
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
        

October 25, 2019 

Volume 7, Issue 1 The Mustang Memo 

Important Dates: 

10/25: End of 
Quarter 1, 2:00 
Dismissal, Student 
Council Halloween 
Dance 
10/31: Breast Cancer 
Awareness 
Fundraiser 
11/7: Parent-Teacher 
Conferences 
11/8: School not in 
session 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Mustang Memo Staff 

Members: 

Elliana Mickens 

Yaffa Gallon 

Olivia McNutt 

Jalen Ivy 

Bianca Barr 

Asia Hohimer 

Ja’Laja Holmes 

 

 

Memorial Junior High  

Lansing, IL 

Happy Fall Mustangs! Over 

the course of the school 

year the dedicated staff 

writers of The Mustang 

Memo will be providing you 

with news, sports stories 

and scores, movie, book 

and TV reviews, photos 

and interviews for you to 

read and learn from. It is 

Hello, Memorial Readers! 

 

Setting New Goals 
All Staff 

 Quarter 2 is beginning 

soon. Have you given any 

thought on how to 

approach this grading 

period? Here are some 

goal-setting tips to 

consider.  

A way to create goals is to 

look back on what you 

could have made better in 

quarter 1, then set a goal 

mentally. Setting goals 

pushes you to do better and 

pay attention to your 

teachers; they want to help 

you reach your goals. If you 

don’t finish your goal don’t 

give up. Always try again for 

the next quarter, get back 

up on your feet and try 

again. During each quarter 

add a goal to challenge 

yourself to go further and 

beyond what you thought 

was possible. Set 
challenging goals for 

my hope that you read with 

an open mind and 

commend the staff writers 

on their creativity and 

willingness to share their 

thoughts with others.  

 

The current staff writers 

have been working very 

hard on the first edition of 

the Mustang Memo, we all 

hope you enjoy it! 

 

Stay tuned for the Quarter 2 

edition of the Mustang 

Memo Newspaper! 
-Ms. Miller 

 

 

yourself. Break your goals 

down to smaller specific 

steps to make them 

achievable. Try to develop a 

time to get your goal 

finished. For example, eat 

healthy every day for a 

whole week. Keep setting 

goals even out of school, 

like read for 30 minutes or 

go outside for a jog. Also, 

set little daily goals or 

maybe set a goal for every 

class. It is important to 

share your goals with 

others to keep yourself 

accountable.  

I hope this information 

helps you set more goals in 

your life. What will your 

quarter 2 goal be?  

Submit your goals to Ms. 

Miller to be included in the 

next Mustang Memo.  

 

 
 

Parent-Teacher 

Conferences are 

November 7th. Do not 

miss the opportunity 

to talk with your 

teachers! 



 

Ms. Rivera (Art): What 

prompted me to pursue 

education is that I realized at a 

young age that I enjoyed 

helping my peers and that the 

arts are where I felt the most 

free and comfortable to be 

myself. By pursuing education, 

it made me happy to know 

that I would be able to create 

that same environment for 

children. The entire staff has 

been amazing and has made it 

easy for me to adapt quickly.  I 

have truly enjoyed getting to 

know each of my 

students.  My goal for each of 

my students is to take away a 

particular style of art they 

enjoy and can continue doing 

even after they leave my class. 

I would also like to pursue my 

master’s degree.  
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Everyone loves the holiday 

Halloween! Here are 

suggestions and rules that 

you should follow to help 

you stay safe and have fun at 

the same time. 

 1. Always stay near an adult. 

2. Never wander out of sight 

in a crowd. 

3. If you are with a group, 

then stay with the group. 

4. Never take a short cut 

through unfamiliar yards or 

streets. 

5. Don’t go to strangers' 

houses for candy without 

supervision. 

Have a Safe Halloween! 

All Staff 

 

Halloween Candy Poll 

 

6. Never go into other 

people's houses, even if 

everyone else is going. 

7. Tell your adult supervision 

where you are going and 

bring a cell phone.  

 

Now, those rules were just 

about trick-or-tricking, but 

once you have gotten home 

and looked at all your candy, 

don’t eat it just yet. You 

might think it’s safe to 

consume, and you want to 

eat it all right away, but you 
have to look at it’s first. The 

final rule to trick-or-treating 

New Memorial Staff Members 

All Staff 

The 2019-2020 school year 

welcomed many new staff 

members to the Memorial 

Junior High family! This year 

the Mustang Memo will be 

introducing each new staff 

member. New teachers 

were asked the following 

questions: Why did you 

become and educator? How 

has it been adapting to a new 

school and new students? 

What goals do you have for 

yourself and your students?  

Ms. Rumbles (Music/Choir): 

My experiences in junior high 

and high school prompted 
me to pursue education. My 

teachers were always the 

first ones I went to with 

problems, and they were 

always there to listen, to 

offer solutions, etc. I loved 

the way they made me feel 

loved and accepted, and I 

want to provide that for my 

students as well. It's been a 

more natural transition than 

I had expected! Now that 

we're almost through the 

first quarter and things have 

evened out a little bit, I feel 

like I've known some of these 

kids forever. The staff and 

administration here at MJHS 

have also been extremely 

welcoming and friendly, 

which helps so much with 
the transition. My main goal 

for music this year is that 

they will be able to tell me at 

least one interesting thing 

they learned and will be able 

to say that they had fun. In 

choir, I want the students to 

feel connected to the music 

and to each other. 

Ms. Salva (7th Grade ELA): 

I  love being a part of those 

moments when students 

come to an understanding-

when that light bulb goes off 

in their heads and they 

proudly proclaim, "I get it!" 
All of the teachers and staff 

are so helpful, welcoming and 

fun to work with. That has 

made adjusting to a new 

school a breeze. The 

students are wonderful as 

well. So many have 

volunteered to help in the 

classroom and have shown a 

true love for learning. I hear a 

lot of students say they don't 

like reading. One of my goals 

for my students is to help 

them realize how much fun 

reading can be. To quote Mrs. 

Arseneau, “If you don’t like 

reading, you just haven't 

found the right book yet.” 

For myself, I would like to 

read more books this year. I 

love the fact that we have 

D.E.A.R. 4 days a week during 

Advisory. This makes it easier 

for me to set aside some time 

each day to read. 

is to always check your candy 

to see if it is old, moldy or 

already open. You don’t want 

to end up getting sick. Keep 

these helpful tips in mind when 
you go trick-or-treating this 

Halloween! Remember, trick-

or-treating hours in Lansing 

are from 4-7 pm on October 

31.  

 

MJHS PBIS 

All Staff 
 

The Positive Behavior 

Intervention and Support 

(PBIS) program at Memorial is 

under way. Staff members are 

incorporating a reward 

system, based on points, to 

acknowledge students who 

are respectful, responsible and 

safe. When a student displays 

positive behavior, they are 

awarded points on the PBIS 

website. Students can also 

track their progress online.  

 



   
 
                 
             
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 

         
      

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

The week of October 21-25 

was Red Ribbon Week. Red 

Ribbon Week is all about 

promoting a safe lifestyle by 

being drug free. On Monday 
students wore their favorite 

sports attire, flannel shirts, 

orange clothing, twin/matching 

attire and their Mustang spirit 

wear to show their support of 

Red Ribbon Week. Students 

ended Red Ribbon week at the 

Halloween Dance.  

 

Red Ribbon Week 

All Staff 

 

What is the most popular 

candy at Memorial Junior High? 
Halloween is right around the 

corner to give us a good scare! 

We also know that everyone 

loves candy. Some people ask 

about everyone’s favorite 

candy, so we are here to 

answer that question! Students 

in all grade levels were polled 

to learn which candy was the 

most popular. Here are the 

results:  

1st: Twix 

2nd: Skittles 

3rd: Snickers 

4th: Reese’s  

5th: Hershey’s Bar 

6th: Kit Kat 

7th: M&M’s 

8th: Butterfingers 

 
Twix came in first place with 

69 votes! 
Mustang Shout Out: 

Congratulations to the Memorial 

Cross-Country team on 

completing a successful season! 

Special congrats to 8th grader 

Hugo Rincon who participated 

at the State Cross-Country meet. 

BOOK DRIVE! 
Donate new or lightly used 

books to Memorial’s National 
Junior Honor Society. All 

donations will be made to Comer 
Children’s Hospital. See Mrs. 
Alagno or Mrs. Houston in 8th 

grade to donate.  
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Candy Poll 

Yaffa Gallon  
& Ja’Laja Holmes 
 

 

 

 

 

Breast Cancer 
Awareness 

Elliana Mickens 
 
October is Breast Cancer 

Awareness Month. Do you 

have a loved one that has had 

this type of cancer? If so, I 

advise you to write this person 

a card or letter to show them 

that you care about them and 

support them. You can help 

them out by helping to clean 

their house or cook them 

meals. Love and support are 

the very things these people 

need. On October 31, 

Memorial Junior High will be 

celebrating Breast Cancer 

Awareness Month. If you have 

bought a Breast Cancer t-shirt 

from NJHS in the past, wear it 

on this day. If you don’t have a 

Breast Cancer t-shirt, be sure 

to wear pink!  



 

        
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  
The Memorial Mustang is 

back to his old tricks. He has 

hidden himself somewhere in 

the school. We need your 

help to find him. The picture 

above is of where the 

Mustang was last spotted. Be 

the first to correctly identify 

its hiding place to win a prize. 

See Ms. Miller in room 703 

to see if your guess is right. 

Only the first student to 

identify the Mustang’s most 

recent location will win. 

Good luck! 

 

Mustang Shout Out: 

The Memorial Baseball 

team had a great season 

this year. They ended their 

season as Regional 

champs! Congrats boys & 

coaches! 

Unity Day 

All Staff 
 

 

National Unity Day took place 

on October 23, 2019 in 

schools all around the 

country. The purpose of this 

day is to show that the nation 

stands together against 

bullying. Memorial staff and 

students showed their 

support by wearing orange, 

promoting positive messages 

and signing a pledge to treat 

everyone kindly and with 

respect. MJHS staff and 

students should always 

promise to unite against 

bullies and to stand up for 

inclusiveness.  

Page 4 of 4 

Missing Mustang 

Bianca Barr 
 

 

 

COSTUME CONTEST! 
Submit a picture of your school-
appropriate Halloween costume 
to the Mustang Memo. The best 

costume will win a prize. Submit 
a picture to the Edmodo page: 

52APVG and include your home 
base teacher’s name.  

 


