
SLLIS Parking Lot Sale FAQs 
 
The following summarizes some key questions that stakeholders have asked regarding the parking lot              
transactions. You can read the initial announcement here: https://5il.co/b1w2. You can watch our              
Facebook Live Q&A session here: https://www.facebook.com/StLouisLanguageImmersionSchool/. 
 

Key Points 
 

● SLLIS closed on the sale of the small parking lot for $500,000 on October 30. $150,000                
of this will be used for the playground improvements. 

● It is very likely that the second lot will be sold per the contract option for $1,844,000. 
● SLLIS will continue to have parking in the current large parking lot if the second lot is                 

sold. 
● SLLIS will likely be able to vacate 19th Street for 28 parking spaces. 
● The board performed a cost and space analysis for a gymnasium. It is feasible to               

construct a gymnasium inside the current facility. There is 110,000 square feet of             
usable space in our building. The gym inside would require about 13,000 square feet              
on two floors. Cost estimates for a freestanding gym were $2.5 to $3 million versus               
an indoor gym at about $1 million. 

 

 
 
Is the decision to sell the parking lots the best option to meet the needs of SLLIS                                 
students, parents, faculty, staff and community?  
The board thought long and hard about this question and considered first and foremost the needs of                 
SLLIS students. This sale will allow us to reallocate significant funds into our classrooms to continue to                 
improve our students' academic experience. As such, the board concluded that this is indeed in the best                 
interest of SLLIS students. 
 
Where will the playground funds come from? 
The playground funds will come directly from the sale of the small lot, which closed on October 30. SLLIS                   
now has $150,000 cash to put towards the playground. The other $350,000 was used to reduce the                 
debt on the building.  
 

When will the playground design process begin? 
Right away. The unknown factor in planning for the playground has always been funding. Now that we                 
have the funds we can design the outdoor space with the SLLIS community’s help. 
 

https://5il.co/b1w2
https://www.facebook.com/StLouisLanguageImmersionSchool/


Will we have event parking? 
The option contract obligates the buyer to provide SLLIS use of the current surface lot for school events                  
provided that SLLIS leadership communicate proactively about these instances. This is limited to six              
larger events per year. If a parking garage is constructed, the contract provides that SLLIS will have the                  
right to utilize a number of parking spaces equivalent to the number of spaces being sold during school                  
events. Again, this is limited to six events per year by contract right. 
 
If we sell the large parking lot how many parking spots are we guaranteed? 
During contract negotiations SLLIS conducted a parking needs assessment. Our current parking demand,             
which is spelled out in the contract, is for 85 total parking spaces for our daily operations. If student                   
enrollment increases, our access to parking spaces will increase incrementally. If we reach a total               
enrollment of 750 - 800 students, we will have access to 110 total spaces. 
 
How will this impact pick up and drop off? 
Arrival and dismissal processes will remain the same.  
 
Please provide details regarding SLLIS’ debt and how it will be reduced. 
The board will arrange for a detailed financial impact analysis to be presented at an upcoming meeting. 
 
What impact will this have on middle school enrollment? 
Our middle school program has grown steadily over the past three years, and we expect it to continue to                   
grow as a result of this transaction. These sales will allow us to put an estimated $275,000 of annualized                   
savings into our classrooms instead of spending it on our mortgage. As a result, this transaction will have                  
a positive impact on all our programs, including our middle school program. 
 
How will this impact getting an established L2 assessment? 
We already have plans to administer the AAPPL assessment twice this year in French, Spanish and                
Chinese. Our plans to accomplish this are independent of the real estate transactions. Students will               
begin testing this month. 
 
 

We welcome all families to attend our November SLLIS Council meeting at 5:00 pm on 
11/20/19 in Room 417 so that we can provide updates and answer further questions.  

You can also continue to submit questions by emailing questions@sllis.org. 

 


