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Formative Assessment

Who

teacher to 
student

teacher to self

student to self

How Often

minute‐to‐minute

day‐to‐day

continuously

during instruction

Purpose

respond

adapt

adjust

close gap

continuous 
improvement of 
teaching and 
learning

Methods

effective 
questioning and 

listening

written responses

observations

anecdotal notes

carefully targeted 
instructional tasks

probes

Response

feedback

scaffolds

adapt/adjust
instruction

use of evidence 
to plan

re‐teach

elaborate/enrich





STAAR  Formative Assessment



A.9(D) analyze graphs of quadratic functions and draw conclusions.
Mathematics
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Mathematics – Formative 
Assessment Implications

Identify Analyze
(i.e., 4 True, 
2 False)



2009 Exit Level TAKS

Science



STAAR Biology 2011 Released Test Questions



Formative Assessment

?



Social Studies

STAAR World Geography  2011 Released Test Questions



Formative Assessment 
EXIT OUT MAP

http://water.weather.gov/precip/

After studying the map, answer the following: 

What do the colors reveal on this map? 

What do you think the economic implications will be for blue states if this pattern 
continues?  Explain your answer by citing two examples in your response.  



ELAR
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Instructional Implications:

• Increase teacher and student use of academic 
vocabulary

• Model the thinking behind multi‐step 
inferences and problem solving

• Ask open‐ended questions with the 
expectation that responses are justified



25 Quick Formative Assessments for a Differentiated Classroom • © 2009 by Judith Dodge • Scholastic Teaching Resources

Purposeful formative assessment increases the
likelihood that students will master their grade level standards 
and be college and career ready. 


