ROCKLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS
ROCKLAND, MASSACHUSETTS


SCHOOL BUILDING COMMITTEE MINUTES
THURSDAY, MARCH 28, 2019, 5:00 PM
ROCKLAND HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY

 
The School Building Project Committee met on Thursday, March 28, 2019, at 5:00 PM in the Rockland High School Library. Committee members present were: Donna Lamb, Executive Assistant; Christine Flaherty, elementary parent; Alan Cron, Superintendent of Schools; Michelle Scheufele, Principal Jefferson School;  Mark Shom, Director of Facilities; Patricia Pierce at-large member, local realtor; Danielle Biggins, elementary parent; Richard Penney, Chairman Building Committee; Emily Harrison, at large member; Richard Phelps, Vice Chairman of School Committee; Julie Shaffer, Member of Finance Committee;  Jared Valanzola, Previous Building Committee Member.

Members absent were: Christopher Burnieika, Alumni/Assistant Manager WRPS; Ashley Cutter, preschool parent; Jessica Carpine; elementary Parent/PAC; Doug Walo, Capital Planning Committee member; Jane Hackett, Business Administrator; Daniel Biggins, Chairman of Rockland School Committee; Larry Ryan, Rockland Selectmen Chairman; and Tom Mills, Secretary, Rockland School Committee.

Other in attendance were: Matt Gulino and Sean Burke from PMA; Jill Maroney, School Committee member; and Joe Reis from the Rockland Park Department.

Mr. Penney called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM.

On a motion by Mr. Valanzola, seconded by Mrs. Shaffer, the minutes of the meeting of Thursday, February 7, 2019 were approved.  Mrs. Shaffer abstained.

Mr. Penney told the Committee that the meeting with the MSBA that he and Dr. Cron attended on Wednesday, March 20th went very well.  Dr. Cron gave a summary on the Educational Plan and there were very few questions.  There were compliments and comments here and there.  The combination school for 760 students was applied for.  They will know on April 10th whether it has been approved.  

MSBA revises their reimbursement rate once every year.  Rockland was reduced to 59.16%.  We can get more percentage points for green spaces.  PMA is asking the MSBA for more information as to why Rockland was reduced.

Mr. Penney asked the Town to run the numbers and how it would impact homeowners.  The average increase in real estate taxes would be less than $600 a year on the average house.  Questions were raised on the cost of not doing the project. What impact that would have on the Memorial Park and Jefferson school as far as maintenance if we did not build the school?  

The length of the bond would be 30 years.  In 2032 we would start to see some of  the current bonds being paid off and by 2036 we would be completely paid off.  Eleven years would have a full impact of paying.  Bonds would be front loaded.  

Voting in October/November for the school building project.  Special Town Meeting and elections in the fall.

Article 97 - In 1921 the Town designated the Land from Union Street to the Senior Center as Park Department land.  The School Department and Park Department will land swap.  There is an article to be voted at Town Meeting to swap the land.  The Park Department voted unanimously and the School Committee did as well.  They need a ⅔ vote from Town Meeting for it to pass.  Those involved is this land swap include: DeCoste’s, Keenan’s offices, Land Counsel, Park and School Departments, residents, State Legislature and Conservation Commission.

Park Department gets more land from the Jefferson and Memorial Park lots..  Jefferson and Memorial Park go to the Park Department who will put fields on.  No opposition from the veterans group.  Will not be touching any trees.  Thank you to the Park Department for the unanimous vote.

Feasibility Study Board Meeting - April 10th - open meeting during the day.

On a motion by Mr. Valanzola, seconded by Mr. Phelps, unanimous, the committee voted to go into the Schematic Design Phase.

Mr. Penney stated that the School Building process is long.  A huge step will happen on April 10th as it becomes real.  They can answer the questions, “Where is the school going to be built?” and “How much will it cost?” 

They will be forming subcommittees for different areas of the school building phase.

September/Fall is the best time for getting information out to people about the School Building Project.

On a motion by Mr. Phelps, seconded by Ms. Schaffer, unanimous, the committee voted to adjourn at 5:58PM



*Upcoming School Building Meetings are scheduled for Thursdays at 6:00 PM in the Main Street Library at Rockland High/Rogers Middle Schools -April 11, May 16, June 20, 2019.
