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HOLYOKE CO- ?Why are you here? Can you just leave? Go away! Just go die.? 

Put yourself in this person?s shoes. Imagine these hurtful comments being 

thrown at you. It seems like all fun and games. When a victim reacts, they 

are considered ?sensitive?, or ?overly dramatic?. People do not truly 

understand the catastrophic effects of bullying. Close to 800,000 people die

 from suicide every year, which is a person every 40 seconds. A large percentage of that is because 

kids/teens were getting bullied, they became severely depressed. Eventually, they just could not take it 

anymore. Bullying is one of the leading causes of suicide in our country. Bullying is an epidemic among 

teenagers.  Back when our parents were in school, bullying happened face to face.  A bully only had a 

few ways to bully a person.  New technology has completely changed this for children today.  Bullying 

today does not look the same as it did back then.  There are so many more avenues available to bullies 

through social media and other technological outlets which can lead to cyberbullying. People do not 

have to be face-to-face with a bully to be attached anymore. Bullies can hide behind a screen, sneaking 

and putting people down with the inability to be easily caught.  With the screen in front of a bully, there 

is no person there to react to what is said.  It removes the humanity from the bullying and makes it 

easier to say mean things. While our school strives to prevent bullying, staff and administration cannot 

catch every instance of it. If you find yourself being bullied or having negative thoughts, please reach 

out to a parent, peer leader, teacher, or other school staff.  There is a new program being rolled out for 

students at Holyoke Jr./Sr. High School.  There are three black boxes around the school with cards you 

can fill out and put inthe box if you need help. 

 The boxes are checked dailyand someone will be there for

 you.  If you don?t feel safe talking to an authority figure, you 

can always call or text Colorado Crisis Services. 

Their number is 844-493-TALK (8255) or text TALK to 38255.  



DRAGON DOLLAR REWARD

Early Release Program

By Layna Wear

 HOLYOKE CO - As we all know, on Friday the 11th of October was the first-ever early release 

day for lunch where some of the students in the building got to leave for lunch early. 

Surprisingly, the grade with the most releases is the 7th grade and the least releases were 

the Juniors. Some of you may be wondering, what exactly is the Early Release Program. To 

that question, I say the Early Release Program is a program in which 7th through 12th 

graders are able to get a reward, which is extra time for lunch if they have no absences, 

tardies, write-ups, or appear on the Eligibility List. Other people may be asking, what is the 

Eligibility List. Well, the Eligibility List is a list of people who are either eligible or not eligible. 

Out of the 266 students in the building, only 115 were released from ICAP, for an early 

lunch. The students that are not eligible, have an ?I? in one of their classes because they 

didn?t complete course work to a 70% or higher. Now, there is a way to still be able to get a 

longer lunch, you can pay your ICAP teacher 5 Dragon Dollars for every tardy or absence 

within that 2 week period. Unfortunately, if you have a write-up or are not eligible, you can?t 

get out of that. Most of the ways you earn Dagon Dollars are by being caught meeting the 

RISE expectations, which is Respect, Responsibility, Integrity, Safety, or Excellence anywhere 

in the school building. The days are from Thursday to Wednesday, so if you get a tardy on 

Tuesday, then you wouldn?t be able to get out that Friday. In other words, the Thursday 

before the Friday you get released, you are wiping your slate clean and you have until the 

Wednesday of the next week to either be eligible or not eligible. Mrs. Powell saw it in action 

in other schools in the area and thought it would be good for our school. The first early 

release was successful and Mrs. Clayton believes that as soon as they figure out the rules 

they will be more motivated to qualify.



 

BREAKING NEWS

CHARITY FOR MY BIRTHDAY
HOLLLYWOOD CA - John Krasinski an American actor and filmmaker just 

his 40th birthday on October 20, 2019. Instead of celebrating his 

birthday as any other celebrity would, he dedicated it to fundraising for 

cancer. John Krasinski said "If you?re one of those people who says,

 'please no gifts on my birthday,? you and I are very different because I 

like gifts. I demand them," he continues. "I?ll go so far as to make you 

feel very awkward if you don?t get me one. But lucky for you, I?m old school. I like cash."  He sent 

some messages to his friends to get everybody to come and give money for the fundraiser. "Hey 

@ChrisEvans remember when you robbed me of the role of Captain America?... time to pay up?" 

he tweeted to Evans, to which the actor replied with a GIF of Krasinski saying ?There. Now we?re 

even.? Krasinski also tweeted Chris Pratt along with many others.  Krasinski posted ads on social 

media and he had lots of people show up and support. Celebrities like Chris Evans, Reese 

Witherspoon, Dwayne Johnson, and Krasinski?s daughter all made videos and took pictures to 

wish Kransinsi a happy birthday. His friends from Venmo told the people to open a litt le money 

from their wallets and not only make his birthday wish come true but help make the other?s 

wishes come true also. His friends and family also brought things like pillowcases, bedding, 

clothing, and other cool things. Krasinski posted ads on social media and he had lots of people 

show up and support. In the picture is Kransinski holding a pillowcase that someone brought to 

give to a cancer patient fighter. 

CALIFONIA WILDFIRE
By Krista Noffsinger 

GEYSERVILLE, CALIF. - A Northern Califonia wildfire exploded in size early Thursday. The cause of 

the fire is still unknown, the wildfire risk was extremely risky as the humidity levels dipped and the 

wind gusted up to 70 mph. There were no immediate reports of injuries. Ironic enough this fire 

was in the same exact spot as the deadly fire they had 2 years ago that killed 44 people in total. 

According to CBSnews.comMary Ceglarski and her husband, Matt Ceglarski-Sherwin, lost their 

rental home during one of those fires, the fled the scene when Mary had woken up from an 

asthma attack that awakened her at 2:30 a.m. At least two small fires have erupted in Southern 

California, but they have remained small.  Utilit ies in California have said the rolling blackout is 

designed to keep winds above 60 mph or more from knocking branches into powerlines and 

sparking wildfires  Electrical equipment was blamed for setting several blazes in recent years that 

killed scores of people and burnt down many houses. The Pacific Gas & Electric Co. begin rolling 

blackouts Wednesday stretching from the Sierra foothills in the northeast to portions  of San 

Francisco Bay Area, impacting a half- million people . 

Photo NPR.com Photo LATimes.com



MR. FRENCH

Teacher Spotlights

MR. KRAMER

By Isaiah Rueter

HOLYOKE CO- Mr. Kramer is a teacher at Holyoke High school. Mr. Kramer?s proudest 
accomplishment as a teacher is that students he taught have grown and become math teachers. His 
Greatest teaching strategy is the relationships that he makes with his students. One of the interview 
questions was, What leads you to make good choices? His response was, ?I got married and had kids, 
I was no longer responsible for myself, but for my family too.? Mr. Kramer shares his life story with 
his students to build a strong bond between him and his students. Mr. Kramer was a math tutor 
before he taught math. So, I asked him why he wanted to stop tutoring and start teaching math. He 
remarked, ?I wanted a career that focused more on mental strategies more than physical.? Mr. 
Kramer works at John Deere in the summertime, which he loves. He said ?Education has changed 
since I started teaching. Kids are becoming too soft, and have very litt le work ethic, and also have not 
much discipline.? Mr. Kramer was born in Twin Falls, Idaho and was adopted by his mother and 
father. In fact, he was delivered by his own uncle. Mr. Kramer has six children and ten grandchildren. 
Mr. Kramer had many jobs before he started teaching his math class. He started with helping around 
on the farm, to a tire repairman, and a parts man for Case and John Deere. Mr. Kramer has many 
hidden talents. He can echo his ABC?s and can recite the story of Cinderella backward. Mr. Kramer is 
a pretty great teacher and we are lucky to have him.

By Areli Murillo 

HOLYOKE CO- Mr. French is the supervisor for the robotics club. 

When he first started doing robotics, he did not know what he was

 doing. He had some useful background experiences, like coding,

 using tools and equipment, but he had no idea what robotics would

 be like. Mr. French said that he just sorta agreed to continue what someone else had started when 
he started teaching. What is robotics? In robotics, you are given a task. Then, from the basic material 
and motors, they are to build a robot out of those materials. This year 's task is to fix electrical 
infrastructure. This year, there are ten active members of the robotics club. Mr. French has been 
doing robotics for three years now. Robotics has been in our school for four years. What makes this 
year different than last? There are different people helping out and there is a different task every 
year. The robotics club has made a whole robot but they are still making adjustments to the robot. 
This Saturday, there will be a competition held in Sterling at NJC. Everyone is excited about the 
competition and Mr. French thinks they will have a good chance to do better than last time. 



STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Tayla Mar t in

By Karlie Martin

HOLYOKE CO- Tayla Martin is an 8th grader at 

HHS. She loves to be in sports. She has been in 

Volleyball, Swim, Track, and was in Basketball in 

7th grade but is not going to do it this year or 

any other year because it is during swim season 

and she wants to focus on swim. Tayla swims for 

a club in Windsor. Her team is called the Windsor 

Wahoo?s. Her favorite memory from JH so far is 

League track in 7th grade. I asked her what she is 

most looking forward to in High School. She 

replied, ?Swim season.? Some hobbies that Tayla 

enjoy are swimming and watching TikToks. I 

asked Tayla what it was about swim that she likes 

so much and she said, ?It?s an individual sport 

and she likes how hard it pushes her!? After Tayla 

finishes high school, she wants to go to college. 

She would like to go to college to be an 

Orthodontist because she thinks that would be 

fun. She wants to open up her own business with 

her brother. 

Azury Chapparo

By Dahria Marquez

HOLYOKE CO - Azury is an 8th grader this year. She 

feels pretty good about becoming a freshman next 

year, she does not have anything specific  she is 

looking forward to. This year Azury played 

volleyball  and learned a tremendous amount. She 

had fun playing volleyball and thinks she might 

play next year too. Both her and her teammates 

think she has improved. She has been playing 

volleyball since 4th grade. She might be playing 

basketball and run track. Azury attended the Jr. 

High Dance last Thursday.  She said the music and 

food were good and everyone seemed to enjoy 

themselves. Going to the dances is something 

Azury will miss next year because she has heard 

the high school dances are not as fun. Azury has 

an older sister and younger brother, she enjoys 

seeing her sister in the hall and is excited to see 

her brother next year! 



Lorem ipsum dolor sit  amet, 
consetetur sadipscing elit r, sed diam 
nonumy eirmod tempor invidunt ut 
labore et dolore magna aliquyam 
erat, sed diam voluptua. 

At vero eos et accusam et justo duo 
dolores et ea rebum. Stet clita kasd 
gubergren, no sea takimata sanctus 
est. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit  amet, 
consetetur sadipscing elit r, sed diam 
nonumy eirmod tempor invidunt ut 
labore et dolore magna. 

At vero eos et accusam et justo duo 
dolores et ea rebum. Stet clita kasd 
gubergren, no sea takimata sanctus 
est Lorem ipsum dolr sit  amet. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit  amet, 
consetetur sadipscing elit r, sed diam 
nonumy eirmod tempor invidunt ut 
labore et dolore magna. 

At vero eos et accusam et justo duo 
dolores et ea rebum. Stet clita kasd 
gubergren, no sea takimata sanctus 
est Lorem ipsum dolor sit  amet. 

CLUBS                               

FFA National Convention
By Grace Whisenhunt

HOLYOKE CO - FFA National Conference is happening next week in Indianapolis, Indiana.  There are ten 

students from Holyoke attending with their club sponsor, Mrs. Strecker.  Holyoke students have been 

participating in the FFA National Conference since the chapter was first formed in 1917.  They will be 

driving a school van to the event.  Mrs. Strecker has worked hard to build up our FFA program in 

Holyoke and loves taking kids to this event because she gets to share in adventures that students 

might not get to experience otherwise.  The students are excited to hear the keynote speakers this 

year, Bob Goff, an author, and Michelle Poler, an expert on overcoming fear.  While this year might not 

have a theme, #FFA19 is trending.  Be sure to check out social media next week for all the #FFA19 

posts.  

FCCLA
By Ben Kleve

BRUSH CO-The FCCLA fall conference was October 16th. Laren Bergner enjoyed going to the 

conference. At the conference, the FCCLA Club attended different workshops that demonstrated 

a healthy lifestyle. They also did a five-kilometer run to kick off the day. Lauren enjoyed the 

workshops the most.  She would recommend FCCLA to anyone. She thinks this club is neat 

because it is the only school club that has the family as its focus. FCCLA stands for family, career, 

and community leaders of America. According to the FCCLA Colorado website, the goal of the 

club is to promote personal growth and leadership development through family and consumer 

sciences education. By focusing on the multiple roles of a family member as a wage earner and 

community leader, members develop skills. The website also says FCCLA has a national 

membership of over 175,000 young adults in nearly 7,500 local chapters. There are 52 state 

associations including the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. Since its 

founding in 1945, FCCLA has involved more than nine million youth. Former members are 

eligible to become members of Alumni & Associates.



TRENDING

YOLO

By Emma Sprague

HOLYOKE CO-Yolo is an anonymous app that most teens 

currently use. On Yolo, you connect a link to your Snapchat story 

making it available for others to slide up and say random stuff.

 Yolo is a lot like the app Sarahah. Sarahah was a very famous app, just like Yolo, until it got kicked off 

of IOS and android due to bullying. People love to swipe up and say things, some may be nice and 

others are not so nice. They slide up and say ?Omg your new haircut looks fabulous!? as others might 

say ?Ew honestly your hair looked so much better before? ? As of Yolos terms, if you are harassing or 

bullying anyone you could be kicked off the app. When you click on the message you received, it 

says block or share. Block is an option that you can choose if someone is being rude, inappropriate, 

or bullying you. Yolo can ask for recommendations such as movies, Netflix shows, dates, etc. Teens 

use Yolo for opinions, ideas for homecoming days, and as much as just being bored. Only one week 

after Yolo was put out on platforms, it went straight to being the #1 app. 

HALLOWEEN
By Estrella Quintana

HOLYOKE CO - Each year, Halloween falls on Oct. 31. Check out this year?s awesome spookiest 

trends! As Halloween approaches, people began searching spooky related trends. Dressing the 

windows, or create a shadowy scene, and what about whiting up your pumpkin. Don?t forget about 

those delicious sweets. Spooky, scary Halloween treats are so fun to make and to eat! These are 

going to make your house the hottest spot for Halloween celebrations this year! 1.) Caramel stuffed 

chocolate cupcakes. These spooky cupcakes are topped with big, fat swirls of vanilla buttercream 

and garnished with a single gold chocolate caramel skull for Halloween perfection! 2.) Peanut butter 

and jam mummy hand pies, these hand pies are the perfect amount of cute and spooky for your 

Halloween gatherings. There are the Sanderson sisters from hocus pocus, the wicked witch of the 

west from The Wizard of Oz, or anyone of the many versions Sabrina the Teenage Witch.  It?s all fun 

and games until you come across one of these, spooky corn mazes, or a haunted house. Many 

people love going to the corn mazes, especially during this year. Having to find your way out in the 

dark, having someone chasing you to your way out.    



  

FUN PAGE

FUN FACTS
Baby sea otters can?t swim.

Coca-Cola was the first soft drink in space.

A baby puffin is called a "puffing."

You can hear a blue whale's heartbeat for 

up to two miles away.

Riddles:
I move up when you move down, left when you 
move right, and down when you move up?

2. What can travel around the world while staying 
in a corner?

3. What is made out of water but if you put it into 
water it will die?

Answers

2. A stamp

3. An ice cube
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