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VETERANS DAY PROGRAM 2019 
This year’s Veterans Day Program will take place on 

Monday, November 11th at 9:00 a.m. in the Marengo 

Community High School Gymnasium.  All veterans 

and community members are invited to attend.  Past 

and present area veterans will be honored.  Our 

keynote speaker is Army Veteran Tony Seahorn, who 

served with the Black Lions of the First Infantry 

Division.  His unit fought in some of the bloodiest 

battles of the war.  He was wounded in action and 

continues to recover from the physical and emotional 

scars of combat. He and his wife, Dr. Janet Seahorn, 

wrote the book Tears of a Warrior: A Family’s Story 

of Combat and Living with PTSD. Tony Seahorn is 

highly decorated; his medals include two Bronze Stars 

for heroism, two Purple Hearts, Air Medal for Valor in 

Flight, Vietnamese Gallantry Cross, and Presidential Unit Citation.  

 

If you are unable to attend the program, you can listen to the ceremony live on Marengo Radio 

WXMR 94.3 FM.   Approximately 2,000 community members and veterans are expected to 

attend.  Please come to honor and show your support of our United States Servicemen and 

Servicewomen.  It truly means a lot to each and every one of them to know how much we 

appreciate their sacrifices for our country.  Hope to see you there! 

 

LATINO OUTREACH WELCOME DINNER 

A welcome dinner for Hispanic families was hosted by the Latino Outreach Program and Latino 

Student Committee on September 26
th

.  During the night, we presented opportunities for parents 

to get involved through other parents and community partnerships.  Community resources were 

also offered to parents.  MCHS encourages parent participation and we appreciate the support of 

our administration at this event. Parents are encouraged to communicate with school through the 

Latino Outreach Office for any educational needs they may have for their students.  
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Nicole Fitch teaching at the Art Institute of Chicago 

PAINTING WORKSHOP 

On October 17th, student artists 

from the Painting class went to 

Locust School to do a Vincent 

Van Gogh style painting workshop 

with 3rd graders.  The workshop is 

run by MASEF to support the arts 

and act as a fundraiser.  The 

student artists who helped were: 

Olivia Jones, Xoey Hughes, Diego 

Lopez, Hazel Bojorges Reyna, 

Canon Donner, and Gretchen 

Casper. 
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SETTLERS' DAY BAND COMPETITION 
On Sunday, October 13

th
, MCHS hosted the Annual Settlers' Day Band Competition, in which 

twelve bands competed.  The MCHS Marching Indians ended the program performing their 

show in exhibition entitled, “The Pirates' Folly.”  The 50-member Marching Indians participated 

in five competitions throughout the season.  The Music Department invites everyone to attend 

the Winter Concert on Tuesday, December 17th at 7:00 p.m. in the auditorium.  Attendance is 

free!  

 

SPOTLIGHT ON A STUDENT LEADER 

The mission of Leadership Greater McHenry 

County (LGMC) is:  “To connect, educate 

and inspire leaders to engage in our 

community.”  Junior student Connor Ray 

was selected to represent MCHS for the 

LGMC Youth Program for the 2019-2020 

year. 

 

Students are nominated in April of their 

sophomore year, and those who apply to the 

program participate in an interview process.  

The LGMC Youth Program is made up of 

community leaders in business, government, education, health care, and non-profit.   One student 

from each high school in McHenry County is selected to participate in the year long program. 

 

Connor shared that he appreciates the community connections and time spent with his sponsor, 

Mrs. Dianna Torman of Prairie Bank.  Students in the Youth Program work together in teams to 

identify issues in the McHenry County Community and then strategize ways address the 

concern.  Connor’s team is focusing on the issue of vaping, and is working with a variety of 

community resources (including New Direction, Student Leadership Service, People In Need and 

more) to identify ways to reduce vaping.   

 

Connor expressed that he is enjoying the opportunity to work with others in the community who 

share his values and common goals.  As an active member of our community, Connor is 

currently a Life Scout rank in Boy Scouts and is currently assisting with a recruitment event.  He 

is also active in 4H - a successful endeavor as he has moved on to the state level in past years 

(bee keeping, public speaking and electrical).  This year his projects include public presentations, 

visual arts - metal, and environmental topics.  Connor also runs a small business, Connor’s 

Cookout, selling grilled food three days per week in the summer.  Connor’s Cookout is also used 

to fundraise for Boy Scouts and 4H at Autumn Drive, Cider Fest and Heritage Fair.  Connor is 

also the section leader of our chapter’s FFA district.  He will travel with the other section leaders 

to area FFA programs at high schools to offer support and best practices.  Overall, Connor is able 

to manage a wide variety of interests and responsibilities with a smile. 

 

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS SHARE EXPERIENCES 

This past spring, the Marengo Womans Club awarded Summer Camp Scholarships to MCHS 

students.  These students were able to share their experiences with the club at their September 
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meeting.  Rebekah Addis attended the Illinois Leaderships Seminar, which allowed her to 

develop new leadership traits.  Ava Simons and Olivia Jones attended a week-long Art Camp at 

Eastern Illinois University.  Both students shared artwork created at the workshops.  Thank you 

to the Marengo Womens Club for sponsoring these impactful events for students. 

    
 

 

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN 

On October 21
st
, Marengo Juniorettes Mallory 

Lesher, Rebekah Addis, Maddy Christopher, 

Brooke Aubry, and Kiley Christopher put on their 

hair nets and rolled up their sleeves to work 

alongside other volunteers packing boxes of food 

for Feed My Starving Children.  A total of 105 

boxes were packed and are heading to Uruguay, 

which will provide 22,680 meals and feed 62 kids 

for a year!  Great work, ladies! 

 

 

STUDENTS COMPETE IN QUIZ BOWL 

The MCHS Scholastic team is participating in 

the Bergstrom Stateline Quiz Bowl.  The show 

will air on WTVO on December 7th and can be 

found on the internet after that date. The team 

played Forreston High School and was led by 

Captain Jake Doyle and assisted by Libby 

Bowen, Jordan Guse, Ava Simons, Tommy 

Lulinski, Micheal Ashbaugh and Diego Lopez.  

Riley Coudal, Aaron Philips, and Blake Martin 

were unavailable for the match because they 

were rocking out Settler's Days. 
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READING CLUB ATTENDS  

WHOSE BODY? PLAY 
On Sunday, September 29th, the MCHS Reading 

Club enjoyed the performance of Whose Body? The 

play was based on the beloved 1923 whodunit by 

Dorothy L. Sayers. The clever mystery begins when 

a dead body turns up in a bathtub wearing nothing 

but a pair of pince-nez. Eight members of the 

Reading Club were able to attend the play at the 

Lifeline Theatre in Chicago.  

 

We arrived in Chicago at 2:45 pm, which gave us 

time for dinner before the show at one of the cafes near the theatre.  We got back to the theatre 

just in time to be seated and enjoy the performance.  The ensemble cast did an excellent job, and 

we enjoyed the costumes and the set.  We decided not to read the novel before the play so we 

could all try to solve the mystery together.  Everyone enjoyed the play and its surprising ending. 

 

 

MARENGO FFA SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER EVENTS (submitted by Katelyn Shambo) 

Chapter Events 

 
 

World Dairy Expo 
The World Dairy Expo is a worldwide event in Madison, Wisconsin. The members of the 

chapter were able to gain knowledge from various activities such as being an explorer or one 

who had the chance to be on a team.  The teams consist of Dairy Products, Dairy Judging, 

Forage, and Showmanship. 



MARENGO COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER   

November, 2019 

 

6 
 

 
Chapter Visits 

A class period in which the members of the chapter get to interact with some of the section 

officers as well as the State Secretary Collin E. White.  This year the members joined in 

festivities that allowed the chapter to come together as they collaborated to accomplish a 

common goal in defining what FFA means to them as an individual.  

 

Section 6 Events  

Section LTS 

Leadership Training School is an event held by the section officers whose goal is to bring the 

section members together through bonding. It was a successful event as the members that went 

were able to gain many leadership skills such as communication and to think outside of the box. 

 

 Meats 

A Career Development Event that allows the members to judge different classes of meat 

consisting of sheep, pig, and cow.  The team, consisting of Damion Kelly, Justin Lechner, 

Andrew Millard, and Hailee Siracusa, placed 2nd overall. We had two members who were able 

to place in the top 10 individuals. 
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Upcoming Events:  National Convention, Dairy Products, Career Fair, Agronomy, Chapter 

Meetings, and Land Use. 

 

GUIDANCE NEWS 

COLLEGE APPLICATION WEEK  
October 7 - October 11 seniors were given the 

opportunity during study halls and participating classes to 

apply to college, search for scholarships, and learn about 

financial aid.  Students submitted college applications, 

scheduled college visits, along with numerous 

scholarships that were applied for and multiple FAFSA 

applications started.  Those who participated were able to 

pick from an array of college gear donated by colleges 

and universities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholarships will be sent out through Remind (senior students and parents can sign up by 

texting @gb69d6 to the phone number 81010), posted on the guidance website, and placed on 

the guidance bulletin board.  Seniors:  Be sure to apply now to help pay for college tomorrow!  

Local scholarships will begin to be available starting second semester.  

 

Juniors and Seniors   
When looking to pursue your education after high school, be sure to keep Illinois State Schools 

in mind!  Many of the schools are offering new grants to help keep the cost of college down.   

 Chicago State University - AIM High Scholarships  (family income is a criteria, US 

citizen or eligible non citizen) for students with a GPA of 2.5/SAT of 800 or higher 

 Eastern Illinois University - EIU Promise Program (family income $61,000 or less, US 

citizen or eligible non citizen) for students with a GPA of 3.0/SAT of 1030 or higher 

 Illinois State University - AIM High Scholarship  (family income is a criteria, US citizen 

or eligible non citizen) for students with a GPA of 3.5/ACT of 22 or higher 

 Northeastern Illinois University - Golden Opportunity Scholarship (family income of 

$61,000 or less) for students with a GPA of 3.0 or higher 

Staff dressed in their favorite 

college gear and shared their 

college experiences with 

seniors. 

 
 

http://marengochsd154il.apptegy.us/o/marengo-chsd-154/page/scholarship-information--39
https://www.csu.edu/financialaid/documents/1007-AimHigh-r2.pdf
https://www.eiu.edu/scholarships/eiu-promise.php
https://financialaid.illinoisstate.edu/scholarships/aim-high/
https://www.neiu.edu/financial-aid/golden-opportunity-scholarship
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 Northern Illinois University - Huskie Pledge (family income/assets criteria) for students 

with a GPA of 3.0 or higher 

 Southern Illinois University Carbondale - General Scholarship link 

 University of Illinois at Chicago - UChicago Empower (free tuition for families with 

income under $125,000 per year) 

 University of Illinois Springfield - Aim High Scholarship  (family income is a criteria)  

 University of Illinois Urbana/Champaign - Many Merit-based scholarships are available 

 Western Illinois - Many scholarships are available 

Financial Aid Information   

Please ask your counselor if you have questions about filling out the FAFSA form.  The Free 

Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) form for the 2020-21 school is available now 

at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  The FAFSA may be filed by using the 2017 tax information for the 

students and parents.  Our best county resource on financial aid questions is the MCC Financial 

Aid Office (phone number 815-455-8761).    

 
McHenry County College Open House Seniors - If you plan to attend MCC in the fall of 2020, 

be sure to attend the MCC Open House on November 13th.  Find out about the career prep 

training, associate degree programs, and apply for free! No RSVP necessary. The following link 

has additional information   https://www.mchenry.edu/mccnight/. 

 

Freshman Meetings have begun!  Counselors are meeting with freshman students to review the 

transition to high school, begin exploring career ideas, and creating a four year plan.   Be sure to 

ask your student about his/her meeting and take a look at their four year plan. 

 

FROM THE SCHOOL NURSE 

Students who become ill during the day must report to the school nurse.  In the event the nurse is 

not available, they should report to Student Services.  Students may not leave the building 

because of illness without authorization from the nurse and doing so will result in an unexcused 

absence even if a parent calls. 

 

 

ATHLETIC NEWS 

 

WINTER SPORTS SEASONS STARTING SOON! 

Boys Bowling: October 28th 

Girls Basketball: November 4th 

Boys Basketball and Wrestling: November 11th 

Girls Bowling: November 18th 

 

FOOTBALL TEAM ADVANCES TO PLAYOFFS 

Marengo Football will host Manteno High School in the first round of the IHSA Football 4A 

Playoffs. The game will be at Marengo High School on Friday, November 1st, at 7:00 pm.  

Ticket prices are set by the IHSA at $5 for all spectators.  There are no passes or senior citizen 

discounts.  Tickets are available at the gate only.  Gates open at 6:00 pm. 

 

https://www.niu.edu/financial-aid/grants/huskie-pledge/index.shtml
https://scholarships.siu.edu/
https://financialaid.uchicago.edu/undergraduate
https://www.uis.edu/financialaid/scholarships/aim-high-scholarship-program/
https://admissions.illinois.edu/Invest/scholarships
http://www.wiu.edu/student_services/scholarship/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
https://www.mchenry.edu/mccnight/
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VOLLEY FOR THE CURE 
The MCHS Volleyball program hosted their annual Volley For The Cure evening on Tuesday 

October 22, 2019.  There were over 40 silent and 100 raffle donations/baskets from individuals 

and businesses from Marengo, Union, Woodstock, Huntley, Belvidere, and Popular Grove.  The 

money raised this year will be donated to local area women from Marengo who have been 

diagnosed and are seeking treatment from breast cancer.   

  

A special part of our evening this year included a Pink Fire Truck from the Pink Heals Tri-Cities 

Illinois Chapter, that brought firemen and women along with “Diane” the pink truck to show 

love and support to those in need.  During the ceremony that was held between games, 

individuals were called down on the floor and were greeted with hugs and received pink 

carnations from the firefighters as well as Marengo/Union police, fire, and rescue squad 

members. 

  

A BIG thank you goes out to the area businesses and individuals that make this annual event so 

successful.  We wish to say a special thank you also to the 2019 parent committee members 

Laurie Jasinski, Kori Simons, Wendy Aubry, Julie Amendt, Kelly Jeschke, Colin Jeschke, Lisa 

Vito, Jeannie Klaassens, Jennie Adamson, Kacee Valenti, Katie Kimmel, Kim Johnson, Lisa 

Kunde, Stacy Skow, Vicky Rohe, Courtney Calahan, and Becky Chayer.  

   
 

   
 

 


