
 With weather close to 100 F each day, the 
freezing cold Mediterranean Sea was a refresher 
to die for. I carry memories of these places and 
the interactions I had with the people every-
where I go. It brings inspiration into my day-to-
day life and changed my perspective on life. 

Record attendance at this 
year’s Haunted School
By: Caroline Cates
RCS Reporter
 
 On Oct. 25-26, Eric Swanson, the RCS band 
teacher orchestrated the Haunted School. The 
kids who make this happen every year are the 
RCS band and Jazz ensemble. The Haunted 
School event started in 2014 and has been go-
ing headstrong ever since. This well attended 
event helps the Band pay for buses to go on 
their annual trip to The Smoky Mountain Music 
Festival. As you got out of your car, there was 
the buzz of a chainsaw and boys in hockey masks 
chased you to the entrance. If you made it into 
the school, students in robes led you down the 
hall where you encountered many creepy clowns. 
Every so often there was a scream and someone 
jumped out at you. Then came cannibal corridor, 
high school girls with blood on their lips said 
they were hungry and followed you through the 
halls, lashing out every so often. Finally there 
was doll hall. If you were on the outside of a big 
group you were constantly being banged into 
lunch tables. In doll hall, people followed you 
with creepy masks and asked you to play with 
them. Finally, you were out and rewarded with 
nightmares for life! Many middle schoolers went 
in, but sixth grader Carmela Peeples was one 
of the only middle schoolers who wasn’t scared 
of the Haunted School. Peeples faced the dolls 
by agreeing to play with them and saying hi to 
everyone else. RCS is very lucky to have such a 
scary haunted house every year.

see ‘Haunted School’ on page 2
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Traveling is life changing
By: Peyton Weaver
RCS Reporter

 Traveling is something 
life changing for everyone. 
In July 2019, I was lucky 
enough to travel to four 
different European 
countries: France, Spain, 
Italy, and Greece - a summer 
dream to any teenage girl. 
 Spending a day walking 
the Paris streets. Seeing the breathtaking Palace 
of Versailles, with a garden I could truly get lost 
in for days. Waking up at 4 a.m., despite the jet 
lag pain, and hopping a train down to Barcel-
lona, Spain. Walking the streets of the city was 
like walking through a museum. The structure 
of Antoni Gaudí’s Casa Batlló, which inspiration 
came from marine life, jumps out at you like an 
illusion, giving you the feeling of actually being 
in the ocean. 
 Next stop was Italy. Descending from the plane, 
we headed to the ancient city of Herculaneum. 
Herculaneum, Italy was another city that was 
destroyed by the explosion of Mount Vesuvius. 
It is lesser known than Pompeii, yet much more 
damage was done to this city than any other. In 
fact, post-explosion, the city was no longer right 
on the coast and before it had been a famous 
seaport with the waterline right outside the 
walls. 
 Driving along the Amalfi Coast was a breathtak-
ing sight. At a bird’s height, you could see for 
miles, the roads molding against the mountains, 
the scooters zipping through cars- as if making 
their own lanes. Visiting the island of Capri, a 
place filled with vibrant colors, crystal clear wa-
ter, and a view of Mount Vesuvius on the main-
land was amazing. 
However, the island is most known for three 
rocks off the side inhabited by blue lizard. Ev-
erywhere else on the island they’re green but 
being isolated has turned them blue and into a 
symbol of good luck for the locals. The next day 
was Greece. We spent most of our time at the 
beaches and even taking a boat tour to a few of 
the islands. 



Haunted School

 For the past six years, RCS Bands have present-
ed the Haunted School, a hair-raising fundraiser 
that helps pay for the cost of buses to travel to 
the Smokey Mountain Festival in Gatlinburg, 
Tenn. All high school band students and eighth 
grade jazz students worked on the two-night 
event that brought in a record 638 participants. 
Included in the spooky offerings were roaming 
clowns, an insane asylum, cannibals, a zombie 
maze, a scary dollhouse and more. 
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Pumpkin Decorating Contest

 

 The RCS FFA and Art Club hosted their Annual 
Pumpkin Decorating Contest on Wednesday, 
Oct. 30, at 3 p.m. in Room 230. The winners 
of the contest were Eliza Ess, first place; Chloe 
Glenn, second place and Caleb Scott, third 
place. 

RCS student makes a          
difference in his community 
By: Jackson Solomon
RCS Reporter 

 Henry Vernon, Roxboro 
Community School (RCS) 
freshman, turned a 
personal tragedy into 
helping others after the loss of his mother. 
 Vernon’s  mother, Tina, died on Feb. 15, 2018 
from brain cancer. Tina was, according to Ver-
non, “very big in the community.” Vernon said 
she had a true love of children and volunteered 
at church. He added that, since his mother’s 
death, people he doesn’t even know have 
approached him and said how much she had 
affected them.  
 Tina Vernon is also remembered for collecting 
aluminum tabs for Ronald McDonald House 
Charities (RMHC). She did this starting in high 
school and continued when she was on the 
board of the Farm Bureau.
 Rmhc.org is the website for the Ronald McDon-
ald Charities. There, the organization says, “The 
mission of RMHC is to create, find and support 
programs that directly improve the health and 
well-being of children and their families.”

 Vernon says that his mother’s activity in the 
community and involvement in RMHC  is a big 
reason why he was inspired to collect tabs for 
the RMHC. 
 He said his mother would participate in “any 
kind of event that she could help at.”
 When asked what he enjoyed most about do-
nating to the RMHC, Vernon replied, “ I do un-
derstand how it is to stay in the hospital, not as 
me myself in the hospital, but I do understand 
how it is.” Vernon said he learned a great deal 
when his mother was in hospice. 
 For two weeks, he stayed with his mother 
every night. “I stayed up until 2 to 3  in the 
morning and got  up first thing in the morning 
and stayed with her until lunch. Then I would 
go back to my grandparents’ house and help 
Mr. Thompson on his farm.” After this, Vernon 
would go back to the hospital and do the same 
thing again. Vernon also added that he would 
sleep on a window couch at the hospital.
 “Don’t take life for granted,” said Vernon, add-
ing,  “A lot of people take a whole lot of things 
for granted nowadays that a whole lot of people 
can’t now.” 
 The tabs that Vernon collects can be dropped 
off in a bucket that he has set up in the 
Yanceyville Farm Bureau office. 



Interact Club selling               
Poinsettias

 
 

The RCS  Interact Club Poinsettia Fundraiser is 
now underway. Individual orders can be made 
until Friday, November 15. Interact will also have 
a booth at the PTSO Extravaganza on November 
16. All proceeds from the sales will be used for 
college scholarships. Plants will be available for 
pick-up at RCS on Monday, December 9, from 
3:30 to 6:30 p.m. 

Holiday Extravaganza offers 
unique shopping experience
 

 

 On Nov. 16, the Roxboro Community School 
PTSO will host its 14th annual Holiday Extrav-
aganza for Christmas shoppers who want to 
find unique handcrafted and specialty items for 
themselves or to give as Christmas gifts.
   Vendors this year include some long-time 
favorites and a few new faces. Pappy’s Custom 
Toys and Woodworking, Mary Kay Cosmetics, 
Rodan & Fields, Norwex, Scentsy, LulaRoe, 
Thirty-One and Pampered Chef will return. First-
time vendors include Kyndall’s Kakes, Bailey 
Jacobs Pottery, Sierra’s Shenanigans, and Doo-
dle Crumbs. 
 The Roxboro Woman’s Club will be on hand 
selling their famous plain and flavored pecans. 
The Roxboro Community School (RCS) Interact 
Club will sell poinsettias. 
 

 Animal Protection Society of Person County 
(APS) will have adoptable dogs on hand, as well 
as specialty pet items. 
 Barbecue chicken plates are available for pre-
sale only until Nov. 8, for $8 each. Tickets can 
be bought at the RCS front desk or from PTSO 
members. 
 Silent Auction items this year include a three-
month membership to Rox Fitness, a High 
Fitness Punch Card, a gift certificate from Old 
Country Club Steakhouse, a quilt square from 
Phil Holeman, a tobacco print from H.R. Long Jr. 
and  a $100 Gift Card from Footwear Plus. 
 Raffle tickets are for sale for $1 each, and prizes 
include 16 tons of gravel, a family portrait ses-
sion with Studio You, a Bulldog Gear Basket and 
a Cash Prize of $150. 
 A DJ will provide music for the event, and 
Santa will be on hand for pictures from noon to 
3 p.m. Homestead Florist is providing trees and 
decorations for the entryway this year. 
 PTSO members need donations of canned soft 
drinks and volunteers to help with set up on Fri-
day, Nov. 15, from 3:30 to 7 p.m. Volunteers are 
also needed for the event itself and clean-up on 
Saturday from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. To volunteer, 
email rcsptso@gmail.com or see a PTSO mem-
ber. 

Available for $20 each are red, white, and 
pink Poinsettias in 10-inch pots with gold 
foil covers. Also for sale, for $12 each, are 
LuvUPink (pink double-flowered blooms) 
and Sparkling Punch (white with pink 
accents) in 6.5-inch pots with gold foil 
covers. To order, contact any Interact Club 
member or Kathy Oakley at oakleykb@
roxborocommunityschool.org. Payment is 
required by November 15.  Interact Club 
has sponsored the Poinsettia Fundraiser 
for College Scholarships since 2012. Se-
niors who are Interact Club members may 
apply for a scholarship, but the number of 
scholarships awarded depends on funds 
raised and level of participation in the 
club. In 2018, $1,400 in scholarships were 
awarded to three seniors. Last year, one 
senior received an $850 scholarship. 



What is confidence?
By: Grace Pryor
RCS Reporter

 Ever felt different, weird,
ugly, not beautiful? 
 I know I have. 
 I think we all go through times in life where we 
aren’t happy with who we are or how we look. 
For some it may be a long period of time and 
others may only feel that for little bits of time. 
 Confidence is a struggle for, I would say, 99 
percent of all teenagers. One moment we feel 
confident then the next we feel worthless. We 
may feel this because of who we are surrounded 
by or maybe because of something someone 
said to us. 
 The truth is, we are all insecure. I don’t care if 
you are a guy, a girl, you play sports, you’re in 
band, in drama, etc., we all have insecurities. 
The person that tells you something is wrong 
with you has insecurities too. Most likely, they 
are telling you that because they’re insecure 
about what you have and they don’t. Personally, 
I think putting others down because of how you 
feel about yourself is not the way to bring your-
self up. 
 We all talk about people behind their backs 
and sometimes say it to their face. But is any-
thing we say really helping us, making us hap-
pier? After we say something it may be funny 
but does it help us all? I mean when I’m around 
people that are talking about others I pretty 
much assume I can’t trust them. I’m not going to 
tell them anything if I know they will turn around 
and talk trash about me. So it’s probably the 
same way reversed. If someone hears me talking 
about someone they’re not going to trust me.
 The truth is someone is probably talking about 
you behind your back. But there’s no reason to 
ever let what others think affect you, because no 
one is perfect. They’re not any better than you.
 “Oh but they have so many friends.” Who hon-
estly cares, school and your social life in school 
is temporary, so why listen to the comments of 
some cruel, insecure person. To the insecure 
person, why? 

 There’s no point. I learned recently that talking 
about someone is pointless because I’m not 
perfect and neither are they. Why spend time 
coming up with rumors to hurt people? Is your 
purpose to hurt people? Is it because you are 
insecure? There’s no reason to be insecure. We 
all have flaws. But what’s the point of picking 
out each other’s flaws. 
 I know I’m tired of talking about people and 
tired of hearing people talk about others or me. 
I know we are all not going to be friends with 
everyone, and there’s certain people you can’t 
even stand to be around. But it’s literally only a 
few years of your life. And these are the times 
before becoming an adult. So why spend this 
time spreading negativity and constantly putting 
others down? It’s pointless. It only makes oth-
ers feel bad and it’s not making you any better. 
It doesn’t make you seem like a nicer person. 
Instead just live your life. Have fun and be con-
fident.     
 People are going to have different priorities, 
interests, and ideas. But why take time to put 
them down for being different from you? You’re 
different from them. What is normal then? No 
one. 
 We are all unique and often insecure for our 
differences. But every part of us that is different 
defines us. So be confident in your differenc-
es. Also, don’t be afraid to put others up. Tell 
someone they look good, because why not? 
How much effort does it take to say “Hey, I like 
your outfit.”? Wow, a whole five words. Five 
words that could make someone’s horrible day 
just a little bit better. We all have bad days, and 
you know a compliment would be nice on those 
days. Comments like those are simple things 
that increase your confidence.
Confidence is not simple, it’s a part of every-
thing in your life, how you look, how smart you 
are, how athletic you are, etc. So why are we 
taking more time to talk about others than to 
spend five seconds complimenting someone 
and maybe helping them gain confidence?

 


