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Principal’s Notes
Dear Families,

What a busy month we’ve had at LER!  To recap we had:  the Johnson 
Hall variety show, Octoberfest, the Pancake Breakfast, Parent-Teacher 
Conferences, PreK field trip to Downtown, Miss Spider’s Tea Party in 
Kindergarten, Frankenstein Day in Grade 1, and Fall Festival in Grade 2! 
It has been a month of building relationships with families and friends 
while truly enjoying the fall season. 

We work hard to play hard at LER! Here are just some learning 
experiences that have been happening: Prek has been learning to 
recognize their names and are starting to write letters.  Kindergarten has 
been learning many sounds and blending them to make words using our 
new Jolly Phonics program. Grade 1 has been working on number sense 
to 50 and beginning to learn addition strategies. And, Grade 2 has been 
learning to use strategies to add and subtract within 100 and count within 
1,000!  Title 1 is up and running with students getting support services in 
reading and in math.  

We did mail out our BoxTops today!  We will receive a check in 
December for $375.  Many thanks to Deb Roy who continues to sort, 
count, and bag them! Thank you to all families who continue to support 
this fundraiser!  

We truly do have so much to be grateful for in our school and 
community!  As we approach the holiday season, I hope that you will be 
able to spend many moments laughing, cooking, playing, reading, and 
talking with your family and friends!  Make special memories that you 
won’t forget!
     Yours in the service of children,

Final Walking School Bus of the Season
Students and parents are invited to join Mrs. Moody and 

other staff members at the Gardiner Common at 7:55 for 
the Walking School Bus on Monday morning, weather 

permitting, as we walk to school together. Our final walk 
of the season is scheduled for Monday, November 18th.
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Upcoming Events 
November:
4th: Walking School Bus, 7:55
6th: Picture Retake Day
8th: Early release, elementary students 
	 dismissed at 12:00, no PreK
11th: No school, Veterans Day
14th: GEPTA, 6:00 at LER
18th: Last Walking School Bus of the 
	 season, 7:55 
20th: Assembly, 8:45 (Mrs. Grant’s class 
	 presenting)
22nd: End of 1st trimester
26th: K Field trip to Credit Union, AM
27th-29th: No school, Happy 
	 Thanksgiving!

December:
7th: LER Craft Fair
12th: GEPTA, 6:00 at LER
19th: Assembly & Singalong, 2:00
23rd: No school, Holiday Break  begins!

January:
6th: Welcome back!
9th: GEPTA, 6:00 at LER
17th: Early release
20th: No school, Martin Luther King, Jr. 
	 Day

     Helpful Phone Numbers
Laura E. Richards School	 582-3612
Superintendent's Office	 582-5346
Transportation Office	 582-6663
Boys & Girls Club	 	 582-8458
Special Education Office	 582-7366
LER fax	 	 	 582-3175
River View School  & fax	 582-3402

For safety reasons:
Please do not drop your child off at 

school before 8:10.  Please do not 
drop your child off in the parking 
lot.  Student drop-off should be in 

front of the school.

Please remain in the lobby when 
dropping off or picking up your 

child.
Be safe, Be kind, 

Be respectful, Be responsible



 The Laura E. Richards School community will nurture, guide, and encourage students.  We will provide a safe 
environment, rich in learning experiences, to foster respectful, caring, independent learners.  

Star Students - Every 
week, each teacher 
chooses a student who has 
demonstrated the “4 Be’s” -- 
Be safe, be kind, be 

respectful, be responsible.  Each Star 
Student receives a certificate and a 
special pencil! Congratulations to our 
Super Stars!

Reminder from Our Transportation 
Department
Parents we need your help!  Your children 
should be waiting at the end of the driveway 
or the designated bus stop.  The driver will 
not, and cannot, blow the horn to alert you 
or your child that the bus is there.  This 
delays the bus and potentially will make 
your child and others 
late for school.  If your 
child is not visible, the 
bus will move on, and 
will not be able to return 
at a later time. 

Thank you for your 
cooperation and help.

GEPTA News 
• Please visit our Facebook page or 

email geptanews@gmail.com if you're 
interested in volunteering!

• Our next meeting will be Thursday, 
November 14th at 6:00 in the LER 
library. All meetings this year will be 
held on the second Thursday of the 
month in the library at LER.  Please join 
us!

Early Release Day
Friday, November 8th.
K-5 Students will be 

dismissed 
at 12:00.

No School
Monday, 

November 11th
in honor of 

Veterans Day

Picture Retake Day 
Wednesday, November 6th.  

Students who were absent on picture day should 
have their picture taken on retake day.  Please let the 
office know if you need a new order form.  Packages 
can be ordered online with Picture Day ID: 
LG019017Q1. If you are unhappy with your child’s 
pictures and would like them retaken, be sure to 
return the entire package to school by retake day. 

Healthy Reminder 
We are once again entering cold and flu 
season. The Maine CDC has these 
recommendations to help stop the spread of germs:

• Avoid close contact with people who are 
sick.

• Stay home when you are sick.
• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue 

when you cough or sneeze.
• Wash your hands often with soap and warm 

water for 20 seconds. If soap and water are 
not available, use an alcohol-based hand 
rub.

• Try to avoid touching your eyes, nose or 
mouth.

• Practice other good health habits. Clean and 
disinfect frequently touched surfaces at 
home, work or school, especially when 
someone is ill. Get plenty of sleep, be 
physically active, manage your stress, drink 
plenty of fluids, and eat nutritious food.

Thank you for your help in keeping our school 
healthy!
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Spotlight on Staff!

An Interview with 
Ms. Bailey

Ed Tech

 Where did you go to 
school? 

Gardiner Area High School

What is your favorite 
book? 

Oh, the Places You’ll Go!
by Dr. Seuss

What are your hobbies? 
Hiking, gardening, nature, 

walking my dogs, the 
beach, camping

   What is your 
favorite food? Seafood

 What is your favorite thing about
working at LER? 

Being around small children and making a 
difference.  She loves hearing, “Ms. Bailey!”

What is an 
interesting 
fact about 

you?
She and her 

husband 
collect 

Monopoly 
games and 

have over 50 
versions!

Box Tops for Education
Our school receives 10 cents for 
every Box Top for Education logo 
we redeem. Collection sheets have 
gone home with students, but feel 
free to send your  Box Tops to school in 
baggies, envelopes, or whatever works best for 
your family.  Our school uses these funds to provide 
enrichment activities for all of our students during 
the school year. We look forward to another great 
year!

Even though the program is moving towards a 
mobile app, we are still able to redeem Box Tops 
that are clipped from packages.  During this 
transition, if you use the app as well as clipping 
Box Tops, our school gets double the points!  So 
please keep clipping!

GRMS PTO HandMade Holiday Craft Fair
The GRMS PTO is hosting an Early Bird Handmade 
Craft Show on Saturday, November 2nd from 9:00 
am-3:00 pm at the Middle School!  Come support 
our PTO and get an early start to your holiday 
shopping!  Email GRMSPTO@gmail.com for more 
information.

LER Holiday Craft Fair
Saturday, December 7th, 

9:00 am to 2:00 pm at LER
Crafts, gifts, concession, bake sale

 Proceeds benefit LER students. 
For more information, or to rent a space, 
please contact the school at 582-3612

Hannaford Helps Schools 
Now through November 30th,  shoppers will receive 
school dollar certificates at the register with the 
purchase of participating products, which Hannaford 
will redeem for cash for our school.  Please be sure 
to put them in the Laura E Richards slot in the 
display at the store or send them in to school.

Visit us often at msad11.org, check out our 
Events Calendar, and  follow Laura E. Richards 

Elementary on Facebook!
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