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A Message from Mrs. Henneberry   

 

Dear GMMS Families, 

November 11th Granby Memorial Middle School will honor our Veterans with a reception and 
school wide assembly. These local heroes have sacrificed much to ensure our freedom. GMMS 
students welcome the opportunity to express their appreciation for local veterans and their 
service to our country. Many of these veterans are family members of our students and 
teachers. 

One of the most important ways citizens can honor veterans is by expressing their right to vote. 
Our right to vote is ensured through the selfless actions of veterans who protect our freedom. 
Granby has a proud voting history.  Last year, Secretary of the State Denise Merril presented 
Granby with the 2018 Democracy Cup for being Connecticut’s mid-sized town with the highest 
voter turnout!  Granby’s impressive voter turnout was also recognized in 2010 and 2012. 
Congratulations Granby! 

This year we are voting for municipal leaders. Our local leaders make decisions that directly 
affect everyday life in Granby. Connecticut’s budget is complicated and will greatly impact 
Granby’s future.  It is important that voters make informed decisions when electing local leaders 



entrusted with operating our town and schools. You can learn more about the candidates by 
visiting the Granby Register of Voters’ website. 

November 5th is Election Day and schools will be closed. The high school community gym is 
Granby’s one polling location and will be open 6:00 AM to 8:00 PM.  Honor our veterans and 
cast your informed vote on November 5th.  Bring your child with you to the poles as you model 
democracy in action. 

. 

“Democracy cannot succeed unless those who express their choice are prepared to choose wisely. 

The real safeguard of democracy, therefore, is education.”  

― Franklin D. Roosevelt 

Respectfully yours, 

Sue Henneberry 

Principal 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
E  N  R I C H M E N T 

 
 
Enrichment clusters are one component of our schoolwide enrichment model (SEM) of which all 
teachers and students participate.  This fall we embarked on our second year of offering enrichment 
clusters:  two seven-week sessions held throughout the year where students are presented with a roster 
of choices to select from based on both teacher and student interest areas.  Clusters are meant to 
engage, excite, and spread enthusiasm for learning throughout the entire school community.  This year 
we are happy to announce the launch of student-led clusters where students have presented ideas for 
clusters around their interests, and then work directly with a teacher as co-facilitator of the cluster 
leading the planning and implementation of the group’s work together.  Titles of our student-led fall 
clusters are:  Road to Riches, Crazy for Queen, Creative Yarn Art, Game Show Gurus, Markers & More!, 
Stitch It Up, Just Journaling, Veterinary Medicine:  Small Animals 101, Smart Art & Nature, Movie 
Production:  Acting, Filmmaking & Editing, and Magnificent Memes. 
 

https://www.granby-ct.gov/registrars-voters
https://www.granby-ct.gov/registrars-voters
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/219075.Franklin_D_Roosevelt


“For so many teachers, this is a brand new way of looking at their students and seeing their potential, not their 
struggle or academic/social strengths or weaknesses.”  ~Nicole Waicunas, UCONN SEM Coordinator 
 
 
 

Shirley Cowles 
Enrichment Coach 

cowless@granby.k12.ct.us 

 

Unified Arts 

 

 

During the past month, the Eight Graders have just completed their Flag Football Unit. All 
students were assessed while running the pass patterns we learned in class, as well as a 
written test on football terminology and rules.  Split into experience levels, the class 
started in a non-threatening manner for the students that may be intimidated, but 
ended with mixed groups of now experienced players. This unit was a very big success in 
most students’ eyes. 

The Seventh Grade completed a Speedball unit that combined football, soccer and 
basketball skills. A very fast-paced game, Speedball was invented by the military with 
hopes of keeping their troops in shape. This game has a little bit of something for 
everyone! 

The Sixth Grade began their transition into middle school physical education with the 
game of ultimate. This game is a great way to practice fundamental keep away skills, 

mailto:cowless@granby.k12.ct.us


invasion game tactics and social dynamics. Their next unit, Net Ball, sees the transfer of 
these skills into a much higher level as the goal changes from an end zone to a 
basketball net. With less players per team and a smaller field, the art of evading your 
defender and making yourself available becomes a huge concept. 

The year is off to a very active and healthy start! 

 
 

 
Media Center 

 
This month in makerspace students created masks with        
various craft supplies, stickers and decals using the        
Silhouette vinyl cutting machine, and fall-themed designs       
using Perler beads. Recently we added another drawing        
tablet to the makerspace. Using a stylus and traditional         
drawing techniques such as shading and hatching,       

students have been designing digital art. The technology featured in last month’s assembly             
in a lively game of Pictionary. 
 

 
New books are making their way into the library collection all the time. Popular this month                
are Raina Telegmeier’s new graphic novel Guts. Other popular titles are Zita the Spacegirl,              
Frostblood, and The Crossover. 
 

 
 

Family and Consumer Science 
 



 
 
It has been a busy month in FCS! Our Junior Achievement segment came to a close and                 
students received a Certificate of Achievement for successfully completing 6 sessions of JA!             
We want to thank all of our volunteer guest speakers who made the program such a                
relevant and successful part of our Consumerism Unit. If you know someone who would              
like to share their time with us through the JA program, please contact Mrs. Marti. 
 
All grades have been busy in the kitchens, creating wonderfully healthy snacks and meals;              
fruits smoothies, blueberry, spiced apple and pumpkin muffins, turkey tacos, bean & cheese             
burritos, baked churros, pizza and hot pockets, have all been on the menu! As we wind                
down the quarter, students will discover the benefits of healthy eating by investigating My              
Plate and applying the farm to table philosophy to their daily meal plans. EAT SMART AND                
LIVE SMART! 

 
 

Technology Education 
 

 

6th grade Explorations students wrapped up their time in the course this week with learning how                
things work. Students brought in various devices from home and took them apart to see how they                 
worked. Devices were broken down into their various components. Components were then            
categorized into the basic systems of Input, Process, Output, and Feedback. Once that was done               
then they were also classified into their basic energy systems (Mechanical, Electrical, Chemical,             
Fluid, or Thermal). Each group then presented their findings and what they learned to their               



classmates. 

 
 

Art 
 
8th grade Art Club started meetings on October 23rd. A reminder that this club meets the                
3rd and 4th Wednesday of each month. Permission slips and dates for all meetings can be                
found in the display case outside of the art room. 2nd Quarter classes begin on November                
4th. Students will be in Art everyday for this quarter. Students will begin with drawing and                
design projects in all three grades. 
 

 
 
 

Music 
 

Hello, Music Families! 6th , 7th , and 8th grade Chorus and Band members are hard at work 
preparing to showcase music for our Winter Concerts. Please take note of ALL the 
important due dates from our department paperwork below!! 
 
We strongly recommend that families encourage their singers and instrumentalists 
to practice their choir and band music AT HOME between rehearsals to continue 
making progress! In Google Classroom, choir members have access to rehearsal 
tracks and band members have links to the audio recordings for their pieces. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MUSIC CONCERTS  
 

All Music Concerts are a REQUIRED part of the band and choir curriculum. PLEASE PLAN 
AHEAD! Students are expected to be on time, properly dressed and ready to perform at 
concert time. All concerts take place at the GMHS Auditorium and begin at 7 pm.  
 

WINTER CHOIR CONCERT: Thursday, January 9, 2020  
(snow date: Thursday, January 16th) 

WINTER BAND CONCERT: Wednesday, January 22, 2020  
(snow date: Wednesday, January 29th) 

 
SPRING CHOIR CONCERT: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 

SPRING BAND CONCERT: Thursday, June 4, 2020 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
We would like to let you know about some very important dates and events coming soon 
(ALL FORMS ARE POSTED ON YOUR CHILD’S GOOGLE CLASSROOM PAGE!):  
 

● Bushnell Trip Permission Slip/Payment: Friday, November 15th *no late forms 
accepted!  

● Holcomb Farm (for flutes/clarinets): Saturday, December 7th (time TBD) 
● Northern Regionals Registration: Tuesday, December 3rd  
● Northern Region Music Festival Auditions: Saturday, January 11th , 2020  

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
*Northern Regionals Help Sessions: Mrs. Rivera and Miss Mello would like to offer after 
school help sessions from 2:30 - 3:30 pm for students planning to audition for the 
Regionals Festival. Students may stay as long or short as they need to, but be sure to 
arrange a ride home no later than 3:30 pm. The dates are as follows: 
 

November 12, 19, 26 
December 3, 10, 17 

January 7 
 
Please email riverar@granby.k12.ct.us or melloc@granby.k12.ct.us with any questions.  

 

WORLD LANGUAGES 

 
Spanish 

 6th Grade Spanish 

Students are completing our “Corre” unit, focusing on the high-frequency verbs Corre, Camina 

and Ve.   Students are very interested to learn about the running of the bulls in Pamplona. 

Students are also starting to explore, in context, what it means when a verb has a different 

ending (i.e. subject-verb agreement).  We continue to focus on reading comprehension as a key 

skill.  

 

7th Grade Spanish 

We completed our “Los Castells de Tarragona” unit, where in addition to the core verb 

structures Ayuda and Puede, we learned about the tradition of building human towers in 

Catalonia, which is part of UNESCO’s list of Intangible Cultural Heritage.  We are now engaged 

in our unit La Comida Latina, where we have built our base with the high frequency verbs 

Busca, Encuentra and Sabe, and will use those as a springboard to explore a variety of 

traditional and popular Latino foods.  



 

8th Grade Spanish 

Students have completed and shared their Family Albums using a new technology tool 

(Bookcreator).  We are also exploring cultural traditions from Mexico, including celebrating Dia 

de los Muertos, and reading the Mexican legend La Llorona, through a scaffolded reading 

strategy called Embedded Reading.  

 

 

French 

6th grade French 

Students are off to explore lands near and far and discover the vast area of the French speaking 

world. Many people do not know that French is spoken in 29 different countries around the 

world and that it is the second most frequently taught language after English. In this unit, 

students will investigate one of these countries in depth and see exactly where they will be able 

to use their French! 

 

7th grade French 

We are just beginning a new unit: En ville. We are learning about French towns and cities and 

how to navigate through them by giving and following directions. Ask your students about the 

blindfolded activity or where they shop for food in France besides in the supermarkets! 

 

8th grade French 

The 8th grade French class have recently begun our food unit: À Table! We have discussed some 

dining etiquette, typical French foods, cultural differences, regional cuisine and cafeteria 

cuisine. 

I encourage you to help make a connection to French culinary culture at home. Here are a few 

suggestions: 

· have a carafe of water at the table during lunch or dinner 

· make omelets for lunch or dinner instead of breakfast 

· buy a baguette in the morning and eat it with every meal throughout the day 

· add a cheese course to your dinner meal after the main course 

Our culminating activities for this unit will be a skit performance on dining out in France as well 

as a French food day!  More details forthcoming. 

Bon appétit! 



 

Chinese:  

6th Grade Chinese:  

In November, 6th grade Chinese students will learn the history and stroke order of some basic 

Chinese words and radicals.  They will have a lot of chances to practice how to write and draw 

these words with fun activities and games.  

  

In addition, they will begin learning basic Chinese greetings to enable introductory 

conversations and a lot of classroom expressions in Chinese so that they can start to ask 

questions and make requests in Chinese.  

 

7th grade Chinese: 

In November, 7th grade Chinese students will learn how to ask and tell time in Chinese. Also, 

they will learn two direction songs to remember different directions. They will practice a variety 

of new vocab in Chinese on these two topics.  

 

 
Wings of Fire book club member Tommy Bunz 

 



 

 
 
Grade 6: 
In November, sixth graders will be focused on Unit 2: Ratios and Proportional Relationships. 

This unit is an in depth study of ratios and proportional relationships, which are the 

foundational understanding of slope when students get to Algebra class.  Ratios can be seen in 

many places, so students will be making many connections to their interests outside of school. 

In addition, students will develop an understanding of ratios in order to connect the concept to 

percentages and unit rates.   When you are in the store with your student, ask them to find 

simple discounts on items using basic percentages.  For example, they will know how to take 

10% off of an item.  Students can also use these concepts to calculate tax or a tip when you are 

at a restaurant.  Students will be working with this real world application of percent problems 

throughout the unit. 
 
Grade 7: 
Students will be starting  Unit #2 focusing on ratios and proportional relationships. Students will 

identify equivalent ratios, rates, and unit rates. They will formally define a proportional 

relationship and analyze relationships presented in ratio tables, graphs in the coordinate plane, 

and word problems. You can help at home in many ways.  When shopping for groceries or 

browsing a supermarket ad, have your child calculate the unit prices—for example, the price 

per gram or per pound—of various items. Ask which product is the best value based on unit 

price.  When following a recipe, discuss what would happen if you made more or less of it. Ask 

your child to calculate how the other ingredient measurements would change if, for example, 

you reduced the amount of butter from six tablespoons to two tablespoons.  This real world 

practice will allow students to make connections between the material they learn in school and 

their daily activities.  
 
 
 
Grade 8: 
Students in Algebra have been working with equations and slope of a line.  Knowing how to 

solve an equation is one of the foundational algebraic skills that students will need for all future 

math courses.  Algebra 1A students will be focusing on solving literal equations to begin 

November. These equations contain many variables, so it is important for students to take their 

time, and show their work.   Examples of these equations include geometric formulas, such as 

for area.  They will then move in to inequalities.  Algebra 1 students will be spending a = l • w  

November extending their equation and inequality skills to systems of equations and 



inequalities.  In a system of equations, students need to solve for two variables.  This 

knowledge will allow students to solve more complex equations that can model real world 

applications.     All Algebra students should be utilizing Google Classroom to look for helpful 

videos, links, and class updates.   Have your child check Classroom often, and reach out to their 

teacher if they need any support with the material.  

Science 
 
Grade 6: Sixth grade has completed our mini-unit on density by designing and constructing a 

floatation device for our toy dog Fetch! This leads into our unit on thermal energy transfer. 

Students will learn about energy in general, how thermal energy travels, and how to speed up 

and slow down the transfer of heat. Our design challenge will be creating a device based on a 

client’s need; students may design and build either a solar cooker, a method of transporting ice 

for sculpting, a home-made hot tub, or gloves to protect the hands of an Alaskan fisheries 

worker from cold water. Our trip to the Boston Museum of Science, originally scheduled for 

October 17, has been rescheduled to November 7.  

 

Grade 7: On November 4th and November 6th, Seventh grade students will go on a field trip 

to the Norwalk Maritime Aquarium. There, students will do a marine study cruise on the Long 

Island Sound, participate in a Long Island Sound pollution lab and see an IMAX movie about the 

South Pacific. This experience will support our study of Ecology as we investigate cause and 

effect relationships of resources affecting populations of organisms, analyze data to see how 

populations are affected by the available resources and lastly, look at how humans can manage 

resources to prevent overuse.  

 

Grade 8: In 8th grade, students will be wrapping up their unit on the Mechanisms of Diversity. 

After that, we will be starting a unit on Physics which will  focus on Forces and Energy. Here we 

will investigate the basic units of physics and the basic principles of Newtonian physics. 
 

Successful science students are engaged science students. Remind your students that their 

engagement in class activities and discussions is important. Students who are engaged  are 

curious and ask questions, make connections to things they already know, and participate in 

class discussions.  

 

Science Club will change our meeting days to most Tuesdays for the second quarter. Members 

can attend any meetings that fit their schedule. Listen to the morning news for updates to the 

schedule. Meeting activities will depend on the members’ ideas about having fun with science. 

 



FishKids will meet on most Thursdays for the second quarter. Watch the morning news for any 

scheduling changes. We will be learning how the system works, doing water tests, cleaning 

tanks, and feeding fish as needed. Members attend as they wish - there is never an obligation 

to stay. 

 __________________________________________________________ 

 
November News from Language Arts 

Quarter one has come to a close and it’s a great time to set 
goals with your student for quarter two! Please help your student 
remember to check the Powerschool portal and Google Classroom 
for continued focus on homework completion and reading. Setting 
an organizational routine with your student will directly contribute 
to success in middle school! 

Currently, sixth graders are nearing the end of their first unit “The Plot Unfolds”. 
After analyzing a series of short stories, including “Raymond’s Run” and “Popularity”, 
classes had discussion about character development, plot structure, and theme. Now, 
these shared texts serve as exemplars to be referred to during each student’s process of 
writing an original realistic fiction short story.  Students are applying their new 
learning through the revision process and working toward crafting a strong theme in 
their writing.  Nightly homework continues to include independent reading.  Students 
are keeping a list of books they read in their binders. Please ask them about their 
reading: They love to discuss new books and what they plan to read next! 

In seventh grade, students have wrapped up a study of realistic fiction through 
book clubs and are now working on realistic fiction narratives. They have finished the 
planning stage and drafting is underway; Narratives are set to be finished in the second 
week of November. Students are spending time collaborating with peers and conferring 
with their language arts teacher to set goals for their writing. Additionally, seventh 
graders are mastering new vocabulary and have completed their second unit of study. 
Ask your seventh grader to share some of their new words with you!  



Eighth graders have concluded their first full class novel, Speak, and are starting 
to focus on developing detailed plot structures that will help design captivating 
narratives. Students have the choice to write a narrative based on a true life event, or to 
create a completely fictional narrator, setting, and plot line. It’s wonderfully 
entertaining to hear their creative out of the box ideas - ask your eighth graders what 
they’re writing about! By the middle of November, students will submit a well 
elaborated narrative piece that will assess their application of the skills in author’s craft 
they’ve studied extensively in both short stories and in Speak. While most of the writing 
will be done together in the classroom, some progress will be completed outside of 
class. Soon, each student will be offered narrative choice titles to study in book clubs 
and our focus will shift to generating high level thinking questions and collaborative 
discussions.  

Sincerely, 

Grace Matthews, Lisa Everett, Jennifer Ferrigno, Tom McNamara, and 
Kathy Waddington. 

 

------------------------------------------------------ 

GMMS Social Studies Department News ~ November, 2019 
 
 
Grade 6 
Sixth grade students recently finished writing a letter to Senator Murphy or Governor Lamont 
arguing whether or not plastic straws should be banned. Below is a portion of Mikaela 
Neuman’s letter, a Polar team student.  Students have also just begun researching and creating 
their special place projects, where they are using the themes of geography to describe a place 
of importance in their lives.  In the coming weeks, we will begin our next unit on India.  
 
    I think that we should ban plastic straws to help the marine life. My first reason is, since when plastic straws fall in the 
ocean, they can harm marine life. If they harm the marine life, that means some of our food sources will disappear, and to some people 
this may be a big problem. According to the article “Should Plastic Straws Be Banned?” it states that “Pieces of Plastic release chemicals 
that harm marine wildlife.”  First, this shows that if the marine life that moves through an area with poisoned air, it will be poisoned 
automatically, and that is a problem for the habitat, and the people that eat the marine Life won’t have the option anymore. And comes 
to be a big problem when food is scarce for areas around the world. Second of all, even though plastic straws are not the main problem 
with trash in the ocean, they still take up space in the water.  Even though plastic straws are not the main problem with the trash in the 
ocean, they still take up space in the water and around. Plastic straws can be dangerous when it comes to marine life. The straws could 
poke, scratch, or even impale an animal in the water. In the article it clearly states that, “ Experts predict that by 2050 there will be 
more plastic in the ocean than fish.” First of all, this evidence shows that by using plastic straws we create more plastic that ends up in 
the ocean. That will help keep the fish population higher than plastic population in the ocean. Lastly, plastic does not decompose. With 
throwing it into the ocean, the plastic will never decompose, so there is a large chance that a fish or a sea turtle might mistake it for 



food. Since plastic does not decompose, that means that being thrown into the ocean won’t help a thing. Since the plastic will not decay 
in the water there will be a greater chance of a fish or a sea turtle to mistake it for a piece of food or something that it is friendly with. 
In the article it states clearly that “Plastic doesn’t biodegrade. (decompose, disappear) It breaks up into smaller pieces, which means 
that essentially every piece of plastic ever created still exists.”  This evidence suggests since it still exists that means that on land or in 
the water itś still here. Like we said before, we have a greater chance of it harming marine life inside of the ocean. 
   
 
Grade 7 
Seventh grade students recently finished writing a letter to Senator Chris Murphy stating their 
opinion on the merits of the Green New Deal. Below is a portion of a letter from Leah Silverman 
of the Kodiak team.  
 
The Green New Deal isn't the right way to fix global climate change, it's too expensive for average 

Americans to afford to pay. The main problem is just how much money this plan will cost. In some 
places, people are already struggling with money and payments for other people, and adding more just 
creates more problems. “The Green New Deal would make household energy bills jump by as 
much as $3,800 a year” (Senator Barrasso). In many places, taxes are already high, and adding 
more wouldn't make very many people happy, and it might raise costs too much for students or poorer 
families to be able to pay. While this problem might not affect you personally, you’d have to take into 
consideration who in Connecticut would be. I'm sure you wouldn't want to see college students 
scrambling to find a high paying job just so they could pay bills and rent they never had before the 
Green New Deal was implemented.  

 
Students are currently working on a Themes of Geography Visual Projects applying geographic 
themes to major US Cities. In the coming weeks, we will wrap up our unit on Geography Tools 
and the USA with the study of types of governments and economic systems.  Our next unit will 
be on Latin America.  
 
 
 
 
 
Grade 8 
 
Students have begun their 8th grade writing activity by looking into the history and function of 
the Electoral College.  Ultimately, students will compose a letter to a congressman justifying an 
opinion on whether the Electoral College is still the best method for electing the President. 
Students will continue to build their skills of citing and incorporating text evidence from reliable 
sources to explain the topic and justify their opinion.  To help them build their knowledge 
students will be reading multiple sources from various viewpoints.  In the coming weeks, 
students will be studying the Constitution, with a focus on the Amendments.  
 
If you want to help your student with this assignment, engage them in a discussion about the 
Electoral College.  Do you support it or should we go to a popular vote to elect our president. 
 
Geography Bee 



All GMMS students will participate in the National Geographic Geography Bee. The Bee will 
begin with individual classroom rounds in December. If you’re interested in preparing with your 
child, you can visit the National Geographic Study Corner at 
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/bee/study .  

School Health News 
  
IMPORTANT for 6th grade parents- 
Has your child had a physical since June 14, 2019? All incoming 7th graders MUST have 
updated physicals and immunizations done between the last day of 5th grade and the first day 
of 7th grade. 
 
Required immunizations for 7th grade include the TDAP and Meningococcal vaccines.  
 
Please submit this updated physical and immunization form to the nurse if you have not already 
done so. If you need  The CT “Blue” Form is available from the School nurse and is also located 
on the GMMS Clinic Webpage, under Downloadable Documents and Forms.  
 
This physical is required by the State of Connecticut to be submitted prior to the first day of 7th 
grade. 
 
Please call the clinic with any questions, 860-844-3038 
 

 Winter Sports 
  
Winter sports will be starting mid November.  Students wishing to participate in a team must 
have a current health physical on file with the nurse, which is dated no greater than 13 months 
to the date practice starts.  Students will be prohibited from practicing or playing come the 
expiration date if a new physical form has not been submitted. If you have any questions or are 
unsure when you child’s physical expires please call the clinic and the nurse will be happy to 
check for you. If they have emergency medications, such as inhalers or Epi Pens, they must 
have medication orders on file with the nurse that allows them to self-carry this medication. 
Students and coaches do not have access to the clinic after school hours or when on away 
games. 
 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/bee/study


 
Medications Carried by Students 

 
As cold, flu and allergy season comes upon us, please do not send your child to school with 
over the counter medication for their symptoms.  All medications given in school require a 
physician’s order.  The nurses obtain yearly written consent to give some medications like 
cough drops, acetaminophen and ibuprofen. If you would like your child to self-administer or be 
provided other medications while at school  you  MUST provide a written medication 
authorization form from a physician with parent/guardian signature. This needs to be on file in 
the school nurse’s office. There are many long acting types of cold medication which will 
provide them with relief throughout the school day if taken just prior to leaving home in the 
morning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

321 Salmon Brook Street 
Granby, CT 06035 

860-844-3029 
 


