Thank You to Our Many Friends For Making Tonight Possible











RKS Power Solutions & CIVISTA Bank, Event Sponsors
Don Hohler ’56, Biography Writer
Mark Hazelwood & The Norwalk Reflector
NCS/SPH Student Ambassadors
Blue Ribbon Catering
Frank Van Dresser, Jr. ‘97, Host
Norwalk Catholic School Advancement Office
St. Paul Alumni Association
St. Paul Hall of Fame Committee
Cindy Wilde ‘83, Program

2019 Hall of Fame Sponsors:

Business Partners:

Norwalk Catholic School / St. Paul High Administration

Athletic Hall of Fame Members

Martin Linder ’99, NCS/SPH President & JH/SPH Principal
Darren Conley, Director of Education, grades 7-12
Melissa Englert, Elementary Principal
Gail Reynolds ’01, Early Childhood Center Interim Director
Fr. Andrew Wellmann, School Chaplain
Sue Lesch, CFRE, Chief Advancement Officer
Mike McLaughlin, Business Manager

2015

Norwalk Catholic School Governing Board
Heather Belden
Jen Collins
Mark Coriell, Esq
Fr. Francis Mariadas
Msgr. Kenneth Morman
Julie Roberts, DDS
Corinne Ross ’97

Denise Stine
Becky Switalski
Pat Schwan, P.E.
Andrew Welfle ’06
Martin Linder ’99 (Ex-Officio)
Sue Riley (Ex-Officio)

2016

2017

St. Paul Hall of Fame Committee
Matt Fair ’90
Jim Kocher ’58
Steve Schumm ’59
Julie Badovick ’78

Frank Van Dresser, Jr. ’97
Dennis Doughty ’72
John Ridge ’72
Danny Grine ’17

Jim Wasiniak ’63
Tonia Maxwell ’89
Jenny Ridge ’00
Sharon Locke ’79

2018

Thank You Alumni
You do so many things to keep this school excellent! You give our events, like
the Hall of Fame, excitement and legitimacy. Your contributions to Friends for
the Future have exceeded over $700,000 annually. You have given to tuition
assistance and even funded specific tuition scholarships that enable the families
of our students to be able to afford a Catholic Education.
Whether you are in Norwalk or out of town, you support your alma matter with
pride and distinction. You are part of the Flyer family. Your support makes us
strong and ensures that Catholic education in the Norwalk area will be vibrant
for years to come. Thank you for everything red, white and black.
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2019 Hall of Fame
Induction Ceremony
5:30 Dinner and Drinks
6:30 Opening Remarks: Martin Linder ’99
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Hosted By: Frank Van Dresser, Jr. ’97

Distinguished Citizen Inductees

Gerard & Patricia Hipp ’50 & Honorary
Presented by: Sue Riley and Sara Bodell

Chris Amato ’70
2013

Presented by: Jim Amato & Katie (Amato) Wilson

Athletic Sector Inductees

1969 State Champion Football Team
Presented by: Coach Mike Gottfried & Fellow Teammates

2014

Closing: Matt Fair ’90, Alumni Association President

Gerard & Patricia Hipp
Class of 1950 & Honorary
Distinguished Citizens

The word “generous” comes to mind when defining what Pat and Jerry Hipp
have done for St. Paul and the Norwalk community over the years. The Hipps
have made numerous contributions to Norwalk Catholic School, St. Paul Parish and the
Norwalk community. Jerry is a 1950 graduate of St. Paul High School and is a veteran of the US
Army during the Korean Conflict. Pat, an honorary alumna of St. Paul High School, graduated as
valedictorian of the 1948 class of Milan High School, graduated from the St. Vincent Hospital of
Nursing in 1953 and obtained a Bachelor of Science degree from Mary Manse College in 1955.
They were married at St. Anthony’s in Milan and lived in New York for three years. Upon
returning, they joined St. Paul Parish and started a family that eventually numbered five. Pat
said “I was always a firm believer in education and I knew our children would get the
foundation at St. Paul necessary for them to enter the job market with
confidence and conviction.” Jerry and Pat’s children are all St. Paul
alumni who are generous and community minded business leaders.
It is not by luck that the Hipps have been solvent enough to “give
back” to St. Paul parish and school as well as Pat’s home parish in
Milan along with other colleges and universities who were in
financial need. They are the owners of Maple City Ice and are
still very active in the day to day operations of the company
which has been in operation since 1917. Before taking over the
family business, Jerry, a designer by trade, worked at Peabody Architectural and then at
Norwalk Furniture. Pat, with her nursing degree, served as the medical surgical instructor at
Misericordia Hospital in New York City and upon returning to this area served as a clinical
instructor at the Sandusky School of Practical Nursing. She also served as a medical and surgical
instructor at the Providence Hospital School of Nursing and was the Staff Development
Coordinator at Fisher-Titus, leaving that position to become the President of the family
business. She remains in that position along with being the Secretary/Treasurer of another
family business, Maple City Builders, a firm that has developed over 300 home sites and several
commercial properties in the surrounding area.
In 2017, Pat was the recipient of the PNC Bank woman of the Year Award given by the Huron
County Chamber of Commerce. Jerry and Pat together were the recipients of the Cornerstone
Award in 2018 for their selfless, philanthropic works in the Norwalk community. Maple City Ice
was the first recipient of the annual Tradition of Service Award presented at the Norwalk
Catholic School Annual Business and Professional Breakfast.
Jerry and Pat have served on many committees at St. Paul and the city of Norwalk including
but not limited to the following: Legacy Grows Campaign Executive Committee; Selection
Committee for the Principal search at St. Paul; Charter members of the FCEDO Endowment
Fund; St. Paul Boosters; faithfully support the Annual Endowment Luncheon and the Norwalk
Economic Development Committee. Jerry is also a member of the St. Paul Choir. Pat has
compiled quarterly endowment fund statements since 2006 and offers detailed investment
advice.
Jerry and Pat established the Agnes Stoll Riley Culture
of Excellence in Teaching Award in 2019 and also
established the Gerard and Patricia Hipp Family
Foundation, which will continue their philanthropic
efforts long into the future.
Because of Jerry and Pat’s generous support of
many projects and fund-raising efforts for the
school and parish it is an honor and privilege to
induct the Hipp’s into the St. Paul High School Hall
of Fame as Distinguished Citizens.
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Chris Amato
Class of 1970
Distinguished Citizen

Although Chris Amato was instrumental in St. Paul
winning a poll championship in 1969, he feels what he has
accomplished in the Toledo area since he graduated from Notre Dame in 1974 is far
more important than as he put it “throwing a five hard pass in the flat to Jeff Fields and
then watch him run 67 yards for a touchdown”.
Amato graduated from Notre Dame in 1974. He taught first at Toledo Central
Catholic and later Toledo St. John’s where he also coached the tennis team to a state
championship in his only year at the helm.
“If I had any claim to fame in athletics, it was my coaching that tennis team to the
state championship,” he believed. “As far as football, I look back and see myself as
someone glamorized because of the position I played.”
Over the years, Amato has formed two different non-profit organizations in Toledo,
the first is named Kids Unlimited, an after-school program for inner-city children that
emphasizes education. Children are watched and taught in faith-based environments
by wisdom-imparting adults.
In 2014, he founded the Historic South Initiative, a revitalization program for the Old
South End of the city. Again, it was a program that emphasized
aiding children from age 3 through high school.
“Our long-range goal is to restore an area that at one time had
a strong and memorable history,” Amato explained. “We want to
see it back as a vibrant, attractive neighborhood, an area that will
attract both families and businesses.”
A proven fund-raising genius, Amato, in 1990 while at
Toledo Central Catholic as the Vice-President of
Advancement, under the guidance of school president Fr.
Martin Donnelly, (St. Paul 1964-68) headed a fund-raising
initiative that raised $13-million, more than double the
original goal.
Chris was No. 3 in a six-year run of Amato’s at quarterback at St. Paul.
It started with Charley in 1964 when he came off the bench in the second game against
Margaretta.
John took over the position in 1966 starting with a winning, 21-0 performance
against Western Reserve. With Charley and John studying at Notre Dame, it was time
for the most successful brother of all, Chris, to take center stage. He started as a
sophomore, setting seven records as the team won eight of nine. He set four more
records as a junior in leading his team to an undefeated season and a second place
finish in the AP Class A poll.
Although he turned in any number of stellar performances as a senior, his finest hour
came in the Mapleton game, one of the few games the Flyers were not favored to win.
In that surprising 58-0 victory, he passed for a school record 342 yards, completing 17
of 25 passes, five for touchdowns, four of them to Mike Wasiniak.

1969 State Champion Football Team
Athletic Sector

Rare is the time when a high school football team starts a season with no weak links. This
was the case, however, with the 1969 St. Paul team, one that won the Associated Press poll
championship and will have its members inducted into the school’s Hall of Fame this weekend.
Coach Mike Gottfried made a statement at the awards dinner one week after St. Paul edged Newark
Catholic for the title that struck home with many Flyer fans. He believed that any honor bestowed on that
squad should also include teams as far back as the 1966 squad and continue forward to the players that
played in 1971.
“Upper-classmen from that 1967 squad were instrumental in getting starters from this team ready for
what they were to accomplish over the last 10 weeks,” Gottfried stated.
Gottfried arrived on the scene in the fall of 1967, coming here from Roseville High School. His first squad
went 9-1, the lone loss and the first of just two over his four-year stay, was dealt him by the Jamie O’Haraled Ottawa Hills squad. The program was perfect (10-0) in 1968, a year highlighted by the upset win over
Edison in front of an over-flow crowd at Whitney Field.
The stage was set for the team that will be honored this weekend.
“The 1969 team had no weaknesses,” Gottfried claimed. “We had a strong offensive line that blocked well
for veteran backs who had proved themselves in previous seasons. The receiving corps was five deep, all of
them tall with good hands and speed afoot. This allowed us to either run or use play-action passes,
something other teams just did not have in their play-book at that time. Defensively, we were stout up front
against the run while having defensive backs that could both compliment the front five or if necessary run
down any tackling mistakes that may have been made.
“And on top of that, we had a solid kicking game. John Potts could punt the ball as far as anyone in the
state. Many times John changed the field position in our favor. Plus, he was a valued place-kicker with one of
his placement winning (7-6) the second meeting with Edison,” Gottfried remembered.
Unquestionably, the one-point win against Edison was key to the 1969 poll title.
“We had made a statement against Bill Taraschke’s Edison team (34-12) the year before and we just did
not show attention to detail the following year and I knew this could be a mistake because I was now dealing
with Jim Boyden who was at Crooksville when I was at Roseville the year before I came to St. Paul. Bob
Runyon and I spent every Saturday afternoon at Edison games so we knew we would have our hands full
with a team that wanted to get respect back.”
This is how the 1969 season played out:
Gottfried took his team that included 11 returning letter-winners back home to his alma mater, Crestline,
for the final scrimmage and scored nine times. He pronounced his team ready.
Game 1 - The offense showed in the Crestline scrimmage carried over as the Flyers won their 14th
straight game, 44-6. Out-fitted with red shoes and flashy waist-length warm-up jackets, St. Paul used the
running of veterans Steve Missler and Dave Heyman and the throwing of Chris Amato to score the first 44
points of the game.
Game 2 - The start was shaky because of mistakes but St. Paul eventually pitched its first shutout of the
season, a 40-0 win over visiting Woodmore. It was only 6-0 at the half, however, Gottfried would use a

1969 State Champion Football Team
Athletic Sector

second quarterback, Chris Mushett, late in the third quarter. Between Mushett and Amato, the
Flyers offense, one that had just 50 yards in the first half, erupted for 381 yards at games end.
Game 3 - Firelands Conference favorite Hillsdale gave the Flyers a stern test but John Potts would be the
difference-maker but not because of his talented foot. He subbed for an injured fullback Jack Lodermeier,
rolling up 185 yards in a 30-14 victory.
Game 4 - The Monroeville rivalry game was next and Amato put on an aerial show completing 11 of 13
first-half passes in helping his team to a 20-0 lead and finished with 19 of 26 for 293 yards in a 34-14 victory.
Game 5 - The Edison game was dedicated to veteran Al Percival who went down with a season-ending
injury. It was an Edison team that was playing with pride and a new coach in Jim Boyden. The Chargers
scored on a drive on the opening kickoff and then used a tenacious defense to hold St. Paul at bay until it
scored three plays into the final quarter. It was a pass-run from seven yards out by Mike Wasiniak that tied
it. Potts followed with the placement for the margin of victory.
Game 6 - Chris Mushett ran the offense in St. Paul’s 26-0 conference win over South Central. Chris Amato
was sidelined because of an ankle injury. The game was history-making for the Mushett family as Chris
hooked up with Mike on a school-record 87-yard pass play. The game was still scoreless at halftime as the
John Dendinger-led Trojans time and again kept St. Paul out of the end zone with bone-jarring tackles.
Game 7 - Black River would be no match as the Flyers won handily, 41-8. Amato was back and threw for
198 yards and three scores in the first half and then Mushett came on and was three-for-five. The Flyers
unveiled a new break-away running threat, Jeff Fields.
Game 8 - The stage was set for the Firelands Conference match-up of the season. St. Paul had never lost
a conference game but this one would be a test. Not so much. Amato had a career night, throwing for 342
yards and five touchdowns, going 17 for 29 to seven different receivers in a convincing 58-0 win over the
heralded Jim Reynolds-coached team.
Game 9 - The Flyers used the 42-0 win over Western Reserve as the basis for still another conference
championship. Amato ran his touchdown total to 22, throwing for 279 yards and four touchdowns. The St.
Paul defense held Western to just 50 total yards.
Game 10 - The game at Plymouth would be huge as St. Paul, over the previous two weeks, had closed the
gap in the polls to the point where they were within striking distance of Newark Catholic in the AP poll and
McDonald and Cory-Rawson in the United Press ranking. Plymouth put up a stern test in the first half with
the only difference at the intermission being a 21-yard pass play on the final play from Amato to Rich Frank.
St. Paul then owned the second half in the 30-8 season-ending win.
“I learned a lot as to how this poll voting procedure was done,” Gottfried explained later. “The teams that
were in the mix for state titles were sending out news releases to those who had voting rights on Monday
following their games. We started to do the same thing and I also made follow-up phone calls when
necessary. We got the attention of a lot of voters, proving that we were playing powerful teams and had the
skill level to beat them, most of the time convincingly. I always believed that if we had done this the year
before, we could have won it even then. I guess you could say the coaches were also doing their
homework.”

