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Itasca; The Big Little Town
By Ken Wiley, WWII Veteran

Continued from last week
Main Street in Itasca was wide enough for traffic to go in both
directions, but I will never know how automobiles managed to
park on both sides of the street, heading into the curb and a line
in the middle of the street, all crosswise to the street. It was a fact,
however, farmers who had automobiles and local people coming
to shop or various things parked and left their cars on that street for the rest of the day. And there was no parking places in town after noon. The big event of the day was the Saturday movie. It consisted of a featured Western; A Comedy; A part of a 12 week serial; A News Reel and sometimes a cartoon.. It began at 1: PM and played
over and over until about 10 PM. Regardless of what time you went in, you could see it around that point. I
would say that most of the time we saw it at least two times. Around 3 or 4 o’clock, most of the rural people
would do their grocery shopping and head home, trying to get there before dark. The teenagers and young people ;however, would walk the streets and congregate in Woods Drug store, or The Candy Kitchen and socialize.
The downtown of Itasca died down about 8 or 9 o’clock.
Automobiles were limited to one or less per family. If young people got the family car at all, it was infrequent and under very strict rules. In the early thirties, everyone walked to school. Many who lived on farms

walked as much as four miles. By the mid thirties, Ford replaced the Model T and Model A with a V-8 Engine,
making the T Model obsolete for the average American family. For a few adventuresome teenagers, the Jalopy
was born. For less than $10.00 you could buy an old Model T and rebuild and re-paint it the way you wanted to.
$10 was still a large sum of money for a young person to accumulate and so there were very few who accomplished this great investment. But for those who did it, it was immediate recognition and prestige.

Continued next week
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Churches of Itasca
Bethlehem Missionary Baptist W. Spurgeon
687-2800
Central Baptist Church
401 E. Monroe
687-2343
Church of Christ
303 E Monroe
687-2774
Community Church of Itasca
First Presbyterian Church 106 N. Lamar
687-2243
First United Methodist
Main & King St. 687-2475
House of Faith of Itasca
129 W. Main Street
Loveview Baptist Church
FM 2959 East of I-35
Second Baptist Church
120 W. Marrion
687-9134
St. John Missionary Baptist 506 S. Weaver
687-2821
3rd Day Worship Center
107 E. Adams 214 564-2185
Itasca Nursing Home
Sunday - 10:00 a.m.
Everyone Welcome
Monday Evening 6:00 p.m.

Central Baptist Church
401 E. Monroe St.
website - itascacbc.org
Pastor: Matt Dugan 254-687-2343
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First Presbyterian Church
106 N. Lamar - 254-687-2243
We’re on Facebook!
Pastor: Diane Barnes
Sundays - 9:30-10:00 Fellowship in Barton Hall
10 - 10:45 am Sunday School 11 a.m. - Worship Service
Bible Study – Sunday at 4 p.m.
Tuesday & Thursday – 9:30 a.m. Exercise Class
“We are here to know God and to make God known.”

Community Church of Itasca
Community Church of Itasca invites you to join our service and fellowship Sunday mornings. Services are held at
109 N. Wall St., Itasca . We invite you to join our family
and grow in Christ with us.
Community Church Service

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Awana & Youth
Wednesday Adult Bible Study @ Diaz

Worship 11:00 a.m.
6:45 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

First United Methodist Church
401 E. Main St, Itasca, TX 254-687-2650
E-mail: itascaumc@att.net
Re-Think Church
Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.—Worship 10:30 a.m.
Pastor: Tom Wood

Ministers - Everyone

Itasca Church of Christ
303 E. Monroe 254-687-2774
254-687-2858
God’s plan for saving man
Hear the word of God . . .
Romans 10:17
Believe . . .
Hebrews 11:6
Repent . . .
Acts 17:30
Confess
Matt. 10:32
Baptism . . .
Acts 2:38
Remain Faithful . . .
Rev. 2:10

Sunday 9:45 a.m. 10:45 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday evening 6:00 p.m.

Second Missionary Baptist Church
120 W. Marrion St. Itasca, TX., 76055
Rev. George Demmerritte Jr. (Pastor)
Sunday School 10:00 a.m. Worship 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 5:30 p.m.

10:00 a.m.

House of Faith of Itasca
Pastor: Philip Burch
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.
Everyone Welcome!

Third Day Worship Center
Invites you to fellowship every Sunday @ 10:30 a.m.
September 5, will start new time of prayer 6 p.m.-7 p.m.
We start our new family night for the whole family.
Starting new Bible study for the family.
Wednesday is youth night at the youth center building.
Come join us to learn more about what the Bible says.
*Ministerial meetings are held at Third Day

Ministerial Alliance of Itasca
The Ministerial Alliance is a group of Itasca local
pastors and leaders who desire to share the gospel and
love of Jesus Christ in our community. We would be
excited to have you join us! Please consider being a part
at our next meeting. We meet every first Saturday at 10
a.m. at Third Day.
Itasca Zoning Committee Meeting
2nd Monday of Month 6:00 p.m.
Itasca City Council Meeting
3rd Monday of Month 6:00 p.m.
Itasca ISD School Board Meeting
2nd Monday of Month 7:00 p.m.
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Itasca ISD Back-to-School Fair will be held Saturday, August 17th, 9-11 am in the SEC!!! Free haircuts, free
immunizations, free eye screenings, free school supplies, games, food, bounce house, meet your teachers, meet
community businesses and so much more!!! If you would like to reserve a space or make a school supply donation, please contact Holli Merkel, Kristi Sargent, or Allison Middleton at 254-687-2922, exts. 121, 122, 113, respectively. Hope to see you there!! Have a wonderful summer!!

Itasca Building Permits
Do You Need a Building
Permit? Most people continue

Paw Print Press
Subscription Information

to be unaware of the City of

To subscribe to the Paw

Itasca Code of Ordinances and/

Print Press send a check for

or the Itasca Zoning Ordinance

$30 to Paw Print Press 123 N

which requires that a person

College, Itasca, TX., 76055,

obtain a building permit for the following: any new

along with your correct mail-

building/structures, as well as, addition to existing

ing address.

structures, putting up a fence, putting in a car port,
storage building, swimming pool, etc.
In January of 2004, the Itasca City Council adopted
the Itasca Zoning Ordinance, which has changed how
the City handles certain tasks. The need for specific
permits, i.e. building permits, is one of those changes.

Deadline for items to be printed is Monday 12:00
p.m. Anything submitted after the deadline will be
printed only if space allows. 254-687-2922 ext. 158 or
email us at ppp@itascaisd.net. The publisher will respond confirming arrival of email.
We do not charge for ads, but we do accept dona-

tions for our scholarship fund. Letters to the Editor are
If you have questions regarding any of the City Code also printed. Due to the limited amount of space we
of Ordinance or the Zoning Ordinance call City Hall must ask that you limit your letters to 125 words and
at 254-687-2201 during normal business hours.

that they are not slanderous or malicious.
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Public Notification of Nondiscrimination in
Career and Technology Education
Programs
Itasca ISD offers career and technology education
in Computer Technology, Agricultural Science, and
Family Consumer Science courses. Admission to theses programs is based on interest, aptitude, age appropriateness, and class space availability.
It is the policy of Itasca ISD not to discriminate on
the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, handicap, or age in its employment practices as required
by Title VI of the Civil Rights Acts of 1964, as
amended; Title IX of the Education Amendment of
1972; the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,
as amended.
Itasca ISD take steps to assure that lack of English
skills will not be a barrier to admission and participation in all educational and vocational programs.
For information about your rights or grievance
procedure, contact the Title IX Coordinator Lisa
Von Borstel, at 123 N. College Street, Itasca, TX
76055 or by phone at 254-687-2922 Itasca ISD.
Notificacion Publica de Programas Vocacionales
Itasca ISD ofrece carrera y tecnologia educacion
en cursos de tecnologia informatica, ciencias agricolas y ciencia del consumidor de familia. Admision
para estas programas se base en el interes, aptitud,
idoneidad de edad y nivel de disponibilidad de espacio. Es la politica de Itasca ISD no discriminar sobre la base de raza, color, origen nacional, sexo o discapacidad en sus programas de formacion profesio
nales, servicios o actividades de conformidad con el
titulo VI de la ley de derechos civiles de 1964, enmendado; Titulo IX de la enmienda de educacion de
1972; y la seccion 504 de la ley de rehabilitacion de
1973, modificado.
Es la politica de Itasca ISD no discriminar sobre
la base de raza, color, origen nacional, sexo, minusvalia o edad ensus practicas de empleo conforme
al titulo VI de los actos de los derechos civiles de
1964, enmendado; Titulo IX de la enmienda de educacion de 1972; la ley de Discriminacion de Edad de
1975, enmendada; y ;a seccion 504 de la ley de rehabilitacion de 1973, modificaso.
Itasca ISD toma medidas para asegurar que la
falta de conoimientos de ingles no sera un obstaculo
para ;a admission y participacion en todos los programas de ensenanza y formacion profesionales. Para obtener informacion acerca de sus derechos o el
procedimiento de queja, pongase en contacto con el
Coordinador del titulo IX, Lisa Von Borstel, en 123
N. College St., Itasca, TX 76055 o por telefono al 254687-2922 Itasca ISD.
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THE DOROTHY GAINES FOUNDATION NOW ACCEPTING 2019
GRANT APPLICATIONS
The Board of Directors oft he Dorothy Gaines Foundation is now accepting grant applications for 2019.
Dorothy Gaines was a native of Hill County who lived
the majority of her life in Fort Worth, Texas. She always
considered Hill County her “home.” The Dorothy
Gaines Foundation was established in 2003 by Dorothy
Gaines as a private foundation with the primary purpose to promote the quality of life in Hill and Tarrant
County, Texas. When Dorothy Gaines died in 2009, the
majority of her estate was left to the Foundation, with
the intention that her gift be given in memory of her
parents, Enoch and Ethel Curtis. The Foundation is authorized to make grants to organizations and institutions that are exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code or to governmental entities. The
Foundation does not award grants to individuals. In
2018, the Foundation made grants to organizations totaling $71,458. For more information about the Foundation and grant applications, please go to the Foundation’s website: www.dorothygainesfoundation.org. Applications for grants to be awarded in 2019 must be received by the Foundation on or before October 15, 2019.

Official Notice
Press Release

First Day to file for a place on the
General Election Ballot
Saturday July 20, 2019
Last Day to file for a place on the
General Election Ballot
Monday, August 19, 2019

Early Voting
October 21, 2019 – November 1, 2019

504 Child Find Notice
Pursuant to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973, the District has a duty to identify, refer, evaluate
and if eligible, provide a free, appropriate public education to disabled students. For additional information
about the rights of parents of eligible children, or for
answers to any questions you might have about identification, evaluation and placement into Section 504 programs, please contact the District’s Section 504 Coordinator Lisa VonBorstel, (254) 687-2922 ext 150.
Aviso Sobre La Identificacion de Estudiantes Incapacitados bajo la Seccion 504 del Decreto de Rehabliltacion de 1973, el Distrito Escolar esta obligado a identificar, referir, evaluar, y proporcionar servicios educativos apropriados y gratuitos a estudiantes incapacitadoes que califican para recibir serbvicios bajo esta ley,
Si usted desea mas informacion sobre los derechos de
padres de ninos incapacitados, O si tene preguntas sobre la identificacion, evaluacion, y colocacion de ninos
en el programa de Seccion 504, favor de ponerse in contacto con el Coordinador de 504 del Distrito Lisa
VonBorstel, (254) 687-2922 ext 150.
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Free and Reduced-Price Meals
Itasca ISD announced its policy today for providing
free and reduced-price meals for children served
under the attached current income eligibility guidelines. Each school/site or the central office has a
copy of the policy, which may be reviewed by anyone on request.
Starting on August 21st, Itasca ISD will begin distributing letters to the households of the children in
the district about eligibility benefits and any actions
households need to take to apply for these benefits.
Applications also are available at 123 N. College St.
Criteria for Free and Reduced-Price Meal Benefits
The following criteria will be used to determine a
child’s eligibility for free or reduced-price meal
benefits:
Income
1.Household income that is at or below the
income eligibility levels
Categorical or Automatic Eligibility
2.Household receiving Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF); or Food Distribution Program
on Indian Reservations (FDPIR)
Program Participant
3.Child’s status as a foster child, homeless,
runaway, migrant, or displaced by a declared disaster
4.Child’s enrollment in Head Start or Even
Start

Categorical or Program Eligibility
Itasca ISD is working with local agencies to identify all children who are categorically and program eligible. Itasca
ISD will notify the households of these children that they do
not need to complete an application. Any household that
does not receive a letter and feels it should have should
contact K aren Taber, Director of Food Services, 254-6872922 ext129 or ktaber@itascaisd.net.
Any household that wishes to decline benefits should contact K aren Taber, Director of Food Services, 254-687-2922
ext129 or ktaber@itascaisd.net.
Applications may be submitted anytime during the school
year. The information households provide on the application will be used for the purpose of determining eligibility.
Applications may also be verified by the school officials at
any time during the school year.
Determining Eligibility
Under the provisions of the free and reduced-price meal
policy, Director of Food Services, K aren Taber will review
applications and determine eligibility. Households or
guardians dissatisfied with the Reviewing Official’s eligibility determination may wish to discuss the decision with
the Reviewing Official on an informal basis. Households
wishing to make a formal appeal for a hearing on the decision may make a request either orally or in writing to
Mark Parsons, Superintendent, 254-687-2922.
Unexpected Circumstances
If a household member becomes unemployed or if the
household size increases, the household should contact the
school. Such changes may make the children of the household eligible for benefits if the household’s income falls at
or below the attached current income eligibility guidelines.

Income Eligibility
For those households that qualify for free or re- In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the
duced-price meals based on income, an adult in the USDA,
its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions parhousehold must fill out free and reduced-price meal
ticipating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited
from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex,
application and return it to K aren Taber, Director
age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activof Food Services, 254-687-2922 ext.129 or kta- disability,
ity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.
ber@itascaisd.net. Those individuals filling out the
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print,
application will need to provide the following inforaudiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the
mation:
Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individu1.Names of all household members
2.Amount, frequency, and source of current
income for each household member
3.Last 4 digits of the Social Security number of
the adult household member who signs the
application or, if the adult does not have a
social security number, check the box for
“No Social Security number”
4.Signature of an adult household member attesting that the information provided is correct.

als who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may
contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 8778339. Additionally, program information may be made available
in languages other than English.
To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the
USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found
online at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html,
and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and
provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form.
To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C.
20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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Do You Remember…?—”Early Hill County”
Columnist Carl Sweeney Reprinted from Issue #30, 2009

Hill County was first visited by settlers in the 1830’s. The Seviers settled neat Iverson,
and about that same time, the Fort Graham area was settled. We do not know the names of
the very first ones, but one of the earliest was Jack Boiles, who stated that they often had to
wait for the buffalo to get out if the way. Since we have written about the Iverson area, we
will now concentrate on the Fort Graham area.
In 1834, two years before Texas won its independence from Mexico, a few settlers came
to the area of the Indian village of Chief Jose Maria. They built their cabins near the Brazos River. The first
years were tough, but the settlers persevered with the help of another Indian band whose chief the called “Bead
Eyes,” whose name I suspect was really “Bedias.” The Indians brought them buffalo, bear, and antelope and
deer meat and showed them what other things they could get from the land. Jose Maria’s band was not a lot of
help. But at least they were friendly, and did little trading with the Whites.
Although the local Indians were friendly a fort was built against those who were not. The fort was named
Fort Graham after General LP Graham, who distinguished himself at the battle of Resaca De La Palma in May
of 1846. The commander of Fort Graham was Major Arnold. The fort doctor was Doctor Steiner of the Steiner
Valley Family. The Major and Doctor never got along, and finally their feud resulted in gunfire. Major Arnold
was killed by Dr. Steiner. He was tried in a civil court and found innocent by reason of self defense. The military
and General Anderson tried their best to try him in a military court, but because of citizen support and intervention they never succeeded.
Fort Smith was established at Iverson soon after Fort Graham and a road was built between them. It was the
first “official” road in Hill County. There were few cases where a white person was killed by Indians in Hill
County. The massacre if the surveyors near Hubbard happened before Hill and Ellis were created out of Navarro County. Fort Graham and Fort Smith did not last very long. The Indians were moving north and west and
forts were created at Fort Worth and Fort Richardson. Consequently, Forts Graham and Smith were abandoned and the settlers moved into the buildings left vacant by the military. Just after the fort closing, the cattle
drivers of the Chisholm Trail used the area near Fort Graham as a crossing and a rest stop. There were also a
herd crossing a few miles north at Kimball Bend on the Brazos.
We mentioned the Indian Jose Maria earlier. Evidently he was quite a character. His name appears quite often in various historical accounts of the North Central Texas area. His band ranged from near Hubbard in Hill
County to the Granbury area on the Brazos River. I have no idea where he acquired that name, it doesn't sound
like Indian. He might have named himself to better relate to the Latinos and the Americans. It was said that he
was Anadarko, which I also suspect might not be true. The Indian tribes came and went, but the tribes we consider to be Native to this area were the Taoakonis, Mayeyos, and Karankaras, who were also on the Texas Coast
and were subjected of being cannibalistic.
Old Jose Maria was what could be called an opportunist. I think he would have been very aggressive if he
could have gotten away with it. However, he was smart enough to associate with the settlers for his benefit. I do
not have the full story, but old Jose was shot by a man named Harve Matthews. Sometime later Harve was sick
in bed and Jose Maria came to visit him. While there he asked Mrs. Matthews to feel the place on his shoulder
where Havre had shot him. Soon after that Jose moved his band to the Granbury area on the Brazos River.
On May 11, 1934 a group of Fort Graham people and their descendants got together for the 100th anniversary
of the settling of the Fort Graham.
In 1936 a building was erected on the fort grounds. Then when the Lake Whitney water level was raised to 13
feet, the fort building had to be relocated. I think the marker and remnants of the fort are now located on the
White Bluff Property.

Page 9

August 16, 2019
Mon-Wed
8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Thurs - Fri
8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Saturday
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday
CLOSED

Grocery, deli, and bakery with
an old town feel. Stroll in, look
around, and savor a made to
order sandwich on fresh bread
in our quaint dining area.
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Leopard Lilly Designs
10533 FM 916, Grandview, Texas, 76050
940-390-6547 817-797-3968
* Leopard Lilly is now able to sew patches on your
letter jackets, motorcycle vests, hats and more!

$6.50 per patch
7 day turnaround time, mail service available
Check out our Facebook page at:
Leopard Lilly Designs

102 West Main
Street, Itasca, TX
76055

Grandview Dental

(254) 687-5052

Enhancing Smiles and Changing Lives

Kandace R. Collins, D.D.S.
P:817-866-2315
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
F:817-866-2337
800 East Criner St.
Grandview, TX., 76050
www.grandviewdentist.com

WAMPUS CAT SHOP
Introducing a new design for the
Mighty Wampus Cat!
Visit our online shop here:

http://wampus-catshop.myshopify.com

KADDATZ AUCTIONEERING
& FARM EQUIPMENT SALES

Hair Cuts-Etc.
Walk-Ins only
Open
Tuesday- Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Hwy. 171
Osceola, TX.
254-687-9848

Christina
Hannah
Leslie

Citizens State Bank
Checking, Savings, CD - IRA
Let us help you with all your
banking needs.
Itasca Branch
P.O. Box 126
201 E. Main Street
Itasca, Texas, 76055

Ph: 254-687-2305
Fax: 254-687-2755
www.citizensstatebanktx.com

Appraisals, Liquidations & Hauling
New & Used Parts, Tires and Rims.
Hillsboro, TX 254-582-3000
akaddatz@yahoo.com
Order parts online
kaddatzequipment.com TSX #6676

House Cleaning Services
Houses & Apartments
Deep Cleaning - Move Out Cleaning
After Party One Time
Monthly, Biweekly or Weekly
Judith Contreras
254-229-4275
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How Parents Can Prepare for Back to School Time
1. Get back into your sleep routine.
2. Shop for school supplies together.

3. Re-establish school routines.
4. Set up a homework station.
5. Prepare for the unexpected.
6. Make an after-school game plan.
7. Turn off the TV and video games.
8. Review school material and information.
9. Get organized.
10. Get your child’s yearly checkup.
Source:https://www.teachhub.com

