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Superintendent Newsletter 

 
It’s October and we are wrapping up much of the fall activities season and the first quarter of 
school.  I also like the end of this month because we complete the District budget and data 
collections for the State of Nebraska.  These are very important functions, however, it takes time 
away from connecting with staff and students.  October 9th the State released data related to our 
standardized testing – NSCAS and ACT - and ranking of buildings using the AQUESTT system.   With 
the amount of change we have had in defining State Standards and how students are assessed, it is 
nearly impossible to track a group over several years and measure growth.  We did pull data on 
four other districts to make internal comparisons and to better evaluate our data. Data for all public 
schools in Nebraska can be found at https://nep.education.ne.gov/.  
 
The positive take away from the data is that our buildings scored good to great, we had no areas 
requiring Target Improvement, our ACT scores were above the State average, and our NSCAS scores 
showed improvement over last year - with most falling above the state average.  We are examining 
ways to improve the proficiency percentages in all areas – but feel very good about our current 
student performances. 
 
I want to close with a spotlight on Senior Aspyn Harrison.  Aspyn is involved in numerous school 
athletic, fine art, and organizations where she has been able to be an impactful leader in and out of 
school.  This fall we received a note from an umpire (this is the second time in 28 years of coaching 
and administration I have seen this happen) who wanted to point out the sportsmanship, kindness, 
and attitude Aspyn demonstrated during a difficult tournament game in Omaha where the Blue 
River Panthers suffered a loss and a few tough breaks.  It was pointed out how she complimented 
the opposing catcher while batting, picked up that players mask to hand it to them, and later 
thanked the umpire for the job that was done – as he noted – it happened throughout the 
tournament.  That is what true student leadership looks like! Aspyn is the daughter of Kasey 
Harrison and Shari Watts.   
 
There are always positive things to be proud of, there are days we can all be better, but never let 
kindness take a day off! 
 
Proud to be a Husky,  
Chip Kay, Superintendent 
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Cody Bobolz 
6-12 Principal 

 
The Coffee Bean 
On the 1st day of school, one of the things I shared with our 
students was a book titled, “The Coffee Bean” written by Jon 
Gordon and Damon West. In reference to the story, each 
student had a bag of coffee beans placed in their locker to be a 
continual reminder. The story revolves around a boy who finds 
himself struggling with various challenges, which is affecting his 
school work and his play on the football team. One of his teachers asks him to stop in after 
school to discuss his recent struggles. The teacher introduces him to the concept of the carrot, 
the egg, and the coffee bean. 
 
When a carrot is placed in boiling water, it becomes soft and mushy. When an egg is placed in 
boiling water, it becomes hard and obviously turns into a hard-boiled egg. Now, what happens 
when a coffee bean is placed in boiling water? The coffee bean is different than the carrot or 
the egg because it transforms in its environment. Ultimately, when life becomes difficult, we 
have 3 choices: 
1.) you can become weakened and soft (carrot)  
2.) you can become hardened and be negative (egg) 
3.) you can adapt, transform, and overcome challenges (coffee bean). 
 
Some other takeaways that I shared with students: 
1. Failure is just an event, never a destination. 
2. Control what you can control. 
3. Know the power each of you possess - we can choose to change/adapt. 
4. Turn off the negative and tune into the positive. 

 
#bethecoffeebean 

 

Mrs. Glock is the boss.  In Social Studies, the 

kindergarten students learned about people who 
are in authority and what they do as an authority 
figure. The students shared their thoughts of what 
Mrs. Glock does at her job and then drew a picture 
of her. Here are some of the student’s descriptions 
of Mrs. Glock’s responsibilities. 
She watches all we do. 
She greets us. 
She is on the computer a lot. 
She keeps us safe. 
She reads our paws. 
She leads us in the Pledge. 
She tells us what’s for lunch. 
She’s in charge of the teachers. 
She makes sure we learn the right things. 
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Husky recognition rally  ……………………………..Mr. Bobolz 
 
We held our first husky recognition rally on September 27th in the west gym. The emphasis 
of these rallies is to recognize students who are excelling in the classroom and demonstrating 
Great character qualities. We also held our monthly PBIS drawing for middle school and high 
School. 
One of the main features of this rally was to recognize the September students of the month. 
Students are nominated by their teachers, nominations are based around the 4 pillars of SRC 
(innovation, integrity, accountability, and service). Each student received a certificate, a t-shirt, 
And lunch on the principal. These 
students truly demonstrate what 
it means to “be the coffee 
Bean.” 

 

6th- Kreyten Zimmerman 
7th- Trinity Prokupek 
8th- Aubree Siffring 
9th- Payton Sliva 
10th-Fischer White 
11th- Kira Pavlik 
12th- Bailey Belt 
 
 
 
 
NSCAS & ACT Results 
This past month the Department of Education released the 2018-2019 NSCAS Data 
and AQuESTT classifications. Every spring SRC middle school students take the 
NSCAS assessment for English-Language Arts, Mathematics, and Science (8th grade 
only). Schools then have the opportunity to review results in early October before the 
state makes these results public. The state then rates schools based on set criteria 
along with how well students score on the NSCAS. Overall, we are encouraged by the 
results and feel our students scored well, however, there is always room for growth. 
 
Middle School AQuESTT Rating- Great  
 
Shelby-Rising City Performance Scores vs State Average 
English-Language Arts (% of students proficient)- 51%  State Average- 52% 
Mathematics (% of students proficient)- 58%    State Average- 52% 
Science (% of students proficient)- 67%     State Average- 66% 
 
SRC juniors took the ACT test last April. We feel the students did an excellent job. Much 
like the NSCAS assessment for middle school, the ACT is one of the main factors the 
Nebraska Department of Education utilizes in rating high schools across the state. We 
believe that our ACT prep has certainly helped prepare our students for this test and the 
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results are an indication of that. We will continue to strive to provide our students 
opportunities for success. 
 
High School AQuESTT Rating- Good  
 
Shelby-Rising City Average Scale Scores vs State Average Scale Scores 
English-Language Arts- 18.3 State Average- 17.7 
Mathematics- 19.5    State Average- 18.9 
Science- 19.9    State Average- 19.0 
 
Within the next month we will be sending home Individual Student Reports (ISR’s) 
which will provide a breakdown of how your son or daughter scored on the NSCAS 
assessment and/or ACT. We will also attach a letter that provides information that will 
assist everyone in understanding the various achievement levels. If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Upcoming Dates 
October 28th- Husky Recognition Rally (8:30 am- West Gym) 
November 11th- Veteran’s Day Program (9:30 am- South Gym) note time change 
November 26th- Husky Recognition Rally (3:25 am- West Gym) 
 
Go Huskies!! 

 
The SRC 

Husky 
Football 

Team 
 has 

qualified 
for the 

Class C-2 
State 

Playoffs 
for 

the second 
straight 

season.  

Congratulations to both the players and coaches. 
Well done! 
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Mark your calendars and plan to join us for our upcoming 

 
Winter Concerts 

 
 

Third, Fourth and Fifth Grades:  
Tuesday, December 10, 2019 

 
 Pre-K, Kindergarten, First and Second Grades:  

Thursday, December 12, 2019  
 

Middle School: 
 Monday, December 16, 2019 

 
 High School: 

 Thursday, December 19, 2019 
 

 all concerts will be in the West Gym at 7:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://bannetrade.blogspot.com/2011/12/joyful-day.html
http://bannetrade.blogspot.com/2011/12/joyful-day.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Notes from Nienhueser 
 

     This year we have once again been using our SecondStep lessons for guidance classes in 
grades K-5. Students have spent the first quarter learning about skills for learning. There is a lot 
going on and it can be hard to stay focused, listen, keep voices quiet, and keep your body still. 
Many times, we start off with a brain builder game to work on listening skills and following 
directions.  
     We are moving into our unit on Empathy – feeling the way others feel. Students are being 
challenged to show compassion. Looking at clues on a persons’ face and body language can 
help determine how they feel and if they need a little kindness. Please encourage your 
child(ren) to practice compassion at home and in the community as we continue to emphasize 
it here at school. A little kindness can go a long way. 
     As we move forward, we will be working on calming down skills. You might be hearing songs 
that remind you to stop, name your feeling, and calm down. We will work on calming strategies 
such as belly breathing, counting, using positive self-talk, and working on self-care to help with 
stress. We will also be using MindYeti. You can try MindYeti yourself by going to mindyeti.com 
and setting up a free account. This works on mindfulness and calming skills. It is also great to 
use as an adult! 
     We are starting something new at the elementary level. DESSA (Devereux Students Strengths 
Assessment) will be used for grades K-5. The DESSA System is based on the CASEL 
(Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning) framework. Teachers will rate kids 
to help determine additional social skills that need improvement. After ratings are complete, 
students will work in small groups to build skills including: self-awareness, self-management, 
social-awareness, relationship skills, goal-directed behavior, personal responsibility, decision-
making, and optimistic thinking. Ratings will take place three times a year to measure growth in 
these skills. 

Kate Nienhueser 

 
The SRC yearbook staff attended the annual 

NHSPA Fall Convention at UNL Monday, October 21.  More than 
800 students and advisors were in attendance.  Students heard 
keynote speaker Lise Olsen, senior reporter and editor of Texas 
Observer magazine talk about her experiences as a 
journalist.  Concluding the keynote speaker, students went to 
breakout sessions throughout the day about photography, 
journalistic writing, interviewing strategies, social media/tv 
reporting, career talks on journalistic careers, theme building, 
yearbook trends, and so much more. As students return to the 
classroom, they are ready to put their new insights to work in 
creating the 2019-20 yearbook.  Pictured is the 2019-20 yearbook 
staff: Zoe Kuhnel, Kera Denbo, Mia Dishong, Elise Fjell.  Also on 
the staff but not pictured is Kasey Fuentes. 
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High school English Language Learner 
students have been not only learning 

about the English language, but sharing 
some “favorites” from their culture.  In 

learning about grocery shopping, meals, 
and money, the ELL students had lunch to 

talk about groceries and food, their 
favorite meal from their culture.  Lunch 
this day brought a bit of home into the 

classroom. 

 

 
On September 25th, S-RC 

second grade students went on their 
annual field trip to Morrill Hall on the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
campus and to The Lincoln Children’s 
Zoo.   

 
While at Morrill Hall, students saw 
exhibits such as Paleontology of 
Nebraska, the Mesozoic Era in 
Nebraska, Bizarre Beasts, Hall of 
Nebraska Wildlife, and First People of 
the Plains, in addition to other 
exhibits on display. 

 
The Lincoln Children’s Zoo provided 
students with the opportunity to 
explore animals in their habitats, their 
life cycles, and adaptations, which 
connects to science units the 
students explore throughout the year. 
 



November  2019 

  
 
On October 13th National Honor 
Society students perform Highway 
92 clean up as a part of their 
required community 
service.  Students pictured are 
Carson Rathje, Colin Wingard and 
Kira Pavlik. Other students involved 
in Highway clean up were Jayce 
Vrbka, Clare Kohl, Tori Perry, 
Alyssa Blohm, Jett Pinneo, Grant 
Lindsley, Antonio Lopez, Maddie 
Hopwood, Alison Nekl and Kamryn 
Pokorney. 
 

 

Shelby Rising City Student Council Members Attend 
Youth Leadership Conference 
By: Lauren Rabourn 

  
The 6th grade Shelby Rising City Student Council members attended the Region 1 Principals’ Youth Leadership 
Conference at Doane University in Crete on Tuesday, October 22, 2019.  The following members, along with a 
number of students from other school districts, attended the conference: Eli Fjell, Loralie Logan, Nevaeh Martinez, 
Braxton Siffring, Danica Watts, Kreyton Zimmerman, Logan Lindsley, and Kendall Nickolite. 
  

The Region 1 Principals partnered with Team Concepts to provide our students with a fun-filled day of activities 
that focused on leadership, creative thinking, problem-solving, and much more.  Through our participation in these 
activities, we hope to help continue implementing and building a positive culture within our school district. 
  

The focus of the conference for the day was: How do I capture the potential of every single person in the 
room?  To answer this question, student leaders learned about the Four Pillars of Kindness and worked together 
through a variety of team activities. 
The Four Pillars of Kindness are: 

1. Leaders always include.  When people feel excluded, they feel rejected.  You can’t have anxiety about expect to 
perform at the top - you won’t reach your full potential.  When we (leaders) include others, we help them capture 
more of their potential. 

2. Leaders always encourage.  Leaders always encourage the people around them to keep going.  “Keep going.  You 
can do it.”  You might fail a lot, but if you continue to encourage each other and build each other up, you will 
succeed. 

3. Leaders always celebrate.  Kindness celebrates.  Any time you celebrate, you can make anything fun for any 
person. 

4. Leaders always trust.  In order to lead people, you have to trust them.  We have to trust people in order to build a 
team with success. 
  

Students participated in activities where they quickly learned that each of the Four Pillars is important to a team’s 
success.  Each member of the group was included and knew the important role he/she played.  Group members 
continuously encouraged one another through completing each of the difficult tasks.  This encouragement was 
really seen in a few of the groups as they made special cheers to encourage members that were a little scared to 
try some of the things they were being asked to do.  When a member of the group was successful, everyone 
celebrated, which made the entire experience much more fun for all participants.  Every challenge these student 
leaders worked on together required a lot of trust in one another.  Some students were a little more daring than 
others, but at the end of it all, trust in each person on the team led to the success of each of the groups. 
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At the end of the day, it was important to bring our teams back 
together for one last activity.  Student leaders were asked to tell at 
least one person why they value them as a member of their 
team.  This closing activity was rather enlightening.  Students 
shared with one another that they valued their great ideas, their 
enthusiasm, that they made sure everyone had a chance to 
participate in every activity, their ability to always lend a helping 
hand, and for just making it an enjoyable experience by including 
them.   
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Shelby Community Library Hours 

The Shelby Community Library is also available to the public when school is in 
session (8am-3:30pm) 

When school is in session 
Open weekdays  

8:00 Monday thru Thursday   
Closed at 4:30 

Friday Close at 3:00 
Open Saturday 9:30-1:30 

When school is NOT in session 
Monday-Tuesday-Thursday 

9:30-12:00; 12:30-4:30 
Wednesday 12:30-4:30; 5:00-7:30 

Friday and Saturday 9:30-1:30 
 

Look for the BLINKING “Open” sign 
Website:  http://libraries.ne.gov/shelby/ 

FACEBOOK:  Shelby Community Library 
Twitter:  @shelby library 

 
 
 
 

 

The Fitness Center IS Always 
OPEN!!! 

 
24 HOURS A DAY  
7 DAYS A WEEK 

 
join and enjoy the Fitness Center 
Comfort of a secure environment 
Stop in the Main Office (Door 9) 

to get your membership 

 

 

http://libraries.ne.gov/shelby/
http://libraries.ne.gov/shelby/
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The Nebraska-Hispanic Latino 

Youth Summit was held on 
Monday, October 21st and 10 
students from Shelby-Rising City had 
the opportunity to attend. The Summit 
seeks to equip youth with college 
planning and career path information 
through sessions. Students were able 
to choose from the categories listed 
below each session that they found 
interesting or best fit their career 
plans. Each session involved a 
keynote speaker chosen for their ties 
to the Latino community, their 
success in overcoming adversity, and 
their message of hope.  
 
 



November  2019 

EducationQuest Foundation 

College Planning Bulletin 

A monthly college planning guide for Nebraska high school students   
 
November 2019 
________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seniors…a reminder of what to do this fall 
There’s A LOT going on right now with the financial aid and college admission processes, but don’t get 
overwhelmed! Here’s a recap of tasks you should complete this fall to stay on track to college. 
 
Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 

• First, create an FSA ID for you and one for a parent at fsaid.ed.gov. You’ll need it to access and 
sign the FAFSA. Click here for instructions. 

• Review our FAFSA Checklist for a list of items to gather before you start the form. 
• Complete the FAFSA at fafsa.gov. You may also complete it via the myStudentAid app for iOS 

and Android. 

• For free help with the FAFSA, see FAFSA Tools at EducationQuest.org or call EducationQuest to 
make an appointment: Omaha – 888.357.6300, Lincoln – 800.303.3745, Kearney – 
800.666.3721, or Scottsbluff – 800.303.3745, ext. 6654. 

 
Apply to your top college choices 
If you attend one of nearly 200 Nebraska high schools holding Apply2College events this fall, you’ll get 
help with your applications. If not, here are steps you should take to apply.  
 
Retake the ACT and/or SAT. Colleges use your best scores for college admission and scholarships. 
 
Get serious about applying for scholarships. See ScholarshipQuest at EducationQuest.org for 
Nebraska-based scholarships and a list of national search sites. 
 
 

Juniors…start researching colleges 
If you narrow your college choices by the end of your junior year, your senior year will be less stressful. 
Here’s how to get started:  
 
Review College Profiles at EducationQuest.org for information about colleges in Nebraska and across 
the country. If you’re interested in an out-of-state school, check out the Midwest Student Exchange 
Program to learn about tuition discounts.  
 
Meet with college representatives who visit your school, and then visit the websites of the colleges that 
interest you to learn more about the schools.  
 
Once you’ve narrowed your choices, schedule campus visits. Try to visit in the spring of your junior 
year while colleges are still in session.  
 
For more tips, see the Finding the Right Fit section at EducationQuest.org. 
 
 

This app will help you stay on track to college 
Download the EducationQuest app for easy access to tools like Activities Resume, College Profiles, 
College Timeline, Reality Check, and ScholarshipQuest. There's also a calendar that will guide you 

https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas/index.htm
https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas/index.htm
https://www.educationquest.org/pdfs/Handouts/FSA_ID_handout.pdf
https://www.educationquest.org/pdfs/Handouts/FSA_ID_handout.pdf
https://www.educationquest.org/pdfs/FAFSAchecklist.pdf
https://www.educationquest.org/pdfs/FAFSAchecklist.pdf
http://www.fafsa.gov/
http://www.fafsa.gov/
https://www.educationquest.org/resources/fafsa-tools/
https://www.educationquest.org/resources/fafsa-tools/
https://www.educationquest.org/11th-12th-grade-students/selecting-a-college/are-you-ready-to-apply2college/
https://www.educationquest.org/11th-12th-grade-students/selecting-a-college/are-you-ready-to-apply2college/
http://actstudent.org/regist/dates.html
http://actstudent.org/regist/dates.html
http://sat.collegeboard.org/register/sat-dates
http://sat.collegeboard.org/register/sat-dates
https://www.educationquest.org/resources/scholarshipquest/
https://www.educationquest.org/resources/scholarshipquest/
https://www.educationquest.org/resources/collegeprofiles/
https://www.educationquest.org/resources/collegeprofiles/
http://msep.mhec.org/
http://msep.mhec.org/
http://msep.mhec.org/
http://msep.mhec.org/
https://www.educationquest.org/11th-12th-grade-students/selecting-a-college/its-time-for-campus-visits/
https://www.educationquest.org/11th-12th-grade-students/selecting-a-college/its-time-for-campus-visits/
http://www.educationquest.org/11th-12th-grade-students/selecting-a-college/
http://www.educationquest.org/11th-12th-grade-students/selecting-a-college/
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through college-planning steps - and you can personalize it with your own tasks. 
 
Download the app and encourage your friends to do the same!  
Apple    Android 
 

November “To Do” List 
 
Seniors…complete these tasks in November to stay on the path to college: 
____ Complete the FAFSA. 
____ Apply to your top college choices. 
____ Download the EducationQuest app. 
____ Register by November 8 for the December 7 SAT. 
____ Register by November 8 for the December 14 ACT. 
 
Juniors…complete these tasks: 
____ Research colleges that interest you. 
____ Take a prep course for the ACT college entrance exam. 
____ Download the EducationQuest app. 
 

 WEATHER CANCELLATIONS 
 
All school cancellations or delays due to weather will be sent out by phone and 
text through our school messenger system.  Additional information will be sent 
to KOLN/KGIN-TV (Lincoln), KLKN-TV (Lincoln), Local Radio-Weather Threat, 
and our social media accounts. 
 
Decisions will be made as close to 6:30am the morning of school as 
possible.  If decisions are made the night before it will be sent out by 10:00pm. 
 
All before school activities are cancelled on late starts and additional information on school activity 
cancellations or postponements will be provided on days school is cancelled independently. 
 

 

 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/id1434346910
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/id1434346910
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.guidebook.educationquest.android
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.guidebook.educationquest.android
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
https://www.educationquest.org/you-app-solutely-need-this/
https://www.educationquest.org/you-app-solutely-need-this/
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register/dates-deadlines
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register/dates-deadlines
http://actstudent.org/regist/dates.html
http://actstudent.org/regist/dates.html
https://www.educationquest.org/you-app-solutely-need-this/
https://www.educationquest.org/you-app-solutely-need-this/

