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Why change to SBG?
● Standards-based grading allows teachers to report information describing 

how well a student is performing based on what the student is expected 
to know and do. 

● Performance on standards has a direct impact on students learning, what 
they need to know to be successful at the next grade level, and on 
standardized assessments. 

● Families will get more information about: 
● What students are expected to learn
● Strengths and weakness specific to each subject
● Work habits and behaviors important to learning 



(Djalal, 2015)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=36QVB8Ph_Wc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=36QVB8Ph_Wc


What are the standards?
● Illinois Learning Standards define what a student should know and be 

able to do in each subject area and at each grade level.
● All academic subjects have grade level standards, including 

English/language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, physical 
education, and fine arts (music and art).

● Standards shape the curriculum from one grade to the next because 
teachers know what instruction has already occured. 



Example of a 7th Grade Math Standard
7.EE.B.4 
● Use variables to represent quantities in a real-world or mathematical 

problem, and construct simple equations and inequalities to solve 
problems by reasoning about the quantities. 



What is SBG?
Standards-Based Grading (SBG):

● Mastering standards rather than grades

○ Student awareness

■ What are the standards

■ How to meet standards

■ Able to demonstrate understanding of specific standards

● Students’ strengths and weaknesses are more defined

● More equitable scoring process



Comparing Traditional to SBG
Traditional Grading System Standards-Based Grading System

1. Based on assessment methods (quizzes, tests, 

homework, projects, etc.). One grade/entry is given 

per assessment.

1. Based on learning goals and performance 

standards. One grade/entry is given per learning 

goal.

2. Assessments are based on a percentage system. 

Criteria for success may be unclear.

2. Standards are criterion or proficiency-based. 

Criteria and targets are made available to students 

ahead of time.

3. Use an uncertain mix of assessment, achievement, 

effort, and behavior to determine the final grade. 

May use late penalties and extra credit.

3. Measures achievement only OR separates 

achievement from effort/behavior. No penalties or 

extra credit given.

4. Everything goes in the grade book – regardless of 

purpose.

4. Selected assessments (tests, quizzes, projects, etc.) 

are used for grading purposes.

5. Includes every score, regardless of when it was 

collected. Assessments record the average – not the 

best – work.

5. Emphasize the most recent evidence of learning 

when grading.

(Scarlett, 2018)



Teachers’ perspective
● Teachers are able to identify students’ current ability level by focusing on 

a standard at a time. 

○ Easier to explain areas needed for improvement. 

○ Teachers are able to look at student ability rather than behaviors:

■ Points off for not having a name on the paper

■ Extra credit opportunities that falsely inflate the progress

● Students have become more aware of the expectations.

● Students are able to continually work on a concept until mastered.

● Students are given multiple, varied assessment to demonstrate mastery. 



Improved Communication between Parents & Teachers
● Several means of communicating the standards

○ Parent meetings

○ Letters going home from the teachers

○ Newsletters

● Communicating with parents will be more efficient and effective

○ Teachers will be able to target and express specific areas where 

students excel and need further assistance



How does this fit our curriculum?
● Our curriculum is more aligned especially in Social Studies and Science

● We have identified and included curriculum not being taught (Health)

● Teachers provide more individualized learning

● Students have more choice in assessments

● Fits into the Future Ready philosophy



Scoring with SBG
The scoring is as follows:

● 0--No evidence: Lack of material/not turned in

● 1--Area of concern: Demonstrates a lack of understanding of key concepts

● 2--Beginning: Student is at the foundational stage of learning

● 3--Developing: Student has established some understanding of standard

● 4--Mastering: Student has a complete understanding of standard



Gradebook for 7th Grade ELA

Standard RL.7.1

Mode for 

RL.7.1 Standard RL.7.2

Mode for 

RL.7.2

Student Assessment 1 Assessment 2 Assessment 3 Overall Writing 1 Writing 2 Writing 3 Overall

Hank Smalvey 1 1 2 1 2 1 3 2

Ella Bobasham 2 2 4 2 1 2 3 2

Brandon Boats 3 4 4 4 3 3 3 3

Renfrew 

Rademaker 2 3 3 3 1 1 3 1

Key

0 No evidence: Material not turned in

1 Area of Concern: Demonstrates lack of understanding

2 Beginning

3 Developing

4 Mastering

Blank Has not been covered



How is the overall grade calculated for each 
standard? 
● The final grade for each standard will use the mode of the last 3 to 5 

assessments for that specific standard

● If there is no mode, the score will be calculated on the median of the last 

3 to 5 assessments.



Report Cards
● Grade level cards
● Indicate at what level the student has learned a learning target (standard)
● Still in the process of working with TeacherEase to create our report card 



Reteaching and Reassessment
● To reach the learning goals for students, reteaching will be given

○ The areas for reteaching will be determined by the assessment and 

where the assessment falls within the standards

○ Teachers will find it easier to determine the area for reteaching 

because the standard will display current ability levels

● Reassessments have already been created by most teachers as we allow 

for student retakes currently

○ The purpose is for the student to show growth and mastery towards 

a standard

○ Slight adjustments into the grading will take place to align with SBG



Eligibility 
● Students can have no more than three scores of ‘1’ in all classes for the 

final standard.

● Eligibility can be reviewed by the AD and/or principal for inclusion or 

exclusion from the list.



Honor Roll
● Presented at the end of the year

○ Students will be working on mastering the standards through the 

year

○ We do not want to exclude students still working towards mastery

● Still working with TeacherEase on figuring scores for HR



Transitioning into HS
● Students have already had this experience in elementary school

○ Early elementary uses 4-3-2-1

○ Students K-5 receive report card inserts with Benchmarks labels 1-2-

3-4 indicating levels of mastery for standards.  

○ Students in the MS are given opportunities to build their skills and 

obtain mastery to create foundations for HS

● Middle School GPA does not follow students to high school or college



Transitioning into HS
● Benefits of SBG for the transition

○ Students will have

■ Ownership of learning

■ More independent learning

■ Feedback used to make corrections and improvements

■ Knowledge of what is expected

■ Improved thinking and problem solving skills 

■ Learn what quality looks like

■ Assessed how well they have learned (SGB) vs what they have learned 

(traditional) 

■ Apply what is learned to real-life 

■ More opportunities to work through academic struggles 



How will this prepare my student for HS?

“Students who experience standards-based grading in K-8 are prepared for 

high school, even if their high school teachers continue to use a more 

traditional system, because they are aware of the content knowledge and 

skills they have achieved, and because they are pushed to become more 

independent learners who take more responsibility for their learning” 

(Lamarino, 2014).



Research Beyond Book Studies
● For further information, please reference the following:

○ The Case Against Grades (Kohn, 2011)

○ What Does the Research Say about Standards-Based Grading?

(Townsley & Buckmiller, 2016)

○ The Learning Leader: How to Focus School Improvement for Better Results

(Reeves, 2006)

○ Educational theory, practice, and policy and the wisdom of social psychology.

(Cohen & Garcia, 2014)

http://www.crsd1275.org/information/documents/TheCaseAgainstGrades.pdf
http://mctownsley.net/standards-based-grading-research/
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=UwBRBAAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PT4&dq=the+learning+leader:+how+to+focus+school+improvement&ots=mZXdqfa07e&sig=icWhqBJWjdP4KZZ93JlEkTgXVSQ#v=onepage&q=the%20learning%20leader%3A%20how%20to%20focus%20school%20improvement&f=false
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/2372732214551559


Research from Book Studies 
● The following books were researched/discussed as a faculty:

○ Grading Smarter, Not Harder: Assessment Strategies That Motivate Kids and Help 

Them Learn (Dueck, 2014)

○ The Benefits of Standards-Based Grading: A Critical Evaluation of Modern Grading 

Practices. Current Issues in Education (Lamarino, 2014)

○ Rethinking homework: Best practices that support diverse needs (

○ Charting a Course to Standards-based Grading: What to Stop, What to Start, and 

Why it Matters



Illinois Schools Using Standard Based Grading
Tremont 

Dunlap Valley Middle School 

Princeville is moving to SBG 

Bloomington Unit 5

Bartonville K-2

Illinois State Laboratory School- Thomas Metcalf  

Olympia Middle School

Danville School District 118 

Palos Heights School District 128 

Orland School District 135  

Community Consolidated School District 89 

New Lenox School District 1220

Oak Lawn Hometown School District 123

Stevenson HIgh School 

Rantoul City Schools 

Batavia High School 



ILLINOIS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
The Illinois State Board of Education’s 2014 Student Advisory Council’s Recommendation

The Illinois State Board of Education’s Student Advisory Council recommends 

that the State of Illinois should gradually adopt a statewide standards based 

grading scale. 
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