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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of July 17, 2019 

 

The Board of Education of Community Unit School District No. 1, Coles and Cumberland Counties, Illinois met 

in regular session on Wednesday, July 17, 2019 at the Administration Building – 410 West Polk Avenue, 

Charleston, Illinois 61920 

 

At 6:30pm, President Coe called the meeting to order and asked for roll call.   

 

The following members were present:  

Jason Coe, President 

Susan Daniels, Secretary 

Charles Jarrell, Treasurer 

Brian Gough 

Matt Titus 

 

The following members were absent: 

Scott Clarke, Vice President 

Eva Ritchey 

 

The following staff members were present: 

 Todd J. Vilardo, Superintendent of Schools 

Chad Burgett, Assistant Superintendent for Business Services 

Kristen Holly, Assistant Superintendent for Student Services 

  

Visitors 10 and 1 Member of the Press 

Under public comments, written communications:  President Coe asked if there were any comments, 

questions or written communications.  There were no requests to address the Board of Education.   

 

Under Consent Agenda, Mr. Coe asked if there were any items under the consent agenda that the Board of 

Education would like to remove for discussion.  There were no requests from the Board of Education. 

 

At that time, Mr. Vilardo reviewed the recommendations under the consent agenda.        

 

IV. Consent Agenda:  Standard Items 

A. Approve the minutes of the Public Meeting of June 19, 2019 and Regular Meeting of June 19, 2019.    

B1. Approve the bills and payrolls for the month of June 2019. 

B2. Approve the Activity Fund Reports for the CUSD #1 attendance centers, period ending June 2019. 

C. Approve the summary of revenues and expenditures year to date as presented by Assistant  

                  Superintendent Chad Burgett. 

 

VI. Consent Agenda:  New Business 

A. Approve the minutes of the closed session meetings held on January 16, 2019, February 20, 2019, April 

17, 2019, May 15, 2019, and June 19, 2019; and further, not to make public the minutes of the closed 

sessions. 

B. Approve the hazardous walking areas by resolution and reaffirm transportation from and to a childcare 

provider’s residence for the 2019-20 school year. 

C. Declare referenced inventory from Ashmore and Mark Twain Elementary Schools as surplus and 

available for disposal. 

D. Approve the Application for Approval of Student Occupancy of a Temporary Facility and Temporary 

Facility Evacuation Assurance, for the modular classrooms located at the Mark Twain Elementary 

School site for the 2019-20 school year. 

E. Approve the assignments of District School Health Care Professionals for the 2019-20 school year: 

F. Grant 70.5 (seventy and one-half) gifted sick leave days to Todd Vilardo, Superintendent of Schools. 
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VII. Consent Agenda:  Employment        

 Accept a letter of retirement from Todd Vilardo, effective June 30, 2024.  This retirement is subject to 

the provisions of his contract, district policies and the State of Illinois. 

 Accept a letter of resignation from Cobi Christiansen as an assistant volleyball coach at Charleston High 

School, effective immediately. 

 Accept a letter of resignation from Cobi Christiansen as the 7th grade volleyball coach at Charleston 

Middle School, effective immediately. 

 Accept a letter of resignation from Larry Sigler as the 8th grade boys’ basketball coach at Charleston 

Middle School, effective immediately. 

 Approve the voluntary transfer of Patricia Foster from her current assignment as a 3rd grade teacher at 

Carl Sandburg Elementary School into the position as a Title 1 teacher at Charleston Middle School, 

beginning with the 2019-20 school year. 

 Approve the voluntary transfer of Emily Jacobs from her current assignment as a Kindergarten teacher at 

Mark Twain Elementary School into the position as a Kindergarten teacher at Ashmore Elementary 

School, beginning with the 2019-20 school year. 

 Approve the voluntary transfer of Lauren Hennig from her current assignment as a 3rd grade teacher at 

Carl Sandburg Elementary School into the position as a Title 1 teacher at Ashmore Elementary School, 

beginning with the 2019-20 school year. 

 Approve the employment of Abigail Garcia as a full time Kindergarten teacher at Mark Twain 

Elementary School, beginning with the 2019-20 school year.  This employment was contingent upon the 

receipt of all information required paperwork for employment. 

 Approve the employment of Daniel Bennett in the extra-curricular assignments as the 8th grade boys’ 

basketball coach and as the 8th grade boys’ track coach at Charleston Middle School during the 2019-20 

school year.   

 Approve the following individuals to serve as volunteer coaches at Charleston High School during the 

2019-20 school year, contingent upon the receipt of all information for employment:  Logan Ratliff, 

football and Holly Higgins, cheerleading. 

 Approve the list of substitutes and volunteers, effective May 13 – July 7, 2019. 

 

Mr. Titus moved and Mr. Gough seconded the motion to approve items under IV through VII inclusive on the 

Consent Agenda.    

 

On roll call vote: 

 AYE:   Titus, Gough, Jarrell, Daniels, Coe 

 NAY:   none  Abstain:  none 

 Motion carried                 

  

Under the Superintendent’s Report:  2019 Summer School Update   
Mr. Vilardo announced that the 2019 Summer School session was held from May 30 – June 21 in the CHS 

Media Center for students in grades 7 – 12.  All course work was provided through the Apex computerized 

program  supervised by a certificated teacher and two paraprofessionals.  In the board members information, 

Trevor Doughty and Tim Keefe provided an update on the summer school program.    

 

In addition, as part of the Title 1 and 1003(a) grants, summer school was offered to students attending Carl 

Sandburg Elementary School and Jefferson Elementary School with IEP’s (Individualized Education Plan) and 

Title 1 eligible in grades 1 – 6.  Two sessions were offered Monday-Thursday with one from 8:00am – 10:00am 

and another from 10:00am – 12:00pm at Carl Sandburg Elementary School from June 3 – June 27.  As part of 

the same program, summer school was also offered to students in grades 7-8 at Charleston Middle School.  In the 

board members information, Rob Ulm and Aaron Lock provided an update on the summer school program. 
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Opening of School/Institute Day Activities  
In looking toward the opening of the 2019-20 school year, Mr. Vilardo announced that online registration opened 

on July 15th.  For parents and guardians who do not have internet or computer access, a registration assistance 

session is scheduled on July 23rd from 2:00 – 7:00pm and on July 24th from 10am – 2pm in the Media Center at 

Charleston High School.   

 

To open the school year, an all-staff Institute Day has been planned for Tuesday, August 13, 2019.  The day will 

begin at 7:30am with a continental breakfast served in the Charleston High School cafeteria.  Welcome and 

opening thoughts will be provided by Superintendent Vilardo at 8:30am in the CHS Auditorium, followed by an 

introductory workshop.  The program should conclude by 9:30am with staff members reporting to their assigned 

buildings.  Mr. Vilardo invited the Board of Education to attend the Institute Day activities. 

 

Update/School Facilities Upgrades 

Mr. Vilardo reported that for almost two fiscal years, the district has received County School Facility Tax 

revenue.  With this revenue, the CUSD #1 Facilities Committee, chaired by Assistant Superintendent for 

Business Services Chad Burgett has recommended the district move forward on a number of projects.  Through a 

power point presentation, Mr. Burgett provided an update on Fund 60 revenues and expenditures along with an 

update of some of the facilities projects that have been completed throughout the district, (power point 

presentation located in official board book).  Mr. Burgett reported on the amount of sales tax revenue received by 

CUSD #1 from 2017 – March 2019 with an overall total amount collected of $3,372,058.025 with an average 

amount collected per month totaling $160,574.20.  He reviewed facilities projects throughout the district 

completed and looking ahead at future projects.   

 

Mr. Burgett stated the Facilities Committee agreed to save 20% in the fund for emergencies and by next summer 

there should be approximately $1million in savings.   

 

Following discussion, Mr. Titus moved and Mr. Jarrell seconded a motion to accept the Superintendent’s Report. 

 

On roll call vote: 

 AYE:  Titus, Jarrell, Gough, Daniels, Coe 

 NAY:  none  Abstain: none       

 Motion carried 

 

Authority to Staff Schools to begin 2019-20 School Year 

It was the recommendation of the superintendent that the Board of Education grant the authority to employ 

personnel though the September regular meeting in order to begin the 2019-20 school year with the appropriate 

staff.  This recommendation was contingent upon receipt of all information required for employment and based 

upon Board approval at the following board meeting.  

 

Mr. Jarrell moved and Mr. Titus seconded a motion. 

 

On roll call vote: 

 AYE:  Jarrell, Titus, Gough, Daniels, Coe 

 NAY:  none  ABSTAIN:  none 

 Motion carried 

 

Contract Agreement – Graphic Design Services 

It was the recommendation of the superintendent that the Board of Education approve a contract agreement with 

Caleb Bertrand to provide graphic design services for Charleston CUSD #1 in the amount of $8,650.00.   

 

Mr. Titus moved and Mr. Gough seconded a motion. 
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On roll call vote: 

 AYE:  Titus, Gough, Jarrell, Daniels, Coe 

 NAY:  none  ABSTAIN:  none 

 Motion carried 

 

FY2- Tentative Budget/Establish Public Hearing Date 

Mr. Burgett presented the FY20 fiscal year tentative budget to the Board of Education.  He noted that the 

numbers in the budget were unaudited.  He reported that the education fund revenues were based on receiving 

the same amount the district received the previous fiscal year.  Under the new funding formula, he reported that 

no district will receive a lesser amount this fiscal year.  As in last year’s budget, approximately $525,000 of 

General State Aid was placed in the Operations and Maintenance Fund and $225,000 in the Transportation Fund.  

Educational fund expenses are a projection based on known hires (this includes reductions to staff made last 

spring) as of this time, any additions that are unknown are not included.  Good news, he reported that a deficit 

reduction plan is not required by the district at this time.   

 

Mr. Burgett noted that the purchase of two driver’s education cars, a district vehicle, and a dump truck are 

included in the FY20 budget as well as projected increases in insurance rates.  Highlights in the budget show 

approximately $29.5 million in projected revenues and expenses projected at $28.3 million.   

 

It was the recommendation of the superintendent that the Board of Education approve a Resolution Adopting the 

2019-20 tentative budget for Community Unit School District No. 1 in accordance with the School Code and to 

place the tentative budget on file for public review for at least 30 days. 

 

Further, the superintendent recommended that the Board of Education establish Wednesday, August 21, 2019 at 

6:15pm, as the time for the public hearing on the tentative budget.   

 

Mr. Titus moved and Mr. Jarrell seconded a motion. 

 

On roll call vote: 

 AYE:  Titus, Jarrell, Gough, Daniels, Coe 

 NAY:  none  ABSTAIN:  none 

 Motion carried 

 

At 7:23pm, President Coe recommended that the Board of Education adjourn into closed session in regard to  

collective negotiating matters between the District and its employees or their representatives, or deliberations 

concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees.   

 

Mr. Gough moved and Mr. Titus seconded the motion.     

 

On roll call vote: 

 AYE    Gough, Titus, Jarrell, Daniels, Coe 

 NAY:  none  Abstain:  none 

 Motion carried 

 

At 8:20pm, Mr. Jarrell made a motion to reconvene from closed session.  Mr. Titus seconded the motion.    

 

On roll call vote: 

 AYE:   Jarrell, Titus, Gough, Daniels, Coe 

 NAY:  none  Abstain:  none 

 Motion carried 
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At 8:21pm, Mr. Gough moved to adjourn from the board meeting.  Mr. Jarrell seconded the motion.  

 

On roll call vote: 

 AYE:  Gough, Jarrell, Titus, Daniels, Coe 

 NAY:  none  ABSTAIN:  none 

 Motion carried 

 

 

Jason Coe 
       President, Board of Education  

 

 

Susan Daniels 
Secretary, Board of Education 


