
RCS student Alexis Vernon wins Roxboro 
Distinguished Young Woman 2020

By: Grace Pryor
Bullhorn Reporter

 Over the past six years only Roxboro Com-
munity School (RCS) students have won Distin-
guished Young Woman (DYW) of Roxboro. 
 Alexis Vernon recently won the title of Roxboro 
Distinguished Young 
Woman 2020. Vernon said, 
“When they called my name 
and number, I was 
surprised, excited 
and honored to have 
been chosen.” 
 Vernon placed in the 
categories of self 
expression, overall interview, and overall scho-
lastic.
 RCS senior Kyleigh Burton was first runner up. 
Burton was one of the winners in multiple cat-
egories of the competition. These categories 
include fitness, self expression, and talent.
 RCS senior Anniston Stovall was third runner 
up. Stovall also was a winner in multiple cate-
gories. The categories she placed in were self 
expression and talent.
 Hester Claire Linville and Grace Stultz, RCS se-
niors, both won in judges interview. Stultz also 
placed in scholastic along with Aviry Coleman 
and Ahn Overbey, RCS seniors.
 Vernon will go on to the North Carolina state 
program to represent Roxboro on Jan 24 and 
25.
 Vernon also made the remark, “It is a huge 
honor to get to represent our community and 
the amazing DYW class of 2020. I’m excited to 
have this opportunity and hope to inspire young 
girls to participate, especially after it has had 
such an impact on my life.” Vernon said she will 
forever be grateful for DYW.

College application month campaign

By: Ariel Fryczynski
RCS Reporter

 October is North
Carolina’s 
annual college 
application
month. 
It is a campaign 
to promote 
college access. 
 There will be 
many activities 
in place for all seniors at Roxboro Community 
School (RCS). This will include residency, FAF-
SA, and applications.
 College application week will be the week 
of October 21-25z for seniors. This is a time 
where seniors can complete online applications 
for colleges.
Alumni from RCS who have graduated from 
college will be returning to RCS for college 
application week.  
 They will be wearing shirts representing the 
college they went to. The alumni will all be 
sharing their experiences and information 
about college. The staff will also be wearing 
the shirt that represents the college they grad-
uated from as well. There is going to be an 
assembly on October 18.

Alexis Veron

My trip to Universal Studios Orlando

By: Ariel Fryczynski
RCS Reporter

  I recall looking out the 
plane window on the way 
to Orlando. 

see ‘My trip to Universal Studios Orlando’ page 2
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My trip to Universal Studios Orlando

 My face couldn’t express the excitement I was 
feeling. My family and I were on our way to 
Universal Studios for Halloween Horror Nights 
and it would be our first time for this event. 
 We had gone to Universal two times before 
this trip but they were so long ago I can barely 
even remember them other than the pure ex-
citement and thrill of being there. 
 My favorite parts were and still are the Harry 
Potter worlds, including Hogwarts, Hogsme-
ade, Knockturn Alley, and Diagon Alley. They 
sell butterbeer and all the delicious candies in 
none other than Honeydukes! When I went into
Honeydukes I was able to buy a chocolate frog 
and peppermint toads. I also probably got but-
terbeer every time we went into a Harry Potter 
world because it is so addicting.
 When we went into Diagon Alley, they have a 
ride associated with the Gringotts bank. It was 
exactly like the movie and I was surprised by 
how real the goblins looked (they were also 
moving around sorting money). My
brother, Fletcher, and I also went inside 
Ollivanders and other shops in Diagon Alley 
just to look around at all the cool items. 
Diagon Alley also leads to the cold and 
chilling Knockturn Alley that had the curses 
shop from the books and movies. 
Although I loved the Harry Potter world it was 
also my first time at Halloween Horror Nights 
at Universal. It was super fun but also terrifying! 
I had skeletons with chainsaws, zombies, and 
dead Vikings chasing me around trying
to scare me. It was definitely scary but haunted 
houses were even worse. 
 My favorite house out of all 10 that were there 
was definitely one on all the original monsters. 
You wouldn’t think anyone could make those 
silly old films terrifying but Universal was able 
to completely reinvent them and I fell in love 
with it. 

 Another thing I loved about Halloween Horror 
Nights is the food. There were many places 
including a star court mall food court! I am a 
Stranger Things fan and this was pretty cool. All 
the food during Halloween Horror Nights was 
Halloween themed. A few nights, I got pump-
kin doughnuts with green goo all over them 
while another night I got green popcorn. 
 Overall, this trip was something unforgettable 
and will always be marked as one of
the best things I did in my life. I hope to go 
back to Universal Studios for Halloween Horror 
Nights again one day.

Women’s golf team starting this year at 
RCS

By: Ariel Fryczynski
RCS Reporter

 The new women’s golf team starting at Rox-
boro Community School (RCS) consists of 
Macie Whipp, Amy Davis, Morgan Mangum, 
Antasia Jeffers, Kaytlin Phillips, and Nyriah 
Barnes.
 Macie Whipp was inspired to start a women’s 
golf team with the help of her mother and math 
teacher at RCS, Charlotte Whipp.
“I have been playing golf for five years now 
and I’m looking for a golf scholarship for col-
lege so I can play for them, and I really like 
playing,” stated Macie Whipp.
 Amy Davis, another player on the golf team, 
stated that she is enjoying being on the team 
and looks forward to growing closer with the 
other girls. 
 Macie Whipp’s goal for the team is to qualify 
for and go to regionals. “I’m excited where the 
golf team goes as far as winning in the next 
couple years,” she said. “If any high school 
girls at RCS are interested in golf they should 
feel free to join.”



RCS drafting class is 80 percent female

By: Grace Pryor
RCS Reporter 

 When Phillip Gillis came to Roxboro Community 
School (RCS) four years ago, he started teaching 
a drafting class. 
 In the past, the drafting class has been 80 per-
cent male and 20 percent female.

see ‘Drafting class’ page 4

E-cigarettes especially dangerous to teen-
agers

By: Jackson Solomon
RCS Reporter 

 There have been seven reported cases of 
e-cigarette related deaths in the United States.
According to an NPR source, along with deaths
there have been 530 illnesses related to vap-
ing. In all confirmed cases, patients reported
vaping within 90 days of developing symptoms.
Most of these cases are happening to teenag-
ers.
According to Yvonne Pleasant, Roxboro Com-
munity School (RCS) school nurse, one in nine
high school seniors vape. Pleasant also said
that the median age for vaping is 19.
“The chemicals in the e-cigarettes are essen-
tially acting as a toxin to your lungs,” said Dr.
Terri Cates, of Roxboro Family Medicine and
Immediate Care, when asked about what goes
on in people’s lungs when they vape, especially
to teenagers. Cates said that this will lead to
the “aging” of the lungs, causing a 13-year-old
to have the lungs of a 70-year-old man who has
been smoking for 50 years. When asked what
may be the reason behind the recent deaths
Cates said, “Recent deaths related to vaping
may be related to e-cigarettes that have been
shown to contain the presence of THC, which is
the primary active ingredient in marijuana.”
Cates said this is happening because of the
lack of regulation on these products and she
is thankful that the FDA (the Food and Drug
Administration) is acting on this issue. To curb
the issue of vaping, Cates said that the harmful
effects should be made clear in every way pos-
sible as well as parents talking to their children
and pediatricians including questions about
vaping.
As far as schools informing students about
the dangers of vaping, Cates said they should
incorporate this into health class, posters in the
halls and bathrooms, or assemblies with speak-
ers on the dangers.
In North Carolina, one in 10 middle school
students and three in 10 high school students
have reported using tobacco.

 Of the three of 10 tobacco users, 16.9 percent 
use e-cigarettes, according to the North Car-
olina Youth Tobacco Survey. Also, e-cigarettes 
are the most commonly used tobacco product 
among middle and high school students, ac-
cording to information provided by the Person 
County Health Department.
JUUL, one of the most popular e-cigarette 
companies, designs its vape in a USB style. This 
makes the vape easier to conceal from teachers 
and parents.
 Some symptoms of vaping include coughing, 
coughing up blood, bloodshot eyes, and prob-
lems with concentrating, according to Pleasant. 
These are all things for parents to watch out for 
in their children. Also, Pleasant said teens who 
vape also show increased irritability.
 Information from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) provided by the 
Person County Health Department, tells parents 
how to talk to a child who may be vaping. CDC 
advises parents to “find the right moment.” If 
they ask a question such as, “why don’t you 
want me to use e-cigarettes?” CDC provides 
the answer. “Science shows that e-cigarettes 
contain ingredients that are addictive and could 
harm different parts of your body.” CDC also 
has other questions and answers for parents to 
use. 
 According to Cates, “Parents need to talk 
to their kids very openly.  Ask your child if he 
knows anyone who vapes or if he has ever been 
offered it or tried it.  Know who your child is 
hanging out with.  Make it clear that this is a 
harmful activity.  The chemicals that give the 
vapes certain fragrance, like strawberry or mint, 
may be detectable on their clothing or book-
bag.  Talk to your child’s pediatrician if you are 
suspicious your child may be involved.  Parents, 
make sure to set a good example yourself.”



Former RCS tech team member becomes 
network engineer
By: Phyliss Boatwright
RCS Communications Instructor

 Roxboro Community School Class of 2017 
member Will Montgomery will complete his 
studies at Piedmont Community College (PCC) 
this fall, and also began working full-time as a 
network engineer at A3Communications’ Apex 
office on Sept. 16.
 Montgomery, who was 
on the RCS tech team 
throughout high school, 
served as interim 
technology director 
during his junior year. 
He supervised and 
implemented the 
expansion of the school network during the 
final phase of renovation in the building, which 
included the gym and multipurpose room, as 
well as the NCVPS (North Carolina Virtual Pub-
lic School) lab.
 After earning his associate in science degree 
from PCC, Montgomery plans to complete his 
bachelor’s degree online while working at A3 
Communications. He said he is excited about 
the opportunity and looks forward to traveling 
to various customer sites to share his expertise.
 Roxboro Community High School Principal 
Darkarai Bryant said, “We always knew Will 
was destined for greatness, and that he would 
become a network engineer. I am extremely 
proud of him.”

Montgomery

Drafting class
 This year, Gillis was surprised when he discov-
ered his class was made up of a 60 percent 
female population, with one girl being the only 
drafting III student. 
 Gillis said, “During 
the first half of the 
year, students learn 
skills such as 
sketching and drawing 
by hand.” He also 
explained that most of
the second half of the year is spent working 
“on computers using AutoCAD.” AutoCAD is 
the computer program drafting students use to 
design and plan layouts. 
 “Drafting II and III are 95 percent AutoCAD,” 
he said. Students also build bridges and build 
models which are considered smaller projects. 
 Gillis does not know why so many females 
were interested in taking the class this year, but 
he said, “it is nice having a good balance to the 
class.”
 When asked about how the girls are doing 
in the class, Gillis responded with, “They are 
killing it and bringing a new perspective to the 
class.” He also said that he is already seeing 
new approaches in the sketching and designing
by the females.
 Drafting I senior, Anniston Stovall, said, “My 
friends always talked highly of Gillis and his 
classes, along with how much fun they had 
learning in those classes. I figured I would go 
out of my comfort zone and take either creative
writing or drafting and I ended up in drafting 
and it’s been one of my favorite classes I’ve 
ever taken at RCS!”
 Stovall also said that just this short time in the 
drafting class has taught her better drawing 
skills and has given her the confidence to even 
take drafting classes in college.
 The single drafting III senior, Lauren Kendrick 
said the class has taught her creativity and how 
to use it in all of her classes. She also said she 
enjoyed coming up with her own floor plans. 
Kendrick also said, “After graduation, I am
planning to attend UNC Charlotte for the ar-
chitecture program, and taking these drafting 
classes is the first step.”
Both Kendrick and Stovall said the drafting 
program has helped them to take an atypical 
class and challenge themselves by learning the 
computer programs.

 Kendrick spoke about the surprising friend-
ships she has made through drafting class. 
She said, “Gillis’ classes are always filled with 
a group of people that you wouldn’t normally 
have a class with, which forces you to talk to 
someone you don’t know. I’m really grateful for 
this because I’ve made really good friends with 
people that I wouldn’t have known otherwise.” 
 Kendrick was also surprised to hear that this 
years’ drafting class was a majority of girls, 
especially since there were only three girls, in-
cluding herself, in drafting I when she took it.
 Gillis has made the drafting class especially 
enjoyable for both of the students. Both Kend-
rick and Stovall said one of the big reasons they 
chose to take the class was Gillis. Kendrick said 
Gillis is definitely one of her favorite teachers.

Drafting Class


