
 

 

Upcoming Events 
Nov. 9 4NWI Honor Band 
Nov. 11 Veterans Day Assembly 

7/8  BBB @ Little Rock 
Nov. 12 7th BBB @ Boyden 
 8th BBB vs. Boyden-Hull 
Nov. 14 7th BBB vs. Sioux Center 
 8th BBB @ Sioux Center 
Nov. 18 7th BBB vs. Cherokee 
 8th BBB @ Cherokee 
Nov. 19 8th Grade Science Fair 
Nov. 21 7th BBB vs. Rock Valley 
 8th BBB @ Rock Valley 
Nov. 22  7th BBB @ Primghar 
 8th BBB vs. South O’Brien 
Nov. 25 7th BBB @ Sibley-Och. 
 8th BBB vs. Sibley-Och. 
Nov. 27 NO SCHOOL! 
Nov. 28 NO SCHOOL! 
Nov. 29 NO SCHOOL! 
Dec. 5 7th BBB vs. Okoboji 
 8th BBB @ Arnolds Park 
Dec. 9 7th BBB @ Alton 
 8th BBB vs. MOC-FV 
 5/6 Winter Band Concert 
Dec. 12 Picture retakes 

7th BBB @ Rock Rapids 
 8th BBB vs. Central Lyon 
Dec. 19 7/8 Band/Choir Concert 
Dec. 23 Christmas break begins 
 

 
 

 
Upcoming Holidays 

There will be no school November 27 – 29 
due to the Thanksgiving holiday. 

 
There will be no school December 23 through 
January 1.  School will resume on January 2. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Send Coats! 
As the weather gets colder, please remember 
to send a coat with your child to wear at 
recess time.  Recess is normally held outside 
unless the wind chill is below 0. Thank you! 
 

 
 

Godfather’s Funds for Fedoras 
Godfather’s Pizza Funds for Fedoras 
program continues to be active. Please 
remember to save your fedoras and bring 
them to the middle school office.  We will 
send them in and receive compensation for 
them. 
 
 

 
  

 
Northwest Iowa Honor Band 

 
On October 19, 11 middle school band 
students auditioned for inclusion in the 
Northwest Iowa Bandmasters Association 
Honor Band.  Those selected were Katelyn 
Dykstra, flute; Heather Honkomp, clarinet; 
Abigail Otto, clarinet; Valerie Cook, French 
horn; Stephen Schreurs, trombone, Omar 
Rubio, trombone; Douglas Nilles, trombone;  
and Christian Richards, tuba. 
 
These students will travel to Storm Lake, 
November 9th to participate in the NWIBA 
Honor Band on the campus of Buena Vista 
University.  Congrats to these students! 
 

Weather Announcements 
If there is bad weather this winter, 
announcements will be made on KIWA, 
KTIV, and the district website. We will also 
notify all of you via text and/or voice if you 
have signed up for our messenger services.   
 
 
 

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION 
Board Policy – Code No. 102.E1 Students, parents, employees and others 
doing business with or performing services for the Sheldon Community 
School District are hereby notified that this school district does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, age (except students), religion, 
national origin, creed, sex/gender, marital status, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, disability, or socio-economic status in admission or access 
to, or treatment in, its programs and activities. The school district does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, age (except students), religion, 
national origin, creed, sex/ gender, marital status, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, disability, or socio-economic status in admission or access 
to, or treatment in, its hiring and employment practices. Any person 
having inquiries concerning the school district's compliance with the 
regulations implementing Title VI, Title VII, Title IX, the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), § 504 or Iowa Code § 280.3 is directed to contact:  
 

Cynthia Barwick, MS Principal Sheldon CSD 
 310 23rd Avenue Sheldon, Iowa 51201  

712-324-4346  
 

Cynthia Barwick, Middle School Principal has been designated by the 
school district to coordinate the school district's efforts to comply with the 
regulations implementing Title VI, Title VII, Title IX, the ADA, § 504 and 
Iowa Code § 280.3 (2007). 

 
 
 

8th Grade Science Fair 
It’s back by popular demand—the 24th Annual 
Sheldon Middle School Science Fair.  This year’s 
science fair will be held on Tuesday, November 19 
from 7-8 pm in the Sheldon Middle School 
gymnasium.  The 8th graders are identifying and 
collecting information on their selected projects to 
experiment.  Frequently, students are responsible 
for meeting deadlines that will help them prepare 
their exhibit and write their final paper for their 
scientific investigation.  Each 8th grader has 
received a packet of information which details all 
they need to know to help prepare their 
experiment, exhibit, and final report.  The science 
fair can be a wonderful experience if students 
meet the deadlines on time and have selected an 
area of interest to them.  Be sure to ask your 
8th grade child how their project is coming along.  
If you have any questions or would like to see 
examples of documents which were handed out, 
you can contact the middle school  (324-4346) or 
lMr. Gude at jim.guide@sheldonschools.com.  

Best of luck to all 8th grade participants.  
 

Backpack Program 
MS and East offer a weekend backpack 
program.  We are currently handing 
backpacks to students who qualify for free 
lunches.  Backpacks are provided by Food 
Bank of Iowa and are delivered each Friday 
on a weekly basis.  These bags consist of 
about 10 items that help to supplement 
students’ food supplies at home such as heat 
and eat meals, juices, applesauce, and 
cereals. There is no fee for families who 
participate.  Thank you for all of your support 
of the backpack program for our kids.  It is 
much appreciated!  (If you know of a student 
who is in need of a backpack or would 
possibly qualify, please contact the MS 
office.) 
 

Book Fair! 
The MS Library will be hosting the Scholastic 
Book Fair from Nov. 5th through Nov. 7th.  
We will be open Tuesday and Thursday from 
8 AM to 8 PM during Parent-Teacher 
conferences and on Wednesday from 8 AM 
to 2 PM. Come browse and find books for the 
whole family.  Check out age-appropriate 
books specifically selected for middle school 
interests.  All proceeds from the Book Fair 
goes directly back to buying books for the 
students, for teachers' classroom libraries, 
and for the school library.   



 

 

Veterans Day Assembly 
On November 11 we will once again honor 
our armed services veterans by holding a 
special assembly.  As students and staff we 
will celebrate the solemn pride we have in the 
heroism of those have given a portion of their 
lives to defend our country’s freedom.  
Pictures of family members who have served 
will be shown in a special Powerpoint 
presentation.  We will never forget! 
 

CONCERTS 
Mark your calendars for our 
December 9th  5/6 winter concert at 
7:00 and our  7/8 winter  concert on  
December 19 at 7:00.  Feel free to 
come for one or both concerts which 
will be held in the high school 
auditorium.  For both events, we ask 
that you have your students to the 
music area 30 minutes before 
concert time “dressed up”!  We hope 
you are all able to come and enjoy 
these fine shows as we celebrate the 
sounds of the season.   
 
 
 

Red Ribbon Week at SMS 
During the week of October 28rd –November 
1, SMS students observed Red Ribbon 
Week, a nationally recognized week to 
promote substance abuse awareness and 
intolerance of drugs and alcohol.  During Red 
Ribbon Week students displayed posters 
regarding staying drug-free.    Each day we 
had a theme: Monday we rallied in red 
against drugs so the students and staff wore 
red.  Tuesday was Mix It Up  At Lunch and 
students were given a piece of candy to 
match the table they were to sit at.  
Wednesday was Wacky Wednesday, 
encouraging students to stand out against 
drugs.  On Thursday the students were 
encouraged to do random acts of kindness.  
As true Orabs, we donned our Orab gear and 
proclaimed Our School Pledges to be Drug 
Free on Friday.  The kids had a great time 
and advertised the event by making flyers 
and posters in guidance class.  Find some 
time to talk to your student about the 
importance of staying drug free today! 

 

 
 

6th Grade Field Trip 
On September 5, the 6th graders went on 
their annual environmental education field trip 
to the Iowa State Experimental Research 
Farm and Prairie Heritage Center.  Programs 
which expanded their knowledge of outdoor 
life included: trees, prairie life, soil 
conservation, agriculture business, safety 
and 4-H.  The day was sponsored by the 
O’Brien County Soil Conservation Board and 
ISU with help from local farmers and area co-
ops.  They had a good “hands-on” 
experience visiting with professionals.  

 
Drop Zone! 

On October 17, several students traveled to Sioux 
City to Drop Zone.  During our Color Fun Run this 
year, the following students collected $400 or 
more in sponsorships Adrian Munoz, Jade Perez, 
Abby Van Beek, Riley Ball, Eva Stammer, Chase 
Oldenkamp, Sadie Dietrick, Johnathan Cannoy, 
Koby Peelen, Cooper Meyer, Taya Sudbeck, 
Trevan Schrader, Ethan DeBoer, Briana Huss, 
Jada Kamstra, Dirk Brink, Drew Sauer, Sophie 
Meyer, Vienna Popkes, Valerie Cook, Anna 
Vollink,Mallorie Van Meeteren, Teagen Sudbeck. 

 
 

Peace Poster Contest 
Can you imagine making a poster but one of 
the rules is there can’t be any words?   This 
is the assignment that all the 7th & 8th graders 
were given in art class.   All of these students 
will participate in the Lions’ Peace Poster 
Contest.   This year’s theme is “Journey of 
Peace”.    All the students are to focus on 
showing the theme with pictures rather than 
words.   The posters were due on October 
31, when they will be judged by the Sheldon 
Lions Club. 

 
 
 

 
Vision Screening 

Vision screens took place on October 8. All 
students who do not have glasses or 
contacts were screened. Thanks to the 
optometrists from the Northwest Iowa 
Optometric Association for donating their 
time and expertise! If your child failed the 
screening you will soon receive a letter 
suggesting a complete vision exam at the 
eye clinic of your choice. If your student 
passed the screening, no notification will be 
sent.  (No News is Good News!) Remember, 
good vision is very important for learning! 

 
 

New Opportunities! 
The fifth grade students have the opportunity 
this year to join the band program.  Each fall, 
the students meet with Ms. Larson to explore 
each instrument and see which one fits them 
the best.  This year 67 students from the 
middle school and St. Pat’s have joined band 
and begun this exciting musical journey.  
Students are busy learning new notes and 
will have their first performance in December. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations! 
 On September 5, Orab Middle School band 
director Jeana Larson was elected by the 
Northwest Iowa Bandmasters Association as 
their candidate for President-Elect of the 
state organization, the Iowa Bandmaster’s 
Association.  If Ms. Larson is elected by the 
members of all six Iowa Bandmasters area 
associations, she will serve as president-
elect for the 2020-2021 school year.  The 
state-wide election will take place early next 
spring, with the results announced soon 
thereafter. Congratulations Ms. Larson!  
 
 


