
Homeless Students 

                      School District strives to ensure that all homeless students’ education needs are met. 

Who is a homeless student? A student who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime place of 

residence is considered “homeless” under the law. 

 A homeless student:  

 Lives in a motel or hotel, trailer park or campground because they have nowhere else to go 

 Shares housing because of lost housing; living with a relative, friend or someone else 
 Is living in substandard housing.  

 Does not have a permanent address and/or permanent housing. 

  Is an unaccompanied youth (the student’s parents/guardians will not permit the student to live 

at home or is a runaway.  
 

Identification: 

Students who are homeless may be identified in several ways. Enrollment forms may indicate living 

situations that meet the criteria of homelessness. Staff members including teachers, counselors, 

bus drivers, and food service workers may aid in identifying homeless students. Parents/guardians 

or the students themselves may also indicate that they meet homeless criteria. 

 
 Enrollment: 

Homeless students need to be enrolled immediately so that their education is not interrupted. If 

they need assistance in obtaining academic or medical records it will be provided by the district 

homeless assistance program (Ms. Breckenridge is the McKinney Vento Liaison). All homeless 

students need to have every opportunity that non-homeless students have, including services that 

will help them succeed academically, such as special education, ELL services, tutoring, and 

afterschool and mental health programs.  All homeless students will receive free breakfast and 

lunch. 

 

Services: 

The district has funding set aside for McKinney-Vento to provide services to homeless students and 

the liaison also has community partners who help meet families’ needs. These include school 

supplies, clothing, toiletries, minor medical services not covered by any other programs, and dues 

or fees that permit homeless students to participate in extracurricular school activities such as 

clubs, sports, and band. Requests for these services must go through the Homeless Liaison. 

 

Training: All staff members will be trained annually on identification, enrollment procedures, and 

services provided for homeless students. 

 

If you have a homeless student or need assistance with identification, please contact the district 

homeless liaison (Ms. Breckenridge 870-587-0350). 

 

  


