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June 2019 

Upcoming Events 

June 29 
 High School Graduation 
 10:00 am MS/HS Auditorium 
July 8 
 BOE Organizational Meeting  
 6:30 pm  followed by 
 BOE Business Meeting 
 MS/HS Auditorium 
August 12 
 BOE Business Meeting 
 6:30 pm MS/HS Auditorium 
August 25 
 GAA Golf Tournament 
 1:00 pm  Thunderhart Golf Club 

Josephine Content, Valedictorian  

The Greenville Central School Faculty and 

Administration is proud to name Josephine 

Content as Valedictorian for the class of 

2019. Josette is the daughter of Tracy Young 

and Philippe Content of Freehold. On June 

29, 2019, she will receive her New York 

State Advanced Regents Diploma with 

Honors and Mastery in both Math and 

Science, having earned a weighted average 

of 100.46.  She is currently on track to 

receive an International Baccalaureate 

Diploma.  

Josette is known for many things, while not 

backing down from class debates may be 

one, she is best known for combining her 

love of robotics and technology through the Robotics Club.  She has been a 

member of the Robotics Club since its inception in 2015, and last year was 

recognized as a First Dean’s List Finalist at the Robotics World Competition.  

While many take up a sport as their hobby, Josette is a passionate trumpet 

player who has performed with the Empire State Youth Orchestra since 2013, 

as well as participating in both Tanglewood and NYSSMA All-State Band in 

2017.  She has performed as a pit musician for multiple Greenville High 

School Musicals, as well as shows at Proctor’s Theatre.  Josette will be 

continuing her studies at Columbia University, majoring in Mechanical 

Engineering.  

 

Valerie Lewis, Salutatorian 

The Greenville Central School District is proud to name Valerie Lewis as 

Salutatorian for the class of 2019.  Valerie is the daughter of Dianne and Stephen 

Lewis of Medusa.  She will receive her New York State Advanced Regents 

Diploma with Honors on June 29, 2019, having earned a weighted average of 

98.79. Valerie has taken Columbia-Greene Community College Dual Enrollment 

courses.  She has also been an officer of the FFA for six of the seven years of her 

involvement, has competed three times at the state level in prepared public 

speaking, and has been chair of the Parliamentary Procedure team for two of the 

three years as a member of the team.  Valerie will be serving as the 2019-2020 

New York State FFA Secretary.  Valerie will be continuing her studies at Cornell 

University majoring in Environmental and Sustainability Science.  
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***Congratulations Class of 2019! *** 

3.  Chloe Cox 

Chloe is the daughter of Willow Olson and Edward Cox of Greenville.  Chloe will graduate with an Advanced 

Regents Diploma with Honors and Mastery in Science.  In the fall Chloe will be attending California Baptist 

University majoring in Architecture.   

4.  Aidan O’Connor 

Aidan is the son of Jeremiah and Doreen O’Connor of Greenville.  Aidan will graduate with an Advanced Regents 

Diploma with Mastery in Science and Math.  Aidan will be attending Hudson Valley Community College in the fall 

majoring in Business Administration. 

5.  Sierra Gilroy 

Sierra is the daughter of Joan Stannard of Westerlo.  Sierra will graduate with an Advanced Regents Diploma with 

Honors and Mastery in Science. Sierra will be attending Siena College majoring in Biology. 

6.  Bridget Rose 

Bridget is the daughter of Mark and Linda Rose of Westerlo. Bridget will graduate with an Advanced Regents 

Diploma with Honors. Bridget will be attending SUNY New Paltz majoring in Marketing 

7.  Lenore Mardas 

Lenore is the daughter of Angela Cardamone of Freehold.  Lenore will graduate with an Advanced Regents 

Diploma. Lenore will be attending SUNY Purchase majoring in Film & Screenwriting.  

8.  Briana Mackey 

Briana is the daughter of Douglas and Paris Cutright of Greenville. Briana will graduate with an Advanced Regents 

Diploma with Honors.  Briana will be attending Rochester Institute of Technology. 

9.  Lydia Mardas  

Lydia is the daughter of Angela Cardamone of Freehold.  Lydia will graduate with an Advanced Regents Diploma.  

Lydia will be attending SUNY Purchase majoring in Film & Screenwriting. 

10.  Jude Kappel 

Jude is the son of Jason Kappel and Valerie Hamrah-Kappel of East Durham. Jude will graduate with an Advanced 

Regents Diploma and Mastery in Science.  In the fall Jude will be attending Union College majoring in Economics. 

Top Ten Graduating Seniors- continued 

Joe Cali’s Graduation Visit to the Transportation Department 
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Greenville CSD 2019 Junior Prom  

On Saturday, June 1, about one hundred and fifty students enjoyed the Greenville Central School Prom sponsored by the 

Class of 2020.  This year’s prom was held at The Olde Tater Barn in Central Bridge.  Coronation of the 2019 Prom 

Court was held prior to the prom.  The results were as follows:   

 

King:        Timothy Biernacki 

Queen:      Meghan Misuraca 

Prince:      Walter Sutton 

Princess    Lydia Ackerman 

Duke:       John Catapano 

Duchess:  Sierra Mistler 

Lord:        Austin Field 

Lady:        Khalifah Tracey 

 

Thank you to Sara Statham and Christen Jensen, Class Advisors for the Class of 2020, Justin Peltier for organizing the 

SADD After Prom Party, and to the chaperones for ensuring everything ran smoothly and all had a good time. 

Erin DuBois appointed Assistant Superintendent by Tammy J. Sutherland 

After a two (2) committee interview process, I am pleased to announce that the position 

of Assistant Superintendent was offered, and accepted by Erin Dubois.  Erin began her 

career with Greenville CSD on September 1, 1995.  She received her School District 

Administrator Certification on September 1, 2005.    

Erin will begin in her new position on July 8, 2019. 

I am thankful that we have a qualified, dedicated internal candidate that will continue to 

do great things for the students of Greenville. 

Please join me in congratulating Erin on this next chapter!  

Adeus e boa sorte Rafa! 

(Goodbye and good luck Rafa!) 

Rafaela Boechat has been at Greenville High 

School for the 2018-19 school year through the 

Rotary Exchange Program.  Rafa truly made 

Greenville her home for the past year and got 

involved in activities such as volleyball and 

cheerleading.  She has made lifelong friends and 

will be remembered for her positive attitude and 

determination.  Rafa will return home to Brazil in 

July and we wish her the best of luck in all of her 

future endeavors!   
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Another Fabulous Picnic on the Green! by Vikki Hawkins 

 
Many families attended the Picnic on the 

Green on May 21st at Scott M. Ellis 

Elementary School. Caring Kids sponsored 

this annual event with a donation from the 

PTA to help purchase food. Families enjoyed 

bouncing in the bounce house, climbing 

through the inflatable obstacle course, and 

sticking to the Velcro wall. Popcorn, cookies, 

ice cream, drinks, and 500 hot dogs were 

given away! Special thanks to Freihofer's for 

donating the cookies and rolls! This event 

would not have been possible without the 

many GCS employees that volunteered their 

time to cook hot dogs, scoop ice cream, pop 

popcorn, paint faces, man the attractions, and 

help with setup or cleanup. Thank you also to 

the buildings and grounds crew for their help 

with set up and cleanup. 

In May, students from Ms. 

Brandon's class came up to 

the high school to learn 

about coding with Ms. 

Gannon's Project Based 

Math class students. The 

second graders learned 

how to use the TI-Nspire 

handheld graphing 

calculator to code the 

Innovator Rover - a 

robotic vehicle that 

students program with 

their calculators to 

explore topics in math, 

science, coding and 

STEM. Ms. Gannon's 

high school students 

prepared activities for 

the younger students to 

practice angle measure, 

metric conversions, 

properties of shapes and 

measurement. 

High School Students Teach Second Grade Class About Coding by Casey Gannon 
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Fourth Grade Immigration Simulation by Karen Rosenberg 

On May 23rd the halls of Scott M. Ellis were transformed into Ellis Island. 

Fourth Graders were transported back in time to May 27, 1907 which was the 

date the greatest number of immigrants passed through Ellis Island. Students 

assumed the role of an actual immigrants complete with costumes, a story of 

why they were leaving their home country and what their future plans in 

America would be. This activity was the culmination of our study of the time in 

our history of great immigration as well as an exploration of students' own 

family history. Students also shared in a tasting of foods from around the 

world. We ended the day with a celebration of citizenship by gathering outside 

around the Ellis flagpole to say the Pledge of Allegiance and sing patriotic 

songs. 

Sara Juzapavicus 
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Sara Juzapavicus 

Immigration Simulation- 

continued 

Photos by 
Audrey Matott 
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Potter Hollow Schoolhouse Days by Bill Kiefer 

The Fourth Grade classes went back in time on June 7th, as they traveled 

to the Potter Hollow School. The Potter Hollow School is owned by GCS 

and was recently repaired and rebuilt with the help of the Greenville 

Education Foundation. The School served the Potter Hollow community 

from 1853- until it closed due to centralization in 1954. 

Mr. Kiefer, Mrs. Quell, Mrs. Richards, Mrs. Rosenberg and Mrs. Scher’s 

classes participated in four workshops focusing on the culture of the times 

of the school house.  

“Post and Beam Construction” led by Eric 

Corcoran taught the students how early Dutch 

barns were built. The students had the opportunity 

to assist in constructing a smaller scale model of 

these barns.  

“Building a Cupola” showed the students how and 

why cupolas are built on buildings. It was led by 

Wayne Teeter from Preston Hollow who still 

builds and sells Cupolas today. 

“Plants and Bees” led by Jane Hershey and Kristine O’Dell focused on the science 

and importance of bees and other pollinators in growing plants. The fourth graders 

first planted heritage seeds from Potter Hollow in our own classrooms. Mrs. 

Hughes, H.S. Agriculture teacher, along with ten of her students, assisted us in 

planning our sunflowers and morning 

glories in the Potter Hollow school house 

gardens. 

“One Room Schoolhouse”, a session led 

by Linda Mormile, a former Potter Hollow 

student, explained about what school was 

like. We sent schoolhouse questions to her and she graciously answered each 

one. Ms. Mormile along with other Potter Hollow students shared stories about 

their school house days. 

After lunch, we were treated to a Bluegrass 

Music Festival. Mr. Paul Kelly, retired GCS M.S. 

Science Teacher and Musician from Medusa 

Moonshine played us Bluegrass music.  

We sincerely thank all of our presenters and 

assistants for taking their time to teach us about 

local history. A special thank you to our 

gardeners; John Hull, Sue Cunningham, members 

of the GEF; Ed Volmar, Eileen Volmar, Kris 

Raskopf, Fred Raskopf, Gina Blenis, Margaret 

Finch, Tracy Young, Kathy Ferrer as well as 

Linda Mormile and 4 other Potter Hollow 

students. We enjoyed and learned a great deal 

from our day. A huge special things goes out to 

Ed Volmar who spent countless hours organizing 

this special event for us! 
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Greenville CSD Student Council by Chloe Cox 

Student Council has played a huge role throughout my 

high school career. We’ve had the pleasure of hosting 

various breakfasts to honor our Veterans, Policemen, and 

Firemen. These gatherings showed our support and 

appreciation, as well as gave students the opportunity to 

speak with the men and women who have served our 

country and are still working to keep us safe. I also had 

the awesome opportunity to help organize school events 

such as our pep rally and talent show. Over the years I 

have learned a lot about the different aspects that 

contribute in order to make these things possible and am 

excited to use what I have learned in future endeavors. In 

addition, we find other ways to serve our community by 

putting together food and toy drives which the donations 

are then delivered to the local Food Pantry. Through these 

many activities I have learned a lot about leadership and 

responsibility. I also had a lot of fun putting together 

activities for us to do as a club. As an end of the year celebration we went rock climbing as a team building activity 

between the two groups.  This year we had fun bowling with a pizza party at Lucky Strike in Crossgates.  The trip 

turned into a  bowl-a-thon for St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital where we raised $515.  I believe that Student Council 

provides many opportunities for students to be a part of the community, as well as the school as a whole. So, whether 

you are a middle schooler or high schooler, please consider joining this worthwhile club, you won’t regret it.  Both the 

high school and middle school student councils are under the advisorship of Mrs. Lochner. 
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Walking through the halls of Greenville Middle School gives you the 

energy to be Spartan STRONG.  The morning announcements include 

a Wise Choice of the day for students to reflect on and there are 

banners that show what it means to be Spartan STRONG.  The 

acronym for Spartan STRONG stands for Show self-control, Take 

action, Respond respectfully, Offer empathy and acceptance, Never 

Give Up, and Grow together.  Sixth grade student, Violet Guilsane, 

has shown what it means to be Spartan STRONG.  Violet, a take-

action kind of gir l, created a 35 minute informational slideshow 

for 5th grade students to ease their anxiety and bridge the gap from 

elementary to middle school.  Violet interviewed the 6th grade 

teachers who each gave advice to their incoming students (she showed 

self-control dur ing the many retakes of interviews).  Through a 

question and answer session following the presentation Violet 

responded respectfully and offered empathy and acceptance to 

the 5th graders.  Violet’s desire to teach and her understanding of the 

transition to middle school gave her the opportunity for all involved to 

grow together.  The 5th grade students got a chance to walk the 

halls of the middle school to see what it means to be Spartan 

STRONG. 

Girls on the Run by Teresa Carlton 

Violet Guilsane showing her Spartan STRONG 

attributes during her presentation. 

Spartan STRONG at its finest!! by Diane Carl 

Congratulations to the participants of Greenville Middle School’s inaugural Girls on the Run team! Girls on the Run is 

a program that empowers girls through running and inspires them to be joyful, healthy, and confident by integrating 

running, discussions, activities, and games. Participants in the middle school program, Heart and Sole, learned lessons 

each week from coaches Sheron Malcolm and Carmen Bucci about navigating girlhood and adolescence while also 

training to complete a 5K. The girls completed a practice 5K through the trails of our beautiful town park and, on June 

2nd, joined over 600 runners to complete a 5K at The Crossings in Colonie. Way to go, girls! 

Participants: Melly Barnes, Madison Danaher, Natalie Goff, Olivia Hughes, Molly Klob, Lily Lamoree, Accalia     

Maderic, Talia Mazzarese, Alyson McCarta, Jayda Pagan, Kendylann Richey, Sophia Rini, and Krystina Tarbox  
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Filling Backpacks to Reduce Food 

Insecurity by Audrey Hynes 

Working together to build community and 

address food insecurity the GCS HS 

Interact Club and MS National Junior 

Honor Society came together in May and 

June in an effort to assist students and 

families with critical needs in the district. For the third 

consecutive year students worked to fill dozens of bags of 

groceries to supplement nutritional needs for students over 

summer break. For MS NJHS members it was an activity 

that allowed them to learn about food insecurity and 

actively address this important need in our community. 

The project enabled the MS NJHS members to plan, set a 

goal, define a timeline and work in collaboration with 

other groups. HS Interact Club members worked to 

promote the effort and lead the NJHS members through 

the process, while interacting with community members to 

meet established goals. In addition, Interact members also 

helped by organizing collected items and by assisting the 

MS students in the sorting and delivery process. 

Students initially planned to fill 26 grocery bags with a 

specific list of nutrient dense kid-friendly foods including 

peanut butter, jelly, canned soups, tuna fish, cereal, 

granola bars, applesauce, as well as a healthy snacks. The 

combined effort yielded nearly 900 pounds of high quality, 

nutritious and kid-friendly food, surpassing the initial goal, 

filling more than 40 bags/cartons and providing additional 

items to stock the Ellis Elementary program’s pantry. The 

donations will insure summer nutrition to students/families 

assisted by the backpack food program. NJHS and HS 

Interact look forward to collaborating on future projects 

that affect our school and the surrounding community in 

positive and proactive ways.  

Interact and National Junior Honor Society would like to 

thank the following groups and local businesses for their 

generous in-kind and/or financial support of the Summer 

Backpack Food Program.  

 GCS High School Student Council 

 GCS Middle School Yearbook Club 

 Greenville Faculty Association Retiree 

Chapter Membership 

 Asbury Methodist Church of Greenville-

Norton Hill Mission Committee 

 

 Greenville Area Food Pantry and Mrs. Jill 

Snyder 

 National Bank of Coxsackie- Greenville 

Branch, Staff and Customers 

 GCS Classes of 2019 and 2022 

 MS National Junior Honor Members, Families 

and Friends 

 GCS HS Interact Members 

 Greenville Family Dental 

 Kelly’s Pharmacy  

And a very special thanks to the Protectors Law 

Enforcement Motorcycle Club for providing Stewart's Gift 

Cards for families to access fresh milk, eggs and bread 

over summer break. 

Save the Date for GAA 

Golf Tournament 



P.O. BOX 129 • GREENVILLE, NY 12083-0129 • 518-966-5070  • FAX:  518-966-8346 • www.greenvillecsd.org 

Wrapping Up the Year in High School Technology by Jonathon Kerner 

Photo by Barbara Brandon 

As always, visitors are welcome in the high school technology shop. However, this little 

Nigerian dwarf from Skyla VanFleet’s farm, Sky Creek Farm, was the first to try to nibble 

on my ear. One of our most involving projects this year was our contribution to the Potter 

Hollow One Room School House Restoration. In addition to the work done on the school, 

an outhouse was needed so that all would be as it was when the school was in operation 

(1853 – 1954). The building will also serve as a tool storage. Ed Volmar, a retired 

Greenville English teacher, brought the plan to my Principles of Engineering class and it 

was an excellent opportunity for my students. Ed also supplied materials as needed and 

worked extensively on-site. The students built the building in the shop. Once we were 

satisfied with it, it was dismantled into pieces (four walls, a floor/foundation, roof trusses) 

and loaded on to a flatbed truckoperated by Chris Jones, a local contractor, who was 

instrumental in the effort. Chris also spent most of the first day on-site getting the building up and roofed. In addition, 

GNH was generous in their support with donated materials and Len Lambert Junior of Precision Roads donated stone 

for foundation and driveway improvement. One day while we were there working a local gentleman stopped by. He 

had actually attended the school before it closed. He told us interesting stories of what it was like to go to school 

there. Because of these experiences and so much more, this has been a very good year and I am grateful to my 

administrators, teaching colleagues, and community members for being so welcoming and helpful.  

Field of Flags by Josephine Rufa 

On June 10, all second grade students, their teachers and chaperones walked to the Greenville American Legion Post 

291, Field of Flags exhibit on Route 32.  This experience was in connection to their recent curriculum work in Social 

Studies on US symbols. 
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Odes to a Seventh Grade Chromebook by Jim Hutchins 

 

On Tuesday, June 18th, Seventh Graders had to surrender their Chromebooks to IT during their Science Class. To help 

my students through the grieving process, I created a DIN (Do It Now) question for the following day that read: 

 

“Compose a short poem about the loss of your Chromebook. Possible themes include the pain of 

having to spend more time talking face-to-face with your family, the summer-long gap in the most 

important relationship in your life, or the inability to watch cat videos until September.” 

 

The Seventh Grade students came through with some truly poetic creations. A sampling of their responses are as 

follows: 

“My tears, so sweet yet dry 

Cuz thy Chromebook has died. 

They have taken it away 

To a land so far away. 

Even though it never worked, 

I could play games on it. 

Thy Chromebook charged at night, 

used in de day. 

The evil Chomebookians 

have taken it away.”  

- Sam Buquet 

“I see a pigeon a hill 

and wonder if my Chromebook still 

has emails that I never read 

and assignments that were all gra-ded. 

All summer it will sit untouched 

while all of it’s cracks fill up with dust. 

My Chromebook, my Chromebook, 

I miss it not. 

And I won’t cry now that it’s gone.” 

- Clara De Long 

“I would rather read books 

and cook. 

You should play in the sun 

and have fun.  

Cry  

and fry french fries. 

Look at a star and go far away”. 

 - Acadia MacDonald 

“My Chromebook, 

my Chromebook, 

I will miss it a ton. 

What will I do to have fun? 

I’ll miss watching YouTube 

in school, 

using my Chromebook 

makes me look cool. 

What will I do to procrastinate? 

Now I will have to talk to people 

face-to-face.” 

- Anna Styer 

“Oh what sweet sorrow 

I will have to go through, 

without the videos 

I watch on YouTube. 

The pain, the sorrow  

Is all too much, 

without my Chromebook’s  

loving touch. 

I will cry to sleep every night, 

not being able to see 

that bright light. 

Oh, the sorrow  

they have brought  

taking away my little 

Chromebook.” 

- Mikaela Crawley 

“The loss of my Chromebook 

has put me in misery, 

and I forgot to clear 

my search history.” 

- Kaleb Pettit 
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Music Students Visit “The MET” by Jonathan Meredith 

The IB Music class went on a trip to the Metropolitan Museum of Art (“The MET”) in New York 

City. The students had a great time seeing the musical instrument exhibit, various other artwork, 

and two visiting exhibits: Instruments of Rock & Roll, and "Camp: Notes on Fashion." Some of 

the highlights were:  

 A giant colorful display room showcasing a variety of eccentric and fascinating modern 
fashion pieces 

 Priceless 17th century violins and celli crafted by Stradivari and Amati 

 Ancient Egyptian and Greek artwork featuring the role of music in their societies 

 Early electronic instruments and fusions of technology and music 

 Electric guitars owned and played by Jimi Hendrix, Jimmy Page, Eric Clapton, Pete Townshend, George 
Harrison, Kurt Cobain, Prince and many more. 

 Ringo Starr's iconic Beatles drum kit 

Each student had multiple moments of pure excitement and awe, and were grateful to have this amazing experience. 

 

MS/HS Nurses’ Corner  

Health Examinations (physicals) will be required for all students in grades:  PreK or K, 1, 3, 5, 7, 9 and 11.    

 Any student who is planning to participate in athletics during the school year must have an updated Health Exam 
every year.  

 All students entering 6th grade will need a Tdap (Tetanus, Diphtheria, Pertussis) immunization to begin 6th grade.  

 All students entering 7th and 12th grade will need a meningococcal immunization to 
begin 7th grade and 12th grade. 

 Orders for medication must be new each school year.   

For questions please contact your MS/HS Nurses’ Office at 518-966-5070 ext. 420 

MS/HS Nurses Deb Theiss-Mackey, RN and Karen Gardiner, RN 

Have a 

Healthy, Safe 

Summer! 
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Retirement and  Tenure 

At the June 10, 2019 BOE meeting, three (3) employees who have elected to retire this school year were recognized and 
thanked for their many years of  dedicated service to the Greenville CSD.  In addition, nine (9) Greenville CSD teachers 
received tenure appointment.  Those recognized were: 

 Tenure Retirement 

Stephanie Ackerman Doug Davidson 

Steven Gipprich MaryAnn Giglio 

Steven Konas Jeffrey Rauf 

Karen Martin  

Kelly Mitchell  

Elizabeth Quell  

Aliza Scher  

Faith Smith  

Alison Thela  

We’d also like to thank Board of Education member Tom Conolly for five (5) years of service and Jennifer Howard for 

six (6) years of service.  We appreciate all they have done to support and serve the Greenville CSD.  
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Avoid the “Summer Slide” 

Let’s make sure the only slide your children go down this summer is the one at the 

playground!  To avoid reading and math loss over the summer, we have included some 

suggestions on how to help your child keep up the progress they’ve made all year. 

 

Try to make reading fun.   

 Read things other than books such as magazines, newspapers, maps, vacation 

brochures, television captions. 

 Read to your child or have them read to you. 

 Talk about the book your child is reading and ask them questions about it. 

 Visit your local library.  For information use the link on our district website http://www.greenvillecsd.org/

district/community.asp  

 Writing exercises can include a vacation journal, postcards, or letters to a pen pal.   

 

Attached is a flyer on “Summer Reading at New York Libraries” and “Tips for Managing your Child’s Technology 

Use this Summer.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To reinforce math skills, the following free sites are recommended: 

 

1) Math Games provides students the opportunity to practice by skill, standard, or through games or worksheets 

(https://www.mathgames.com/). 

 

2) 2) Khan Academy offers an online platform where students can access math practice problems, lessons, and 

instructional videos (https://www.khanacademy.org/). 

 

Some other online math game sites that can help students practice math facts and skills in an engaging way are 

listed below:  

https://www.mathplayground.com/ 

http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/math.htm 

http://www.abcya.com/ 

http://www.softschools.com/math/games/ 

https://www.turtlediary.com/games/math.html 

https://www.prodigygame.com/ 

http://www.greenville.k12.ny.us/district/community.asp
http://www.greenville.k12.ny.us/district/community.asp
https://www.mathgames.com/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.mathplayground.com/
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/math.htm
http://www.abcya.com/
http://www.softschools.com/math/games/
https://www.turtlediary.com/games/math.html
https://www.prodigygame.com/


Tips For Managing 

Your Child' s  

Technology Use 

This Summer 

 Always be aware of what your child is doing online. 

 Use technology with your child to play, learn, or create. 

 Teach your child to tell you when something unexpected pops up or if 
something makes them feel sad, scared, or uncomfortable. 

 Only let your child speak to people they know online. 

 Remind your child not to share private information online (birthdate, 
address, etc…) 

 Not all time on tech is equal. Balance time watching silly videos with  
more creative uses (drawing, building, creating music) or with learning 
(reading,  practicing math facts, learning another language, etc…) 

 Set time limits for playing on a device. 

 Make playlists in YouTube rather than allowing kids to just search for 
things to watch. 

 Set aside time(s) each day when everyone disconnects (during meals, 
before bed). 

 Keep devices out of the bedroom so sleep is not interrupted. 

 Have another activity planned for when screen time is up.  



 

 

 

Explore ‘A Universe of Stories’ with the myON digital library 
As part of Summer Reading at New York Libraries, the State Education Department and myON®, by  
Renaissance®, are partnering to bring thousands of enhanced digital books to children from birth 
through 12th grade and their families all around the state! 

When: May 1 through September 30, 2019  

What’s available: 
• Unlimited, 24/7 access to the Renaissance myON® digital library, which includes more than  

6,000 authentic fiction and nonfiction texts covering a broad range of themes and topics 

• Flexible supports—professionally recorded audio, text highlighting, an embedded dictionary,  

and a zoom feature to support independent reading 

• Resources and tips to support meaningful summer reading experiences 

 

The myON digital library and its special features can be accessed online from any web-enabled 
device. Up to 20 books at a time can be downloaded to read offline whenever WiFi isn’t available. 

Flip for more information 

 

 



 
 
How children and families will log in to read 
 
Access to the myON digital library for this summer reading 
opportunity will be available through a special shared account 
with one statewide login.   

 
Students who have personalized Renaissance myON® 
Reader accounts should continue using their own logins to 
access the myON digital library and continue reading during 
the summer. 
 
Login information and resources will be shared with schools and  
libraries with the assistance of New York State’s public library 
systems and school library systems. 

 
 
CHECK THIS OUT! 
Great summer resources at local public libraries  
 
Visiting the local public library can help families find additional  
resources to inspire their children to read, learn, and explore—
books, e-books, audio-books, games, and movies—as well as 
fun, educational programs and activities. 
 
Encourage children and families to explore “A Universe of 
Stories” through a variety of learning experiences this summer!  

 
 
Looking for more information on SUMMER READING  
AT NEW YORK LIBRARIES?  

 

Visit our website:  http://www.summerreadingnys.org/ 

 

Contact:  Sharon Phillips, Summer Reading at New York Libraries Program Manager 

       New York State Library, Division of Library Development 

      Email: Sharon.Phillips@nysed.gov   Phone: 518-486-4863  

 

 
 

 

Summer Reading at New York Libraries is a program of the Office of Cultural Education in the New York State Education Department 

and is funded though the Federal Library Services and Technology Act, with funds awarded to the New York State Library by the 

Federal Institute of Museum and Library Services. 

Resources include login bookmarks in 

English and Spanish to download and print, 
along with instructions for offline reading 

using free mobile apps.  

http://www.summerreadingnys.org/
mailto:Sharon.Phillips@nysed.gov



