
FRC Parent Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, October 30, 2019 

6:30 p.m. 
 

Attendance: Angela Alvelo, Stephanie Ferraro, Becky Gilman, Leah Burbridge, William Lee, 
Henrietta Appiah, Blanca Solis, Laquetta Benbow, Michele Krumenacker, Donielle Camerato, 

Daniele Andrus 
 
 

Michele began the meeting explaining the role of Parent Advisory Committee.  It is a committee 
of FRC parents and staff to come up with enrichment ideas, facilitate special occasions in the 
classroom and planning ideas for the remainder of the school year. Michele asked if there were 
any parents that may have any ideas or connections for any activities, field trips etc.  
 
Upcoming Fall Activities: Friday, November 1st will begin the classroom “Kindness Tree”. This 
gives the children an opportunity to earn “kindness leaves” for being kind. This idea will be 
carried on throughout the year into snowflakes, hearts etc. to reflect the season.  Friday is also 
a scheduled field trip to Common Grounds in New Haven “Nature’s Playdate”.  
 
Field Trip Suggestions: Stephanie will look into a field trip to the Blackstone Library once it 
reopens from renovations, so the children can become acquainted with the new Children’s 
Library. Angela mentioned that she works at the train station. She suggested a field trip riding 
the Shoreline East train to Old Saybrook, stopping at “Pizza Works” for lunch. She will look into 
this. Other ideas mentioned were: Meigs Point Nature Center, Gozzi’s Turkey Farm, Eli Whitney 
Museum, Cosgrove Animal Shelter, and visiting a nursing home. Becky also asked about having 
a therapy dog work with the children. Michele informed the committee that is something we are 
already looking into.  
 
Becky Gilman was introduced to the group by Michele as the “Head Room Parent”. Becky will 
coordinate special activities in the classroom such as “Teacher Appreciation Week” and special 
holiday events.  
 
Upcoming Winter Activities: December field trip will be to the Trolley Museum. Becky will also 
assist with the “Letters to Santa” once again this year. Donielle explained the “Secret 
Snowflake” activity. The children will pick names from a hat. They will then use a snowflake 
decorating kit and decorate an ornament for whomever they picked and write something kind 
about that person on the back. The children will also decorate their annual gingerbread houses 
on December 20th.  
 
Parent Workshops: Michele asked parents if there would be an interest in Parent Workshops 
and if so, some ideas of interest and would parents prefer evenings, Saturdays etc. Babysittng 
would be provided during workshops. Michele informed the group that we have someone to 
instruct Yoga & Mindfulness. Other ideas mentioned were ABA Trainer and Water Safety.  
 



Lastly, Michele informed the group that “Smart Start Chess” enrichment activity will begin in 
January. This is a program that teaches preschoolers the game of chess in a fun, animated way 
using movement.  
 
Meeting was adjourned at 6:45 p.m. Next meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 6, 2020. 


