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Hello Red Raider Nation,  
 
Wow, we are already beginning the 2nd marking 
period of the 2019-2020 school year! The first 
quarter of the school year was very successful 
as our students are performing well in the 
classroom, our student misbehavior is low, and 
our extra-curricular organizations are 
experiencing success throughout the building. 
We have had such an amazing start, but we also 
know there is so much left to accomplish! 
 
As we continue through the first semester of the 

school year, I 
encourage our 
students to continue to 
work hard on their 
academic 
achievements. Even if 
the first marking period 
did not go as planned 
for an individual, the 

second marking period provides a “fresh start.” 
 
Parent-teacher conferences were held on 
October 16th, and the turnout was excellent, 
with the following percentage of parents in 
attendance: 

7th Grade: 59% in attendance 
8th Grade: 53% in attendance 
9th Grade: 55% in attendance 
10th Grade: 49% in attendance 
11th Grade: 37% in attendance 
12th Grade: 50% in attendance 

The Jr./Sr. High staff would like to thank you for 
taking the time out of your busy schedules to 
attend the conferences. Having open 
communication between the school and 
community is essential for our building’s success 
and the success of each individual student. I 
have encouraged the teachers to keep the lines 

of communication open, and I encourage the 
parents to do the same. 
 
The staff and I appreciate the opportunity to 
work with your child each and every school day. 
We are excited about the future of Marlette 
Jr./Sr. High School, and we look forward to 
continuing this fabulous 2019-2020 school year! 
 
Go Red Raiders! 
 
Upcoming Drama Club Performance 
The Marlette Jr./Sr. High School’s Drama Club 
will host a series of three special nights. On 
Friday, November 8th (7:00pm), Saturday, 
November 9th (7:00pm), and Sunday, 
November 10th (2:00pm) the Drama Club will be 
performing their version of “Around the Clock.” 
Each day, the doors for the event will open 30 
minutes prior to the start of the performance. 
Come out and enjoy an entertaining live 
performance and support our wonderful students 
at Marlette Jr./Sr. High!  
 
Marlette Community Schools’ App 
We are loving our new app! Stay updated with 
access to real-time sports scores, the daily 
cafeteria menu, news from administrators, 
student stories, and even emergency 
notifications. You can download the app for free 
on both Google Play or the Apple App Store. 
Download for Android: http://bit.ly/2wp1AST 
Download for iPhone: https://apple.co/2QxXUHJ 
 
Clubs - Get Involved! 
Marlette Jr./Sr. High School offers several 
extra-curricular activities that students can get 
involved in. Many of the winter clubs/teams will 
be starting soon, so it is not too late for students 
to join. The clubs/teams offer a tremendous 
opportunity for students to expand their social 
skills, collaboration skills, and communication 
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skills. Additionally, research shows that there is 
a high correlation between student involvement 
and academic achievement. Please see the 
main office for a full list of extra-curricular 
opportunities offered throughout the building.  
 
Study Lab 
Study Lab is offered to any student who would 
like extra academic help. This is an excellent 

opportunity to catch up on 
work or get extra guidance 
from Mr. Barrows (HS 
students) or Mrs. Blatt/Mrs. 
Bennett (JH students). 
These sessions are Monday 
thru Friday from 3:15-4:15. 

Please take advantage of this great opportunity. 
 
Skyward 
Marlette Community Schools uses Skyward as 
its primary student reporting system. Parents 
and students are able to access their grades 
through the password protected system. This 
year’s progress reports, report cards, and other 
school information will be posted and can be 
viewed through Skyward. If you currently do not 
have access, then contact the school office at 
(989) 635-4946, and we can get you the 
necessary information. 
 
Khan Academy 
Marlette Jr./Sr. High School is using Khan 
Academy to assist our students in their 
preparation for the SAT and PSAT tests. Khan 
Academy is a fantastic 
online resource that has 
data demonstrating its 
effectiveness in improving 
student test scores. Khan 
Academy is not only an 
“in-school” resource. It is a 
valuable tool that 
students, in all grade 
levels, should be 
accessing and progressing through outside of 
the normal school day. Khan Academy is a free 
and proven program that improves test scores. 
Click on the link above to access Khan Academy 
and take advantage of this valuable tool.  
 
 
 
 
 

Students Perform Well at Spelling Bee 
Marlette Jr./Sr. High School was well 
represented at this year’s Sanilac County 
Spelling Bee Contest. Placing for Marlette were: 
   Nolan Greve (7th grade) - tied in 7th 
   Dahleia Pitcher (7th grade) - 4th place 
   Alaina Prucnell (8th grade) - 5th place 
   Nadine Rumptz (8th grade) - Top 3 finish 
According to Mrs. Opperman, “This is the 
best showing Marlette has had in my 6 
years as Talent Coordinator.” 
Congratulations to all of our participants, 
and thank you Mrs. Opperman for 
organizing this opportunity for our students! 

 
 
Band Performances 
On behalf of the school and community, I would 
like to thank the high 
school band director, 
Mr. Chris Tartalone, 
and all the band 
members for their 
tremendous 
performances during 
the football season. We really appreciate all the 
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hard work and dedication it takes to pull off 
those halftime spectaculars. Please join us as 
the band continues to “wow” their audience at 
the Holiday Concert on December 17th at 7:00 
PM. 
 
Marching Band Gets High Marks 
Congratulations to our Marching Band members 
for their Division 1 (Superior) rating at the 
TFOTA Marching Band Festival hosted by 
Lakers High School on October 14th. Great job 
Mr. Tartalone and all our band members! 

 
 
Quiz Bowl Competes at CMU 
On October 9th, our high school quiz bowl team 
traveled to Central Michigan University to 
compete against New Lothrop High School. It 
was a thrilling experience for all, and the 
students represented Marlette with pride and 
class! Quiz Central will air a replay of the 
competition on Feb. 22, 2020 at 5:30 pm. The 
replay will be broadcast on PBS channel 28. 

 

 
 
Sophomores Experience Mi Career Quest  
On October 23rd, thirty of our sophomore 
students traveled to Flint for the Mi Career 
Quest exposition. It was an educational 
experience for our students as they were able to 
interact with hundreds of working professionals 
and learn about countless occupations that are 
available to them. Thank you to all the 
organizers and professionals who made this 
tremendous event a success. 
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Students Learn about Gabon 
On October 29th, Kent Modlin brought Dr. 
Deborah Walker to Marlette Jr./Sr. High. Dr. 
Walker presented to our social studies classes 
throughout the day and discussed her 
experiences while living and working in the 
country of Gabon, It was a tremendous learning 
opportunity for our 7-12 grade students! Thank 
you Mr. Modlin and Dr. Walker for providing our 
students with this terrific presentation! 
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JH Students Visit Temple Theater 
On October 31st, our 7th and 8th grade students 
traveled to Temple Theater, in Saginaw, to see 
five short story plays performed by the Boston 
Chamber Theater. Students enjoyed the humor 
and startling events in the plays. Thank you Mrs. 
Blatt for organizing this fabulous field trip for our 
students! 

 

 

 
 

Students Learning Hands-On 
Mrs. McElroy’s 7th grade science course 
recently conducted a unit on how to identify 
common trees around Marlette using a 
dichotomous key. They keyed out, preserved, 
and mounted their samples as a final project. It 
was a tremendous hands-on learning 
experience for our students.  
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Skype with Nationally Acclaimed Author 
On October 11th, Mrs. Lester’s 10th grade ELA 
classes were able to Skype with nationally 
acclaimed author Chris Crutcher. It was a 
rewarding experience for our students and a 
great use of technology to connect to outside 
resources. 

 
 
Cross Country Performed Well at GTC Meet 
On October 15th, Marlette's HS Cross Country 
Team competed at the GTC league meet hosted 
by Laker High School. In the girls race, Riley 
Ford repeated as overall East and West 
Champion with a time of 19:24, Emma Albertson 
was 2nd Team all conference with a time of 
22:34, and Marissa Crase was Honorable 
Mention with a season best time of 23:50. Olivia 
Storm was next in for the lady Raiders with a 
personal best of 25:49. Emily Martinez and Abby 
Meyer rounded out the field for Marlette. In the 
boys race, both Blake VanHorn and Dakota 
McCombs ran personal bests. Coach Titus had 
this to say following the event, “It was a great 
performance on a challenging course with lots of 
turns. Well done to Marissa, Olivia, Blake and 
Dakota on their PR’s and to Riley for repeating 
as League champ. It was a great way to finish 
the League competitions for seniors Marissa and 
Riley.” 
 

 

 
 
Congratulations Riley Ford! 
On November 1st, senior Riley Ford capped off 
a spectacular Red Raider career with a State 
Champion Runner-up title at the Division 4 
Finals. Ford was in second place on the sloppy 
course from start to finish in the field of 238 
runners. She fought off the third place finisher 
with less than a mile to go to finish with a time of 
19:22. This is the highest finish by any Marlette 
runner, she is the only girl to qualify for state all 
four years, and she finished all-state three of 
those four years. Riley will continue her running 
career next fall at Dalton State College in 
Georgia. “We are so proud of all the hard work 
and dedication Riley has poured into her high 
school career. She worked tremendously hard 
and fought the entire race to earn the title of 
State Champion Runner-up. Capping off 
back-to-back regional and league titles, three 
time all-state honors, and many individual wins, 
it was a great day for Riley and Marlette Cross 
Country” said Coach Chris Titus 
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Hot Breakfast & Lunch 
Marlette Jr./Sr. High School will continue to offer 
its students nutritious, well-balanced meal 
options. Breakfast will be offered from 7:45-8:10 
a.m. at no cost for students. The lunch schedule 
is split between two separate lunch periods, and 
the cost of a school lunch will be $2.95. Milk 
cartons will be offered at breakfast/lunch times 
for $.40. 
 
Free & Reduced Lunch Forms 
Families are able to complete free or reduced 
meal apps at any time during the year if their 
family situation, job, or 
financial situation 
changes. If you have not 
filled one out yet, then 
please do so - even if you 
think you may not be 
eligible. We want to be 
sure that we are providing all students with the 
nutrition they need to be successful each and 
every day. Applications for free and reduced 
meals are available at each school building and 
in the District Office.They can also be printed 
(here) or accessed via Skyward for an online 
application. 
 
OK2SAY 
Marlette Jr./Sr. High School is an OK2SAY 
school. Students can access 
the OK2SAY website to 
confidentially report tips on 
criminal activities or potential 
harm directed at Michigan 
students, school employees, 
or schools. 
 
 

Red Raider Mall 
The Red Raider Mall is an opportunity for 
students to shop for clothing, personal items, 
and food at no charge. The Mall is open to 
students every Wednesday before & after school 
and during their lunch hours. Students must 
have a signed pass from a teacher to be in the 
mall during class time. Families may come in to 
shop for their students one time during a 
calendar month.The Red Raider Mall is 
sponsored and supported by the Marlette 
community--churches, organizations and local 
businesses. Donations are appreciated and 
accepted.  Clean, new or gently used items 
appropriate for student use are always welcome. 
Please stop by the High School office with 
donations.  We will accept them during business 
hours even if the mall is not open. If you have 
questions or concerns please contact Marlette 
Jr/Sr High School at (989)635-4946. 
 
Senior Pictures Needed 
Senior year is a busy and exciting time. This is a 
reminder that seniors must submit their senior 
pictures to the yearbook. Mr. Barrows would like 
to ensure that every senior be represented in 
this year’s book. In order for this to occur, 
seniors must schedule an appointment with their 
photographer and seniors must have their 
pictures submitted to Mr. Barrows by March 6. 
Seniors, please make arrangements with your 
photographer to make sure your photo is ready 
on time. In most cases, the photographer will 
e-mail an electronic copy of the photo to the 
yearbook staff according to the required 
specifications listed below: 

1. Color Photo 
2. Type of Pose: Upper Body (head and 

shoulder or waist on up) 
3. Please have your photographer submit 

an electronic .jpeg file to 
sbarrows@marletteschools.org 

Seniors, failure to submit a photo on time may 
result in the yearbook staff using your class 
composite photo instead of your senior picture. If 
you have any questions, please contact Mr. 
Barrows at sbarrows@marletteschools.org or at 
(989)635-7425 (ext. 44807). 
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Driving Test Practice 
The Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) has 
created free resources for student drivers. 
Research shows that nearly 60% of first-time 
test takers do not pass their initial driving test. 
The DMV’s helpful resources can help prepare 
students to take their driving test. Sample tests 
can be found at the following link: 
https://www.dmv-written-test.com/michigan/pract
ice-test-1.html 
 
Athletic Updates 
Winter sports are getting ready to begin with 
high hopes for 
successful seasons. 
Please check out the 
Marlette Jr./Sr. High 
Winter Sports Schedule and come out to support 
our athletes! 
 
School Closing Information 
As the winter months approach, there is a 
chance that school may need to be closed or the 
opening delayed due to inclement weather. The 
school will notify the following radio and 
television stations if a closing/delay is needed: 

● WMIC/WTGV - Sandusky 660 AM, 
97.7 FM 

● WHNN - Saginaw 96.1 FM 
● WJRT - TV Channel 12 
● WNEM - TV Channel 5 
● WEYI - TV Channel 25 
● WXYZ - TV Channel 7 
● The Marlette Community Schools’ 

Facebook Page 
● The Marlette Jr./Sr. High Remind 

system 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Dates 
➔ November 7: 1st Marking Period Grades 

posted to Skyward 
➔ November 8-10: Drama Club 

performance of “Around the Clock” 
➔ November 15: No school scheduled 
➔ November 27-29: Thanksgiving Break; 

No School scheduled 
➔ December 6: Art Field Trip to DIA 
➔ December 13: Progress reports posted 

to student Skyward accounts 
➔ December 14; Marlette Wrestling 

Invitational 
➔ December 17; 7-12 Grade Holiday Band 

Concert; 7:00 PM 
➔ December 18: BPA Regional 

Competition 
➔ December 19; NHS sponsored Blood 

Drive 
➔ December 20: 1:00 pm student 

dismissal 
➔ December 23-January 3; Holiday Break, 

No School Scheduled 
➔ January 6; School Resumes 
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