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The School Building Project Committee met on Thursday, September 13, 2018, at 6:00 PM in the                

Rockland High School Library. Committee members present were: Christopher Burnieika,          

Alumni/Assistant Manager WRPS; Donna Lamb, Executive Assistant; Christine Flaherty, elementary          

parent; Jared Valanzola, previous building committee member; Alan Cron, Superintendent of           

Schools; Jessica Carpine, elementary parent; Patricia Pierce, at-large member, local realtor; Emily            

Harrison, at large member; Ashley Cutter, preschool parent; Daniel Biggins, Chairman of Rockland             

School Committee; Richard Phelps, Vice Chairman of School Building Committee; Michelle Scheufele,            

Principal Jefferson School; Larry Ryan, Rockland Selectmen Chairman; Doug Walo, Capital Planning            

Committee member; and Richard Penney, Chairman Building Committee.  

 

Members absent were: Danielle Biggins, elementary parent; Colleen Forlizzi, Assistant          

Superintendent of Schools; Jane Hackett, Business Administrator; Mark Shom, Director of Facilities;            

Julie Shaffer, Member of Finance Committee and Tom Mills, Secretary, Rockland School Committee. 

 

Emma Fischer and Michael van Hamel, SMMA; Jill Maroney, School Committee; Megan Murphy,             

Matt Gulino and Sean Burke from PMA Consultants were present in the audience. 

 

Mr. Penney opened the meeting. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Valanzola, seconded by Mr. Burnieika, unanimous, the minutes of meeting of                

Thursday, July 19, 2018 were approved as amended. 

 

Mr. Gulino from PMA presented a PowerPoint about the project timeline. October , 2018 a PDP                

report should be submitted to the MSBA for a vote. In February, 2019 a preferred Schematic Design                 

Report is due. By October, 2019 a Schematic Design report is due. The reimbursement rate is 63.41%                 

from MSBA. We could get 2% more if we become silver LEED certified. The reimbursement rate can                 

go down. 

 

Design enrollment overview - if we replaced the Jefferson School building, the space would be for                

340 students, grades K-4 with approximately 59,613 square feet and if is for the whole district grades                 

1-4 if would house 760 students with square footage at 110,200. Cost estimates would range from                

$41,073,357 to $44,948,202 for a one building K-4 replacement and between $71,630,000 to             

$78,793,000 for a 1-4 district building. 

 

Site Analysis - SMMA came up with 21 possibilities for sites to use for the school building. They                  

included the three elementary school areas and 18 sites around town. Land needed for Jefferson               

Grades K-4 replacement would be 7 acres and for a district-wide, Grades 1-4 building it would be 9                  

acres. 

 

Jefferson, Memorial Park and Esten Schools as well as the following sites were considered: 

 

 



 

1) VFW Drive - non-viable 

2) Hingham Street - Hartsuff Park - more research 

3) North Avenue- non-viable 

4) Reed Street - Only for K-4 replacement 

5) North Avenue @ Plain Street - Only for K-4 replacement 

6) Spring Street Athletic Fields - non-viable 

7) Levin Road 

8) VFW Drive 

9) Hingham Street Conservation 

10) Salem Street Conservation 

11) Phillip Street Cushing Brook 

12) Hanover Branch Rail Trail 

13) French Stream West Summer Street 

14) French Stream Beech Street 

15) Rockland Wastewater Treatment Plant 

16 Beech Street Conservation Land North 

17 Rockland Landfill 

18) Beech Street Conservation Land South 

 

Memorial Park and Esten sites will be looked at further. Union Point was mentioned, but is                

non-viable. 

 

Mr. Penney reminded the committee that the process takes a long time and to be patient. The Ed Plan                   

is due in October. The Committee will meet on October 18th to look over the plan and vote on its                    

approval.  If needed the Committee would meet again on October 25th. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Biggins, seconded by Mr. Phelps, unanimous, the meeting adjourned at 7:30 PM. 

 

 

  


