Language Arts Courses

Literature and Composition I: 9th			Required	Prerequisite-None			This introductory course reviews the basic elements of reading and writing. We begin with a concentration on Six Trait writing, practicing with the rubric and using it to examine model texts and each other’s writing, especially the traits of content, organization and conventions.  Literature survey includes elements of short fiction, drama, novel, and poetry concentrating on plot lines, literal meanings, and character analysis.  Daily journals, weekly compositions, quarterly book logs, and special projects/ presentations make up the majority of work required for this course.
		
Literature and Composition II: 10th	 		Required	Prerequisite-Lit and Comp I		A more sophisticated review of Six Trait writing that concentrates on style, fluency and voice, composing more intricate thesis statements, making formula writing work for individual voices, and tackling the persuasive essay.  Literature study focuses on theme, symbolism, points of view, and literary style.  Daily journals, weekly compositions, quarterly book logs, and special projects/ presentations make up the majority of work required for this course, too.

American Literature and Research Writing: 11th	Required  	Prerequisite-Lit and Comp II	
A rich mix of literature and history that takes a chronological look at the American character, beginning with our Puritan heritage and moving into the 20th century.   We spend a great deal of time examining the connections between writers and the times in which they write to explore the connections between life and literature.  Review of literary terms, writing to prompts about literature. Juniors are required to submit one research paper per quarter based on the history or literature we are working on. Weekly comps – 500-700 words still using the Six Trait rubric.

English Literature and Research Writing: 12th		Required 	Prerequisite-Am. Lit/Research		A study of early classical literature beginning with the Beowulf legend, includes medieval literature, writings of the Renaissance, and Shakespearean drama.  Later works include Jane Eyre, Wuthering Heights, Lord of the Flies, 1984, and Catcher in the Rye. Review of literary terms, writing to prompts about literature.  Seniors are required to submit one research paper for the first three quarters (that’s 3 papers) based on a subject of personal interest. Weekly comps – 500-700 words still using the Six Trait rubric. Class Play

Creative Writing: 10th-12th       	Elective				Prerequisite-None   1st semester 
First and second quarter creative writing course will concentrate on understanding and practicing the powers of observation, listening, and sensing.  We will study the art of inventing titles, comparing and contrasting details, practice the skills involved in developing plots and conflicts, writing dialogue, creating word pictures and characters, incorporating humor and shifting points of view. Poetry, including haiku, ballads and sonnets will round out the semester.  Culminating final project- one creative piece – polished and ready for publication.  Yes, we will publish.
	
Speech: 10th-12th	                       Elective				Prerequisite-None 2nd semester 
Speech preparation including purpose, audience and topic; outlining, introductions, bodies and conclusions.  Practice with extemporaneous, impromptu, manuscript, debate – speeches to inform, persuade, entertain and for special occasions.  Performance monologues, dramatic readings, set building.  Must be willing to prepare and deliver a persuasive or informational talk to the school board or Accountability Committee.
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Northeastern Junior College curriculum for English 121 will be used. This class emphasizes the planning, writing, and revising of compositions, including the development of critical and logical thinking skills. Includes a minimum of five compositions that stress analytical, evaluative and persuasive/argumentative writing. This is a dual credit class. It can be taken for both high school and NJC credit.

