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Nightmare in Vermont 

Performance Affects Those Impacted by School Shooting Threat 

Nightmare Vermont bills itself as “a unique, all-volunteer, charity Halloween event in the U.S., combining 

live stage combat, original immersive theater, and all the best interactive scares and special effects.”  

According to its website, Nightmare Vermont has run in underground spaces as well as part of other 

community events since 2004. An event known for pushing boundaries, the organization has hit close to 

home this year with its opening performance of an alien invasion at a high school homecoming. Many 

have interpreted the scene as reminiscent of a school shooting.  

“It has come to our attention that Nightmare Vermont (https://nightmarevermont.org/contact-us/) has 

chosen to begin their haunted house performance with what is interpreted by some as a school shooting 

scene which mentioned Fair Haven Union High School and Parkland in at least one of the performances,” 

said Superintendent Brooke Olsen-Farrell, Slate Valley Unified Union School District (SVUUSD). “The 

Slate Valley School District, in which Fair Haven Union High School is a part, is extremely disappointed in 

this decision.” 

Fair Haven Union High School has been reeling from the aftermath of when it became the target of 

would-be school shooter, Jack Sawyer. Sawyer was arrested and accused of planning to carry out a 

shooting at the school.     

“It shows disregard for the emotional turmoil that students and staff of Fair Haven Union High School 

have experienced over the past year and a half,” said Superintendent Olsen-Farrell. “Most importantly, 

students and staff lost their lives in the Parkland shooting and to make light and profit (even for charity) off 

of that horrific event is unfathomable.” 

Superintendent Olsen-Farrell reached out to Director/Producer Jana Beagley Monday afternoon for 

clarification on the content of the event. 

“We have added trigger warnings to our website and opening video that such topics are mentioned,” said 

Beagley in an email response. “Also out of respect, we have cut any reference to current events and 

apologize that those references ever happened in our show.” 

Beagley also stated that they have removed the name Jake from their character as it is too similar in 

sound to Jack.  

“I am sure I cannot imagine the suffering of your community or the resentment for the fear that has hit so 

close to home for you,” said Beagley. “I hate that this fear is part of our lives now, and I wanted to say 

something against it.” 

Nightmare Vermont provides the following Trigger Warning on its website: 

It is not without regret that we must acknowledge that any disaster set in a high school must acknowledge 

the fear of a school shooting. It is a wretched reality that this fear is so present with us. We would like our 

audiences to know that the story acknowledges this possibility and that there are prop guns used in 
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Nightmare. This is not, however, the theme nor the plot of the show. The disaster in our show happens to 

be an alien invasion. 

“While haunted houses can be an enjoyable experience for families and friends, this type of thinly veiled 

depiction is thoughtless and unnecessary,” said Superintendent Olsen-Farrell. “As a state and country, 

we need to be speaking out against this kind of insensitivity and tastelessness. We need to be teaching 

our children to be empathetic, resilient and kind to one another. Adults need to be leading by example 

and not glorifying or making light of school violence.”  

The SVUUSD School Board has also expressed concern in regard to the event’s impact on members of 

its community.  

“As a school board, we are concerned for the wellbeing of our students and staff,” said Julie Finnegan, 

School Board Chair, SVUUSD. “We are shocked that this subject was even thought to be appropriate as 

a scare tactic.” 

Finnegan said Nightmare Vermont’s event has negatively impacted the progress made within the district 

and is insensitive to what happened in the Slate Valley community.  

“This event goes against everything we are working to repair in our school and our community,” said 

Finnegan. “We are diligently working to create a safe and secure place for our students to learn and our 

teachers to teach.” 
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