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January 2019 

Upcoming Events 

February 11 
 BOE Business Meeting 
 6:30 pm MS/HS Library 
 
February 12 
 PTA Meeting 
  6:30 pm Ellis Elementary Cafe 
 
February 18-22 
 Winter Recess-School Closed 
  
February 25 
 BOE Budget Discussion #2 
 6:00 pm MS/HS Library 
 
February 27 
 Future Freshman Night 
 6:30 pm HS Auditorium 
 

SADD Sponsors Christmas Event by Michelle Case 

On December 16th, 2018, Greenville’s High School club, 

SADD (Students Against Destructive Decisions) hosted 

an ornament making event at the Greenville Public 

Library. Emily Connolly proposed the idea and SADD 

helped put it together. Kids listened to Christmas music while decorating 

ornaments for their very own Christmas tree at home. There were delicious 

snacks, a coloring station and many different crafts to choose from! We hope 

everyone enjoyed their holidays and were able to spread some Christmas joy 

with their new ornaments. 

Our mission is accomplished by creating, 

equipping, and sustaining a network of stu-

dent-run chapters in schools and communi-

ties focused on peer-to-peer education. 

SADD fosters a sense of belonging and pro-

motes resiliency, leadership, and advocacy 

skills so that young people make positive 

life decisions that will carry them through-

out life.* 

Our Vision SADD envisions a world in 

which young people make positive decisions 

that advance their health and safety.* 

*From the SADD website 
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The sixth graders studied volcanoes and then constructed, 

decorated and even erupted the group volcano.  The students 

learned a lot about the parts of volcanoes and what is needed 

to have the volcano erupt explosively or quietly. 

Scripps National Spelling Bee by Brian Reeve 

The Scripps National Spelling Bee is held annually in the middle school for the purpose to help 

students improve their spelling, increase their vocabularies, learn concepts, and develop correct 

English usage that will help them all their lives. In December, all middle school students had an 

opportunity to participate in the local level of the Scripps National Spelling Bee during their ELA 

classes. The following grade level winners then competed in the Grades 6-8 Spelling Bee on January 

8th:  

Grade 6 – Morgan Brewer, Robert Bushnell, Collin Gabler, Shayla Hense, Sam 

Hotaling, Cameron Morse, Michael Semaska, Evan Snyder, Jacob Stern, 

Anthony Zhang; 

Grade 7 – Kayla Arberg, Payton Benjamin, Sam Buquet, Lily Lamoree, Shea 

Landversicht, Pierre Novus, Karl Pahl;  

Grade 8 – Liam Bunt, Michael Costello, Tristen Gallagher, Micah Hubicki, Finn 

Kosich, Alexis Langlois, Aiden Pagan, Ben Reinhard, Thomas Shelburne, and 

Cody Thompson. 

All the students did a great job during the spelling bee! Congratulations to Finn 

Kosich who won the spelling bee overall! Finn will represent Greenville Middle 

School in the Capital Region Spelling Bee at Proctors Theater on February 13 at 

10:30.   

Good luck Finn!  

Volcanic Eruptions by Anne Marie Robinson 
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PBIS Initiated at Greenville Middle School by Nicole Mahoney 

What is PBIS?   

Positive Behavioral Interventions & Supports (PBIS) is a process for creating school environments that are more 

predictable and effective for achieving academic and social goals.  PBIS is based upon a philosophy of recognizing 

positive contributions of students.  Our goal at Greenville Middle School is for all students to “Be kind. Be responsible. 

Be the best you can be.”  Home and school share the responsibility for developing kind, compassionate and responsible 

citizens.  Parents, teachers and students must work together to maintain a safe, productive and engaging learning 

environment. 

How is PBIS different from other school behavior programs?   

 This program is focused on acknowledging students for consistent positive behavior. 

 Direct instruction of expected behaviors will occur throughout the school year in all settings (cafeteria, hallway, 

bus, classroom, etc.) 

 Routines and language with respect to appropriate school behavior are consistent throughout the middle school. 

 Problem behavior will be addressed with consistent consequences that are focused on re-teaching the expected 

behavior. 

What can parents do? 

Parents are an important part of our PBIS implementation.  We encourage parents to use the same expectations that we 

teach at school.  The common language creates consistency and a unified support for expected student behavior.  

Children thrive when they have consistent, predictable expectations and consequences. Here are some at-home tips to 

help support our PBIS model at school: 

 Review the expectations with your child. 

 Ask your child about his/her day at school every day. 

 Make sure your child is ready every day.  Ensure a good night’s sleep. 

 Provide a quiet time and space for your child to do nightly homework. 

 Encourage your child to use appropriate language and tone. 

 Practice positive phrases with your child, such as, “thank you,” “excuse me,” “please,” and “I’m sorry.” 

 Be a visible part of your child’s school day.  Volunteer with PTSA and other school activities as your schedule 

allows. 

 

Please stay tuned for more PBIS information in our monthly eNews! 
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Counseling Corner by Nicole Mahoney 

What’s the Deal with Vaping? 

Vaping, or Juuling (named after a popular vape device called Juul), has been around for quite some time but has ex-

ploded in popularity since 2017, especially with youth and adolescents.  With advertisements geared towards teens and 

young adults, it is no surprise that almost one out of three high school seniors has tried it (www.drugfree.org, 2018).  

Teens often think this is a harmless pastime, however without significant long-term research, there are reasons to be-

lieve this is an inaccurate myth.   

 

Vaping was intended to be a less harmful option for adult smokers, but fun flavors or social media trends such as 

Google “cloud competitions” have made it attractive to teens and young adults. Teens and young adults can vape in a 

variety of ways and with a variety of substances.  Often times, flavored e-liquids are an entry point to vaping.  Adoles-

cents think they are inhaling a fun smelling flavor, like cotton candy or grape, but truly have no idea what the long-

term side effects could be.  Other teens opt for nicotine or marijuana e-liquids, which bring on their own set of harmful 

side-effects.   

Is it safe? 

In short, NO.  There is limited research on the long-term effects of vaping, however we do know that through certain 

means there is exposure to nicotine, dependence on the substance or act of inhaling it, increased risks of smoking (both 

nicotine and marijuana), as well as injuries or poisoning.  Devices have been known to explode, causing significant 

burns to the face and hands.   

What can parents do? 

Know the facts.  Download the Vaping Guide for Parents, available on the Greenville Central School District Parent 

Resource page. 

 

Have conversations with your children. When opportunities present themselves, take them. 

Convey your own expectations, as well our school expectations. Vaping, Juuling or related devices will not be tolerat-

ed and will result in disciplinary action according to the Greenville Code of Conduct. 

 Seek assistance if you suspect addiction issues.   

For additional resources: 

 Office of the Surgeon General: https://e-cigarettes.surgeongeneral.gov/ 

 Center for Disease Control and Prevention: https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/basic_information/e-cigarettes/index.htm 

 National Institute on Drug Abuse: https://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/drugfacts/electronic-cigarettes-e-

cigarettes 

http://www.greenville.k12.ny.us/parents/What-You-Need-to-Know-and-How-to-Talk-to-Your-Kids-About-Vaping-Guide-Partnership-for-Drug-Free-Kids.pdf
https://e-cigarettes.surgeongeneral.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/basic_information/e-cigarettes/index.htm
https://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/drugfacts/electronic-cigarettes-e-cigarettes
https://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/drugfacts/electronic-cigarettes-e-cigarettes
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Notes from your Middle/High School Nurses… 

Physicals are required for  grades 7, 9 & 11.  Your  child may need immunizations as well.  If you 

are taking your child for a physical please be sure to have your doctor fill out the required NYS 

Physical form which can be found on the school website http://www.greenville.k12.ny.us/district/pps/

ReqNYSSchoolHealthExamForm2018.pdf or one may be obtained from the nurse’s office.  It is 

required for next school year that physicians use this form.  

Spring Sports sign-ups will be starting soon.  Updated physicals will be needed for clearance.  

Flu is still attacking.  Colds are going around and making people feel miserable.  It is okay to stay home and 

rest and if you have a temperature you SHOULD be at home.   

We believe a Snow Day may be in our future and when it happens get outside and 

have fun!  

 

From, Nurses Debbie Mackey, RN and Karen Gardiner, RN 

HAND WASHING 101 

“Did you wash your hands?”  How many times did you hear that today? Probably a lot. But why 

are adults so hung up on hand washing? Why are they so in love with lather?  

Washing your hands is the best way to stop germs from spreading. Think about all of the things 

that you touched today - from the telephone to the toilet. Maybe you blew your nose in a tissue 

and then went outside to dig around the dirt.  

Whatever you did today, you came into contact with germs. It’s easy for a germ on your hand to end up in your mouth. 

Think about how many foods you eat with your hands. 

You can’t wear rubber gloves all day long, but you can wash your hands so those germs don’t get a chance to make 

you or someone else sick. When germs go down the drain, they can’t make anyone sick. 

So when are the best times to wash your hands? 

*when your hands are dirty 

*before eating or touching food (for example: helping cook or bake) 

*after using the bathroom 

*after touching pets or other animals 

*after playing outside 

*before and after visiting a sick relative or friend 

Now you have the when and the why of hand washing. But did you know that a lot of people don’t know how to get 

their hands perfectly clean? The next time you’re told to step up to the sink and scrub up, remember these handy hints: 

1. Use warm water (not cold or hot) when you wash your hands. 

2. Use whatever soap you like. Some soaps come in cool shapes and colors or smell nice, but whatever 
kind gets you scrubbing is the kind you should use. 

3. Work up some lather on both sides of your hands, your wrists, and between your fingers. Don’t forget 
to wash around your nails. This is one place germs like to hide. Wash for about 20 seconds - about how 
long it takes to sing “Happy Birthday.” (Sing it quickly two times or just once if you go nice and slow.) 

4. Rinse and dry well with a clean towel. 

Nurses’ Corner  

by Elementary Nurses Ellen Warga, RN and Sally Collins, RN 

http://www.greenville.k12.ny.us/parents/What-You-Need-to-Know-and-How-to-Talk-to-Your-Kids-About-Vaping-Guide-Partnership-for-Drug-Free-Kids.pdf
http://www.greenville.k12.ny.us/parents/What-You-Need-to-Know-and-How-to-Talk-to-Your-Kids-About-Vaping-Guide-Partnership-for-Drug-Free-Kids.pdf
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Athletic Corner by Denise Wickham 

Boys Basketball by Coach Carpenter 

The Boys Varsity Basketball team won the Berne-

Knox-Westerlo Holiday Tournament over break.  

We beat state honorable mention for Class B, 

Tamarac 72-71 in the opening round and beat the 

host school, BKW 59-42 in the championship game.  

Keenan Mulholland was named to the All-

Tournament Team while Damien Fiducia was named 

Tournament MVP.  Boys have a few more home 

games this year including Senior Recognition on 

February 8, 2019.  Please come out and support the 

team!  

Boys Volleyball by Coach Evans 

We are two-thirds of the way through the volleyball 

season, and our record is 7 wins and 6 losses.  The 

team is focused on playing team volleyball over the 

next few weeks, finishing strong and heading into 

sectionals after our February vacation.  Our Senior 

match is February 7th, versus Coxsackie-Athens, at 

6:00 pm, and we will be recognizing 5 players and 2 

managers at our last home match of the season. 

Please come out to watch some exciting volleyball! 

Wrestling by Coach Cullen 

The Spartan wrestlers lost a close matchup with Taconic 

Hills 42-36 at home with key Pins coming from Kaden 

Bensen, Bernard Davis and Schuyler Wilson.  The 

Spartans then travelled to Tamarac for an all day 

Tournament with 5 Dual meets. They battled hard against 

some big school opponents like Averill Park and 

Shaker.   Overall it was a great tournament with each 

wrestler fighting hard and showing significant 

improvement. Both Kieran and Aidan Cullen finished the 

tournament undefeated with Aidan Cullen receiving Most 

Outstanding Wrestler Honors.  Greenville travels to 

Mahopac on Saturday, January 26th.  

Cheerleading by Coach Legace 

The Greenville Varsity Cheerleading Squad competed at 

their first competition of the season at Middleburgh High 

School. Alexis Stanger placed first in the Jump Off. The 

team placed fourth overall with zero deductions 

throughout their entire routine. The squad is excited to 

host the Greenville Cheerleading Classic at Greenville on 

February 9th. They will end their competition season at 

Schenectady High School on February 16th. 



Girls Basketball  

SPRING SPORTS SIGN UPS 

  

FamilyID is a secure on-line 

registration platform that provides 

parents/guardians with an easy way 

to register children for our athletic 

programs. Parents/guardians can 

register by clicking on the blue 

Register Now button. To view the 

informational flyer, click here. 
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Athletic Corner –continued 

Elementary PE News 

The 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade 

students at Scott M. Ellis are 

jumping with excitement as they 

have begun fundraising for this years American Red 

Cross Kids Healthy Heart Program (formerly named 

The Jump Rope for Heart).  The program will conclude 

with the annual Jump Rope Challenge on February 

15th.  If you would like to make a donation, ask a 3rd, 

4th or 5th grade student for information. 

Save the Date... 

 
Food Pantry Donation 

Non-Perishable food items will be collected to 
benefit our local food panty. 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 

THURSDAY, MARCH 21, 2019 

GCS High School Cafeteria 

4:00 pm-7:00 pm 

Includes: Spaghetti & meatballs, salad, 

bread, beverage and dessert 

Free Will Donation 

**Take out available** 
 

Sponsored by 
The Greenville Athletic Association  

Education in Motion! 

Feb 4, 2019 for 
JV & Varsity 
Sports 
(Baseball, 
Softball, Boys 
Tennis, Track 
& Field) 

Feb 18, 2019 
for Modified 
Sports 
(Baseball, 
Softball, Track 
& Field) 

Middle School Cheer Club 

This winter Greenville started a new club for students 

interested in cheerleading. The club is run by Lynn Hughes 

and currently has 25+ students participating. You will see 

and hear the students at Modified and JV games this season 

cheering on our teams and our fans. Great job boys and girls. 

Way to be Spartan STRONG! 

For questions call FamilyID directly at 1-888-800-

5583 x1.  

http://www.greenville.k12.ny.us/athletics/pdf/2018-19/FamilyIDAthleticRegistrationLetter.pdf
https://www.familyid.com/organizations/greenville-csd-athletics

