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Nature’s Classroom, located 

in Becket, Massachusetts, has 

been a core activity in the fifth 

grade curriculum since 1978.  

We continue to see great value 

in this experience for our stu-

dents and we are already mak-

ing plans for our trip next 

year. 

Our current fifth grade class attended Nature’s Classroom from November 18th to the 22nd. The learning was 

exciting and enriched all areas of our core curriculum. Math, science, and humanity studies were presented 

through hands-on learning activities. Each morning our fifth grade students had the chance to work in small 

groups as part of a planned curriculum, but afternoons were scheduled to allow students the opportunity to ex-

plore topics that were of interest to them. Students studied the environment in morning field groups, and had 

the opportunity to take special interest classes in the afternoons. 

 

Students came home exhilarated and exhausted. We also believe that they came home with a little more confi-

dence in themselves. We are grateful to our teachers and chaperones who voluntarily give their time (and time 

away from their own families) to make this experience possible.  

Natures Classroom 
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IB History Students Attend  Mock United Nations Debate—Brian Thela 

Ten ambitious students from the IB History of the Americas/Twentieth Century World Issues and 

Global History & Geography II courses of Mr. Thela took a trip to a Minds-on Historical Mock 

United Nations debate at the Rensselaerville Institute on Tuesday, December 10th.  The team had the oppor-

tunity to apply content knowledge garnered in class to a very realistic and interactive simulation.  This year the 

Historical Mock UN’s Security Council was placed back in time before its actual creation to address growing 

concerns of trends of aggression in Europe and East Asia in 1938.  Abigail Duker, Anna Kelly, Caroline Lew-

is, Rebecca Cappelli, Jessica Andreone, Elizabeth Chase, Michael Garramone, Matthew Snow, Elaina 

Spahmer, and Ashley Gifford collaborated with students from four other Capital Region High Schools as rep-

resentatives from a list of relevant and concerned countries.  I observed proudly as our students demonstrated 

the ability to defend their ideas with reason and evidence while participating in various ways such as present-

ing, negotiating, and voting on resolutions and their amendments.   

Science Teacher Achieves National Board Certification —Melissa Palmer 

On November 23rd, 7th grade Science Teacher Kristin 

Pizarro received word that she achieved National Board 

Certification.  This is a rigorous process and involves a lot 

of work on the teacher’s part.   

Congratulations to Kristin! 
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A Visit From Five Rivers—Sheila Brady 

Five Rivers comes to the first and second grade classes and the 

children love the experience.  During the session in the photo-

graph, children are learning about winter adaptations.  Interns 

from Five Rivers brought several animal pelts for the students 

to feel.  They also learned about migration, hibernation and ad-

aptations that allow animals to survive during the winter 

months. In lessons earlier this fall, the classes learned about bat 

adaptations, and what causes the foliage to change during the 

various seasons.  Five Rivers will do six lessons this year, all 

paid for through a grant they received for doing outreach to 

school districts. 

Stress and Relaxation Presentations—Dr. Pam Agan-Smith 

On November 15, 2013, all ninth grade students received information on 

stress, what causes it, its positive and negative affects and how to man-

age it with relaxation techniques. Dr. Pam Agan-Smith, School Psy-

chologist, taught students that stress can be a potentially helpful emotion 

that can help us focus, concentrate and accomplish difficult tasks. How-

ever, too much stress can cause irritability, a short temper and poor con-

centration. Students also learned that stress can result from overload 

caused by being involved in too many activities, including having input  

from too many sources of technology. Students were taught several quick strategies to decrease feelings of 

stress that they can use at anytime including deep breathing and meditation. Students were also taught the ben-

efits of “mindfulness,” or taking time to be “in the moment,” to help manage stress. 

Greenville is Erupting—Anne Marie Conroy-Robinson 

The 6th graders are working on an extensive unit about 

volcanoes.  Students researched their type of volcano as 

well as many famous volcanoes.  They not only learned 

about volcanoes but will be working in small groups to 

make, decorate, and erupt their volcanoes using a varie-

ty of materials. 

The picture provided is one of the groups constructing 

their volcano and/or decorating them.  

Watch out Greenville!  Volcanic eruptions will be taking place the week of December 16th. 
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Computer Science Education Week—Pamela Hollinde 

December 9th through 13th was Computer Science Education Week 

and the students at Scott M. Ellis celebrated by participating in spe-

cial activities found on the http://code.org/website. This website 

contains videos introducing computer science as a career choice to 

students.  Many famous and diverse people like President Obama, 

Will.i.am, Mark Zuckerberg, Spike Lee, Aston Kutcher and Bill 

Gates were shown in the video. Students and teachers in grades two 

through five participated in an activity that introduces them to the 

concept of computer programming. This website is available to the 

public and after you finish the initial activities there are more sug-

gestions for students and adults who want to go further in learning about computer science. Ellis students were 

enthusiastic about the activities and although they were designed to last an hour many students finished in the 

45 minutes allotted for computer lab.  I would have to say our school has many future computer scientists! 

Happy Holidays from the High School Student 

Council—Chris Lochner 

Happy Holidays from the High School Student 

Council! We have been very busy this Holiday 

Season.  During our Holiday Food Drive, we are 

very proud to say that we collected:  15 turkeys, 

several boxes and bags of non-perishable food 

items and, best of all, $600 ($25 increments) of 

TOPs gift certificates. 

We have just concluded our 8th Annual PJ/Toy 

Drive this week.  Our donations included:  five 

huge boxes containing 72 toys; one box of 40 

mittens, 20 hats, 1 scarf and 2 pairs of slippers; 

and a bin of 47 pairs of pajamas and 1 bathrobe. 

WOW!!! 

All donations were taken to the Greenville Food 

Pantry and will stay in our own community for 

distribution. 

Thank you to all staff and students who made 

both our drives so successful this year.   

Maroon  and White Café—Todd Hilgendorff 

Students staying after school for extra help, sporting 

events etc. are now able to purchase a great selection 

of food at the M & W Cafe in MS/HS Cafeteria from 

2:30 pm to 5:00 pm.  The meals are also open to any 

adults (parents, staff) that are on campus that would 

like to purchase a meal.   This program is separate 

from the subsidized free and reduced program.  Stu-

dents are able to use money on their account and/or 

cash.  Our food service Cook Manager, Tracy 

Churchill, is working with our Student Council to 

continually develop and improve the offerings for 

students and adults alike.  We hope everyone will 

enjoy the convenience of this food service opportuni-

ty on campus!   

To view the menu, please visit our website under 

Food Services.  
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Watch out Greenville!  Volcanic eruptions will be tak-

January 8, 2014 

International Baccalaureate  

Recognition Ceremony 

@ 6 pm MS/HS Library  

followed by the 

International Baccalaureate 

Open House for Prospective 

IB Students and their Parents 

@ 7 pm-8pm 

  

 

January 10, 2014 

10th Grade Career Day field trip to 

Columbia Greene Community 

College.  Students to hear speakers 

in many different career fields. 

 

 

January 20, 2014 
 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

School Closed 

 

 

January 24, 2014 

MS/HS Quiz Night 

 

 

January 27-30, 2014 

Regents Week. 

(K-8 Regular Classes) 

 

Native American Immersion Workshops—Pam Asam and Bill Kiefer 

On December 3rd and 

4th the ¾ team of stu-

dents had an oppor-

tunity to take part in 

Native Ameri-

can  Immersion work-

shops.  Ms. Colette 

Lemmon, an anthro-

pologist, shared and 

discussed Iroquois ar-

tifacts.  Our students were able to use tools, musical instruments, 

toys and games, furs and hides, and were instructed in rope mak-

ing.  Back in the classroom, the students created corn husk dolls and 

clay pots.  Mr. Alf Jaques, an Onondagan artisan, shared his La 

Crosse stick making skills and his native culture.  These presenta-

tions tie in with our unit on native Americans.  The children thor-

oughly enjoyed this experience that was graciously funded by the 

Elementary PTA.  

Student Art Display—Sean Stewart 

Art students from Greenville and Coxsackie-Athens will have their 

work on display at the Greenville Town library from Dec. 15-Jan. 

31st. Please stop in, sign the guest book, and share your thoughts 

with these young artists. Gallery hours are daily from 9:00-

5:00.  Below is a drawing by Liam Williams, 10th grade, Greenville 

HS.  


