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Planning for the Future

Over the summer, Mount Morris CSD off ered two college visits to high school students where they participated in an admissions 
informational session, received a group tour and ate lunch in the dining hall. MMCSD students visited Finger Lakes Community 
College and Buff alo State.

Each student was provided with lunch and a college t-shirt on each visit!

MMCSD designs the college visits to occur during breaks and Superintendent’s Conference Days specifi cally so that no school days 
are missed for the students. On December 9th, MMCSD students will have the opportunity to visit Elmira College. 

Along with the summer visits, we are excited to announce that the following area colleges will be coming to MMCSD to speak to 
Juniors and Seniors: SUNY Geneseo, SUNY Canton, SUNY Brockport, RIT, Keuka College, Elmira College, Niagara University, 
Alfred University, Clarkson University, Monroe Community College, Genesee Community College, and Finger Lakes Community 
College.
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At Mount Morris Central School District 
we are building the future, laying the foundation 

of  lifelong learning, opening minds to explore, 
          to create, and to achieve excellence.

  Mount Morris Central School District

Picture left to right: (standing) Joanna Regatuso, Evelyn Morf, Kiona Morf, Erica Morgan, Savannah Nunez, Isabelle Chesnes, Alyssa Cornelius, 
Jesse Bacon, Alec Mann, Dominic Coyote-Medina, (kneeling) Elizabeth Young, Emily Mike, Ian Lin, Chloe Mike, Anna Lin
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From Greg Bump, District Superintendent

We have had a great start to the school year. Th e National PTA recently released their School of Excellence list and I 
am proud that they have recognized the Mount Morris Central School District and the Mount Morris Parent, Teacher, 
Student Association with this special designation. I want to thank Amanda Lonsberry and the PTSA for their hard work and 
continued support.  

Th is year we have expanded our programs to include Indoor Track, high school Newspaper, Digital Imaging Club, and 
Odyssey of the Mind at both the High School and primary levels.  In addition, our students have started taking college 
classes from SUNY ESF and Alfred University to supplement the classes already off ered from Syracuse University.  

We are rolling out a new 24 hour, 7 days a week Safe School Helpline. Th e Helpline is staff ed by accredited mental health 
counselors to help troubled students who are suicidal, bullied or simply having a tough time. School community members 
can make reports at any time day or night and the school will be notifi ed. Some of the things you can use the Safe School 
Helpline to report are threats of violence, illegal activity, thoughts of suicide or bullying. Your call is private, confi dential and 

FREE MOBILE APP AVAILABLE FOR APPLE AND ANDROID PHONES

facebook.com/safeschoolhelpline

Let us know ANONYMOUSLY when you know of  anything 
that threatens the safety of our school.

WEB: SAFESCHOOLHELPLINE.COM
TEXT: 66746, THEN TYPE TIPS

SCHOOL SAFETY 
BEGINS WITH

THE SAFE SCHOOL HELPLINE® 
IT’S FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL 24/7 

800-4-1-VOICE EXT. 359
800-418-6423  EXT. 359

YOU

anonymous. We want to make sure 
that students and families have 24 
hour access to the help they need. 
Phone: 800-418-6423 ext. 359 
Web: www.saveschoolhelpline.com 
Text: 66746, then type TIPS 

Over the summer our staff  began 
work on our District Comprehensive 
Improvement Plan and School 
Comprehensive Education Plan 
for the Junior/Senior High. Two 
improvement areas that have been 
targeted are student attendance, and 
performance on the 3-8 assessments. 
Our plans have identifi ed some 
specifi c interventions designed to 
make improvements in these areas. 
Student attendance can be infl uenced 
by a variety of factors and it is 
important that we work together to 
ensure that students are at school and 
on time.
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Th e Merry – Go – Round Youth Th eatre is the largest touring children’s theatre in Upstate New York. Th e 
theatre is a curriculum based multi-discipline Sequential Dramatics Program. Th e goal is to address state 
standards for the Arts, English Language Arts, Science, Social Studies, LOTE, and Career Development and 
Occupational Studies. 

Each year, Mount Morris is visited by actors from the Merry-Go-Round Youth Th eatre with multiple 
performances that merge theatre and arts with curriculum students are learning in the classroom. In one 

performance, the actors led individual classroom discussions about the play, Asop’s Fables on Stage. In this 
play, second graders learned about acting in Ancient Greece and Aesop’s two kinds of storytelling, fables and 

parables. After classroom discussions, students watched a 45 minute play where the actors demonstrated what was 
just discussed. 

Merry – Go – Round Youth Theatre

Speakup!
STOP THE
BULLYING

Contact the Safe School Helpline® if you are being harassed or bullied. 
Your report is anonymous and can be made any time day or night.

Call: 800-418-6423 ext 359
Web: www.safeschoolhelpline.com

Text: enter 66746, then type TIPS
Free mobile app available for Apple and Android phones.

facebook.com/safeschoolhelpline

Let’s 
Talk! PS PS It Works!It Works! 

Communication Skills for Everyone! 
Adapted from: Parenting Skills Workshop Series 

Eight session workshop 
At Mt. Morris Central School 
Tuesday evenings 6:30-8:30pm 
     October...22, 29,  
     November...5, 12, 19, and  
     December...3 
Free Childcare & Transportation for 
Mt. Morris school district residents 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Livingston County provides equal employment and program opportunities.  Accommodations 
for persons with disabilities may be requested by calling CCE of Livingston County no later than one week before the beginning 

of any event to make arrangements.  Requests received after this date will be met when possible.  

To register: 
Call 585-658-5047 or email 
ehowe@mtmorriscsd.org 

For more information: 
Contact DeAnna Croteau at         
585-991-5420/335-1752 or 
email dlc292@cornell.edu 



STUDENTS 
IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Alyssa Cornelius
Create Positive 

Relationships
Alyssa is a member of 

the National Technical 
Honor Society (NTHS). 

Students inducted into 
NTHS are recognized for 

their outstanding achievement in 
career and technical education and must 

Jesse Bacon
Keep it Positive

Jesse is a member 
of Student Council 
and the National 
Honor Society 
(NHS) which is an 
elite group of students 
who continually demonstrate the highest 
levels of scholarship, service, leadership 
and character. Jesse is also a member of 
the oldest and largest service program 
for high school students: Key Club. Jesse 
played a lead role for the Drama Club, 
enjoys doing community service and is 
known for showing great sportsmanship 
in Soccer, Indoor Track and Swim Club. 

Jesse’s favorite hobbies outside of school 
are playing the drums for his church and 
hiking at Letchworth State Park.

After graduation, Jesse is interested in 
attending SUNY Canton, Delhigh or 
Morrisville to become an Automotive 
Technician, with an ultimate goal of 
receiving a master’s degree.

When asked what he feels the most 
important message to relay to his fellow 
students is Jesse said, “Do everything you 
can while you are in high school because 
it doesn’t last as long as you think. Keep it 
positive!”

maintain a GPA of 3.0 or higher. Alyssa is also a member of the Drama Club and had a leading role in the March play, Babes in Arms. 

Outside of school, Alyssa enjoys singing and occasionally sings for her church.

Alyssa is currently enrolled in the Criminal Justice Program through BOCES which prepares students for careers and further study 
in the field of Criminal Justice. After graduation, Alyssa would like to continue her Criminal Justice education at SUNY Brockport, 
SUNY Canton or SUNY Fredonia.

When asked what she feels the most important message to relay to her fellow students is Alyssa said, “Do as much as you can in 
school and create positive relationships with people. Good relations with your teachers are important!” 
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by Kindergartener Ryleigh Skinner Kindergartener Dallas Tidd; Photo Credit: Mrs. Tina Harding

Homecoming, an Annual Tradition!
Homecoming is a time 

when faculty, students, and 
alumni get together to show 
their school pride. 

During MMCSD’s 
Homecoming, alumni are 
invited back to their alma 
mater to celebrate the bond 
they have with Mount 
Morris. For current students, 
Homecoming is special 
because it is a time when 
students can have fun with 
friends and show their Blue 
Devil spirit!

MMCSD Homecoming 
is a weeklong event in 
September, and every day has 
a diff erent theme. Traditions 
include the Homecoming 
parade, a pep rally, grades 

9-12 class fl oats, painting 
the bridges throughout 
town, and culminates in the 

Homecoming games that are scheduled for that Saturday. 

School pride is what Homecoming is all about! Everyone wearing their school colors and parading around campus generates 
positive energy. Current students and faculty feel they are a part of something special and it gives alumni an opportunity to reminisce 
and catch up with former classmates. Showing school pride is simple; wear your school attire and enjoy the day!

Th rough school spirit, students and alumni can be a part of something exciting and unique. MMCSD welcomes alumni support 
and participation in its eff orts to continue the school spirit momentum beyond graduation. By sharing stories of school pride and 
current successes, alumni help foster the same love they have for their beloved alma mater in today’s students. 

“Visiting alumni love to cheer on our current Blue Devils by watching our athletic events. It’s a great day for the community to 
come out and see our athletic program as all our soccer teams play on one day,” said Mr. Swede, MMCSD Athletic Director. Th e 
District encourages students to show their love for MMCSD every single day, not just during Homecoming week, because it is truly 
wonderful to be a Blue Devil!

The Life Cycle of a Butter f ly
A t the beginning of each school year, our Kindergarten and First Grade students 

learn about the life cycle of a butterfl y. It can take up to two weeks for the butterfl ies to 
emerge from their chrysalises! At the end of this lesson, students are able to identify the 
main topic of a text, retell key details and identify the sequence of a butterfl y’s life cycle. 
“Th e students would come in every morning eager to see if there were any changes to 
the caterpillars. 
It was such a fun 
activity for the kids 
to experience,” said 
Mrs. Harding.
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Notif ication of Rights under FERPA for Elementary and Secondary Schools
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) affords 

parents and students who are 18 years of age or older (“eligible 
students”) certain rights with respect to the student’s education 
records. These rights are:
1. The right to inspect and review the student’s education records 

within 45 days after the date the Mount Morris Central School 
District receives a request for access. 

 Parents or eligible students should submit to the school principal 
a written request that identifies the records they wish to inspect. 
The school official will make arrangements for access and notify 
the parent or eligible student of the time and place where the 
records may be inspected. 

2. The right to request the amendment of the student’s education 
records that the parent or eligible student believes are inaccurate, 
misleading, or otherwise in violation of the student’s privacy 
rights under FERPA.

 Parents or eligible students who wish to ask the Mount Morris 
Central School District to amend a record should write the 
school principal, clearly identify the part of the record they want 
changed, and specify why it should be changed. If the school 
decides not to amend the record as requested by the parent 
or eligible student, the school will notify the parent or eligible 
student of the decision and of their right to a hearing regarding 
the request for amendment. Additional information regarding 
the hearing procedures will be provided to the parent or eligible 
student when notified of the right to a hearing.

3. The right to provide written consent before the school discloses 
personally identifiable information (PII) from the student’s 
education records, except to the extent that FERPA authorizes 
disclosure without consent.

 One exception, which permits disclosure without consent, is 
disclosure to school officials with legitimate educational interests. 
A school official is a person employed by the school as an 
administrator, supervisor, instructor, or support staff member 
(including health or medical staff and law enforcement unit 
personnel) or a person serving on the school board. A school official 
also may include a volunteer or contractor outside of the school 
who performs an institutional service of function for which the 
school would otherwise use its own employees and who is under the 
direct control of the school with respect to the use and maintenance 
of PII from education records, such as an attorney, auditor, medical 
consultant, or therapist; a parent or student volunteering to serve 
on an official committee, such as a disciplinary or grievance 
committee; or a parent, student, or other volunteer assisting 
another school official in performing his or her tasks. A school 
official has a legitimate educational interest if the official needs to 
review an education record in order to fulfill his or her professional 
responsibility.

 Upon request, the school discloses education records without 
consent to officials of another school district in which a student 
seeks or intends to enroll, or is already enrolled if the disclosure is for 
purposes of the student’s enrollment or transfer. [NOTE: FERPA 
requires a school district to make a reasonable attempt to notify the 
parent or student of the records request unless it states in its annual 
notification that it intends to forward records on request.

4. The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of 

Education concerning alleged failures by the Mount Morris 
Central School District to comply with the requirements of 
FERPA. The name and address of the Office that administers 
FERPA are:

 Family Policy Compliance Office
 U.S. Department of Education
 400 Maryland Avenue, SW
 Washington, DC 20202

See the list below of the disclosures that elementary and 
secondary schools may make without consent.
FERPA permits the disclosure of PII from students’ education 
records, without consent of the parent or eligible student, if the 
disclosure meets certain conditions found in §99.31 of the FERPA 
regulations. Except for disclosures to school officials, disclosures 
related to some judicial orders or lawfully issued subpoenas, 
disclosures of directory information, and disclosures to the parent or 
eligible student, §99.32 of the FERPA regulations requires the school 
to record the disclosure. Parents and eligible students have a right to 
inspect and review the record of disclosures. A school may disclose 
PII from the education records of a student without obtaining prior 
written consent of the parents or the eligible student –
• To other school officials, including teachers, within the 

educational agency or institution whom the school has 
determined to have legitimate educational interests. This includes 
contractors, consultants, volunteers, or other parties to whom the 
school has outsourced institutional services or functions, provided 
that the conditions listed in §99.31(a)(1)(i)(B)(1) - (a)(1)(i)(B)(2) 
are met. (§99.31(a)(1))

• To officials of another school, school system, or institution of 
postsecondary education where the student seeks or intends to 
enroll, or where the student is already enrolled if the disclosure is 
for purposes related to the student’s enrollment or transfer, subject 
to the requirements of §99.34. (§99.31(a)(2)) 

• To authorized representatives of the U. S. Comptroller General, 
the U. S. Attorney General, the U.S. Secretary of Education, 
or State and local educational authorities, such as the State 
educational agency in the parent or eligible student’s State 
(SEA). Disclosures under this provision may be made, subject 
to the requirements of §99.35, in connection with an audit or 
evaluation of Federal- or State-supported education programs, 
or for the enforcement of or compliance with Federal legal 
requirements that relate to those programs. These entities may 
make further disclosures of PII to outside entities that are 
designated by them as their authorized representatives to conduct 
any audit, evaluation, or enforcement or compliance activity on 
their behalf. (§§99.31(a)(3) and 99.35)

• In connection with financial aid for which the student has applied 
or which the student has received, if the information is necessary 
to determine eligibility for the aid, determine the amount of the 
aid, determine the conditions of the aid, or enforce the terms and 
conditions of the aid. (§99.31(a)(4))

• To State and local officials or authorities to whom information is 
specifically allowed to be reported or disclosed by a State statute 
that concerns the juvenile justice system and the system’s ability to 
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eff ectively serve, prior to adjudication, the student whose records were released, subject to §99.38. (§99.31(a)(5))
• To organizations conducting studies for, or on behalf of, the school, in order to: (a) develop, validate, or administer predictive tests; (b) 

administer student aid programs; or (c) improve instruction. (§99.31(a)(6))
• To accrediting organizations to carry out their accrediting functions. (§99.31(a)(7))
• To parents of an eligible student if the student is a dependent for IRS tax purposes. (§99.31(a)(8))
• To comply with a judicial order or lawfully issued subpoena. (§99.31(a)(9))
• To appropriate offi  cials in connection with a health or safety emergency, subject to §99.36. (§99.31(a)(10)
• Information the school has designated as “directory information” under §99.37. (§99.31(a)(11))

Adrian Rios Ferrer (9th grade)

Briana Lang (10th grade)
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Vannelis Torres Velazquez (9th grade)
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Mrs. Spicciati’s High School Art students created functioning banks out of pottery clay. In these photos the clay is still wet. 
Next, the students will glaze their pieces and then they will be ready to go into the heating kiln.

ARTISTS IN THE SPOTLIGHT
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A FREE Book Every Month for 
Children Under 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our PTSA’s partnership with the Dolly Parton Imagination Library Program 
benefits our community by allowing all Mount Morris Central School District 
residents to register their child/children under the age of five (5)  to receive a 
FREE book in the mail EVERY month!   
 

To enroll your child in the Imagination Library, please send an email to 
freebooks@mtmorriscsd.org with the information listed below, complete  
an enrollment form which is available in our visitor entrance, or call  
Sarah Williams at 585-658-5036.   
 
The information required to register for this program is as follows: 

 Parent Name(s) 
 Child's Name 
 Child's Date of Birth (Month/Day/Year) 
 Child’s Gender 
 Mailing Address 
 Phone Number 

 
 Parent’s Email Address  

o This is not required to register, but helps in establishing a user ID 
and increases communication and accessibility. 

 

MOUNT MORRIS CENTRAL SCHOOL

BOARD OF EDUCATION 2019-2020 Peter Privitera, President • Thomas Young, Vice-President • 
Stephanie Gehrig • Ann Hunt • Pamela Martin • Deborah Schmidt • Jennifer Young

Administration Gregory Bump, Superintendent • Jesse Hamilton, 7-12 Principal  • Danielle Dean, Elementary Principal • 
Mike Cox, Business Administrator • Krystal Baxley, Director of Pupil Personnel Services


