can allow lead to enter tap water. Plumbing systems also contain copper. If you have questions
about lead or copper in your home’s water supply, and are using a private well, you can have
your water tested. If you are receiving water from a public water system (i.e., if you pay a water
bill} you can call your local water department for information or check the Consumer Confidence
Report sent out by the public water supplier annually.

Sincerely, : )

Allen Himmelberg
Superintendent of Schools

Modified from EPA’s "3T's for Reducing Lead in Drinking Water in Schools: Revised Technical
Guidance



