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November 7, 2019

Dear BUSD Community,

Hello, Manahuu, Hola. | am happy to be reaching out to you as the newly appointed Interim
Superintendent of Bishop Unified School District. Thank you in advance for your patience during this
transition. | recognize that communication will be a priority for our school district and my hope here is
to let you know a little bit about myself and my intentions for the remainder of the school year.

In terms of my educational background and experience, | have a Bachelor’s degree in Child Development
from Cal Poly San Luis Obispo and a Master’s degree and Pupil Personnel Services credential in School
Counseling from Cal State Long Beach. | started my career as a School Counselor in Orange County, CA,
serving several elementary schools in Costa Mesa and Huntington Beach. | moved to Bishop in 2009,
where | took on a position as part-time School Counselor for Jill Kinmont Boothe School (JKBS) and Big
Pine K-12. After three years in that position, | received my Administrative credential from Sacramento
County Office of Education and moved into administration at Big Pine Schools, serving one year as an
Assistant Principal and two years as the Principal of BPUSD. In 2015, | transferred into the role of
Alternative Education Principal for BUSD. And until this past Monday, | have been happily working with
our district’s at-risk student population at PGHS, BIS, and KBS. | will continue in my role as Alt Ed
Principal this school year with the support of an awesome staff and retired Principal, Betsy McDonald.

| feel that my background in counseling and administration, and serving youth of all ages in our
community will serve me well in this new position. | value collaborative and informed decision making,
effective communication, and authentic relationship building. We can’t move forward without trust, and
| encourage you to please reach out to me with your questions, concerns, and celebrations as we move
forward together, as | will be reaching out as well. Let’s build on what’s working and look into what'’s
not; responding to and analyzing meaningful data and utilizing staff and family expertise to develop
steps that will push and support ALL of our students to achieve more. | look forward to meeting and
working with you this year, and helping restore this district to its fullest potential.

Respectfully,

S

Katie Kolker

Board of Trustees

Dr. Taylor Ludwick Trina Orrill Virginia Figueroa Dr. Claudia Moya-Tanner Katherine Zack
www. bishepschools.org
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7 de noviembre de 2019
Estimada comunidad de BUSD:

Hola, Manahuu, Hello. Estoy feliz de comunicarme con usted como el nuevo Superintendente Interino
del Distrito Escolar Unificado Bishop. Gracias de antemano por su paciencia durante esta transicion.
Reconozco que la comunicacién serd una prioridad para nuestro distrito escolar y espero poder
informarles un poco sobre mi y mis intenciones durante el resto del afio escolar.

En términos de mi experiencia educativa y experiencia, tengo una licenciatura en Desarrollo Infantil de
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo y una credencial de Maestria y Servicios para el Personal del Alumno en
Consejeria Escolar de Cal State Long Beach. Comencé mi carrera como Consejero Escolar en el Condado
de Orange, California, atendiendo varias escuelas primarias en Costa Mesa y Huntington Beach. Me
mudé a Bishop en 2009, donde asumi el cargo de consejero escolar de tiempo parcial para Jill Kinmont
Boothe School (JKBS) y Big Pine K-12. Después de tres afios en ese puesto, recibi mi credencial
administrativa de la Oficina de Educacién del Condado de Sacramento y pasé a la administracién en las
Escuelas Big Pine, sirviendo un afio como Subdirectora y dos afios como Directora de BPUSD. En 2015,
me transferi al rol de Director de Educacidn Alternativa para BUSD. Y hasta el lunes pasado, he trabajado
felizmente con la poblacién estudiantil en riesgo de nuestro distrito en PGHS, BIS y KBS. Continuaré en
mi papel como directora de Alt Ed este afio escolar con el apoyo de un personal increible y la directora
retirada, Betsy McDonald.

Siento que mi experiencia en el asesoramiento y la administracion, y el servicio a jovenes de todas las
edades en nuestra comunidad me serviran bien en este nuevo puesto. Valoro la toma de decisiones
colaborativa e informada, la comunicacion efectiva y la construccion de relaciones auténticas. No
podemos avanzar sin confianza, y les animo a que se comuniquen conmigo con sus preguntas,
inquietudes y celebraciones a medida que avanzamos juntos, como voy a llegar también. Construyamos
sobre lo que funciona y veamos lo que no funciona; respondiendo y analizando datos significativos y
utilizando la experiencia del personal y la familia para desarrollar pasos que impulsaran y apoyaran a
TODOS nuestros estudiantes a lograr mas. Espero reunirme y trabajar con ustedes este afio, y ayudar a
restaurar este distrito a su maximo potencial.

Respetuosamente,

Katie Kolke

Mesa Directiva

Dr. Taylor Ludwick Trina Orrill Virginia Figueroa Dr. Claudia Moya-Tanner Katherine Zack
www.bishopschools.org




