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MIDD-WEST SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Regular Meeting 
West Snyder Elementary School 

Large Group Instruction Room 
Monday, January 22, 2018 

 
A QUALITY EDUCATION FOR ALL, FOR LIFE 

 

    

    I.  OPENING CEREMONY 

 

   II. CALL TO ORDER:  7:01 p.m.         Mr. Victor L. Abate 

 

 Mr. Abate stated this evening we have Brianna Simpkins here who is going to say the  

 Pledge of Allegiance.  Brianna is in Mrs. Runkle’s first grade class, and Brianna has 

Alopecia.  Is that correct?  Did I say that right?  And she loves math, and she has  

three sisters and a brother, and when she’s not at school, I understand you like to play  

with your dog, Minnie.  What kind of dog is that? 

 

Miss Simpkins responded a black lab. 

 

Mr. Abate commented black lab.  Okay.  We’re going to let Brianna say the Pledge.  The  

flag is right there.  Whenever you’re ready, go ahead. 

 

 A round of applause occurred at the conclusion of the Pledge of Allegiance. 

  

  III. ROLL CALL:            Mr. Victor L. Abate  

 

 BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS         PRESENT    ABSENT    LATE ARRIVAL 

 

 Mr. Victor L. Abate, President X  

 Mr. Thomas J. Rubillo, Vice President X 

 Mr. Shawn A. Sassaman, Treasurer X 

 Mr. Ronald L. Hoffman X 

 Mrs. Wyona P. Lauver X 

 Mr. Tony G. McKnight X 

 Mr. Christopher T. Nesbit X 

 Mr. Donald D. Pinci X 

 Mr. Ronald E. Wilson X 

 Mr. Richard J. Musselman, Superintendent  X 

   (Non-Voting Member)  

 Ms. Allyson L. Folk, Secretary (Non-Member) X 

 

 OTHERS 

 

 Mr. Michael A. Miller, Business Manager 

 Mr. Dane S. Aucker, Principal, Midd-West Middle School 

 Mr. Jeremy D. Brown, Assistant Principal, Midd-West High School 

 Mr. Thor R. Edmiston, Principal, Midd-West High School 

 Ms. Cynthia L. Hutchinson, Principal, Middleburg Elementary School 

 Miss Erin C. Sheedy, Principal, West Snyder Elementary School 

 Mr. Gary L. Thomas, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
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 Ms. Tracy Adams 

 Mr. Tim Andretta 

 Mr. Daniel Bishop 

 Mrs. Molly Bishop 

 Mr. Tyler Bishop 

 Ms. Michelle Boney 

 Mr. Vern Breon 

 Mr. Ryan Carnahan 

 Mr. Jacob Conrad 

 Mr. Matt Conrad 

 Mr. Bryce Fawver 

 Mrs. Jean Fawver 

 Mr. Michael Ferriero 

 Mr. Tim Grover 

 Mr. Alan Hartman 

 Mrs. Cristy Hartman 

 Mr. Andy Hoffman 

 Mr. Brendan Hood 

 Mr. Allen Hornberger 

 Mrs. Deb Hornberger 

 Ms. Ashley Houtz 

 Mrs. Jamie Kline 

 Mr. Randy Kline 

 Mr. Bill Klingler 

 Mr. Dalton Klingler 

 Mrs. Kelly Klingler 

 Mr. Chris Krieder 

 Mrs. April Lauver 

 Mr. Landon Lauver 

 Mr. Trey Lauver 

 Mr. Dylan Miller 

 Ms. Kelly Miller 

 Miss Julia Nesbit 

 Miss Sarah Nesbit 

 Mr. Mark Peachy 

 Ms. Melanie Peachy 

 Mr. Trent Peachy 

 Mr. Marc Piccioni 

 Mrs. M. Kay Poeth 

 Mrs. Heather Portzline 

 Mr. Logan Pursley 

 Mr. Gabe Regester 

 Mr. Robert Regester 

 Ms. Vanessa Regester 

 Ms. Wendy Regester 

 Mrs. Kathy Shea 

 Ms. Sue Simmons 

 Miss Brianna Simpkins 

 Ms. Kara Simpkins 

 Miss Michele Snook 

 Mr. Nick Stone 

 Mr. Dustin Stuck 

 Mrs. Tammy Stuck 

 Mrs. Tonyah Stuck 
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 Mr. Brayden Swineford 

 Mr. Ryan Swineford 

 Ms. Shanda Swineford 

 Mr. Benjamin Umstead 

 Mr. Scott Umstead 

 Ms. Martina Uskurait 

 Mr. Aiden Wagner 

 Mrs. Marsha Wagner  

 Mr. Steve Wagner 

 Mr. Timothy Wagner 

 Mrs. Jody Weist 

 Mrs. B. J. Wolfley 

 Mr. Michael Wolfley 

 Mrs. Amy Zechman 

 Mr. Nathaniel Zechman 

 Mr. Owen Zechman 

 Mr. Adam Zerby 

 Approximately 10 additional concerned citizens 

 

  IV. PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS 

 

 Public comment is restricted to three (3) minutes per speaker and on the subject of 

Agenda Action Items only.  Any individual who wishes to address the Board on an 

agenda item should contact the Board Secretary by 1:00 p.m. the day of the Board 

meeting at (570) 837-0046, Ext, 1100. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

   V. SCHEDULED SPEAKERS      Mr. Victor L. Abate  

  

1) Ms. Deborah Shaffer, Hempfield Behavioral Health – Progress of the PATHS Program 

and an Opportunity for Midd-West Staff to Present at the PATHS International 

Conference in May in Chicago  

 

Ms. Shaffer stated thank you for having me this evening.  Hi, everybody. 

 

Laughter occurred at this time. 

 

Ms. Shaffer stated my name is Deb Shaffer, and if you have a student in Grades K 

through 5, you may have heard of a program called Promoting Alternative Thinking 

Strategies, or as we call it, PATHS.  I am here tonight to tell the School Board that 

Midd-West School District has been invited as honor guests to the PATHS 

International Conference on May 3 and 4 in Chicago.  As being nominated as a 

PATHS model school for implementing the program with the highest fidelity.  This is 

a prestigious honor that will be recognized on the international level now and in the 

future.  Being a PATHS model school positions Midd-West to be a school district 

that others will learn from as they implement PATHS in their schools.  The school 

district is unique in this honor as this nomination is typically presented to larger 

school districts in a more metropolitan area.  Midd-West has been very successful 

in the implementation in a small, rural school district and will certainly be an 

inspiration to other small, rural schools.  For those of you that don’t know, PATHS 

is a social, emotional program delivered in the classroom by teachers to help with 

character building for the students which decreases instance of bullying and 

referrals to the principal’s office including bus referrals.  PATHS has proven to 
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increase test scores and helps to educate the whole student covering the social, 

emotional needs that students need while continuing a strong focus for academics.  

As you know, Hempfield has been working with your teachers since the summer of 

2016 to implement the PATHS Program at both of your elementary schools through 

the grant funding from the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency.  I 

have been serving as the PATHS coach in both schools cheering on your teachers 

during monthly visits to the classrooms.  The first year we implemented in Grades K 

through 2, and this year we’re working with Grades 3 through 5.  So, this 

opportunity is to send three staff members to Chicago to showcase to an 

international audience the amazing things that are happening at Midd-West in 

PATHS, and this will be through a break-out session at the conference.  I will be 

selecting two teachers and one principal to accompany me to the conference.  The 

selection of teachers is a difficult one because all of the teachers do an incredible 

job with PATHS in their classrooms; however, adding their own unique touch to the 

curriculum.  I will, however, be selecting teachers from the K through 2 grades as 

this is their second year in the program.  They’ve had an entire year to go through 

the curriculum with their students lending them to a little more experience.  I’ve 

invited Erin Sheedy as the principal to the conference as she’s been with the 

program since the beginning.  Unfortunately, Dane left to go to the middle school.  

So, you’ll get to miss out on this opportunity.  Sorry, Dane.  The cost to the District 

for this opportunity will not exceed $2,000.00 in total.  The creators behind PATHS 

are waiving the conference fee, and the airfare is covered by Hempfield.  If the 

airfare would stay at the rate that it currently is or becomes lower, Hempfield could 

be able to pick up some other costs.  It has been and continues to be a pleasure to 

work with all the staff at Midd-West.  I’m impressed time and time again.  I know 

that after the grant ends, this program will continue to have a positive impact on 

the future for our youth.  Thank you.  Any questions?  I’m not sure if it has to go to 

a vote or not, but we wanted to present it to the Board. 

 

Mr. Abate stated we’ll put it on in February.   

 

Mr. Musselman inquired what were the dates again?  I’m sorry. 

 

Miss Shaffer responded third and fourth.  We would be leaving the second to fly out.  

The conference starts at 8:30 a.m. on the third. 

 

Mr. Abate inquired what days are they? 

 

Miss Shaffer responded Thursday and Friday.  Any other questions? 

 

Mr. Abate responded no.  Thank you so much. 

 

Miss Shaffer commented yeah.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Musselman commented thanks.  Appreciate it.  Thank you. 

 

  VI. STUDENT REPORTS                    Miss Libby R. Sankey and Master Dominick F. Abate 

 
  Mr. Abate stated our Student Reports, Miss Sankey and Master Abate are not here this 

  evening. One has a job, and the other one has a basketball game.  Mr. Edmiston, did  

  they bring their reports? 

 

  Mr. Edmiston responded yes, sir. 
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  Mr. Abate stated if you would, sir. 

 
  Mr. Edmiston reported on the following items: 

 

1) DECA Snow Ball 

 

The DECA Snow Ball was held on January 19 to raise money for the DECA state 

competition, and the raised $1,600.00. 
 

2) 2018-2019 Course Selection 

 

High school students are currently selecting courses for the 18-19 school year.  

 
3) DJ Choices Assembly 

 

The DJ Choices Assembly was held on January 19 to raise awareness of the opioid 

use and addiction. 

 

4) Winter Pep Rally 
 

The Winter Pep Rally was also held on the 19th and involved a student and faculty 

volleyball game. 

 

5) Mustang Apparel 
 

Mustang apparel line has launched and is for sale in the school store for those who 

want to stop by and check it out. 

 

6) Regional Band Qualifiers 

 
Two of our students, Hannah Hibbs and Megan Lessman, qualified for regional band 

and will be traveling to Wyoming School District. 

 

7) District Chorus 

 
This Thursday and Friday, Orry Walter, Ben Partera and Carson Witherite will 

compete at District Chorus in Milton, and there’s a concert this Saturday night for 

District Chorus. 

 

8) Winter Sports 

 
Winter sports are in full swing. 

 

  Mr. Abate inquired where is the chorus concert being held? 

 

  Mr. Edmiston responded the concert will be at Milton High School. 
 

  Mr. Abate commented thank you, sir. 

 

 VII. ITEMS FOR ACTION 

 

A.    BUSINESS AND FISCAL           Mr. Shawn A. Sassaman 

 
Mr. Sassaman stated you’ll have to bear with my voice tonight.  If there’s no 
objections, I’d like to combine Items 1., 2. and 3. for approval. 
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1.  MINUTES 

 

a. Approval is recommended of the minutes of the December 4, 2017, 

   reorganization/regular meeting of the Midd-West School District  

   Board of School Directors. 

 

b. Approval is recommended of the minutes of the December 11, 2017, 
special meeting of the Board of School Directors. 

 

c. Approval is recommended of the minutes of the January 8, 2018, 

regular meeting and work session of the Midd-West School District 

Board of Directors. 
  

2. LIST OF BILLS 

 

Approval is recommended of the list of bills for the period November 20, 

2017, through January 22, 2018. 

 
3. TREASURER’S REPORTS 

 

Approval is recommended for the Treasurer’s Reports for the General 

Fund, Capital Reserve Fund, Capital Projects Fund, Food Service Fund  

and Activity Fund for the period ending November 30, 2017.     
 

Approval is recommended for the Treasurer’s Reports for the General 

Fund, Capital Reserve Fund, Capital Projects Fund, Food Services Fund 

and Activity Fund for the period ending December 31, 2017. 

 

  Mr. Abate stated I have a motion for the Minutes, List of Bills and the 
  Treasurer’s Reports as is in your Board packet. 

 

  Mr. Nesbit seconded it. 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, Lauver, McKnight, Nesbit, Pinci, Rubillo,  
   Sassaman, Wilson 

No:  None 

9-0-0-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Mr. Sassaman stated again, if there’s no objections, we’ll combine Items  
4. and 5., Bus Drivers and Bus Stops, for approval. 

 

Mr. Abate stated I have a motion for Number 4., Bus Drivers, and 

Number 5. for the Bus Stops. 

 
 4.  BUS DRIVERS  

 

Approval is recommended for the following individuals as bus drivers for 

the 2017-2018 school year: 

 
Rohrer Bus 

 

Daniel O. Crossgrove effective January 11, 2018 

Melanie S. Yoder effective January 15, 2018 
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5. BUS STOPS 

 
Approval is recommended for the following bus stops: 

 

5438 Ridge Road, Beaver Springs 

3241 Paxtonville Road, Middleburg 

 

   Mr. Hoffman moved and Mr. Rubillo seconded it. 
 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, Lauver, McKnight, Nesbit, Pinci, Rubillo,  

   Sassaman, Wilson 

No:  None 

9-0-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED 

 

 6. PLANCON PART H – PROJECT FINANCING 

 

  Mr. Nesbit moved and Mr. Wilson seconded approval to grant  

  authorization for the Administration to submit PlanCon Part H, Project  

  Financing, to the Pennsylvania Department of Education for approval for  

  the West Snyder Elementary School Renovation Project. 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, Lauver, McKnight, Nesbit, Pinci, Rubillo,  

   Sassaman, Wilson 

No:  None 
9-0-0-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 
Mrs. Bzdil arrived at 7:12 p.m. 

 
7. 2017-2018 TUITION AGREEMENT – NEW STORY  

 

 Mr. Pinci moved and Mr. Nesbit seconded approval of the 2017-2018 

Tuition Agreement between New Story and the Midd-West School District 

for one (1) student at the $355.00 high rate per day for attendance that 

includes all services to be effective on August 23, 2017, through June 1, 
2018. 

 

 Discussion: 

 

 Mr. Abate commented, Mrs. Bzdil, this was on the agenda last month.  Is 
this a different student then? 

 

 Mrs. Bzdil responded this is a new student. 

 

 Mr. Abate commented this is a new student. 

 
 Mrs. Bzdil stated they came to our District in December. 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, Lauver, McKnight, Nesbit, Pinci, Rubillo,  

   Sassaman, Wilson 

No:  None 
9-0-0-0 

MOTION CARRIED 
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 8. USED PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT 

 
   Mr. Rubillo moved and Mr. McKnight seconded approval to grant  

   authorization to sell the used playground equipment on municibid.com.   

 

   Discussion: 

 

   Mr. Abate commented I believe you have a photo of the equipment in  
   your Board packets.  Mr. Thomas, this can’t be used at any of our  

   existing buildings? 

 

   Mr. Thomas responded possibly.  This was installed at Perry-West Perry 

   in 2001 by the Home and School Club.  In 2013 it was moved to  
   Middleburg Elementary and installed, and when the new equipment was 

   put in two years ago, a year ago, it was removed again and put in  

   storage. 

 

   Mr. Rubillo stated we had discussed this at the last Buildings and  

   Grounds meeting, and just sort of figured the expense to reinstall it, and  
   I don’t know how much more we can reuse it, it was the recommendation 

   of the Committee to go ahead and sell it. 

 

   Mr. Abate commented okay. 

 
   Mr. Musselman inquired does it have all its parts, Mr. Thomas, or is it 

   missing hardware? 

 

   Mr. Thomas responded as far as I am aware, all the parts are there.   

   There’s one climber that is broken and would have to be welded. 

 
   Mr. Musselman commented okay. 

 

   Mr. Abate inquired but it’s your recommendation that we? 

 

   Mr. Rubillo responded yes, that’s the recommendation of the Committee. 
 

   Mr. Abate commented okay. 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, Lauver, McKnight, Nesbit, Pinci, Rubillo,  

   Sassaman, Wilson 

No:  None 
9-0-0-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

 B.  POLICY AND PROGRAMS              Mr. Thomas J. Rubillo 

 

  Mr. Rubillo stated if there’s no objections, I would like to include all the items in  

  B., Items 1., 2. and 3. 

 

1.  REVISED POLICY GUIDE 003 – FUNCTIONS  
 

  Approval is recommended of revised Policy Guide 003, Functions, on 

  second and final reading. 
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2. NEW POLICY GUIDE 534.1 – SICK LEAVE BANK 

 
 Approval is recommended of new Policy Guide 534.1, Sick Leave Bank,  

 on second and final reading. 

 

3. AFFILIATION AGREEMENT WITH NEW YORK UNIVERSITY 

 

Approval is requested of an Affiliation Agreement with New York 
University to provide clinical training to students in one or more 

programs as set forth in Schedule 1 within the schools in the District to 

be effective on January 22, 2018, and continuing until termination by 

either Party.  

 
Mr. Nesbit moved and Mr. Sassaman seconded approval of Revised Policy 

Guide 003, Policy Guide 534.1, and Affiliation Agreement with New York 

University. 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, Lauver, McKnight, Nesbit, Pinci, Rubillo,  

   Sassaman, Wilson 
No:  None 

9-0-0-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

C.   PERSONNEL                         Mr. Thomas J. Rubillo 
 

 Mr. Rubillo stated if there’s objections, I would like to include all of the items in 

 C. 

 

1.   APPOINTMENTS 

 

  a.  EXTRA-CURRICULAR – VOLUNTEERS 
 

 Approval is recommended of the following individuals as volunteers for  

 the 2017-2018 school year: 

 

  Greta E. Biddle Track and Field Coach   MWHS 
  Ryan J. Swineford Baseball Coach   MWHS 

  Cameron K. Weaver Track and Field Coach  MWHS 

 

b. AFTER-SCHOOL TUTOR 

  

Approval is recommended of the following individual as an after-school 
tutor for the 2017-2018 school year at the hourly rate of $23.00 as 

indicated in the Collective Bargaining Agreement: 

 

Janet M. Heckman 

 
2.   ADDITION TO SUBSTITUTE LIST 

 

   a. CERTIFICATED  

 

Approval is recommended of the following individual as a certificated 

substitute at a rate of $90.00 per day for the 2017-2018 school year: 
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Area of Certification 

 
Matthew A. Wetzel  All Instructional Areas PK – 12  

 

3.  RESIGNATION 

 

Approval is requested to accept the following resignation: 

 
 Lance C. Burris  Effective:  January 5, 2018 

 Junior High Girls Soccer Coach 

 Midd-West Middle School 

 

 Mr. Sassaman moved and Mr. McKnight seconded approval of the Extra-
Curricular – Volunteers, After-School Tutor, Addition to Substitute List – 

Certificated and Resignation as listed on the agenda. 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, Lauver, McKnight, Nesbit, Pinci, Rubillo,  

   Sassaman, Wilson 

No:  None 
9-0-0-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

D. OTHER   

 
  1. MIDD-WEST HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL PROGRAM 

 

Mr. Rubillo moved and Mr. Nesbit seconded approval of a high school 

football program for the Midd-West School District contingent upon not 

receiving grant support for which the District shall pay for the coaching 

staff (pending approval of a Memorandum of Understanding by the Midd-
West Education Association and the Board, which will be needed to add 

football coaching positions to Appendix C of the current Collective 

Bargaining Agreement), game event staff, P.I.A.A. officials and custodial/ 

buildings and grounds staff to prepare and maintain the practice field 

and a game field for home games and for post-game clean-up, which will 
be paid for, in part, from gate receipts.  All other expenses associated 
with a football program at Midd-West School District will be the 
responsibility of the Midd-West Quarterback Club, Inc., at the time they 
become due.  Should the Midd-West Quarterback Club, Inc., default on any 
of their financial obligations, the football program at Midd-West School 
District will be suspended until such time that those financial obligations 
have been satisfied. 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Lauver, McKnight, Nesbit, Pinci, Rubillo, Sassaman,  

   Wilson 

No:  Hoffman 

8-1-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED 

 
Applause occurred at this time. 

 

 VIII. CLOSING CEREMONIES 

 

   



11 
 

 IX. PUBLIC COMMENT           Mr. Victor L. Abate 

 

 Comment from the public is limited to three (3) minutes per person, and at the  

 discretion of the Board President. 

 

 There were no public comments. 

 

    X. SCHEDULED SPEAKERS                     Mr. Victor L. Abate 

 

 There were no scheduled speakers. 

 

   XI.  REPORTS 

 

1.   SUPERINTENDENT         Mr. Richard J. Musselman 

 

 Mr. Musselman had no report but stated I know Mr. Stroup’s not going to be 

 here, but I know at our next meeting he’s going to give you a report on some 

 different things with academics.  So, I’ll just wait until he does that, but I really  

 have no additional report to give. 

 

2.   DIRECTOR OF CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION Mr. Joseph W. Stroup 

 

 Due to Mr. Stroup’s absence, there was no report. 

  

3.   BUSINESS AND FISCAL      Mr. Michael A. Miller 

 

 Mr. Miller had no report but stated I wanted to quickly say this is my last  

 meeting as Midd-West’s Business Manager, and I want to say thank you to the  

 Board for the opportunity. 

 

 Mr. Abate commented thank you, Mr. Miller, for everything you’ve done for us. 

 It’s greatly appreciated, sir. 

 

4.   STUDENT ATHLETIC ACTIVITIES    Mrs. Bree A. Solomon 

 

 Due to Mrs. Solomon’s absence, there was no report. 

 

5.   FOOD SERVICE OPERATIONS      Mr. John S. Rosselli 

 

 Due to Mr. Rosselli’s absence, there was no report. 

 

6.   MAINTENANCE AND FACILITIES      Mr. Gary L. Thomas 

 

 Mr. Thomas had no report. 

 

7.   CENTRAL SUSQUEHANNA INTERMEDIATE UNIT                Mr. Victor L. Abate 

 

 Mr. Abate had no report. 

 

8.   SUN AREA TECHNICAL INSTITUTE           Mr. Ronald L. Hoffman 

 

 Mr. Hoffman reported on the following items: 
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1) Meeting on Thursday, January 18, 2018 

 

Basically, talking about enrollment numbers for each of the programs. 

 

2) Occupational Advisory Council 

 

There’s another outfit that’s working. 

 

Mr. Musselman stated there’s an Occupational Advisory Council.  One of the 

things that they do is they work, if you don’t mind,  

 

Mr. Hoffman responded no, go ahead. 

 

Mr. Musselman stated one of the things that they do is they work with the 

teachers, and they come in, and they give advice on the programs that 

they’re running.  One of the things they came up with now that some of the 

renovations and work is done over there, some of the class sizes are bigger.  

Do we want to actually expand the program or not expand the program, and 

that will be a debate that happens.  They do have additional size, so we 

possibly could expand the program which the more students that are over, 

the more cost effective it is to run the program.  So, that is a discussion 

point that I imagine in the next couple of months they will continue to work 

on because I don’t think.  I think it’s back and forth, and while I’m on it, if 

you don’t mind, Mr. Hoffman, we will have the budget for the SUN Tech on 

the February agenda for you to look at and then hopefully approve. 

 

Mr. Abate stated I believe the CSIU budget will also be ready. 

 

Mr. Musselman stated I’m sorry, Mr. Hoffman, I didn’t mean to step on your 

toes there. 

 

Mr. Hoffman stated no, no.  You didn’t, and also just to mention that our 

meeting for March.  I think it’s the 12th.  I forget.  I think that’s the date. 

 

Mr. Abate commented that’s the first Monday or first meeting day. 

 

Mr. Musselman stated it’s our workshop meeting.  So, we’ll be over at SUN 

Tech.  So, please mark your calendars that we will be at SUN Tech the first 

March meeting. 

 

Mr. Hoffman stated I think it’s 6:00. 

 

Mr. Musselman commented I believe you’re right.   

 

Mr. Abate commented last time or last year it snowed. 

 

Mr. Musselman stated well, it will start at 7:00 but 6:00 they’ll be there if 

people want to take a tour of the new facilities and different things, and we 

can remind you a little bit closer as well.  So, if you haven’t been there, you 

should go and take a tour and look at that facility.  I think she’ll take you 

over to the new building, too, and see that because if you took a tour before 

and you saw how crowded things were, you’ll see a lot different now.  Yeah, 

it’s nice. 
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9.   PSBA LIAISON       Mr. Ronald E. Wilson 

 

  Mr. Wilson had no report. 

 

10.   POLICY COMMITTEE              Mr. Thomas J. Rubillo 

 

 Mr. Rubillo reported on the following item: 

 

1) Next Committee Meeting 

 

The next Policy Committee meeting will be February 12 prior to the work 

session at 6:00 here at West Snyder, and we’re going to move through some 

more policies. 

 

11.   BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE            Mr. Thomas J. Rubillo 

 

 Mr. Rubillo reported on the following item: 

 

1) Next Committee Meeting 

 

February 1 at 5:00 p.m. at the Administrative building will be our next 

Buildings and Grounds Committee meeting. 

 

12.   FINANCE/BUDGET COMMITTEE          Mr. Shawn A. Sassaman 

 

 Mr. Sassaman reported on the following item: 

 

1) Resignation of Business Manager 

 

Budget/Finance we regret to see Mr. Miller take his leave.  We’ll let some 

new personnel get their feet wet and then probably schedule some meetings 

a little closer together to get back on track with that. 

 

13.   PROFESSIONAL STAFF NEGOTIATION COMMITTEE  Mr. Shawn A. Sassaman 

 

 Mr. Sassaman stated unfortunately, I was ill for the first one, and then the  

 weather got us for the second one, but we are starting down that road. 

 

14.   SUPPORT STAFF NEGOTIATION COMMITTEE             Mr.  Donald D. Pinci 

 

 Mr. Pinci had no report. 

 

15.   TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE            Mr. Ronald L. Hoffman 

 

 Mr. Hoffman had no report. 

 

16.   BOARD AND/OR ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS      Mr. Victor L. Abate 

 

 Mrs. Bzdil stated I’d like to share that the paraprofessionals had some exciting  

 training at the in-service last week.  They learned about inclusive practices,  

 reading comprehension interventions and fine motor and visual motor skills  

 practice.  So, I know they really enjoyed the afternoon session. 

 

 Mr. Abate inquired how’s your Work Foundations? 
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 Mrs. Bzdil inquired the School-to-Work Program? 

 

 Mr. Abate responded yes.  How’s that working? 

 

 Mrs. Bzdil responded I believe it’s going well.  Students are out in the  

 community and out and around the District doing job-related activities.  It’s  

 going well.  Would you like to have them come back? 

 

 Mr. Abate responded I would.  I would. 

 

 Mrs. Bzdil commented okay. 

 

 Mr. Abate commented you had this last year.  Did any graduate?   

 

 Mrs. Bzdil responded we had two students graduate who were in the program. 

 

 Mr. Abate inquired did they get permanent placements? 

 

 Mrs. Bzdil responded I haven’t been in touch with one of them.   

 

 Mr. Edmiston had no report. 

 

 Mr. Brown reported we actually started the scheduling process which was  

 mentioned by the student representatives.  We’re hoping to have the schedule 

 finalized by the end of the school year so students will have their schedules 

 before they leave for summer vacation instead of waiting until the end of  

 summer to have them.  So, we’re pretty excited about that.  Getting that started 

 early so hopefully we have all the kinks worked out by the end of the school 

 year.  Also, we formed a committee of staff members at the high school.  The 

 Class of 2019 and 2020 will have to meet requirements as far as passing 

 Keystone Exams.  We scheduled a committee to put together some type of  

 program for the students who aren’t able to pass those Keystone Exams to meet 

 the state requirement.  So, we’re meeting on Friday.  It’s our first meeting, and  

 we’re going to start working on that, gathering some ideas and come up with a  

 Midd-West Program for those students. 

 

 Mr. Aucker reported I just wanted to touch base on the middle school and high 

 school teachers that have 15 combined teachers; 6 at the middle school and 9 at  

 the high school participating in Project Respect through Penn State University.   

 It’s an acronym that stands for Responding in Emotionally Supportive Positive 

 ways in Educational Communication Skills Training, and basically it’s helping 

 teachers develop interpersonal skills with students.  So, they’ve been  

 participating for a week now from 7:00 to 8:00 in the morning since January 16, 

   and they’ll wrap it up in two days, and then they’ll be in their classrooms  

   implementing it.   

 

   Mrs. Hutchinson stated there are some things at your table from Middleburg 

   Elementary students.  There’s a bag of treats there from the fourth graders, and 

   you can see the clever little message on the bag where they’ve given you a little 

   thank you greeting using all the different kind of candies embedded in.  You also 

   have a student name plate there that looks like a kaleidoscope picture.  So, I’d  

   like to read to you what that represents.  Kaleidoscope names, and these are 

   from fifth graders.  We chose this project to remind you that we think our 

   schools are very much like a kaleidoscope.  To us the kaleidoscope is colorful, 
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   constantly changing but beautiful every time you look.  Our schools are like 

   that, too.  Students of different color, different backgrounds, rich and poor,  

   black and white, gifted to special needs.  We hope you remember that like a 

   Kaleidoscope, we are constantly changing but remain beautiful and different.   

   We thank you for serving our schools and hope that you continue to make  

   decisions that are best for our ever-changing student body.  We are colorful.  We 

   constantly change.  We are Midd-West and proud of it. 

 

   Mr. Abate commented thank you, Mrs. Hutchinson.  Please give them our 

   thank you. 

 

   Mrs. Hutchinson responded I will. 

 

   Miss Sheedy stated so there are also a few cards and letters and a candy bar 

   with a little saying from West Snyder as well as well there are posters hanging 

   up that are for you as well.  So, elementary students just took a little bit of time 

   to learn this month about what the School Board does and to say thank you for 

   all of the decisions that you guys make that effect their lives every day. 

 

   Mr. Abate commented please pass our thank you to the students. 

 

   Mr. Pinci stated I would like to thank everyone for the letters, comments made 

   over the last couple of weeks.  Very beneficial. 

 

  XII. ADJOURNMENT           Mr. Victor L. Abate 

 

 Mr. Hoffman moved and Mr. Nesbit seconded a motion to adjourn the January 22,  

 2018, regular Board meeting at 7:31 p.m. 

 

 Yes: Abate, Hoffman, Lauver, McKnight, Nesbit, Pinci, Rubillo, Sassaman, Wilson 
 No: None 

 9-0-0-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

 

Recording Secretary: Chairperson: Date: 

 

 

           
 

 

 

 

 


