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Concord Welcomes New Board 
Member and Staff Member 

Jessica Deraedt,
Social Worker 

Holding both a Bachelor of Social Work and a Master of Social Work, 
Bazan-Deraedt has experience in geriatrics, medical, and domestic 
violence. Most recently, she worked in home-based therapy with children and 
adolescents in Jackson County.  

Despite her extensive background, nothing excites Jessica Bazan-Deraedt more 
than working with youth in a school setting—she believes the platform is ideal 
for teaching children about regulating emotions, coping skills, and mental 
health. 

Having recently purchased a home in Jackson with her husband, Bazan-
Deraedt reports that she’s excited to be working with area students and looks 
forward to getting to know the community of Concord. 

This school year, the Concord School System has experienced significant 
growth and exciting changes. Among many new developments, the school is 
proud to welcome board member Tasha Thurman and staff member Jessica 
Bazan-Deraedt to the Concord team.

Since graduating from Ferris State 
University, Jessica Bazan-Deraedt has 
always found herself drawn to working with 
children and adolescents in a school setting. 
When she saw the job opening at Concord 
for a K-8 social worker, her opportunity had 
finally arrived.

Tasha Thurman,
Board Member
Tasha Thurman graduated from Columbia 
Central and currently works at the University 
of Michigan as a Purchasing Clerk Senior for 
the Department of Pathology. As Concord 
School System’s newest board member, 
Thurman will be serving as Trustee.

According to Thurman, it was her passion for youth education and enrichment 
which originally drew her to the position. When asked about her hopes for the 
Concord School System in the upcoming year, she responded that her goal is 
to “maintain the small school atmosphere while still maintaining the big school 
opportunities.”

Community is something that Thurman feels passionately about—enough so 
to relocate. Thurman, her husband, and her two children took a leap and 
moved to the Concord area three years ago in order to become more involved 
in the community. 

In addition to fulfilling her responsibilities as Concord’s newest board member, 
Thurman also serves as the current PTO President—a position she’s held now 
for four consecutive years. 

THE SCOOP
CONCORD INVITES COMMUNITY 
TO AN OPEN HOUSE

LYLE CENTER WELCOMES 
STUDENT VOLUNTEERS

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT



Our remodel at Concord Schools is almost complete. The last remaining piece will be 
updating the schools with new furniture next summer. We would like to open the schools 
to anyone who is interested in seeing what’s happening. On November 7th all of our 
schools will be open from 1:00–7:00 p.m. for anyone wishing to take a tour. We ask 
that you check into the office upon arrival.

YOU’RE INVITED! 
Community Open House - November 7th

Superintendent’s
Message 
Hello Concord Community,

We have lots to be thankful for as we near 
Thanksgiving. Our community has been extremely 
supportive of our facility improvements! We just 
recently reported that our M-STEP scores in our K-8 
buildings are up for a third year in a row, and our kids 
continue to proliferate to post-secondary education at 
a high rate1. We have a lot yet to do, but we are 
extremely grateful for your support in our efforts.

I hope you enjoy reading our newsletter. Please do 
not hesitate to provide feedback. We are always 
looking for ideas in the Alumni Spotlight and are very 
proud to share what our alumni are up to.  

Have a great Thanksgiving,

Dan 
Funston 
Superintendent 

It’s been said that reading is to the 
mind what exercise is to the body. 
Concord teachers Jenn Cook and 
Abby Arbuckle have taken this to 
heart and are making sure their stu-
dents have the tools they need to 
keep their brains fit and healthy. 

This past August, both Cook and 
Arbuckle posted to Facebook ask-
ing friends and family to sponsor a 
fifth grader for the incoming school 
year, affording kids the opportunity 
to receive a book from Scholastic on a 
monthly basis. 

Overwhelmed with community sup-
port, the two quickly began receiving 
pledges. Some donated as little as 
$10 to cover a single student, 
while others pledged to sponsor 
multiple fifth graders throughout the 
year. 

As the result of the generosity of their 
friends and community members, the 
two have successfully raised enough 
funds to allow their students a free 
Scholastics book each month—a 
treat which Arbuckle reports has 
truly ignited a love of reading in her 
classroom. 

“Students have been over the moon 
excited each month to receive their 
new book,” Arbuckle notes, going on 
to describe the pure joy and excite-
ment she sees on their faces when 
they first receive the new books. 
Their anticipation and joy at initially 
flipping through the first pages is 
clearly visible.

One added benefit of the program, 
as mentioned by Arbuckle, is an 
overall increase in the variation of 
reading material. “Students are be-
ing exposed to genres of literature 
they may not have otherwise chosen 
themselves,” she says. This undoubt-
edly works to expand their horizons 
and helps them discover new 
interests, ideas, and concepts.

As the school year progresses, Ar-
buckle and Cook hope to continue 
sparking a love of reading and sense 
of curiosity in their fifth-grade class-
rooms—a goal made possible in part 
by the new sponsorship initiative. 

Sponsorship Program Gives Fifth Graders 
New Reasons to Love Reading

1Concord's test score trend alongside the Big 8 Conference. 2



During her time as a student at Concord she dabbled in athletics, marching 
band, and student council, but it was the school’s art program which truly 
captured her attention. Outside having the ability to explore the arts 
through course offerings, she also cited the encouragement of teacher 
Brian Couling as one of the most demonstrative forces in her journey. 
“He always believed anyone could have a pursuit in art,” she noted—a 
belief which Spicer clearly took to heart. 

Through Concord’s dual enrollment program, she was able to jump-
start her college career by earning credits with Kendall College of Art 
and Design while still attending high school. After graduating from 
Concord, she chose to further pursue a post-secondary education in 
the arts through Kendall, earning a Bachelor of Arts in Illustration. In 
reflecting on those early days, Spicer states, “Concord opened up a lot of 
paths that I probably wouldn’t have had going to a different school.” 

After graduating in 2016 she packed up her car and headed across the 
country to the West Coast. Now she lives in Fresno, California, where 
she works as a projection designer for Broadway Media Distribution 
(BMD). Through her creative work with BMD she designs illustrations 
which are used in small productions, community theatres, Las Vegas 
shows, and even some Broadway productions.

Having achieved her dream of becoming a professional full-time artist, 
Spicer is quick to point out the importance of hard work and 
determination. Even now as a self-sustaining artist, she describes her 
current career as a “full-time passion project,” noting that it sometimes 
calls for as much as 5–8 hours of practice per day. 

All things considered, Spicer says she loves California and the work she 
does there, but looks forward to one day returning to Michigan to 
settle down for herself, noting, “If I could have picked a place to grow up, it 
definitely would have been Concord.”

As a new program being piloted by Concord at the time, PLTW sought to teach 
STEM-inclined students practical engineering and design skills in an engaging, 
hands-on format. 

Over the course of that year, PLTW slowly became Stanczyk’s favorite class. 
With the instruction of Concord teacher Lance Veydt, she learned how 
to navigate design programs and began developing applicable, real-world 
skills which would eventually lead to her current career.

After graduating from Michigan Technological Institute in 2016 with a degree 
in Biomedical Engineering, Stanczyk moved to the suburbs of Chicago where 
she now lives with her husband Luke. As the Senior Human Factors 
Specialist for Underwriters Laboratory (UL), an independent product 
safety certification organization, she conducts testing for newly 
developed medical devices, working to ensure they’re safe, usable, and fit 
for FDA-approval. 

Even in the big city of Chicago, Stanczyk reports the foundational skills 
she built while attending Concord Community Schools are continuing to 
serve her well. “I think having the small community, getting to be 
involved, and really getting to know my peers and teachers prepared me 
to create relationships,” she states. 

She attributes her career advancement and success in her current 
position largely to the interpersonal skills she developed while growing up in 
Concord’s close-knit community, stating, “They’re truly what have gotten me 
to where I am now.”

Though she now lives out of state, Stanczyk does find herself back in the 
Concord community often to visit her parents and family. “I do live in a 
much bigger city now, which is different,” she notes, “but I really appreciate 
being able to come back to my small community [in Concord].” 

For Stanczyk, Concord isn’t just an integral part of her past; it’s the community 
she loves to come home to.

Concord Students Take 
Part in Educational 
Volunteer Experience at 
Lyle Torrant Center

There’s plenty you can learn from a book, but nothing 
can substitute for real-world experiences—especially 
when the subject is an area like psychology. That’s 
one of the many reasons that Concord social studies 
teacher Shane Reiniche arranged for his Honors 
Psychology Class to participate in an educational 
volunteer experience this semester. 

During the outing, students offered their time and 
abilities at the Lyle Torrant/Kit Young Center, a public 
school which is run by the Jackson County 
Intermediate School and serves youth with 
developmental disabilities from all twelve school 
districts in the county. Through its alternative 
course structures, the Center operates with the 
mission to help students “develop skills necessary in 
reaching their full independence and potential.” 

The volunteer experience occurred as a part of the 
honors class’ unit on Developmental Psychology, given

Alumni Spotlight

that the Lyle Torrant Center serves primarily those 
who are Cognitively Impaired (CI), Severely Multiply 
Impaired (SXI), Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD),
and  Early Childhood Developmentally Delayed 
(ECDD). 

As a whole, the volunteer experience had a two-
fold benefit: in helping aid and assist individuals at 
the Lyle Torrant Center, Reiniche believes his 
honors students were able to sharpen their under-
standing of human psychology while gaining 
empathy for those with developmental journeys 
that differ from their own. 

As stated by Reiniche, “Kids are just kids and 
students are just students.” At the end of the day, we 
all learn differently. 

Emilee (Philson) Stanczyk

Emilee Stanczyk (formerly Emilee Philson) 
had no intention of enrolling in Concord’s 
Project Lead the Way (PLTW) course her 
junior year of high school, but scheduling 
conflicts landed her there anyway. 
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Bree Spicer

It’s the big cities that are most associated 
with the arts: New York, LA, Chicago—but to 
alumna Bree Spicer, there’s no better place 
for budding young artists than small 
communities like Concord.



For many, that next step is a post-secondary education. To help prepare 
high schoolers for their future, Concord offers both Early College and 
dual-enrollment programs to give students a head start.

Early College offers current high schoolers the opportunity to earn either 
an associate degree, a technical certification, an industry-recognized 
certificate, or up to 60 transferable college credits while working toward 
their high school diploma. 

When the average associate degree costs between $7,000 – 
$14,000, opportunities like the Early College program can shave 
thousands of dollars off future education costs, making post-secondary 
opportunities far more accessible.

Those participating in the Early College program also have the option to 
remain in high school for a fifth year in order to earn additional 
college credits at little or no cost. According to Concord counselor 
Barb Miller, students interested in participating must simply enroll 
before the start of their junior year. 

Similarly, Concord’s dual-enrollment programs give students a 
jumpstart on their post-secondary education by allowing high schoolers 
the chance to take classes through local colleges. Dual-enrollment 
options are available to any student who has successfully completed the 
majority of their core classes, most commonly during the junior and/or 
senior years. 

Among their countless benefits, experts report that advancement 
initiatives like Concord’s dual-enrollment and Early College programs 
work wonders to close gaps in college readiness by exposing students to 
college-level expectations early on. In many cases, they’re even able 
to make post-secondary education a possibility for students who may 
not have otherwise pursued it. 

Board of Education

Contact Us

Keep Up On Twitter!

Aaron Strouss ................................. President
Chriss Adams .................................. Vice President 
Steve Sinden ……………................... Treasurer
Jean Dobbins-Miller...................... Secretary
William Brigham ............................. Trustee 
Tasha Thurman ............................... Trustee 
Tony Brooks ...................................... Trustee

Administration Building ................ 517.524.8850 
Food Service ...................................... 517.990.3603 
High School Office .......................... 517.524.8384 
Middle School Office ..................... 517.524.8854 
Elementary Office .......................... 517.524.6650

Concord Community School District 
405 S Main St 
PO Box 338 Concord, MI 49237

Superintendent .................................. @DanFunston
Concord High School ...................... @ConcordHS
Concord Middle School ................. @ConcordMS
Concord Elementary Schools ...... @ConcordEL
Concord Athletics ............................ @ConcordAthletics

Check out our website!
www.concordschools.net

Cindy Magness MSN, CPNP-PC
203 North Main
Concord, MI 49237
(517)750-7393
concordschoolcenter@gmail.com
www.concordlhc.weebly.com

School-linked health centers provide quality health care services on 
or near school property that help students be healthy and succeed 
in school. Centers are focused on prevention, early 
identification, and treatment of medical and behavioral 
concerns that can interfere with learning.
Counseling Services
Providing counseling for addressing college, family, marriage/
couples, depression, anxiety, life transitions, stress management, 
conflict resolution, grief, loss, substance abuse, and mental health.
Medical Services
Providing well-child visits, sports physicals, sick visits, and primary 
care and prevention services.
Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 8 AM – 5 PM. After school and 
Saturday appointments available.

Have Feedback?
We welcome our readers’ letters, 
comments, and suggestions. Write to us!
Editor, Concord Communtiy School District 
405 S Main St
PO Box 338
Concord, MI 49237 

You can also call us at (517) 524-8850.

College Advancement Programs Give 
Concord Students a Head Start

A student’s journey 
doesn’t end at grad- 
uation—that’s why 
Concord School Sys- 
tems have invested 
time, energy, and 
money into helping 
its students prepare 
for what comes 
next. 




