
I would like to take a moment to welcome all the new students, returning students, and their 

families back to O’Loughlin Elementary School.  It is exciting to have new students in our school again 

this year.  We also have 61 new Kindergarteners that have entered the system.  Currently our enroll-

ment numbers stand at 375 students.    

 As most of you have discovered, we have several new staff that have joined our “family.”  New 

teachers include:  Miss Ashley Butler in our 2nd grade team, and Ms. Kaleigh Wentworth in our 3rd 

Grade team.  I see many great things happening in their classrooms already.  In addition to classroom 

teachers, we now have Mrs. Carol Whisman teaching music to grades 3-5 and directing the O’Loughlin 

Singers, and Ms. Abi Rohr as the Speech and Language Pathologist.  When you have a chance, please 

join me in welcoming all of them to our school.   

 Once again, I want to assure you that the staff at O’Loughlin is determined we will have a safe 

and productive school year.  We will continue to send out information on many topics of interest to par-

ents, including information on the impact that absenteeism has on student learning.  Increasing our at-

tendance rate is a high priority for O’Loughlin and the District, so it will be an area of focus this year.  

We will also be working on implementing a Growth Mindset Culture in our school, so you will be receiv-

ing information on that topic as well—We truly believe that all students can flourish when they focus on 

working hard every day.     

 Please continue to communicate with staff if you have concerns or questions about your child’s 

classroom.  I am also available if you have concerns or need additional information.  You may reach me 

at 623-2510 or vgile@usd489.com  Communication between all members of a school family is vitally im-

portant to ensure success for all students and families.  Please feel free to stop by and visit with us as 

well.   

 Wishing all of us a safe, successful year—Enjoy!! 

--Vicki Gile, Principal 

 

Welcome Back O’Loughlin Families 

Title I / Reading Recovery 
There will be Title I / Reading Recovery information 

available in the Title Rooms in the library, at the 

O’Loughlin Elementary Open House on Tuesday, 

September 3rd from 6:00 to 7:00.  The Title I program 

offers extra help to students in reading.  Reading 

Recovery is a 1-on-1 intervention to help the first graders 

who are struggling with learning to read.  Anyone 

interested in learning about these programs is welcome 

to come and visit with us!  We would also be happy to 

speak individually to anyone having concerns or 

questions, at any time.  We hope to see you at the Open 

House! 

Laura Gaughan, Title I/ Reading Recovery Teacher 

Krista Brooks, Title I/ Reading Recovery Teacher 

SEPTEMBER 2019 

Fall Open House 
Please join us for an O’Lough-

lin Open House on Tuesday, 

September 3rd. 

 

O’Loughlin Open House from 

6:00-7:00  p.m. in the class-

rooms 

September 11– Early release day.  School dismissal at 1:00. 

mailto:vgile@usd489.com
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Developing responsibility is an important 

life skill.  Having your child arrive at school 

by 7:59 a.m. will help your child learn the 

importance of developing good work habits.  

Our first morning bell rings at 7:54 a.m.  

Classes begin at 7:59 a.m.  If a student enters the 

building after this time, he/she is considered tardy and 

will be required to report to the office to check in.  En-

couraging regular attendance is important for your 

child’s success at school.  Children are counted absent 

when they are not in school for any reason.  We ask 

that parents call the office if their child will be absent.  

Our secretary will be calling if a child is absent and we 

have not heard from the parents.  Failure to call the 

school will result in an unexcused absence.  It is our 

goal to provide a positive start for each child every day.  

Your assistance with attendance, absences and tardies 

is greatly appreciated.  

To “Opt-In” to start receiving texts 
from School Connects, please follow 
the instructions below: 
Text the word “Join” to 56360. 

• If your number is already listed 
in PowerSchool you should get a 
confirmation text back telling you 
it was successful. 

 

• If you receive a text back tell-
ing you that your number is not in 
the system, please email Amy Arn-
hold at aarnhold@usd489.com. 
Include the phone number you 
want in the email to be set up with 
the service. Text message rates 
will apply. 

Providing a safe environment for students is a top priority at O’Loughlin School.  We will begin 

serving breakfast at 7:30 a.m.  Children not eating breakfast are welcome to come into the cafe-

teria after 7:30 a.m. and wait quietly until morning playground supervision begins at 7:40 a.m.   

 

PLEASE NOTE THERE IS NO EARLY ENTRY TO SCHOOL PRIOR TO 7:30 A.M. 

 

School starts at 7:59a.m. 

 

Students will be dismissed at  3:02 p.m. 

 

To ease congestion, we suggest parents wait for their students outside of the building. 

 

Should it become necessary to alter your usual dismissal plans for your child, WE REQUIRE A 

NOTIFICATION BY PHONE OR WRITTEN NOTE PRIOR TO 2:00 P.M.  This allows enough 

time to have the notification delivered to the classroom prior to dismissal time.  This notifica-

tion is essential to ensure safety for our students at the end of the school day.  When you need 

to pick up your child early from school, please come to the front office and we will call your child 

from class.  To maximize instruction time, we ask that you not request students wait in the of-

fice prior to your arrival. 
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All O’Loughlin 

students will 

have their pic-

ture taken on 

Thursday,  Sep-

tember 26, 2019.  

Parents will have 

the opportunity to purchase any pictures 

they wish to keep. 

 Please remember to have your 

child dressed as you wish to see them in 

the pictures.  Information will be sent 

home explaining prices of the pictures 

packets along with an order form. 

Homework 

Parents requesting homework for an absent student must do so before 

10:00 a.m. Homework can be picked up after 2:30 p.m. in the office. 

No Pets Allowed 
 

 Parents, please do not bring your pets 

to school during arrival and dismissal 

times.   Your pets are wonderful companions 

but can become dangerous distractions to chil-

dren during our busy traffic at arrival and dis-

missal.  Please do not bring your pets inside 

the building at any time.  Some students are 

allergic to pets and their presence in our build-

ing can become problematic. 

Our School does not serve any foods containing peanuts or tree nuts, but to say 

we are a “peanut free” gives a false sense of security. It is difficult to control what 

comes in from the outside in student and staff lunches and snacks. We need to be 

“Allergy Aware” there are also severe food allergies to milk, strawberries, shrimp as well as se-

vere allergies to latex, and bee stings. We need to be very aware of the foods we bring into our 

school and use caution so that our students with severe allergies are kept safe. 

Our students with severe allergies have allergy action plans that have been written with guid-

ance from their physician. These are the plans we follow in case of an accidental exposure. The 

school nurse makes staff members aware of students who have severe allergies and trains them 

to recognize signs and symptoms of a severe allergic reaction and how to use an epi-pen. These 

students need to have their emergency medications with them every time they leave the build-

ing for a field trip or sports activity. Our students'’ safety and wellbeing is the most important. 

Just a friendly reminder that we encourage parents to not bring food from local 

restaurants in the building at lunch to enjoy with your student. Thank you 
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Three screenings are required for Kansas schools. Vision screening is 

required within the first year of enrollment. Vision will be screened at 

Kindergarten, 1st,2nd,3rd, 5th, 7th, and 10th, and all students new to the 

school district during the school year. Hearing will be screened for all 

Kindergarten, 2nd, 5th, 7th, 10th, and all new students to the school dis-

trict during the school year. Dental screenings will take place for all 

Kindergarten through 5th grade and for 7th grade students. Should 

you have any questions or concerns about the screenings or would pre-

fer that your child not be screened; you can contact the school nurse at 

your child’s school. Parents will be contacted with abnormal results. 

Titulo I / Recuperación de Lectura 
El 3 de septiembre, durante la noche de orientación de padres, se pro-

veerá una junta de información sobre el Título I / Recuperación de 

Lectura. El personal de este programa ayudara a los estudiantes de 1 

er grado que necesitan asistencia en aprender a leer. Toda persona 

que esté interesada sobre este programa, son bienvenidas. Proveere-

mos información, estaremos disponibles para tener juntas individua-

les y discutir cualquier pregunta. Esperamos verlos pronto. 

 

Krista Brooks, Maestra de Recuperación de Lectura/Título I 

Laura Gaughan, Maestra de Recuperación de Lectura/Título I 


