
PRINCIPAL’S NOTE: 

 
How to Make the Most out of Your Parent 

Conferences 
 

Many parents feel nervous when meeting with a 
teacher, principal or other staff member.  Teach-
ers and school staff also share the same feelings 
when speaking with parents.  Many times when 
parents and school staff communicate with one  
another, it is often about an unpleasant subject, or 
problem. 
 Share your insights with school staff.  Let the 

teacher know about your child’s study habits, 
special interests and any health problems that 
may affect his or her learning. 

 
 Make a list of questions before the confer-

ence.  The teacher will welcome this as a 
sign that you take your child’s schooling se-
riously.  Some questions to consider for mid-
dle school include:  Does this school offer 
any career counseling?  How often do you 
assign homework?  Is my child completing 
assignments as expected?  Listen carefully to 
the reports and statements from your child’s 
teacher, counselor, or other school staff. 

 
 Let teachers and staff know your concerns.  

Work through disagreements.  If you are up-
set with a teacher, calm down before you try 
to communicate your concerns.  Try to re-
member that there are two sides to every situ-
ation.  Be prepared to listen to the teacher’s 
version. 

 
Parent/Teacher Conferences 
 
Please schedule a conference with your child’s 
teachers.  IBMS offers a unique opportunity to 
meet with all grade level teachers at the same 
time.  This allows for some discussion on any 
areas your student can improve upon and give 
parents a time-saving alternative to arranging 
several different meetings with multiple teachers. 
Conferences will be held: 
 
 

Wednesday, October 9th, 2:30-6:30 pm  
Thursday, October 10th, 12:30-7:30 pm 
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULING  

 
Scheduling appointments is now available 
online.  You may schedule conference 
appointments by clicking on your child’s 
teacher’s website.   

 
Picture Retake Day 

 
The picture re-take day is scheduled for 
Wednesday, October 9th at 10:30am in 
the Elementary School. Order envelopes 
are available in the Middle School Office. 
All pictures must be prepaid and checks 
made payable to Precision Photo Imaging. 
All students will have a picture taken re-
gardless if a purchase is made so that all 
students are present in the 2019-2020 
IBMS Yearbook. 

 

 
 

         You’re invited!! 
The 36th Annual Holiday Lane 

Craft Show 
 

When:   November 23, 2019 
Where: Illini Bluffs High  
             School Commons 
Time:    9:00 a.m.– 3:00 p.m. 
Luncheon begins at 11:00 a.m. 

 
All Proceeds received, directly benefit the 
IB Music Boosters who support all of the 
Illini Bluffs music programs. If you have 
any questions, please contact Joanne 
Strack at 697-8065 

 



IBMS Going Green! 
 

Just a reminder that IBMS does recycle old ink 
and toner cartridges. Send your old cartridges to 
school with your child and they can drop it in the 
recycle box in the office. All funds received 
from the donated cartridges benefit our school 
and our students. 

  Tap/Detention 

TAP stands for the Teacher Assistance Program. It is an  
after-school program for students needing additional 
help with homework, assignments and studies. It is a 
quiet study environment available, as needed. 
 
Detention students must bring and present their signed 
white slip prior to serving a detention. Detentions are 
served on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 3:15-4:15 
Tap is every day except for Wednesdays from 3:15-4:00 
 

Science Club 
The Science Club will be meeting in Mr. Schroen’s 
room after school from 3:20 until 4:20 p.m. 
 
Meeting dates are: October  17th, November  21st,  
December 19th, January 16th February 21st,  
March 12th, April 16th 
(Meeting dates are subject to change.) 

Assignment Notebooks 
 

Fall is here and we are close to completing our first 
quarter.  We notice our schedules are getting busier 
and our students are learning to juggle their aca-
demics with their after school activities.  As a par-
ent, you wonder, how can I assist my child in keep-
ing his/her grades up?  One very important tool our 
students and parents and guardians can use is the 
ASSIGNMENT NOTEBOOK.  
 
Use as a conversation starter.  If you ask your 
middle schooler "How was school today?" you will 
nearly  always get a one-word answer or an unintel-
ligible noise as a response (Sound familiar?).  The 
student's assignment notebook is arranged by class 
and day.  By looking over the various boxes in the 
planner, you will get a sense of how each school 
day looks.  Our questions can become more fo-
cused—"What's it like to have math right after 
lunch?' or "I see you watched a movie in science.  
What was it about?" 
 
Use as a homework update.  The assignment note-
book is, of course, the method the school uses to 
help students keep track of their assignments and 
their due dates.  This also allows you to have the 
same information and to ask casual questions such 
as, "Are you ready for your test tomorrow?" or "Do 
you need anything for that project due next Thurs-
day?" 
 
Use to connect with the teacher.  You might let 
your child's teachers know that they can write notes 
to you in the planner or assignment notebook, and 
you can convey information to the teachers as well.  
Mostly, these should be positive comments such as 
"Robbie enjoyed finding the history answers 
online" or "Alice read 4 chapters over the week-
end!" 
 
Use as a growth tool.  An important purpose for 
the assignment notebook is to teach young adoles-
cents how to organize their work.  At first, using 
the planner is more of a chore than a help, but as 
time goes on,  
students make sense of it.  Occasionally, take note 
of progress in keeping the assignment notebook up 
to date and use it not only as a reminder but also as 
a scheduler.  It's great for young adolescents to see 
how they have matured and become more responsi-
ble as students. 
 
The school assignment notebook can become a  
wonderful means to enhance the partnership among 
you, the school, and your middle school student. 
               

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP 
 
On behalf of the students at IBMS, thank you to the 
friends, family, parents, guardians, and students who 
helped with the Middle School fundraiser this year.  
The fundraiser was very successful and our school  
received $5,469.00 to be used for our Makerspace 
and robotics.   


