
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS





Short Answer Questions

Goes beyond 
literal reading of 
the text



Students must be able to infer.

www.merriam‐webster.com/dictionary/



infer

www.merriam‐webster.com/dictionary/



Composition



STAAR Writing Rubrics

• Organization/Progression

• Development of Ideas

• Use of Language/Conventions



Students must be concise.

www.merriam‐webster.com/dictionary/



www.merriam‐webster.com/dictionary/



Students must be precise.

www.merriam‐webster.com/dictionary/



www.merriam‐webster.com/dictionary/



Students must have stamina.





Contact
Stephanie Heinchon

512.919.5344
stephanie.heinchon@esc13.txed.net

Cindy Hamilton
512.919.5146
cindy.hamilton@esc13.txed.net



MATHEMATICS



Mathematics

• NEW Math TEKS
(Draft Docs open for comment: 
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=2147499
971)

• STAAR Math reference materials for 3‐8 
(Graph paper has arrived!)

• STAAR Sample Items



Mathematics 
• STAAR Q & A posted – note info on above‐
grade level students 
(http://www.txetests.com/faqs/index.asp)

• Released TAKS tests grades 3‐8 removed
• Fall Mathematics PD Schedule is now 
available.  (http://www5.esc13.net/math/)

• The MSTAR Universal Screener fall window is 
open August 29, 2011 – September, 27, 2011.   
Project Share Group: (http://www.epsilen.com/grp/103640) 



Mathematics
• Enroll/resend student data to 
upload in to TMSDS  
(http://www.tmsds.org)

• Register for fall workshops
• Keep checking TEA website
• Update TRC info  (if applicable) 



Contact
Mary Headley

512.919.5231
mary.headley@esc13.txed.net

Susan Hemphill
512.919.5360
susan.hemphill@esc13.txed.net

Emily Gray
512.919.5350
emily.gray@esc13.txed.net



SCIENCE



A High School 
Science Scenario





2011 – 2012 Freshman
~Most are enrolled in Biology~



Mr. Bala’s Biology Class
~Instructional View~

Student Groups
• 16 True Freshman
• 1 Repeating Freshman
• 3 Sophomores

TEKS
• Biology

State Assessment
• 16 True Freshman – STAAR
• 1 Repeating Freshman – None 
this year

• 3 Sophomores ‐ TAKS





STAAR

• Biology SEs
• Readiness and 

Supporting
• 4 Reporting Categories

• process skills 
embedded

• 4 hour time limit
• Embedded Reference 

Materials
• Must count as 15% of 

course grade
• Part of student graduation 

requirement

Grade 10 Science

• Biology SEs, IPC SEs
• 5 Objectives

• process skills separate
• No time limit

• Formula Chart
• Does not affect course 

grade
• Not a part of graduation 

requirement, but can be 
used as an indicator for 
Exit Level performance

Highlights





Keys to Classroom Success

• Instructional Considerations
• Resource Considerations
• Logistical Considerations



Points to Consider

• Review
– How reviewing, including IPC SEs

• Ongoing Assessment
– How benchmarking? 

• Resources
– How materials are chosen
– How materials are used / integrated



Points to Consider

• Communication
– Time for purposeful collaboration

• Assessment Logistics
– How addressing the time between assessments





Contact
Jennifer Jordan-Kaszuba

512.919.5368
jennifer.jordan-kaszuba@esc13.txed.net

Lori Reemts
512.919.5359
lori.reemts@esc13.txed.net


