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June/July 2015 

Seventh Grade ELA Happenings—Teresa Carlton 

After reading the novel A Long Walk to Water, 7th grade ELA students partici-

pated in some culminating activities that helped bring the characters and their 

conflicts to light.   A Long Walk to Water chronicles the 

lives of two young people living in South Sudan twenty

-three years apart.  Salva, a Sudanese boy, is forced to 

walk across his country to refugee camps after Civil 

War breaks out in his village in 1985.  Nya, an eleven-

year-old girl, must walk hours each day to find and car-

ry water back home to her family.  In order to have a 

greater understanding of Nya’s daily struggle, 7th grade 

students took turns walking throughout the school car-

rying five gallons of water - the average amount girls 

like Nya carry each day for miles through the de-

sert.  Seventh graders pride themselves on their strength, but after a few laps 

around the school, they had to admit that five gallons of water is really quite 

heavy.  Students also researched the average amount of water their household 

uses each day and tried to determine which “necessities” they would give up 

if they had to live with the same amount of water as Nya’s family.  This deci-

sion proved difficult when students discovered that flushing the toilet just 

three times uses the same amount of water that a typical Sudanese household 

uses for all of their basic necessities in an entire day.  In addition, 7th graders 

watched documentaries that featured Salva and his efforts to change the lives 

of people in Sudan by building wells.  Many students acknowledged that these 

activities gave them a new appreciation for things they normally take for 

granted, like school and showers, and that Salva, after all his struggles, was an 

inspiration for his dedication to helping others.   

Upcoming Events 

July  9 

 Board of Education Meeting 

 7:00 pm Ellis Multipurpose Room 

 

August 20 

 Board of Education Meeting 

 7:00 pm Ellis Multipurpose Room 
  

August 23 

 Greenville Athletic Association 

 6th Annual Golf Tournament 

 Register by 8/9/15.  See attached 

 flyer for details.   

We proudly present the Class of 2015.  Congratulations!                                                         Photo courtesy of Lifetouch 
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Alumni Spotlight:  Caitlin Andreone—Nicole Mahoney and Melissa Palmer 

     Sage College of Albany 

Caitlin Andreone   Major:  Business Administration 

     Hometown: Westerlo, New York 

Caitlin Andreone has always been good with numbers and decided that a degree in Business Ad-

ministration would give her the tools to make a difference in the community and the lives of others 

by putting her analytical skills to use. 

While at Sage, Caitlin held a work study position with the National Alliance on Mental Illness – 

New York State and also participated in an internship at the New York State Comptroller’s office. 

Both experiences helped to enrich her educational experience and left her feeling empowered. 

Caitlin was also inducted into Phi Kappa Phi, and she completed her bachelor’s in three years. Caitlin’s parents have 

been her biggest inspiration. “They have always pushed me to work a little harder and give a little more love to every-

thing I do,” shares Caitlin. “They taught me to not be afraid of challenges. They’ve instilled in me a desire to never stop 

learning and growing. Lastly, they both have helped me realize that the sky’s the limit and life is what you make it.” 

Caitlin will join Ayco, a Goldman Sachs company, as a client analyst.  She plans to pursue her MBA.  Source:  

www.sage.edu  Caitlin participated in both the Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate course offerings 

while at Greenville High School, earning her many college credits while still in high school. 

Believe-A-Bear Drive—JoAnn Simmons 

Sixth grade students generously contributed to the Believe-

A-Bear program, sponsored by the High School Interact 

Club.  With their donations, we were able to purchase 

fourteen bears that will be delivered to sick children and 

Alzheimer's patients.  Dai-

ly students have been 

working on the concept of 

paying it forward, and this 

is just one example of the 

wonderful role models we 

have in our sixth graders! 

Visit from Schuyler Mansion— 

Karen Rosenberg 

 

In May, the fourth graders at Scott M. Ellis enjoyed a visit 

to the Schuyler Mansion in Albany.  Students participated 

in a program called "Sea Captain, Slave and Soldier: A 

Map of Albany's Peo-

ple."  Using primary docu-

ments such as tax rolls 

and letters, students creat-

ed a biographical sketch 

of person who lived in 

Albany around the time of 

the American Revolution.  

Mind’s On Writing Workshop—Judy Kibrick 

Last month, fourteen students from fifth grade, along with Ms. Reddy and Ms. 

Kibrick, attended the Mind’s On Young Writer’s Program at the Carey Institute 

in Rensselaerville.  The students spent the day writing a historical fiction piece.  

The students were mentored by professional writers and learned writing tech-

niques such as “show, not tell” as well as ways to develop realistic characters and 

authentic settings.  The students enjoyed the opportunity to try their hand at his-

torical fiction writing. 
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Parent Today Newsletter—Caroline Caputi 

Greenville Central School District is encouraging par-

ents to sign up for Parent Today, a bimonthly, opt-in e-

mail newsletter delivered to subscribers’ inboxes.  It 

features easy-to-read, blog-style posts talking about 

what matters most for families. Parent Today addresses 

important, age-appropriate topics and gives accessible, 

easy-to-implement strategies. It also provides infor-

mation to help families understand the dramatic chang-

es taking place in school curriculum and public educa-

tion. Subscribers can access the Parent Today website 

for ongoing information and support in dealing with 

the challenges of raising an educated child. 

Parent Today is provided free of charge to families 

in GCSD.  To subscribe to Parent Today, visit the Dis-

trict homepage at www.greenville.k12.ny.us, click on 

the “Parent Today” icon and follow the on-screen in-

structions or visit parenttoday.org.  The District ID 

number is 12083. 

Concussion Informational Session—Debbie Mackey 

On May 20th, the Class of 2017 sponsored an informational session on Concus-

sions. This session was open to the public as the students wanted to inform people 

that concussions can happen to any and all age groups.  Dr. Deborah Light from 

Albany Medical Center - Primary Care Sports Medicine was the guest speak-

er.  She spoke about the diagnosis and treat-

ment of concussions in various age groups 

and the roles of the student, parents, teach-

ers and coaches when there is a student in 

school with a concussion.  Although attendance was small, we had representation 

from the student, parent, teacher, administrator and coaching areas. Everyone 

seemed to gain new knowledge about concussions and the need to take them seri-

ously.  We not only offered knowledge but refreshments too.  

Teen Book Club Write-Up             Ages 11 – 18  

 Instructor :  Melissa Gergen        June 30, July 21, August 11, September 1

                                  9:00 - 11:00 am 

 

During these four scheduled days, participants will be able to share and discuss books they have been able 

to read with other members of the group. During the second hour of each scheduled time, students will be 

given the chance to respond to short writing prompts and complete activities to further engage them in their 

love of reading, writing and creating. Participants do not need to be present at each meeting. Registration 

required.  Please contact the Greenville Town Library. 

Sixth Graders Study Journalism—Robin Parvis 

Mrs. Parvis' 6th grade students recently completed a unit of 

study on Journalism. Each group fashioned a newsletter, 

which included submissions such as news articles, sports 

stories, opinion pieces and poetry. Four lucky students were 

invited by the staff of The Maroon Report to work as in-

terns. Their articles can be seen in the upcoming issue. As a 

culminating activity, Andrea Macko, owner of The Green-

ville Pioneer, visited as a guest speaker.  It was an excellent 

learning experience for 

6th graders. One student 

explained, "the unit was 

a little challenging be-

cause of including con-

ventions of language and 

the who, what, when, 

where, why, and how 

questions."  
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SADD After-Prom Party a Success—James Tyrrell 

The GCS chapter of S.A.D.D. (Students Against Destructive Decisions) worked very hard to organize a Post-Prom Party 

following the Prom on May 9th-10th.  The purpose of the all-night party was to provide a safe, drug and alcohol-free 

environment for students to have fun after the prom.  It was hoped that this type of event would help prevent any serious 

drug and alcohol related accidents from occurring after the Prom. A variety of activities such as basketball, volleyball, 

hockey, ping pong, videos and other games were available to the students. Food and drinks were available throughout the 

Party and prizes were awarded every 15 minutes. The party concluded at 6:00 a.m. with breakfast. As a result of tremen-

dous support from parents, local businesses and local service organizations, the Party was an overwhelming success! 

There were 118 students that attended the Party.   

S.A.D.D. Advisor Jim Tyrrell was pleased with the results. “The kids were all very well behaved, as usual.  We all had 

lots of fun, including the chaperones. I’m always so impressed with the support of our parents and community for im-

portant functions like this. It’s a great opportunity for adults in the community to show their confidence in and concern 

for the students in our school. The students were very impressed and appreciative of the support.”  The following is a list 

of those who have demonstrated their support already this year: Walenta & Company Agency, Inc., B & B Forest Prod-

ucts, GCS HS Student Council, National Bank of Coxsackie, Greene County Power Equipment, Greene County STOP 

DWI Program, Greenville Saw Service Inc., Greenville Faculty Association, Greenville Volunteer Fire Co. Auxiliary, 

Tri-Village Volunteer Fire Co., Rensselaerville Volunteer Fire Co., Westerlo Volunteer Rescue Squad, Westerlo Vol. 

Fire Company, Catskill Elks’ Lodge #1341, Pine Lake Manor, Virginia Mangold Reality, Van Auken Express Co., 

Kelly's Pharmacy, Town Line Auto, Oak Valley Logging, Mr. & Mrs. Kappel, Ciani and Morris Physical Therapy, East-

ern Mutual Insurance Co., Grapeville Agency, Inc., Moosehead Cedar Log Homes, Modern Metal Fabricators, Inc., NA-

PA Greenville Auto and Truck Parts, Inc., Ms. Barbara Brandon, Baumann’s Brookside Resort, Greenville Educational 

Foundation Fund, Big Top Tents, Anne Lafferty Realty, Just A Buck, Paul's Pizza and Pasta, GNH Lumber, Quarry 

Steakhouse, Mountain View Brasserie, Two Twisted Ladies, Hollowbrook Restaurant, Vince Anna’s Restaurant, Price 

Chopper – Catskill, Michelle Case (in memory of Shelby), The Milk Run, Lounsbury Service, NBT Bank, Tip Top Fur-

niture/Freehold Country Store, Green Hill Café, Tracy Churchill and GCS Cafeteria. The following teachers and com-

munity members sacrificed a tremendous amount of their time and energy by chaperoning between the hours of 11:00 

a.m. and 7:00 a.m.: Ms. Esposito, Ms. Shultes, Mr. Mitchell, Mr. & Ms. Crawley, Ms. Gannon, Ms. Knott, Mr. Warga 

and Mr. Tyrrell. The S.A.D.D. students who worked so very hard on this Party were led by President Bethany Mitchell. 

Following members contributed their considerable time and talent: Brittany Johnson, Olivia Baumann, Ava Fitzmaurice, 

Evelena Welch, Hannah Holznagel, Michelle Martuscello, Caroline Bobrick, Zoe Rudloff, Erin Crawley, Bethany Over-

baugh, Charlotte Hutchins, Genevieve Palmer, Hannah Smith, and Chenoa Cox.  Mission Accomplished: The Post Prom 

Party helped make the prom weekend a safe and memorable time. 

Greenville Athletic Association 

6th Annual Golf Tournament 
Date:  Sunday, August 23, 2015 (Rain or Shine)      Time:   1:00 pm 

Location:  Thunderhart Golf Club, Freehold, NY    Format:  4 Person Scramble 

Fee: $80.00 per player (includes green fees, cart, lunch, BBQ dinner, donation and prizes) 

To reserve, contact Kevin Smith @ Thunderhart Golf—634-7816   Registration Form due by August 9th 

Registration 

Form 

http://www.greenville.k12.ny.us/enews/archive/82315Golf.pdf
http://www.greenville.k12.ny.us/enews/archive/82315Golf.pdf
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Seniors Reflect on their IB Biology Experiments—Erin Sharkey 

During IB Biology we had two Internal Assessments (IA’s) and my favorite of the two was the Behavior IA. I decided to 

test the effect of music on concentration. I had the test subjects count the number of words in a paragraph (100 words), 

and while they did that they listened to three types of music (rock, dubstep, classical and no music, which was my con-

trol). I discovered that it is better to perform tasks without music, because even though you may not notice it, it is dis-

tracting. Marina Plattner 

I performed an experiment that tested the reaction in different genders to the stimulus of 

cold water. I did this by measuring the heart rates of the participants while they sub-

merged their faces in warm water, in cold water, and while they were out of the water, for 

a baseline. My results showed that the genders reacted in the same manner, showing there 

was no significant difference in gender when it comes to change in heart rate due to being 

submerged in cold water. James Herbstritt 

IB Biology is a great course that gives students the ability to investigate any topic they are interested in. I conducted an 

experiment that tested reaction times to a sound stimulus and compared the times of men to the times of women. I used a 

test that required a subject to listen for a beeping sound and click as soon as they heard the sound. My results had shown 

that a sample of randomly selected juniors and seniors had provided evidence that had shown males have a faster reac-

tion time to sound than females. Overall, senior males had the fastest average reaction and the senior women with the 

slowest average reaction time. Jaymey Kuykendall 

For IB Bio, I did an experiment to determine the effects of fertilizers on the germination of plants. To do this I grew rad-

ish seeds in Miracle-Gro Liquid Houseplant Food, Neptune’s Harvest Fish Fertilizer, Osmocote Outdoor & Indoor Plant 

Food, and water from a koi fish tank. My data suggested that Miracle-Gro, Neptune’s Harvest, and Osmocote inhibit 

seed germination, which means that remnant fertilizer from past years in the soil could prevent seeds from germinating 

and therefore reduce crop production.  Rachel Coe-Scharff 

In IB Biology, we all developed our own experiments. One of my experiments was comparing the lung capacities be-

tween students who did not play sports, played one sport, and played two or more sports. In this experiment I had 15 

students for each category blow up balloons that I would then measure the volume of to determine the lung capacity of 

the student. Not to my surprise I found that students who play two or more sports had, on average, larger lung capacities 

than students who either played one or no sports. However, to my surprise, I also found that the lung capacities of stu-

dents who played either one or no sports were closely related. So if you are only playing one sport in a year you are not 

really helping your lung capacity. While conducting the experiment there were several outliers; for example, there was 

one student in the no-sport group who had the largest lung capacity and the second largest average lung capacity of all 

the students. This suggests that there are many other factors that could have affected my experiment.  Killian Black 

I conducted research this past year in IB Biology with Zea mays saccharata (sweet corn). I watered the corn kernels with 

solutions of water with varying concentrations of road salt to determine how increasing levels of salinity can affect the 

rate of germination. I determined that the concentration of road salt that occurs in the soil after a winter of road salt will 

not negatively impact the germination rate of corn. I had so many successful germinations that I decided to keep three of 

the plants and has continued to raise these plants throughout the year and hope to harvest the ears of corn soon.           

Caroline Bobrick 

I investigated the accuracy of using taste and smell to identify gum flavor. Participants took three tests, one on flavor 

identification using both taste and smell, one with just taste and one with just smell. There were five trident gum flavors 

which were used in each test: mint, bubblegum and three fruit flavors. I found that although the combined use of both –

continued on next page 
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Reflections on IB Biology—Erin Sharkey (continued from page 5) 

senses was most accurate, when only one sense was used, smell was more accurate in 

correctly identifying gum flavor than taste. I also found that the more common gum fla-

vors- mint and bubblegum- were identified correctly more often. I enjoyed this experi-

ment because it has always seemed to me that smell played a very important role in tast-

ing flavors and was even more accurate than taste. It was cool to prove this through my 

experiment.  Zoe Rudloff 

For my behavior IA, I investigated the innate behavior of termites. I studied their nega-

tive taxis away from different colored ink lines. Other research showed that termites fol-

low ink lines but in my research they turned away from the ink. I found that termites 

turned away from black ink the most. My favorite part of the termite lab was observing 

the different types of termites: the workers, soldiers, and queens of the termite colony. 

IB Biology has been one of my favorite classes. It was a difficult course but I think it 

aptly prepared me for what college will be like. I will be majoring in Biology at Siena College and think that this 

course will help me a great deal.  Bethany Mitchell            

For one of my Biology internal assessments, I examined the strength of 

taste recognition between males and females. My hypothesis was that 

females would recognize taste quicker than males. I set up a simple ex-

periment to conduct this research; each test subject would taste five sug-

ary solutions of different concentrations, and five sour solutions of dif-

ferent concentrations. Fifteen girls and fifteen boys took part in my pro-

cedure, for a total of thirty test subjects. The outcome of the experiment 

was that there was no apparent significant difference in taste recognition 

between males and females.  Julian Jacobs 

HS Student Council Events—Chris Lochner 

On May 29th, the High School and Middle School Student Councils joined forces to volunteer at the Ronald McDonald 

House in Albany.  A total of twenty-nine students and five adults attended.  Together we washed windows, folded laun-

dry, dusted, worked outside weeding and separated can tabs.  

The Ronald McDonald House Charities of the Capital Region, Inc. promotes the health, development and wellbeing of 

children by providing a home away from home for families of seriously ill children and by creating and supporting pro-

grams that directly improve the lives of children and their 

families.    

The High School Student Council presented, to Courtney 

LaBelle, a check in the amount of $200 which was raised 

during the High School Pep Rally back in October.  Fac-

ulty and staff volunteered to sit in a booth called “Dunk a 

Staffer”.  We strongly urge anyone interested in donating 

their time to a worthy cause, choose the Ronald McDon-

ald House.  Their monies to keep the House running 

are—continued on next page 
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Mental Health Awareness Day—Dr. Pam Agan-Smith 

National Children’s Mental Health Awareness Day was on May 17, 2015.  On that day, several of our high school stu-

dent volunteers in the Yellow Ribbon Suicide Prevention Program hosted an information table during lunch periods in 

the Middle and High School Cafeteria. Information, in the form of pamphlets, handouts, bookmarks and stickers, was 

made available for students and staff. Topics related to children’s mental health and wellness such as, test anxiety, de-

pression, suicide ideation, and stress reduction techniques were included.   

It is vital that we all work to ensure our children have and maintain good mental health. Mental health problems can have 

a significant negative impact on a student’s educational functioning and overall well-being. Most recent statistics noted 

that about one in ten children and young people have a diagnosable mental health disorder. However, according to recent 

studies, most children and adolescents do not receive the help 

that they need when faced with mental health issues. In the 

Greenville Central School District, the Pupil Personnel Ser-

vices (PPS) team, consisting of school psychologists, guid-

ance counselors and school nurses, works to help our students 

with mental health issues. They have developed  Response to 

Mental Health Crisis Procedures and work closely with staff, 

students and parents to get children the help they need when 

in crisis. Our PPS team also engages in a number of preven-

tion efforts to help our children develop skills in coping with 

life’s challenges.  http://www.youngminds.org.uk/

training_services/policy/mental-health-statistics  Children’s 

mental health needs: Meeting the challenge in schools, New 

York Association of School Psychologists. 

HS Student Council Events—continued  

done on donations and charitable contributions. The first ever Greenville Relay For Life was held on June 5th at the 

Greenville Town Park.  The High School Student Council entered under the name the “Greenville Spartans”.  Approxi-

mately, 25 students and adults walked in honor of those who are fighting Cancer, or for those whom we have lost to this 

disease.  Each person who shares the Relay For Life experience can take pride in knowing that they are working to create 

a world where this disease will no longer threaten our loved ones or rob anyone of another birthday.  The “Greenville 

Spartans” raised over $1200 because of their hard work and dedication. 

The 2015 Talent Show was held on June 10th in the HS Auditorium.  This year it was hosted by the High School Student 

Council.  What a wonderful turnout it was! There were a total of twenty-five acts in all.  Middle and High School stu-

dents competed to see who would be the judge’s choice.  This year’s judges included: Mr. Drumma, Ms. Evans, and Ms. 

Higgins, along with Mr. Evans as our Judge Auditor.  The talent that these students have was outstanding and such a 

hard decision on the part of the judges.  Anyone of the acts could have won.  We had singers, dancers and instrumental 

performances, and who could forget those comical MCs, Bryan Drossel and DJ Smith, and of course, Grandpa.  Out-

standing job! Our show could not have been such a success without the backstage crew of: Eric Koehler, Callie Walker, 

and  Emily Bodecker; Dan Mackey on the lights; Jaymey Kuykendall on music set-up, and Mrs. Raskopf and Shelby 

Doren on the lights. On the front-side we had Olivia and Jacob Gorneau (Treasurer) and Brittney Johnson.  I would like 

to also thank my trustee officers Vice President Olivia McAneny and Secretary Sean McAneny for their outstanding help 

with planning this wonderful event.  
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Ellis Art Show—Judy Spring 

Kindergarten through fifth grade students had 

one piece of art work on display at the elemen-

tary art show on May 28th  Projects include 

paintings, sculptures, charcoal portraits, clay 

pots, computer self-portraits, crayon family 

portraits, pastel clowns and inkings.     

Family Portrait 
 By Aislinn O’Hare 

Clay Dinosaur 
By Ava Gandolfo 

Revolutionary War Sculpture 
By Nathaniel Storrs 

Collage Self Portrait 
By Scarlett Coons 

Watercolor Still Life 
By Morgan Brewer 

Pastel  Clown 
By Molly Robertson 

Family Portrait 
By Piper O’Hare 

Charcoal Self-Portrait 
By Benjamin Stewart 

Wax Resist Sea Turtle 
By Eliza Caprio 

















 

PO Box 158 Coxsackie NY 12051   -731-6500 
www.TheAutismConnectionNY.org 

The									u sm	Connec on	
of	Greene	County	

Connec ng	Individuals	Impacted	by	Au sm	to	Help	and	Hope!	

TAC Summer Club Registration/Medical Form 
7/20/15-8/14/15 at Coxsackie Elementary School (9 am to noon) 

 
This program is offered to children with High Functioning Autism/Asperger’s Syndrome as well as children who need more social 
interaction.   Curriculum will be based on individual and group needs.  Some topics that will be covered are social expectations, 
emotional identifications, and conversational skills in a “fun” environment.  The clubs are staffed with a Licensed 
Speech/Language Pathologist, a Certified Special Education Teacher, Teacher’s Assistants and Teacher’s Aides.  The cost is $50.00 
per family (limited scholarships available). 
 
Student Name _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Birthdate _______________________ Grade __________ School District__________________________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact (daytime) 
 
Name _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone ____________________________ Cell Phone ____________________________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Medical History (Please circle any that apply) 
 
Asthma  Diabetes   Seizure / Tic Disorder   ADHD   Bipolar 
 
Other medical conditions ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Allergies ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Food Allergies __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Medication (name and dosage) ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Describe your child’s personality, any specific problems he/she may have in transitioning to the program, and an outcome you 
are hoping to see from this program. 
 

 

 
Does your child require a one-to-one aide? ____________________________ 
 
Are there behavioral issues we should be aware of? ____________________________________________ 
Please return completed form to The Autism Connection, Inc. PO Box 158, Coxsackie, NY 12051 with a check or money order 
made payable to “The Autism Connection, Inc.” 


