
Central S.T.R.E.A.M. Lab Opens! 

ENROLLMENT UPDATE 

Superintendent’s Warrior Report 

dents’ growth. We are working to 
foster children’s abilities to express 
themselves and problem solve in 
partnership with their peers. This will 
prepare them for their futures. One 
of the strongest benefits to creative 
play is the way it enhances social 
development and teaches students 
to work together to accomplish the 
desired outcomes.  
Technology is a great educational 
tool but it is not the only tool in our 
teachers’ toolboxes. The visits to the 
Idabel Central Elementary 
S.T.R.E.A.M. lab will provide stu-
dents the opportunity to control 
their environment by allowing them 
to exercise their powers of choice 
and decision making. Just like work-
ing adults. Idabel Central Elementary 
is “Preparing Champions for Life!” 

Idabel Central Elementary has com-
pleted creating a S.T.R.E.A.M. lab. 
S.T.R.E.A.M. stands for Science, 
Technology, Reading, Engineering, 
Art, and Math. With so much empha-
sis on technology in today’s students 
life Idabel Central Elementary was 
inspired to create more opportuni-
ties for students to participate in 
“creative play.”  
 
“Currently, one of the most concern-
ing aspects of raising children is the 
amount of time they spend in front 
of screens, whether it is TV, DVD, 
video, computer, playstation, etc.  
 
Imaginative and creative play is a 
more natural way for children to 
learn about the world and does in-
volve the whole body. Children ma-
nipulate and touch various play ma-
terials. They express themselves 
through play both verbally and non-
verbally. They use all of their mus-
cles and senses to move around. 
Actively using their large and small 
muscles as well as their different 
senses in play, children develop 
healthy, strong, and complete neu-
rological connections in their brains. 
“Encouraging Children to Play Imagi-
natively and Creatively” Kathy 
Eugster Pacific Spirit Play Therapy 

Resources https://
www.kathyeugster.com/articles/
article007.htm 
 
Experts agree creative play is ex-
tremely important in childhood 
development. “Creative play is a vital 
part of childhood and child develop-
ment. Through creative and imagi-
native play children can grow emo-
tionally, socially, intellectually, and 
even physically. Creative experienc-
es help a child develop these skills 
and enable them to share their 
thoughts, feelings and ideas. Expos-
ing children to creative opportunities 
contributes to, and furthers their 
development.” The Importance of 
Creative Play for Kids, The Little 
Gym Blog https://
www.thelittlegym.com/blog/2017/9/
the-importance-of-creative-play-for-
kids/  
 
This creativity also fosters mental 
growth in children by providing 
opportunities for trying out new 
ideas, and new ways of think and 
problem solving. There are so many 
benefits to hands on creative, imagi-
native play in the development of 
our children’s brains. Idabel Central 
Elementary strives to stimulate 
creative ideas and encourage stu-

district proving the suc-
cess is paying off and 
drawing students back to 
Idabel Public Schools.  
 
GO WARRIORS! 

Enrollment for the  
#ipswarriors is up 10 stu-
dents. When we compare 
the the count from October 
1, 2018 to the current year 
enrollment.  
This is important because 
our State Aid is calculated 
using the average daily 

membership of our district.  
It is still too early to guess 
our actual growth for this 
school year. All districts 
fluctuate this time of year 
with move in and no 
shows. 
Early enrollment reports 
are promising across the 
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Middle School Choir Director, Karla 
Clay, escorted the 2018-19 middle 

school show choir, “Champion Voices”  
to perform at the OSSBA conference in 

August.  

The #imswarriors did an outstanding 
job and was the only choir to receive a 

standing ovation at the conference. 

The Champion Voices choir traveled to 
OKC to perform Saturday morning for 
over 2,000 school board members and 
school administrators. The choir sang 
several selections from last year’s show 

to open the general session. 

#IMSWARRIORS  

CHAMPION VOICES 

Superintendent Teddy Wyatt of Coweta 
Public Schools sent a appreciation email 

to Superintendent Brown saying our 
students were “delightful to 
watch.” He also stated “It’s clear 
that your disctrict’s investment 
in performance art is providing 
experiences and relationships 

your students will treasure for a 
lifetime.”  He also boasted about 
the diversity of our choir and 
musical selections. It was a 
proud moment for Idabel Public 

Schools! 
 

#ipswarriors Share Special time for Students 

their animals with these amazing stu-

dents that continue to impress our 

community.  

The #ipswarriors with Exceptionalities 

really enjoyed the animals and the op-

portunity to walk in the show ring at 

the Fair. Fair officials will reportedly 

repeat this great experience in the fu-

ture. Preparing Champions for Life! 

Idabel Public Schools participated in 

a special program at the McCurtain 

County Free Fair recently! This pro-

gram provided for the students of our 

Special Services program to walk in 

the show ring and “show” animals 

with the county’s FFA students. 

It was a very exciting event to see 

our #ipswarriors FFA students share  

 

Choctaw Nation Supports #ipswarriors Students 

#imswarriors Choir at OSSBA 
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sessions during the day.  

#ipswarriors had 78 Choctaw students earn STAR 

Awards in 17-18. The Success Through Academic Recog-

nition promotes high levels of achievement by rewarding 

students’ academic success. 

The Student School & Activity Fund (SSAF) offers an 

annual $100 grant to purchase school supplies and clothing 

for Choctaw students possessing a tribal membership card. 

Students must be enrolled at an accredited school or 

daycare in order to receive funds. #ipswarriors had 207 

students benefit from this program. 

The Choctaw Nation is a valuable partner for the 

#ipswarriors school district. We look forward to the 

continuing collaboration in “Preparing Champions for 

Life!”   GO WARRIORS! 

The Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma has been supporting 

education within the boundaries of it’s 10.5 counties for 

many years. The #ipswarriors partnership with Choctaw 

Nation has supported Idabel students enrolled as Choctaw 

tribal members, financially and academically. This part-

nership actually benefits all #ipswarriors students includ-

ing students from other tribes. Choctaw Nation has many 

student services available to Choctaw members.  

The POSSE summer school program, STAR rewards 

program, financial reimbursements and the Student 

School and Activity Fund grant program, among other 

services.  

#ipswarriors had 240 Choctaw students in 2019 school 

year with 141 Choctaw students and 55 more non-

Choctaws participating in the POSSE summer school 

program (K-3) that #ipswarriors hosts in Idabel. Our 

participation in the POSSE program allows us to host 

summer school for all grade levels by covering some costs 

associated with staffing, training, and materials. 

The Choctaw Nation Education Division hosts an annual 

FREE professional learning conference and 29 Idabel staff 

members attended this summer. The conference was 

exceptional and had international speaker George Couros 

as the keynote. He also led several leadership breakout 



Idabel Public Schools Junior High All

-Staters joined a large contingent 

across the state to perform at the 

recent OSSBA Summer Conference. 

Mauricio Salazar, Jada Bell, Lauren 

Courtney, Lauren Robbins and Jona-

thon Wharry sang several selections 

with the full choir Friday morning in 

front of over 2000 school board 

members and administrators. It was 

a beautiful performance that sent 

chills over many.  

OSSBA gives districts the opportuni-

ty to showcase their students at the 

summer conference and Idabel Pub-

lic Schools joined in and gave stu-

dents an experience to remember.  

 

Preparing Champions for Life! 

Bond Vote Tuesday September 10th 
The Idabel Bond Issue vote is set to take place 

on Tuesday, September 10th. The polls will 

be open from 7:00 am to 7 pm in most polling 

locations. The District chose to close several 

polling locations due to less than 25 voters in 

those precincts.  

Early voting started on Thursday September 

5th and closed on Friday September 6th. 

#ipswarriors Superintendent Doug Brown and 

Assistant Superintendent Dr. Alan Bryant 

joined a small group and voted early last 

Friday.   

The District has sent out informational flyers 

and reminders to school district patrons to 

get out and vote. Channel 3 news covered the 

bond election and it is scheduled to air the 

night of the board meeting. Mr. Brown and 

Dr. Bryant have joined other administrators, 

coaches and sponsors in informing civic 

groups and citizens about the bond projects.  

These projects include updates to the 700 

hall, a new band hall designed by Danny and 

Teresa Bell and an all weather track/football 

field and stadium at the #ihswarriors campus.  

 

GO VOTE! GO WARRIORS! 

#ipswarriors at the Fair! 

#ipswarriors All-Staters Perform at OSSBA 
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McCurtain County pageant. They did an 

outstanding job representing our district 

and. “Preparing Champions for Life!” 

GO WARRIORS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ever building was represented at this 

year’s McCurtain County Free Fair. Each 

building had a booth in the Education 

Bulding. Primary South, Idabel Central 

an, Idabel Middle School Art and Idabel 

High School Art all 

competed in the 

“Blue Jeans and 

County Dreams” 

theme. 

  Idabel High School 

PopTime performed 

as the finale perfor-

mance at the Miss 



Our students also performed well at the Fair with Lily Van Gaal 
winning the Grand Champion Breeding Ewe Lam and the Champion 
County Bred Lamb. She also made the premium sale. Autumn Bolen 

had the Reserve County Bred Lamb and Harrison Butler had the Grand 
Champion Dairy Goat!  

Lilly Anna Van Gaal was awarded a $500 scholarship from James 

Hodge Ford of Idabel for the High Senior Exhibitor! Lilly was also the 
Sr. Idabel Livestock Judging Team that place third along with Autumn 
Bolen, Tucker Bundy and his sister! Christian Coffman was the third 

place individual in the Jr. Livestock Judging. Lilly sold her Champion 
County Beed Lamb to First Bank and Trust for $1200, Autumn sold her 
Champion Prospect Steer to Shannon Dave’s Plumbing for $2200, and 

her 3rd over all Heifer to Stone Law Firm for $2500!! Thank you to all 
of the bidders and buys and to everyone that has pitched in to support 
our kids!  

Just a reminder the Bond vote is Tuesday September 10th. Please tell 

everyone you know to go vote. A new Band Hall/safe room, a new all 
weather track and football stadium. Along with safety upgrades to the 
700 Hall/Agriculture wing. All of these projects can be completed 

without raising taxes.! We are Preparing Champions for Life! We need 
the best updated facilities to make this a reality. 

 

GO WARRIORS! 
 

One of the great things about 
being in leadership is occasion-
ally you get a note or a letter 

expressing what a great experi-
ence someone has had with our 
students, staff or community.  

August has been one of those 
months. We received an email 
from a superintendent bragging 

on our middle school fine arts 
program and what a fantastic 

job they did at the OSSBA  Summer Conference.  

Occasionally, we get to help other districts out when transportation 
fails to get those students home for any number of reasons. Recently, 
Atoka Public Schools was playing our girls fastpitch team in a district 
game and one of their tires had fallen apart on them on the way into 

town. Idabel Public Schools was able to provide them spare bus to get 
their student athletes home. This gave their transportation department 
opportunity to repair the bus and return ours. This is a courtesy many 

districts afford to visiting students. You never know when you might 
need a little help to take care of your kids. After providing the bus 
Idabel Schools received a note from an Atoka parent. The following is 

the note that we received. 

“To the Idabel School 

Atoka High School played your school last night. I just wanted to 

complement your school and your fans. You were the nicest fans and 

team that we have ever played . Thank our also for loaning our team a 
bus to travel home since our bus had a ruined tire. You can e very 
proud of your team and fans and staff.” 

As Mr. Austin stated about this. “This is a WIN!” It most certainly is. 
We hear many negatives about different situations and individuals 
sometimes. I wanted to share this positive note sent from an outsider of 

our district and express how happy and proud I am to hear positive 
feedback about our district as a whole! This is Preparing Champions 
for Life! 

Board Update 

The #ihswarriors FFA officers and Mr. Brandon Allen had a very busy week at 
the McCurtain County Fair.  Mr. Allen bragged on his officer team and our Spe-
cial Olympics Team for participating in the “Day in the Show Ring” .  

Several of the officers showed animals and won special awards and recognitions 
for their hard work.  
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