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he safety of every student remains a top priority for Everett Area School 
District. With this in mind, we continue to invest in programs and ser-
vices to make sure our students feel secure, whether they’re in the 

classroom, on the playground or scrolling the social media feeds of friends 
and peers.  This year, these efforts include:

A Full-Time School Police Officer 
(SPO)  
Dennis Guelich joined EASD in 
September as our School Police 
Officer.  He is a visible presence at each 
school building. He brings 25 years of 
law enforcement experience to the 
position, which includes more than 
two decades with the Pennsylvania 
State Police as a trooper, line pilot and 
station commander. Throughout the 
day, Officer Guelich monitors school 
grounds, cafeterias, halls, restrooms 
and parking lots to ensure student 
safety. He also interacts with students, 
teachers and local law enforcement 
officials on several fronts to promote 
public safety on our campuses. We’re 
glad to have him on board. 

District Safety Analysis 
This analysis, conducted by a safety consultant who served as a former State 
Trooper, was completed in October and will guide the District’s efforts to 
develop and carry out a long-term, campus-wide safety plan. 

Visitor Information 
A state-of-the-art visitor management system has been installed at 
each school building to identify, screen and track school visitors. It is a 
comprehensive system that can advise of potential threats to school safety.

Faculty, Staff and Student Training 
Our faculty and staff members continue to receive training in an array of 
public safety matters, including active shooter response efforts, bullying 
prevention and See Something/Say Something, a federal initiative that 
encourages individuals to alert local law enforcement officials to suspicious 
activity, including alarming social media posts. 

“As educators, it is our mission to create a safe and secure environment where 
children can learn and grow,” said Dr. Dan Webb, Superintendent. “These 
investments are part of our ongoing efforts to make sure that Everett schools 
remain safe and sound learning spaces for every child.” 

School Safety Remains Top Priority

New Buddy Benches at Everett 
Elementary and Breezewood 
Elementary playgrounds are places 
where students can go when they 
want to talk or play with someone.  
Elementary Guidance Counselor 
Aliza Baker, pictured with 5th 
graders Natalie Guelich and Carter 
Akers, brought the idea to Everett 
schools as part of ongoing efforts to 
reduce bullying and help students 
develop stronger peer-to-peer 
relationships.
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Officer Dennis Guelich, our new 
School Police Officer, is pictured 
with EAMS students Natalie 
Guelich, Karl Foor, Emily Guelich, 
Xander Brown and Brenna Leasure.
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A Commitment to  
Meet District Goals

ach day, we work hard to meet our goals to help every student meet his or her potential. 
Our goals are posted in our school buildings, on our web site, throughout the District and 
are outlined below.

1.   90% – 100% of our students will go on to their first choice of schools after high school.

2.  The total number of students missing 10 or more days of school will be reduced by 2% annually with a target goal of 
5% or less of the student population missing 10 or more days of school.

3.  85% - 100% of our student population will be connected to an extracurricular or after hours school function.

4.  100% of our teachers will have professional learning plans to improve their craft.

5.  100% of our teachers will be involved in extracurricular or after school activities involving students.

6.  100% of our teachers will understand and use data to influence instruction and enhance student achievement.

7.  100% of our teachers will use various teaching strategies and best practices to entice student learning.
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Look for this symbol 
to see how our 
goals are linked to 
everything we do. 

E
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The Addams Family is coming to Everett, and you don’t want to miss it!

More than 70 students in grades 6-12 will take to the stage on November 22 and 23 as 
actors, singers, musicians and stage crew members for this year’s musical.  

“This tremendous group of students has been working really hard since September to 
make sure this is an unforgettable show,” said Shery Foor, director and choreographer.  
“I’m so proud to have the opportunity to work with them.”

The show shines a new light on the beloved Addams Family characters when Wednes-
day, the teenaged daughter, brings her new boyfriend home to meet the family. It’s an 
evening you don’t want to miss. Tickets are just $5 for students, $10 for adults and can be 
purchased at the middle/high school office or at the door. We hope to see you there!

Just a Note of Thanks …
he EASD Board of Directors, 
administrative team, faculty 
and staff extend a sincere thank 

you to the many individuals, families 
and businesses that helped make 
our new middle/high school Fitness 
Center a reality.

The Everett community raised more 
than $32,000 to build and equip 
the space in memory of Mr. Tom 
Waltman, a long-time EASD physical 
education teacher and coach who 
passed away unexpectedly in 
July 2018. The Fitness Center was 
dedicated in August 2019 during a 
special ceremony attended by close 
family, friends and colleagues. 

The student-centered facility is 
already in high demand. Several 
middle/high school physical 
education classes are taking place 
in the Fitness Center each week. 
Members of our boys’ and girls’ 
athletic teams are also using it on a 
daily basis for weight training and 
endurance-building activities.

“The Fitness Center is a welcome 
addition to our campus and a great 
health and wellness resource for 
our students,” said Dr. Dan Webb, 
Superintendent. “Tom was a big 
advocate for a dedicated student 
fitness space. When I see our 
students keeping 

active at the Fitness Center, I know 
he’d be happy with what the  
community has achieved.”

Senior Sean Young lifts during a 
recent physical education class.
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The Addams Family Comes to Everett! 

“Last year, our students raised $300 
and distributed the funds to three 
organizations,” said Mr. Nathan 
Rosenberger, a science teacher at 
EAMS and the NJHS advisor. “Their 
donations also helped support the 
renovation of the Fitness Center in 
memory of Mr. Waltman.”

Good works also permeate our  
elementary schools and Everett Area 
High School.  For example, dozens of 
4th and 5th graders at our elementa-
ry schools volunteer their time every 
morning to mentor younger students.  
As part of the Study Buddy program, 
they meet with primary grade stu-
dents each day to help them practice 
math or reading skills.

At EAHS, students are regularly 
involved in service projects, wheth-
er they’re raising funds to support 
breast cancer awareness, organizing 
blood drives or dancing to support 
pediatric cancer research through 
Mini-THON.

Giving Spirit Guides  
Students’ Efforts
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Everett Elementary 5th grader, 
Brooke Hillegas, is a Study  

Buddy who helps students in 
Mrs. Bulger’s Kindergarten class 

every morning. 

iving back seems to come nat-
urally to students across EASD, 
whether they’re reaching out to 

the community or to each other.

Just days after the school year got 
underway, members of the National 
Junior Honor Society (NJHS) at EAMS 
began to organize an array of ser-
vice projects that they will complete 
throughout the year.  During the fall 
months, these projects include:

•  Trunk-or-Treat at Everett  
Elementary

•  Food drive to benefit the Everett 
Food Pantry, as well as efforts to 
help distribute the food to families 
in need

•  Pumpkin paintings for residents of 
Rebecca’s Assisted Living facility

•  Handmade holiday cards for older 
adults

In the spring, the NJHS will join our  
elementary and high school students 
in collecting Easter baskets for chil-
dren in area pediatric hospitals. They 
will also fill backpacks with school 
supplies for children who need them, 
and organize a project to help beautify 
the school. In addition, they host vari-
ous fundraisers throughout the year to 
benefit community-based initiatives. 

Here are just a few of the decorated pumpkins that were delivered to  
Rebecca’s Assisted Living to brighten residents’ days. 

“It’s our goal to prepare students for 
success in and out of the classroom,” 
said Dr. Dan Webb, Superintendent.  
“Through their efforts to strengthen 
and improve our community, stu-
dents in every grade are learning that 
we’re all in this together. We’re very 
proud of our students and their com-
mitment to give back to make Everett 
a better place.”

Senior Dakota Dumez was voted 
Most Spirited at last month’s talent 
show, an event that raised $600 
for Your Safe Haven. Students also 
brought canned goods to donate to 
the Everett Food Pantry.
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BCTC – Preparing Students  
for In-Demand Professions 

Senior Seth Price, pictured here with 
Bedford County Technical Center 
instructor Mr. Steve Sellers, has been 
enrolled at BCTC since his sopho-
more year. BCTC courses are helping 
him prepare for a career in the  
building construction field.

his year, more than 120 
Everett Area High School 
students are gaining real-

world experience in in-demand 
professions thanks to our long-time 
partnership with Bedford County 
Technical Center (BCTC).  

As part of this partnership, students 
enrolled in BCTC programs attend 
classes at EAHS and BCTC each day. 
This ensures that they’re meeting 
graduation requirements in core 
subject areas like math, science, 
English and Social Science while 
also gaining valuable knowledge 
and experience in fields such as 
agriscience, automotive repair, 
biotechnology, building construction, 
cosmetology, culinary arts, health 
assistance and welding.  Dozens of 
additional students also take BCTC 
engineering and business classes at 
EAHS each year.

“Like other career and technology 
centers, we specialize in putting 
students on a more defined career 
path,” said Mr. Mark Bollman, 
Administrative Director, BCTC. “Our 
programs provide coursework and 
hands-on training that gives students 
the skills they need to enter the 
workforce as soon as they graduate.”

Stay Connected  
with Free EASD App
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 ow it’s easier than ever to stay connected with District happenings and 
events. 

Our free iPhone and Android-friendly app can be downloaded in seconds. 
Just go to the App Store or Google Play. Search and download “Everett Area 
School District,” and you’re good to go! The easy-to-navigate app includes a 
live feed with important announcements, District news, school menus, sports 
schedules and other events, forms and contact information for every EASD 
staff member.

Information is also available on our website, www.everettasd.org, and through 
text alerts sent to families as needed. If you are not receiving the text alerts, 
please contact Mr. Kevin Eshelman at keshelman@everettasd.org.

Students who are enrolled in 
BCTC’s welding, building construction 
and automotive programs can 
also participate in co-op programs 
during their senior year to gain 
additional experience and start 
earning competitive wages before 
graduation. Last year, three out of the 
five EAHS students who completed 
a welding co-op with JLG accepted a 
full-time position with the company 
upon graduation. Students have 
also worked with local building 
contractors, PennDOT and Lampire 
Biological.

Senior Seth Price has been enrolled 
in BCTC’s building construction 
program since his sophomore 
year and sees the value it adds to 
his education. 

“This is a great field, and I plan 
to pursue it when I graduate,” he 
said. “BCTC has taught me so many 
carpentry, plumbing and electrical 
skills that will stay with me for my 
entire life, no matter where my career 
takes me.”

“The programs are great career-
building options for students who are 
interested in fields that do not require 
a college degree,” added Mr. Jim 
Hollis, Assistant Superintendent.  

“BCTC is a tremendous partner,” he 
said. “We look forward to continu-
ing to work with them so that every 
student can graduate from EAHS with 
the skills they need to succeed.”

T
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Collins Writing: Helping  
Students Sharpen Critical 
Thinking Skills 

Mrs. Jamie Pepple integrates the 
Collins Writing program into all of 
her classes to help her middle/high 
school students learn how to better 
organize their thoughts.

hen students are asked 
about a favorite school 
subject, few are likely to 

offer up writing as their top choice. 
That’s because it can be a challenge 
to put thoughts on paper in an 
organized, cohesive way. 

At EASD, our teachers are using 
the research-based Collins Writing 
Program to help students push 
their apprehensions aside.  The 
program incorporates simple but 
comprehensive writing strategies 
into every subject area, promoting 
higher-level thinking skills to make it 
easier for students to achieve their 
academic goals.

“I use Collins Writing every week,” 
said Mr. James Eichelberger, a 
5th grade math teacher at Everett 
Elementary.  “It’s a unique way for 
students to interpret all aspects of 
math. For example, I’ll ask them to 
write down their observations about 
a problem. When the observations 
are read aloud, the students begin 
to see that there are different ways 
to analyze and solve problems. It’s 

a subtle, but very effective, way for 
students to sharpen their critical 
thinking skills.”

As part of the Collins Writing program, 
students focus on individual writing 
components, such as learning 
how to generate writing ideas or 
how to formulate a correct answer 
to a specific question. Since the 
writing exercises associated with 
each component are fairly brief, 
teachers can review the work almost 
immediately and provide feedback 
more quickly than in the past. This 
makes it easier for students to learn 
and strengthen writing and analytical 
skills. 
 
“The Collins program is focused but 
flexible,” said Mrs. Jamie Pepple, 
English Language Arts teacher at 
Everett Area Middle/High School.  
“It can be used at every grade level 
and for all students, from beginning 
writers up through those capable of 
advanced composition.  It can also 
be used by students with special 
learning needs, making it truly 
universal.  It’s been a great addition 
to our curriculum.” 

Collins Writing strategies are used 
across all subject areas. Students in 
Mr. James Eichelberger’s 5th grade 
math class at EAES use them to 
look at math concepts in different 
ways.



6  

EASD 
GOAL

7  

21st Century Learning  
in Everett Classrooms
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Technology resources at Everett 
schools provide teachers with  
immediate feedback that helps them 
determine if students have mastered 
a concept or if they need more help. 
Students in Mrs. Kendra Ford’s 1st 
grade classroom at BAES are pic-
tured here using iPads to strengthen 
their reading skills.

ahoots. Google Classrooms. Quizlets.  PA Career Zone. With rapid 
advances in classroom technology, school isn’t quite what it used to be!

Instead, technology resources are giving our teachers the tools to develop 
student-focused learning experiences that engage, stimulate and motivate.  
As a result, our classrooms are being transformed into interactive learning 
spaces that help students strengthen their critical thinking, communication, 
problem-solving and teamwork skills.

Google Classrooms has been a key 
component of this transformation.  
 
“I use Google Classrooms to put all 
of our weekly reading stories online,” 
noted Mrs. Karen Ely-Anderson, a 
2nd grade teacher at EAES. “Students 
and their families can access them 
anytime, whether it’s at home or in 
class during guided reading time. They 
really appreciate Google Classrooms 
because it offers so many options.”

The 2nd grade reading uploads also 
include Kahoots (interactive games 
that help reinforce concepts from the 
story), as well as quizzes and non-
fiction passages that relate to and 
supplement weekly stories. If online 
access is not available, students can 

complete the assignments using hard-
copy materials.

Technology is also reducing bulky 
paperwork, giving teachers across 
EASD more time to teach and students 
more time to learn. 

“Three years ago, students completed 
paper-based interest inventories 
that had to be sent to a company in 
California to tally the results,” said 
Mrs. Danielle Simpson, the guidance 
counselor for students in grades 
6-9. “It took weeks. Today, they use 
PA Career Zone to identify career 
interests. It’s an online tool that 
provides immediate feedback so that 
students can stay focused on results 
and start to understand possible 
career paths much sooner.” 

Look for more tech-based innovations 
in upcoming issues of Warrior Way.

Technology makes learning more collaborative at Everett schools. Consider 
students in Mr. Matt Otis’ Advanced English class at EAHS, pictured here, 
who wrote scripts for videos that were later produced by students in his  
Digital Video Production class.
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Working Behind the Scenes to 
Make EASD the Best It Can Be

hey work behind the scenes, 
making sure our students are 
fed and have a familiar face to 

greet them in the morning.  They keep 
our buildings clean and organized, 
and our administrative team on track, 
too.  They play a critical role in our 
students’ success, and we couldn’t 
provide the full Everett experience 
without them. They’re members of 
our support team and we’re thankful 
for their efforts. In this issue of  
Warrior Way, we’re happy to show-
case them and their contributions to 
our school community.

Thank you for your efforts. They are 
truly appreciated!

Sandra Burton, Title I Teacher  
Assistant, BAES 
Mrs. Burton has been helping Breeze-
wood students build their skills since 
2002, first as a Kindergarten and 1st 
grade volunteer and then moving into 
her current position in 2008. “Learn-
ing is like building a house,” she said. 
“The concepts that children learn ear-
ly serve as their foundation. I’m proud 
to work here to make a difference in a 
child’s life.” 

Violet Hall, Head Cook, EAMS/HS 
For more than 13 years, Ms. Hall has 
anchored the middle/high school 
cafeteria. A typical day finds her man-
aging food orders to feed hundreds 
of students every day, coordinating 
cafeteria set-up or lending a hand 
wherever it’s needed. “I love to see 
the happy faces that come into the 
cafeteria to check out our menus,” 
she said. “Working for the District 
and with nine great ladies has been a 
wonderful experience!”

Stacey Jay, Principal’s Secretary, 
EAES 
Mrs. Jay is often the first face that 
EAES students, families and visitors 
see each morning, and she wouldn’t 
have it any other way.  She has man-
aged the EAES office for more than 12 
years and enjoys the challenges and 
opportunities that each day brings. 
“I love the family atmosphere that 
I have with my co-workers, and it’s 
great to be able to work with students 
and parents every day,” she said. 

Theresa Smith, Superintendent/
School Board Secretary, EASD 
Mrs. Smith may consider herself ‘a 
small part of a great team that works 
hard to move EASD forward,’ but it’s 
often her willingness to go the extra 
mile in the District office that makes 
that happen. “I’m thankful and fortu-
nate to be part of a forward-thinking 
group of leaders who always look to 
do what’s in the best interest of our 
kids and the community,” she said. 
“Seeing our District become a top 
leader in the county and our students 
flourish is very rewarding.” 

Lance Sleighter, Custodial and Main-
tenance Department, EAHS and EAES 
Mr. Sleighter has been keeping Everett 
schools in top shape for more than 
15 years.  Whether he’s cleaning the 
building, painting the football field or 
maintaining school grounds, students, 
faculty members, families and admin-
istrators count on him for his dedica-
tion and positive outlook. “We’re more 
than co-workers,” he said. “We are 
family.”

T
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Our Mission 
Empowerment 
Equality,  
Excellence in Education

Our Vision: 
The Everett Area School District is 
dedicated to excellence in education 
by empowering students through 
individualized learning, equality of 
opportunity and fostering a lifetime  
of success in a global society.

Everett Area School District 
427 East South Street 
Everett, PA 15537
814-652-9114 
www.everettasd.org 

It was a beautiful day for our cheerleaders, band  
and football players to get Breezewood Elementary 
pumped up for Homecoming!

Around the District

Safety was the name of the game when local state 
police, firefighters and EMS personnel visited Everett 
Elementary students during the Warrior Walk. 

Seniors Leroy Clark, Sean Young, Kolby Weaver and 
Matthew Wilt test out their design and engineering skills at 
the STEM Ecosystem Computer Science Summit in Altoona.

Our Middle School Walk to School Days, organized by  
Physical Education instructor Shannon Smitley, are a 
great way for our students to unplug and re-connect  
with the outdoors.

Junior high volleyball teammates celebrate a recent victory 
by cheering on the varsity players during their match.

EASD GOAL
3  

EASD GOAL
5  




