
the full autopsy done be-

cause they were unable to 

examine Lam’s blood do 

to her decomposing body. 

The chief engi-

neer of the hotel, Pedro 

Tovar, also made it very 

clear that it would be 

very difficult for anyone 

to access the roof. It is 

even hard for employees 

to get up there. They have 

alarms set up so that if a 

door was opened, the 

front desk would be able 

to hear if it wasn't dis-

armed properly. Only the 

employees are able to 

disarm the alarms. So it 

would be impossible for a 

guest to make it up there 

without getting detected.  

Lam did have Bi-

polar Disorder but she 

was taking medicine for 

it. To this day, most peo-

ple don’t believe Lam 

died of drowning. This 

case has gone cold.   

The Cecil Hotel is 

now called the Stay on 

Main Hotel. Since then, 

there haven’t been as 

many deaths. The last 

death known to happen at 

the Cecil hotel happened 

in 2015, two years after 

Elisa Lam’s mysterious 

death. 

By Ashley 

This article might 

be sensitive to some read-

ers. Have you ever heard 

about the Cecil Hotel in 

Los Angeles? The Cecil 

Hotel has been the place 

of 16 murders, suicides, 

and unexplained paranor-

mal activity. The most 

mysterious death that has 

happened at this estab-

lishment is the death of 

Elisa Lam. Elisa Lam 

was a Canadian college 

student who went missing 

on January 31, 2013 and 

was found about three 

weeks later on February 

19, 2013. Lam was found 

dead in the water tanks 

on the roof of the hotel. 

She was found naked 

when guests started to 

complain about low water 

pressure and a funny 

taste. The chief of the Los 

Angeles Fire Department 

said to remove  the body. 

The tank had to be 

drained completely and 

cut open from the side to 

remove her 5’4’ frame. 

 The surveillance 

cameras in the elevator 

caught her acting strange-

ly. It appeared she was 

yelling at someone out-

side the elevator. Also it 

appeared she was hiding 

from the same person she 

was yelling at. She origi-

nally stepped into the ele-

vator and started pushing 

all the floor buttons. She 

kept poking her head in 

and out of the elevator. 

The elevator doors never 

closed for a span of four 

minutes on the video. In 

the last minutes we see 

Lam in the shot, she is 

standing by the left side 

of the door, moving her 

hands in random gestures. 

Nobody else was ever 

captured on this video 

footage except for 

Lam.     

The hotel staff 

told the authorities that 

Lam was always seen by 

herself around the hotel 

premises, which sort of 

ruled out Elisa Lam being 

murdered. One of the last 

people to ever see her 

alive was the hotel own-

er, Katie Orphan. Katie 

remembers seeing the 

college student coming in 

and buying books and 

music for her family back 

in Vancouver. Lam was 

buying stuff for her par-

ents back in Vancouver, 

so authorities know she 

had planned to go back 

home.   

Her death was 

considered an accidental 

drowning. The autopsy 

didn't show any signs of 

foul play. They didn't get 
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By Anthony 

Abel Cedeno, a gay teen-

ager who stabbed a fellow 

student to death at his 

Bronx high school and 

seriously wounded anoth-

er in what he said was an 

act of self-defense, was 

found guilty of all charg-

es Monday. 
 

He was bullied for years 

by his peers over his per-

ceived sexuality. He was 

on trial for manslaughter, 

assault and criminal pos-

session of a weapon. 
 

He fatally stabbed Mat-

thew McCree, 15, and 

seriously injured Ariane 

Laboy, 16, during a fight 

Sept. 27, 2017, in a histo-

ry class at their high 

school 
 

But how does that make 

him the victim? 
 

He spoke to reporters 

while on bail and said,  

“They would hit me in 

the shoulder and in the 

stomach. It was scary. “ 

 

Please see “Victim” on 

pg.  

How Can a Killer Become a Victim? 
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Apple’s Next Game Changer 

By Chris 

Apple is coming 

out with a 

new iPhone and it could 

be a game changer. It 

seems that it may be the 

thing that is going to be 

the biggest thing that Ap-

ple has to offer...  

        Apple’s next game 

changer is its next iPh-

one, which in my opinion 

is nothing new to me, be-

cause of how Apple is 

always improving its 

technology. Apple to me 

is just another big corpo-

ration that is trying to get 

this generation further 

into the world of technol-

ogy instead of trying to 

have them be more physi-

cal. Apple has technology 

that can tell how physical 

someone is, but to-

day’s generation would 

rather sit on their phone 

and watch or do some-

thing instead of going 

out in the real world and 

scar up their knees.  

Apple’s new 

iPhone 11 Pro is the lat-

est in Apple’s stock, 

along with Apple’s iPh-

one 11, but are there a 

lot more differences? 

There could be, so I 

think that I should go 

through the differences 

of the iPhone 11 and 

Pro. First, the iPhone 11 

has the duel camera sys-

tem that shoots every-

thing from 4k video to 

beautiful portraits, and it 

uses an ultra-wide cam-

era for sweeping land-

scapes and vast interiors. 

The iPhone 11 Pro uses 

a triple-camera system 

which uses adds a tele-

photo lens for pro-level 

portraits and the ability 

to zoom on distant ob-

jects. Examples of this are 

wildlife photos or sports 

events.  

The iPhone 11 Pro 

has a Liquid Retina HD 6.1” 

LCD display, which stays 

bright all the way to the cor-

ners and delivers true-to-life 

color. So, everything from 

videos to photos to games 

look beautiful. The iPhone 11 

Pro has a Super Retina 

XDR 5.8” or 6.5” OLED dis-

play. “It’s the best iPhone 

display and the sharpest dis-

play Apple makes. It’s 

brighter than sunlight and 

perfect for HDR movies, with 

true black and more detail in 

bright areas like fires.  

For more info on the iPhone 

11 pro go to the Ap-

ple website: https://

www.apple.com/iphone/  
 

https://www.apple.com/iphone/
https://www.apple.com/iphone/


The History of Halloween 

By Brandon 

Everybody 

knows of the famous 

holiday, Halloween, and 

for very respectable rea-

sons. I mean, come on, 

you get to go hang out 

with friends past your 

bedtime and overdose on 

sugar. A dream come 

true, right? Well, you’re 

absolutely correct; I 

wasn't about to ruin Hal-

loween for you, I’ll save 

that for the one old lady 

who gives kids apples 

and veggies. Halloween 

is the sixth most popular 

holiday in the United 

States, with 93 percent 

of children, and 68 per-

cent of adults celebrating 

it. Well, I bet a majority 

of people don’t know 

about the origins of Hal-

loween. So, let's dive 

into that. 

The ancient ori-

gins of Halloween date 

all the way back to about 

2000 years ago to an an-

cient celtic traditional 

festival called, Celtic 

festival of Samhain, cel-

ebrated around what is 

now Ireland, France, and 

the United Kingdom, 

according to Histo-

ry.com. This event was 

to mark the end of sum-

mer, and the beginning 

of harvest, or the bring-

ing of a cold, dark, win-

ter. Legend always said 

on the night of Samhain 

Festival, the lines be-

tween the living and the 

dead would be blurred, 

and the people from the 

ancient time would write 

about their sightings of 

dead people rising from 
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their graves to return to 

Earth. There was also a 

huge belief that these souls 

that came back would help 

priests in predicting the fu-

ture, if treated correctly up-

on their return. Now, how 

did they treat these spirits 

kindly? They’d often build 

an enormous camp fire, and 

dance around it while wear-

ing costumes built of animal 

body parts, such as skin, fur, 

teeth, etc. 

So to summarize, 

those who wore costumes to 

please the spirits gained a 

treat, wisdom to the priests 

which of course were very 

important in their lifetime. 

This is very familiar to how 

we trick our treat, and how 

we get in costumes in ex-

change for gifts, or candy. 



Fear of 13 

By Brandon 

Now for the 

number 13. 13 is often 

people’s go to unlucky 

number, and about 10 

percent of people in the 

world have a fear of the 

number 13, which just to 

let you know in compar-

ison, 10 percent of peo-

ple in the world are left-

handed. Imagine every 

left handed person being 

scared of the number 13. 

Crazy, right? Well, 13 

being unlucky can be 

dated back as far as for-

ever. In the first legal 

document ever found, 

the first ever translator 

failed to translate 

amendment 13, to be 

lost in history. Now as 

minor as that may 

sound, the number 12 

was considered to be the 

absolute most perfect 

number, it’s the meas-

urement of months in 

our year, hours in a day, 

and 12 original Greek/

Latin gods ruled Mount 

Olympus. In The Bible, 

the 13th guest to Jesus’ 

Last Supper, was the one 

to betray Jesus. Similar, 

in Norse mythology, the 

13th god introduced was 

the god; Loki, or the god 

of mischief, and he upset 

the other 12 gods’ per-

fect balance. Fun fact: 

80 percent of high rising 

buildings or other struc-

tures, do not have a 13th 

floor. Not too mention 

Friday the 13th, not just 

the popular horror movie 

franchise, but also the 

day that hangings typi-

cally happened through-

out most of history, and 

the old west. 

Now you have a 

bunch of factual stories 

to tell around a campfire 

and bore your friends 

and family over telling a 

fun, horror story. You're 

welcome. 
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“Give 

thanks for 

a little, 

and you 

will find a 

lot.” 

Comfort Food with Fergie! 

S’mores Nachos 

This recipe only takes 10 

minutes to prep, and 20 

minutes for the total time. 

So easy and simple.  

Ingredients: 

2 sleeves graham crackers, 

broke into thin squares 

30 marshmallows 

3 c. semisweet chocolate 

chips 

Directions: 

Preheat oven to 350 de-

grees F. In an oven-proof 

skillet, layer graham 

crackers and half the 

marshmallows and 2 cups 

of chocolate chips. Top 

with another layer of 

marshmallows and bake 

until marshmallows are 

soft and golden, about 10 

minutes. (Broil 2 minutes 

if you want them more 

golden.) 

Meanwhile, melt remaining 1 

cup chocolate chips on low 

heat. Drizzle with melted 

chocolate and serve immedi-

ately. 

 



Victim(Ctd. From page 2) 

There were dark times 

where I thought about 

committing suicide. There 

were two or three times 

where I tried to overdose 

on medication in refer-

ence to kids who bullied 

him at school. 
 

I'm watching this news-

cast where he is paraded 

down the steps and of 

course I identified with 

him," says gay rights law-

yer Christopher Lynn. 
 

Mr Lynn wasn't Cedeno's 

lawyer - but says he was 

moved to represent him 

after seeing him on TV. 

Ultimately, the judge in 

the trial did not dispute 

that Cedeno had faced 
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homophobic abuse – but he 

was still given a 14-year pris-

on sentence in September this 

year. 
 

But what cause Abel to do all 

that? Is it because he wanted 

to do all that? Or is it because 

he thought his life saw threat-

ened? Would he have done 

all that that if there was no 

one was bullying him? 

Unsolved Cold Case: the Boy in the Box 

By Fergie 

On February 23rd, 1957, a 

man who is not named was 

checking his muskrat traps in 

the woods right off Susque-

hanna Road in Fox Chase, in 

Philadelphia. In his journey 

that he thought would com-

pletely normal, he ended up 

coming across a baby bassinet 

box was a dead body. The 

man knew muskrat traps were 

illegal, so he did not report 

this dead body.  

Two days later, a college stu-

dent named Frederick Benosis 

was observe furtively on girls 

at the Good Shepherd School 

when he came across the dead 

body. Frederick was also not 

to come forward about it, but 

a day later he reached out to 

the authorities.  

The dead body these 

two found was sadly a young 

child who became known as 

the “Boy in the Box.” He was 

also well known for “America’s 

Unknown Child”, as you can 

tell by that “title” they gave 

him, he wasn’t really well 

known.  

The unknown child when 

he was found was fully naked, 

and his hands were so wrinkled 

it was as if he was in water 

shortly before he died. His 

esophagus contained a very 

dark substance suggesting that 

he may have puked shortly right 

before he died. They believe the 

cause of his death was taking 

too many hits to the head.  

What surprises me the 

most, is that this murder was all 

over the media. Yet, no one ev-

er came to identify this little 

boy. He was a kid, and sadly his 

life was short with no name but 

“Unknown.”     
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Two-Year-Old Shoots Himself 

By Mya 

The Baker City Sheriff's 

Department was called to a 

home where gunfire was 

reported where 2-year-old 

Liam Mankins shot him-

self. He was air-lifted to 

Saint Alphonsus Regional 

Medical Center in Boise, 

Idaho to be cared for. Sad-

ly, little Liam’s wounds 

were so fatal that he later 

passed away.  I know you 

may be thinking, how is 

this possible? Well, these 

things happen when you 

are not careful about 

where you keep your weap-

ons and if you leave your 

children unsupervised be-

cause you are occupied by 

something else. Whether it 

is cleaning, cooking, or 

you’re too busy doing 

drugs or sleeping, you 

should still keep in mind 

that the little ones are very 

curious and need a lot of 

attention.   

As far as supervi-

sion goes, well, Liam was 

not really being watched. 

He was playing with .380 - 

caliber semi-automatic 

pistol on the floor of his 

parents’ bedroom while his 

father was asleep on the 

bed when the gun went off. 

No one knows where the 

mother was at this mo-

ment, but the Baker Coun-

ty District Attorney’s Of-

fice said that both parents 

were at the home when this 

incident occurred. They 

now face some serious 

charges and maybe even 

some jail time.  

 The sheriffs’ depart-

ment, when arriving at the sce-

ne, arrested father, Peter Man-

kins, and mother, Diana Good-

man. Mankins and Goodman 

were administered toxicology 

labs to see if they were under 

the influence of intoxicants. 

Their reports came back posi-

tive for Methamphetamine, 

which indicates that they were 

in fact under the influence of 

drugs when the accident took 

place. 

Baker County DA, 

Matt Shirtcliff, said (about 

Mankins), “He was directly 

responsible for the firearms in 

the home. They were his guns 

and he was in control of 

them.”  

Shirtcliff also stated, 

“Goodman also had some de-

gree of responsibility for the 

guns being accessible to the 

child because she knew there 

were guns there.” 

Later, Mankins plead-

ed guilty to 1 count criminally 

negligent homicide, which is a 

class B felony, unlawful pos-

session of Methamphetamine, 

and recklessly endangering 

another person, which are both 

class A misdemeanors. He was 

also sentenced to 34 months in 

prison and is required to com-

plete drug treatment while he 

serves his time behind bars. 

Goodman was also 

charged with criminally negli-

gent homicide, unlawful pos-

session of Methamphetamine, 

and recklessly endangering 

another person. However, she 

was placed on a three-year 

probationary term along with 

having to complete drug treat-

ment but did not receive as bad 

as a punishment as Mankins. 

Mainly, this was because she 

was not present when the 

shooting happened, and they 

were not her guns. She had 

already served an eight-month 

sentence in jail and if her pro-

bation happens to get revoked, 

she will have to serve 18 

months in prison and will re-

ceive no credit for the 180 

days already completed. If she 

victoriously finalizes her pro-

bation, the felony charge will 

be removed from her record. 

Also, if successful, she will 

have another chance to reclaim 

and raise her other son, who is 

one years old.  

In the end, it is a sad 

tragedy what happened, and I 

hope for the parents, one-year-

old son’s sake, that they get 

themselves together, so noth-

ing bad happens to him. It may 

be getting hurt to just having a 

hard life. Hopefully, this opens 

the eyes of those who have 

important responsibilities but 

struggle from addiction. Bad 

things happen when you are 

not focused on the things that 

you should be focused on. And 

if you do have a problem, re-

member that there are people 

who are usually there for you 

and want to help. Even if there 

is no addiction problem, this 

article might show the im-

portance of keeping dangerous 

things such as guns, knives, 

and other weapons up and 

might help prevent more inju-

ries like that of Liam Mankins. 
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Thomas, Konner, Jacob, Jerry, Will, and Marshall come as 

greasers on 50s sock hop day. 

 

Ms. Jenny as Sully on Disney day. 

The staff gets crazy on hair bands day. 

The senior class shows spirit on school 

color wars day. 

Tracer and Jacob fight it out during 

one of the Homecoming assembly 

Cheer team member, Grace, at the Homecoming 

assembly. Homecoming 
Court 

Back row: Marcus 
Radcliffe, Jacob 
Jones, Karl Wil-
son, Jake Dol-
larhide, Asa Far-
rell. 

Front: Natalie 
Reffett, Grace 
Beal, Madison 
Loomis, Katie 
Beal, Kalie Ellis 

Homecoming princess and prince Natalie Reffett 

and Marcus Radcliffe on their float at the parade. 


