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The School Building Project Committee met on Thursday, July 19, 2018, at 6:00 PM in the Rockland                 

High School Library. Committee members present were: Christopher Burnieika, Alumni/Assistant          

Manager WRPS; Mark Shom, Director of Facilities; Donna Lamb, Executive Assistant; Christine            

Flaherty, elementary parent; Jared Valanzola, previous building committee member; Jane Hackett,           

Business Administrator Alan Cron, Superintendent of Schools; Patricia Pierce, at-large member, local            

realtor; Doug Walo, Capital Planning Committee member;Colleen Forlizzi, Assistant Superintendent          

of Schools and Richard Penney, Chairman Building Committee.  

 

Members absent were: Jessica Carpine, elementary parent;Danielle Biggins, elementary parent; Emily           

Harrison, at large member; Ashley Cutter, preschool parent; Daniel Biggins, Chairman of Rockland             

School Committee; Richard Phelps, Vice Chairman of School Building Committee; Michelle Scheufele,            

Principal Jefferson School; Julie Shaffer, Member of Finance Committee and Tom Mills, Secretary,             

Rockland School Committee. 

 

Lorraine Finnegan, Project Manager, SMMA (Symmes, Maini & McKee Associates); Emma Fischer,            

Architect, SMMA; Kristen Olsen, SMMA; Alex Pitkin, Senior Vice President, SMMA; Jill Maroney,             

School Committee; Megan Murphy, Matt Gulino and Chad Crittenden from PMA Consultants and             

Jack Egan were present in the audience. 

 

Mr. Penney opened the meeting. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Valanzola, seconded by Mr. Burnieika, unanimous, the minutes of meeting of                

Thursday, May 17, 2018 were approved. 

 

SMMA (Symmes, Maini & McKee Associates) is the architect firm hired to design the school. On the                 

motion by Mr. Burnieika, seconded by Mrs. Forlizzi, unanimous the fee of $533,000 was approved as                

the designer fee. 

 

Lorraine Finnegan from SMMA presented a PowerPoint presentation on the timeline of the design.              

Kristen Olsen from SMMA gave an overview of the SMMA firm and discussed the design of the school                  

building holding 760 students, Grades 1-4 and being 110,000 GSF. They will study all possibilities of                

the best location for the school. The reimbursement rate is 64.3% and if you are LEED certified it                  

would be another 2%. 

 

Three Educational Visioning Workshop dates are Friday, August 24, 2018 from 12:00-3:00 PM;             

Tuesday, September 11, 2018 from 3:00-6:00 PM and Thursday, September 20, 2018 from 5:00-8:00              

PM all taking place in the library. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Burnieika, seconded by Dr. Cron, unanimous, the meeting adjourned at 7:25 PM. 

 

 

  


