ROCKLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS
ROCKLAND, MASSACHUSETTS


SCHOOL BUILDING COMMITTEE MINUTES
THURSDAY, MAY 16, 2019, 6:00 PM
ROCKLAND HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY

 
The School Building Project Committee met on Thursday, May 16, 2019, at 6:00 PM in the Rockland High School Library. Committee members present were: Donna Lamb, Executive Assistant; Mark Shom, Director of Facilities; Patricia Pierce at-large member, local realtor; Richard Penney, Chairman Building Committee; Emily Harrison, at large member; Richard Phelps, Alan Cron, Superintendent of Schools; Michelle Scheufele, Principal Jefferson School; Christopher Burnieika, Alumni/Assistant Manager WRPS; Ashley Cutter, preschool parent; Doug Walo, Capital Planning Committee member; Danielle Biggins, elementary parent; Jared Valanzola, Previous Building Committee Member; Daniel Biggins, Jill Maroney, Rockland School Committee Chairman;  Christine Flaherty, elementary parent.

Members absent were: Julie Shaffer, Member of Finance Committee; Jane Hackett, Business Administrator; Larry Ryan, Rockland Selectmen Chairman; Jessica Carpine; elementary Parent/PAC.

Other in attendance were: Sean Burke, megan Murphy and Matt Gulino from PMA; Lorraine Finnegan from SMMA

Mr. Penney called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

On a motion by Mr. Phelps, seconded by Mr. Biggins, unanimous, the minutes of the meeting of Thursday, March 28, 2019 were approved.  

On a motion by Mr. Phelps, seconded by Ms. Harrison, unanimous, the minutes of the meeting of Thursday, April 11, 2019 were approved.  

Mr. Penney updated the Committee about Article 97.  Representative DeCoste and Senator Keenan forwarded the Article to COunsel at the State House.  When they file they will change the language.  Last vote they are waiting for will be next Tuesday, May 21st at the Board of Selectmen.  The Park Department and School Department have already approved it.  He sees no issues to get it approved before summer break.  Sometime in mid-June.

Design Update was reviewed by Lorraine Finnegan from SMMA. Ms. Finnegan told the that at this stage the design of the building is always changing.  There are looking to do a mirror flip of the building to have access to the gym, cafe and outside play area. Focus Groups will bring back to the School Building Committee to decide what to choose.  

Programming Dates took place on May 6, 7 and 8.  They met with everyone to see what their needs were.  There will be 10 classrooms per grade; questions as to where guidance will go; grade level teaching;  grade level libraries; cafe size; and playground location were the subjects they talked about.

The Committee asked to form Focus groups.  They included:

1)	Design Focus Group - Mark Shom, Alan Cron, Rich Penney,
Dave Taylor, Jeanne Blaney, Jared Valanzola, Peter Ewell 
2) 	Exterior and Interior Design - Alan Cron, Rich Penney, Michelle Scheufele,
Fire Chief Duffey, Chief Llewellyn, Jill Maroney, Christine Flaerty, Julie Shaffer,
Jillian FLaherty,  Mark Shom, Trish Pierce, 
3)	FF & E Technology - Alan Cron, Rich Penney, Mark Shom, Jared Valanzola, Trish
Pierce, Christine Flaherty, Michelle Scheufele
4)	MEP Systems & Sustainable Design - Alan Cron, Rich Penney, Mark Shom, Chris
Burnieika, Lisa Ryan, Tim Wells

Community outreach plan will be informational only.  The following are some ideas for reach the community: Facebook page, Rockland Elementary School Building;  Post that there will be a meeting on Thursday, May 23rd at 6:00 PM in the auditorium for a public forum to let everyone know where we are in the building project;  Rockland Day - June 16th having an informational table; Chamber of Commerce Events; Friday before Labor Day music event at the Rogers Middle School outside venue; Rockland Youth football and soccer games; ads on Facebook, targeting your audience, Open house at the elementaries and preschool.

On a motion by Mr. Burnieika, seconded by Mr Phelps, unanimous, the committee voted to adjourn at 6:56 PM



*Upcoming School Building Meetings are scheduled for Thursdays at 6:00 PM in the Main Street Library at Rockland High/Rogers Middle Schools - June 20, July 18, August 18, August 29, September 19. 
