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Art courses offered to students in grades 6-8 emphasize the development of creativity, 

problem-solving, and critical thinking skills through a wide variety of hands on activities 

and class discussions. Students will brainstorm and plan projects through multiple stages, 

as well as reflecting on their own work and that of others.  

 

6
th

 grade: 

Students will examine how the illusion of depth is indicated on flat surfaces through the 

use of linear and aerial perspective, and will consider design and function as they design 

buildings in perspective. Students will compare and contrast painting styles through art 

history as they begin to identify the range of colors, symbols, and textures used to 

represent subject matter. Finally, students will complete a paper mache sculpture activity 

which will involve brainstorming ideas, presenting sketches, constructing an armature, 

and combining found materials to create a 3 dimensional version of their idea.  

 

7
th

 grade: 

Students will focus on observation techniques and craftsmanship, learning how to draw 

what they see through direct observation, and will use mixed media, illustration, and 

abstraction to build upon drawing exercises. Color theory and color relationships will be 

introduced as students create paintings using 3D glasses and work with the pointillism 

technique. Finally, students will consider ways in which elements of art are used to 

communicate information in typography and illustration as they plan and execute a mixed 

media sculptural project.  

 

8
th

 grade: 

Students will build upon prior knowledge in art with a focus on refining skills using the 

elements and principles of art and applying these concepts to longer term assignments. 

Drawing and painting exercises will focus on an understanding of line, value, form, shape 

and space, which will be applied in the final reflective self portrait assignment. Students 

will expand upon prior color theory knowledge as they mix colors to create an advanced 

color wheel and will apply color theory concepts to a long term painting assignment.  

 

Exploring the Arts: 

Students will create functional and decorative art using a variety of ceramic and glazing 

techniques. Students will become familiar with materials and tools used in ceramics as 

they create their own stamps using textural objects, and then will learn hand building 

techniques as they create functional plates, bowls, and containers. Clay techniques will be 

combined as students create expressive clay figures. 

 
 

 


