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MIDD-WEST SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Regular Meeting 
Middleburg Elementary School 

Gymnasium 
Monday, August 28, 2017 

 
A QUALITY EDUCATION FOR ALL, FOR LIFE 

 

 

   I. OPENING CEREMONY 

 

  II. CALL TO ORDER:  7:04 p.m.         Mr. Victor L. Abate 

  

 III. ROLL CALL:            Mr. Victor L. Abate  

 

 BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS         PRESENT    ABSENT    LATE ARRIVAL 

 

 Mr. Victor L. Abate, President X 

 Mrs. Sherryl L. Wagner, Vice President X 

 Mr. Shawn A. Sassaman, Treasurer X 

 Mr. Ronald L. Hoffman X 

 Mr. Tony G. McKnight X 

 Mr. Christopher T. Nesbit X 

 Mr. Thomas J. Rubillo X 

 Mr. Jeremy M. Tittle X 

 Mr. Ronald E. Wilson   X 

 Mr. Richard J. Musselman, Superintendent  X 

   (Non-Voting Member)  

 Ms. Allyson L. Folk, Secretary (Non-Member) X 

 

 OTHERS 

 

 Mr. Joseph W. Stroup, Director of Curriculum and Instruction 

 Mr. Michael A. Miller, Business Manager 

 Attorney Mark J. Remy 

 Mr. Dane S. Aucker, Principal, Midd-West Middle School 

 Mr. Jeremy D. Brown, Assistant Principal, Midd-West High School 

 Mrs. Lee C. Bzdil, Supervisor of Special Education 

 Mr. Thor R. Edmiston, Principal Midd-West High School 

 Ms. Cynthia L. Hutchinson, Principal, Middleburg Elementary School 

 Miss Erin C. Sheedy, Principal, West Snyder Elementary School 

 Mrs. Bree A. Solomon, Athletic Director 

 Mr. Gary L. Thomas, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 

 Mr. Donald Arbogast 

 Mrs. Terry Arbogast 

 Mr. Richard Aucker 

 Ms. Nakea Bennett 

 Mr. Daniel Bishop 

 Mrs. Molly Bishop 

 Ms. Renee Dunkelberger  

 Mr. Daniel Englehart 

 Ms. Julie Eriksson 
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 Ms. Jean Fawver 

 Mrs. Georgina Ferriero 

 Mr. Michael Ferriero 

 Mrs. Kathy Felker  

 Mr. Brett Fisher 

 Mr. Karon Franklin 

 Ms. Tabitha Goodling 

 Mr. Tim Grover 

 Mr. Alan Hartman 

 Mr. Justin Haynes 

 Miss Jennifer Hummel 

 Mr. Fred Keller 

 Mrs. Jamie Kline 

 Mr. Randy Kline 

 Mr. Derek Master 

 Ms. Molly McCullin 

 Ms. Marcia Moore 

 Mr. Pat O’Brien 

 Mrs. M. Kay Poeth 

 Mrs. Heather Portzline 

 Mr. Jamie Portzline 

 Mr. Logan Pursley 

 Mr. Ed Robinson 

 Mrs. Judy Robinson 

 Mr. Bill Robinson 

 Mrs. Carla Sauer 

 Mr. Christopher Sauer 

 Mr. Lynn Saylor 

 Mrs. Kathy Shea 

 Mrs. Lettie Siska 

 Mr. Stephen Siska 

 Ms. Michele Snook 

 Mr. Adam Steininger, Jr. 

 Mrs. Shanda Swineford 

 Mr. Dale Tittle 

 Mrs. Susan Tittle 

 Mr. Scott Umstead 

 Mrs. Marsha Wagner 

 Mr. Timothy Wagner 

 Mr. Brad Wilt 

 Mrs. LaTonya Wilt 

 Mrs. B. J. Wolfley 

 Mr. Hunter Wolfley 

 Mr. Michael Wolfley 

 Mr. Myron Yoder 

 Ms. Trudy Yoder 

 Mr. James Zack 

 Mr. Nathaniel Zechman 

 Approximately 15 Additional Concerned Citizens 

 

Mr. Abate announced at 7:05 p.m. at this time we are going to take a brief five to ten-minute 

Executive Session.  An issue had come up earlier this afternoon. 

 

The Board reconvened at 7:20 p.m. 
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Mr. Abate stated we did discuss a student and a contract issue this evening. 

 

  IV. PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS 

 

 Public comment is restricted to three (3) minutes per speaker and on the subject of 

Agenda Action Items only.  Any individual who wishes to address the Board on an 

agenda item should contact the Board Secretary by 1:00 p.m. the day of the Board 

meeting at (570) 837-0046, Ext, 1100. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

 Mr. Abate stated we have a presenter this evening.  Mr. James Zack from P.I.A.A.  

 District IV.  Mr. Zack, if you would please. 

 

 Mr. Zack stated apparently, you got a lot of people interested in football tonight.   

 

 Round of applause and shouting occurred at this time. 

 

 Mr. Zack inquired do we have any NFL fans? 

 

 Responses and claps occurred at this time. 

 

 Mr. Zack inquired are you a Steelers fan or an Eagles fan? 

 

 Responses were shouted out at this time. 

 

 Mr. Zack stated so I wish I was representing NFL, but if you don’t know me, I’m Jim 

 Zack, and my day job I’m the Superintendent in Shamokin Area School District.  So, I 

 sympathize with all of you coming out for the Board meeting in that regard, but in  

 my free time I’m the Chairman of District IV P.I.A.A. and President of P.I.A.A. and also 

 Football Chairman in District IV.  So, obviously, football is of interest.  I played football. 

 I coached football, did all those things and fortunate enough to be a season ticket  

 holder for the Steelers.  So, I apologize if you’re an Eagle fan, but tonight we’re all NFL  

 fans because what I’m sharing with the Board tonight is last week, did anybody play 

 the Powerball? 

 

 A response from the audience was yeah. 

 

 Mr. Zack stated okay.  I did.  I woke up.  I checked my numbers.  I got nothing, but  

 Friday morning I woke up and went to work, and in the morning I got a call from  

 P.I.A.A. Headquarters, and they said, “Oh, by the way, we just got off the phone with 

 the NFL.  They have this program called High School Football Kickstart.”  So, what does 

 that mean?  He says, “Well, they’ve gone through the NFHS which is the National  

 Federation of High Schools, and they’ve selected five states, and Pennsylvania is one of 

 them and within that state they’re going to select a school to either help restore a 

 football program or start a football program,” and with that regard if the school is  

 chosen based on their costs, the NFL will pay for everything; start-up costs, uniforms, 

 coach, the insurance.  In addition to that, it’s the NFL’s intent to sponsor that program 

 for at least a three-year period, and obviously, the Board has a tough decision.  You 

 know money is tough to come by, and we all understand that, but we think that Midd- 

 West would have an excellent chance to be the recipient of that.  Obviously, I can’t 

 speak for the NFL, and nothing is guaranteed, but I would say we’re not facing a third 

 and long here.  We’re facing maybe a second and short.  So, you know, that being said, 

 I don’t know all the details, but I do know that anytime you get something for free, you 
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 know that’s great news.  So, I’ll entertain any questions that the Board members may 

 have and try to answer them to the best of my ability. 

 

 Mr. Nesbit stated thank you for coming this evening.  I appreciate your information.  

 How soon do you expect to have an answer back from the NFL? 

 

 Mr. Zack responded I think they’ve been working through some of the numbers with 

 Admin here.  One of the things was whether or not there were existing sponsorships, 

 equipment, those kinds of things, and we cleared that hurdle.  I think the next step is 

 to have the numbers, the viable numbers, to get to the NFL.  That’s what they want to 

 look at.  I think they have a budget for these five schools in the five states, and so they 

 want to make that fit their budget.  So, I think they’re making that determination  

 pretty quickly.  I think they’re planning some big show at the Pro Bowl, that kind of  

 thing.  I think they want to bring the winning schools there and introduce them.  I don’t  

 know that to be 100%, but I think that’s obviously a possibility.  This would be for the  

 2018 season. 

 

 Mr. Nesbit inquired what is the deadline for us to file with P.I.A.A. to start our own 

 team to be able to participate in the 2018 season? 

 

 Mr. Zack responded well, I think.  There is no deadline as in co-ops because obviously 

 situations occur whether it be financially to or not where teams have not had seasons  

 or have seasons.  So, obviously, the sooner the better.  I think the bigger hurdle you  

 face is getting that schedule with whether in a conference or an independent.  It’s not  

 so much the P.I.A.A. go ahead because I think that would be immediate once you have 

 the sponsors for it, you become eligible immediately if you desire so at the varsity level. 

 

 Mr. Nesbit inquired so what would the deadline be for getting on the schedule and then 

 registering to play as many games as possible? 

 

 Mr. Zack responded that would be more a Heartland question.  It’s not an issue.  Some 

 districts do the schedule themselves.  For example, District VII assigns a schedule.  In  

 case of District IV, it’s the number of leagues whether it’s Tri-County League, the 

 Heartland League, the Northern Tier League and so forth.  I think it’s a matter of trying 

 to fill those spots.  Now, the schedule particularly in the Heartland is up this year, and 

 I know they’ve been working on various versions of that.  So, I don’t think it’s  

 impossible to get games, but, obviously, that’s always a drawback. 

 

 Mrs. Wagner inquired does the schedule have anything to do with the NFL grant? 

 

 Mr. Zack responded no, I don’t think the NFL has never mentioned anything about the 

 schedule.  I think it’s more so, obviously, working with the local leagues to get games. 

 

 Mrs. Wagner commented okay. 

 

 Mr. Zack stated obviously, we’ve been told we can in District IV try to foster that.  I  

 mean not many times schools want to start a football team.  So, the league with 

 numbers the way they are, teams are not sponsoring sports.  So, we look at it as a  

 great thing if that’s possible. 

 

 Mr. Abate stated I know, Mr. Zack, I spoke to you briefly on Friday afternoon, late  

 Friday afternoon.  Was there any mention of the fact of renovating the field, the existing 

 field that we have, or is this just for equipment, transportation, uniforms and things of 

 that sort? 
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 Mr. Zack responded I think it’s.  They haven’t said specifically, but I would imagine, you 

 know, when you talk about stadium renovations, that goes in the hundreds of  

 thousands of dollars.  I’m not sure that that’s part of it.  I know it’s start-up costs, and 

 they said things like recondition equipment, coaching salaries, insurance, all those 

 kinds of things. 

 

 Mr. Abate commented okay. 

 

 Mr. Musselman stated excuse me, but I know you don’t have a lot of information.  I 

 talked to you twice on Friday.  I called and thought it was a practical joke number one, 

 and then number two, I needed to call back because thinking of this so many  

 questions came up, and even since that time, I know we’ve had some e-mails back and 

 forth as far as that goes, but we’re looking at, we don’t have a program at all, and  

 you’re well aware of that, but along with the football goes our band and our  

 cheerleading and those kinds of things.  Are we?  Are we?  And maybe you can’t answer 

 that, and I’m sorry for putting you on the spot, but can we actually look at the entire 

 experience for football?  Do you know?  Is the NFL looking at? 

 

 Mr. Zack responded that we would have to work with them. 

 

 Mr. Musselman commented okay.   

 

 Mr. Zack stated it is football specific because you have an existing band.  You have 

 existing cheerleaders, I assume. 

 

 Mr. Musselman stated but they don’t travel to any of our games.  They don’t. 

 

 Mr. Zack stated I think your transportation costs are probably your transportation  

 costs.  I’m sure you have a smart business manager. 

 

 Mr. Musselman commented okay.  Alright, but I guess we can ask, right? 

 

 Mr. Zack stated that was off the record. 

 

 Laughter occurred at this time. 

 

 Mr. Musselman stated well, I guess one thing the Board would need to do is they could 

 vote this, start a team contingent upon this coming through or at least being able to get 

 that because obviously, that’s a huge piece of it if it’s going to cover our program for the 

 next three years.  That’s huge, and I imagine the sooner the better because it seems like 

 thing has been really on the fast track getting a call Friday to actually having 

 conservations today, and they want us to give them numbers as far what things are 

 going to cost like tomorrow.  So, you’re recommending that we move as quick as  

 possible. 

 

 Mr. Zack responded yeah, and I would hope so, and obviously, I think it’s prudent to be 

 contingent upon those lines.  I mean we’re always hopeful, but I’m not the NFL.  I 

 certainly give them my two cents in my involvement.  Obviously, I live in District IV.  I 

 would love to see another football team, but I also know that it’s not easy being a  

 School Board member.  I think it’s the first time I ever spoke at a public meeting on this 

 side of the microphone.  I’ve had a lot of opportunity to answer questions on that side. 

 I appreciate everything School Board members do because I know it’s not an easy job, 

 and money is not easy to come by.  Obviously, I think football is pretty important, or I 

 wouldn’t be involved to my extent or being here tonight for that matter. 
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 Mr. Rubillo inquired where are we at now in the application process?  Was anything  

 started at all? 

 

 Mr. Zack responded yes, as a matter of fact, our people at P.I.A.A. Headquarters, Dr.  

 Lombardi, our Executive Director; Mark Byers our SFO and our Assistant Director, Pat 

 Gebhart, have had conversations with the NFL and have discussed Midd-West  

 specifically to this situation.  We feel that it represents Pennsylvania football at its  

 fullest with a team without football so to speak.  We think that football teams across  

 the state are very representative of what exists here at Midd-West.  So, there’s been  

 preliminary information shared back and forth. So, now it’s a matter of those overall  

 numbers.  I know the NFL people were interested in getting them as soon as possible.   

 

Mr. Abate stated, Mr. Zack, I do have a motion that will be presented to the Board this 

 evening at the end of the meeting for specifically your presentation that you gave 

 tonight.  So, you’ll know by the end of the evening what the Board has decided to do. 

 

Mr. Zack stated I appreciate the Board’s time.  I’m not going to stay for the actual vote. 

I know.  I’m sorry about that, but I have enough Board meetings over the years, and I 

do have three kids that I don’t see that often and a wife and two dogs and a lawn that I  

 haven’t mowed in about three weeks, but I give you all the credit in the world for  

 consideration of this and wish you all the best, and I know all these people came out 

 here tonight, and I’m going to donate a football to get the thing started.  So, at least 

 you have one football.  So, thank you, everyone. 

 

A round of applause occurred at this time. 

 

 Mr. Abate stated I guess we have three scheduled speakers this evening for items on  

 the agenda.  Mr. Daniel Bishop, if you could sign in, please.  This evening, we are going  

 to limit the speaking time to three minutes. 

 

   V. SCHEDULED SPEAKERS                                                              Mr. Victor L. Abate 

 

1) Mr. Daniel Bishop – Football Program 

 

Mr. Bishop stated good evening.  Thank you for letting me speak again tonight.  My 

name is Dan Bishop.  I’m a volunteer coach for the East Juniata Tiger Junior High 

high school team.  Back in February we brought the Tigers together in the high 

school for the first open gym of the year.  The boys were still excited.  They were on 

a high from last year.  It was the best year they’ve had in years.  So, they came 

thinking that they were going to hear about the upcoming 2017 season, and their 

dreams were really shattered by the announcement that Juniata County was voting 

to cancel the co-op after another year.  Thankfully, we got one more year for the co-

op, and it was very hard to look at the young men’s faces with looks of uncertainty 

knowing we might not have a season after this year or not.  I’ve watched most of 

these boys grow up, and I was fortunate enough to coach them for the past seven 

years.  I’ve seen them sacrifice blood, sweat and tears.  All they dreamed about as 

kids was to play Midd-West High School football.  I can still him them yelling, “We 

are Midd-West.”  One of the greatest things for me as a father was to watch my boy 

play on the very same field that I played on in high school.  He got to play on a 

Mifflin County field, Mitchell Field, for most of the youth programs and for a few of 

the games in junior high.  I would like these boys to have the same experience that 

I’ve had to watch their kids play on the same field and to know that they were the 

first Mustangs to do so.  There’s a video, The Boys of Fall.  It’s a documentary, and 

in that documentary Sean Payton is a coach of the New Orleans Saints and gives a 
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pep talk to his Al Ma Mater in Naperville High School.  He talked to the boys about 

the realization that you can only have so many Friday nights.  That feeling that you 

get when you play a Friday night game when they go, they’re gone forever.  Right 

now, our boys only have the realization of nine more home football, nine more 

Friday night games.  If you vote for a Mifflinburg co-op, some of our boys will not get 

to play Friday night.  I counted 62 Mifflinburg players last week at our scrimmage.  

If you add our students to that roster, as we heard at the last School Board 

meeting, many of them will not even get to dress on Friday nights.  John Madden 

also said in that documentary that coaching is giving a player the opportunity to 

succeed.  We, as a community, have the responsibility to do what is right for our 

kids so that they succeed.  I’m asking you to please vote no for the Mifflinburg co-op 

and make a motion to approve a Midd-West team.  Then, if our kids should start 

their football teams as a Mustang, end their high school careers as Mustangs.  

Thank you. 

 

A round of applause occurred at this time. 

 

Mr. Abate commented thank you, Mr. Bishop.  We also have this evening, Mr. Own 

Zechman.  Good evening, Owen. 

 

2) Mr. Owen Zechman – Football Program 

 

Mr. Zechman commented good evening.  Hello.  Hi, I’m Owen Zechman.  I’m a junior 

at Midd-West High School.  I play football for E.J./Midd-West Tigers.  Since I 

started playing, I made first-team Daily Item All-Star, and I was National Prep 

College Showcase.  Only a few in the country get chosen for this.  I was nine years 

old when I started playing Pee Wee with the Mustangs.  I would love to finish my 

high school career playing for Midd-West and with my brothers since Pee Wees.  I 

would love to wear the Mustang colors one more time before I graduate.  Thank you 

for your time. 

 

Mr. Abate commented thank you. 

 

  A round of applause occurred at this time. 

 

Mr. Abate commented we have a Mr. Michael Ferriero.   

 

3) Mr. Michael Ferriero – Football Program 

 

Mr. Ferriero distributed a packet of information to the Board members titled, “Cost 

to Start Up the Midd-West Football Program in 2018.” 

 

Mr. Ferriero stated I’d like to thank you for having me.  I’m just here.  I’m Mike 

Ferriero.  I’m just here to speak on behalf of the Boosters and the Midd-West 

community.  What I handed you there because of time constraints and holding it to 

three minutes, I just did a quick costs analysis of everything that you had included 

from the PowerPoint from March.  So, all of the inventory that you had included 

there, I ran the numbers.  If you spend the $2,000.00 to buy the equipment from 

Juniata, you will see the estimated cost, which is your cost, from the PowerPoint.  

You will see the actual cost which are the numbers that I came up with, not just 

make believe, but if you look on Pages 3 through 6, that is a itemized list of all the 

inventory that would come, the prices of each and the total of what it would come 

out to.  I direct your attention to the bottom there, the Total Costs, your estimated 

cost around $140,000.00.  Our costs would be $86,000.00.  You can see the 
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significant cost savings if you just spend the $2,000.00 to buy the equipment from  

Juniata.  On the right-hand side, you see the Money we Have and the Money we’ll 

Get.  That’s projected right there at $104,000.00.  We already have donations and 

pledges.  We already have the youth football coming through with us.  The Tiger 

Boosters is estimated.  The concession stand just made $3,500.00 on Friday night 

for the first game of the season, and then you can see the player fees to home.  All 

I’m doing is asking you and the District to supply the $21,000.00 that it takes, that 

you have paid for the past number of years, and a football team will be possible.  

So, you see that on the first year we’ll be able to save $17,000.00, rollover 

$17,000.00 into year two.  Now, the year two costs would obviously be a lot cheaper 

because you don’t need to get everything again; 8 helmets, 8 shoulder pads.  Just to 

stick up with that.  Skip with the supplies.  So, again, the number there at the 

bottom, you have $78,000.00.  The District has $78,000.00, and the numbers 

would come out to $62,000.00.  Only $49,000.00 I projected because we don’t have 

contributions, and we don’t have sponsorships currently, yet, for year two.  Can’t 

predict the future, obviously.  So, there would be a different of $13,000.00 which 

would be covered by the first year rollover costs.  I’m not going to go through the 

whole inventory list.  You can see that.  I included your PowerPoint at the end of it 

as well that I checked off everything that I included in there.  From my experience 

as a head coach, I’ve done the budget before so this is not anything new to me.  

What I also did was, is direct your attention to Page 8.  I was able to contact over 

280 coaches/athletic directors and come up with a schedule.  This isn’t a make 

believe schedule.  This is a schedule where these opponents and schools have 

already said yes, we are in, if you start a football program.  So, all that would have 

to happen is vote no for Mifflinburg and then vote yes to start our own program.  

Ms. Solomon can just contact these coaches and get these teams on the schedule 

with home and aways already there.  The ones highlighted in yellow, they did not 

get back to me, but, again, the schedule is there.  Transportation costs, Ms. 

Solomon. 

 

Mr. Abate commented I’m sorry, sir, your three minutes are up.  Thank you.  Thank  

you very much. 

 

Mr. Ferriero inquired any questions? 

 

Mrs. Wagner inquired are you currently involved with the program right now? 

 

Mr. Ferriero responded I am.  I’m an assistant coach. 

 

Mrs. Wagner inquired assistant with E.J.? 

 

Mr. Ferriero responded yep.  I was a head coach over at Lewisburg for the past three 

years, previous three years.  I coached at Susquehanna.  I coached at Selinsgrove as 

well.  So, budgeting is nothing new.  So, again, thank you for your time, and again, 

any questions.  Like I had a few questions, but I guess since my three minutes is 

up, I can’t get no more. 

 

Mr. Abate stated well, you can come back at the end of the meeting where Public 

Comment is again, and. 

 

Mr. Ferriero stated okay.  I didn’t know.  Will that give me another three minutes 

again? 

 

Mrs. Wagner commented let him talk. 
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Mr. Abate stated you know what?  Finish.  Go ahead and finish. 

 

Mr. Ferriero stated I appreciate it. 

 

A round of applause occurred at this time. 

 

Mr. Ferriero stated so there was just from the PowerPoint just a few things that I 

was.  I didn’t understand where the numbers came from.  On the first page, you can 

see highlighted in green, the Game Fees in the green for $11,000.00 and then the 

Other Fees at $1,500.00.  I didn’t really understand where those fees came from.  

So, I was just trying to just ask for clarification on what those fees are.  The 

$1,500.00 I just kind of assumed security, game managers, according to your Board 

minutes that’s what that adds up to, but the $11,000.00 I really didn’t know what 

that was for.  Does anybody?  Can anybody enlighten me on what that includes?  I 

included it obviously just because I didn’t know what is was so I didn’t want to cut 

that cost. 

 

Mrs. Solomon responded Game Fees would be those things such as officials, game 

managers, announcer, clock, chains, all of those types of things that it takes to run 

an event. 

 

Mr. Ferriero commented okay.  I just saw the official fees separate from the game 

fees on the PowerPoint so that’s why I included it in there twice.  So, if the officials 

are included in the Game Fees, you can also take out another $4,700.00 from my 

actual costs to bring that cost for us to start our own program down a little bit 

lower.  I did include them.  I worked with a referee.  They got paid $75.00.  He 

thinks it might be going up to $80.00.  There’s six varsity referees that you have 

every Friday night and five for jv and junior high.  So, that number did increase.  I 

just wanted you guys, the District, to be aware of that number as well through my 

communication with him.  The other thing, the last thing I wanted to say about the 

scheduling was when you refer Page 8 again, on that schedule that was put 

together, I also teach with the Montgomery Athletic Director over the summer, and 

his calculation for the transportation costs were his calculations just what he uses 

at Montgomery.  On the bottom of that, it says Montgomery, what they do is they 

pay $8168 for up to 30 miles, and then $1.83 per mile over that.  The drivers get 

paid minimum wage, and that starts when you arrive at the away stadium and then 

you leave that away stadium.  So, they call that layover time).  So, we just 

calculated that at five.  Get there at 5:30 and leave at 10:30, usual Friday night 

game.  I did not know what ours were so that’s why you see those costs there, and 

you can see transportation costs that the District had on the PowerPoint at 

$9,500.00 that costs comes down, 1) saving $6,000.00 for practices, if we can 

practice right here outside the school; 2) if your transportation costs are anything 

around what this is.  He just said that they’re kind of in the middle of the road.  So, 

that’s why the transportation costs on the first page and second page are a lot less 

than what was presented in there as well from the PowerPoint, and the NFL grant 

that was obviously a surprise.  I had no idea that he was going to be here to talk 

about that, and I heard, I believe it was you, Mr. Musselman, that said you know 

maybe we can start a program on the contingent that if this grant comes through 

for us.  Well, we have the opportunity, the unique opportunity, to start a program 

on our own.  We will never get this opportunity again.  We’ll never be able to buy 

$60,000.00 worth of equipment for only $2,000.00.  So, five years down the road, if 

we decide all of a sudden to start a football program then on our own, the cost is 

going to increase a lot.  That’s when you’re going to see your taxes and everything 

that you don’t want raised, raised.  So, I’m saying tonight, and I’m just proposing 
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that we throw out that Mifflinburg co-op option and vote no to it and start a new 

proposal to begin the process to get our own program started.  Now’s the time to do 

that.  Thank you. 

 

A round of applause occurred at this time. 

 

  VI. ITEMS FOR ACTION 

 

A. BUSINESS AND FISCAL                     Mr. Shawn A. Sassaman 

 

1.  MINUTES 
 

a. Mrs. Wagner moved and Mr. Tittle seconded approval of the minutes 

of the June 26, 2017, regular meeting of the Midd-West School 

District Board of Directors. 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  
   Wagner 

No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

2. LIST OF BILLS 

 

Mr. Rubillo moved and Mr. Nesbit seconded approval of the list of bills 

for the period June 27, 2017, through August 28, 2017, chargeable 

against the funds and accounts indicated as presented and as included 
in the supporting documents. 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 
Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

3. TREASURER’S REPORTS 

 
Mr. Nesbit moved and Mr. Rubillo seconded approval for the Treasurer’s  

Reports for the General Fund, Capital Reserve Fund, Capital Projects  

Fund, Food Service Fund and Activity Fund for the period ending  

June 30, 2017.   

 
 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

Mr. Nesbit moved and Mrs. Wagner seconded approval for the 

Treasurer’s Reports for the General Fund, Capital Reserve Fund, Capital 

Projects Fund, Food Service Fund and Activity Fund for the period 

ending July 31, 2017.   
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 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 
No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

4. 2017-2018 LIST OF BUS DRIVERS 
 

Mr. Tittle moved and Mr. Rubillo seconded approval of the list of bus 

drivers for Rohrer Bus for the 2017-2018 school year. 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  
   Wagner 

No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 
 5. BUS DRIVERS 

 

Mr. Rubillo moved and Mr. Tittle seconded approval for the following 

individuals as bus drivers for the 2017-2018 school year: 

 
Narehood Transportation, LLC 

 

Howard L. Benner effective August 28, 2017 

Karl L. Hertzler effective August 28, 2017 

Elizabeth J. Schuck effective August 28, 2017 

 
Spade Busing, LLC 

 

Ruth D. Fisher effective August 28, 2017 

Mallary C. Spade effective August 28, 2017 

 
Strawser Busing, LLC 

 

Kathy E. Hockenberry effective August 28, 2017 

Karen L. Spangler effective August 28, 2017 

Michael P. Strawser effective August 28, 2017 

Terry E. Strawser effective August 28, 2017 
 

May I have a motion to approve the individuals as bus drivers as 

presented. 

 

Motion: 
Second: 

Discussion: 

Vote: 

Result: 

 

6.  BUS STOPS 
 

Mr. Nesbit moved and Mr. Rubillo seconded approval for the following 

bus stops: 
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884 Lowell Road, McClure 

Decatur Road & McKnight Road, McClure 
 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 
MOTION CARRIED 

 

B. POLICY AND PROGRAMS             Mrs. Sherry L. Wagner 

 

1.   QUOTE FOR PLAGIARISM SOFTWARE 
 

 Mr. Nesbit moved and Mr. Sassaman seconded approval of the quote to 

purchase plagiarism software from Turnitin for Midd-West High School 
for a period of one (1) year at a cost of $4,448.00.  {This software will 
scan written work for plagiarism from Internet and hard copies of 
documents.  This will be paid with funds from the 2017-2018 budget for 
the Midd-West Cyber Academy.} 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 
8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

2.    FIELD TRIPS 

 
Mr. Sassaman moved and Mr. Tittle seconded approval of the following 

field trips: 

 

a. FFA – Midd-West High School – Indianapolis, IN – October 23, 2017, 

through October 28, 2017 – 4 Students/2 Adults – Cost to 

Organization:  $2,650.00 – Cost to District:  $1,072.60 
 

b. FFA – Midd-West High School – Indianapolis, IN – October 24, 2017, 

through October 28, 2017 – 5 Students/1 Adult – Cost to 

Organization:  $2,020.00 – Cost to District:  $986.48 

 
 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

 3.    COW PATTY BINGO AT WEST SNYDER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

 

 Mr. Nesbit moved and Mrs. Wagner seconded approval to authorize the  

 Midd-West High School FFA Chapter to conduct a Cow Patty Bingo at  
 West Snyder Elementary School on Thursday, September 21, 2017. 

 

 Discussion: 
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 Mr. Sassaman inquired what is that? 

 
 Mr. Abate responded I was actually privy to see one a week ago.  They got  

 this grid now, and then they get this cow, and they walk the cow around  

 this grid and does what cows do, and then they mark it off, and whoever 

 is closest to what the cow does, wins.  That’s layman’s terms. 

 

 Mr. McKnight inquired where will they do this? 
 

 Mrs. Wagner responded on the grass. 

 

 Mr. Abate stated on the grass, I hope. 

 
 Mrs. Wagner stated I’m teasing.  I don’t know. 

 

 Mr. Abate stated it doesn’t take a very big area.   

 

 Mr. Musselman inquired do you remember?  Is it the football field or the 

 baseball field? 
 

 Mr. Edmiston responded I think they’re going to do it just shy of the  

 baseball field. 

 

 Mr. Musselman inquired where they normally have parking? 
 

 Miss Sheedy responded right. 

 

 Mr. Musselman commented okay.  For the Fair?  In that area? 

 

 Mr. Abate commented it’s rather an enjoyable afternoon. 
 

 Yes:  Abate, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle, Wagner 

No:  Hoffman 

Absent: Wilson 

7-1-1-0 
MOTION CARRIED 

 

C.  PERSONNEL               Mrs. Sherryl L. Wagner 

 

1.  EMPLOYMENT – CERTIFICATED  

 

 Mr. Nesbit moved and Mr. Tittle seconded approval to employ the 

 following individual: 

 

  a. Extended-rate Substitute – Matthew B. Dufford – Guidance 

Counselor – West Snyder Elementary School – Effective:  September 

5, 2017, through October 31, 2017 – Salary:  $90.00 per day for the 

first thirty (30) consecutive days and $241.22 per day for the 

remainder of the assignment              {Replacement/Sheedy} 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 
No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 
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8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 
2. EMPLOYMENT – CLASSIFIED 

 

Mr. Rubillo moved and Mr. Sassaman seconded approval to employ the 

following individual: 

 

a. Classified Employee – Brady J. McCune – Full-time Night-shift 
Custodian – Midd-West High School – Effective:  August 29, 2017, 

pending receipt of Act 34, 151, 114, 24 and 31 – Salary:  $8.95 per 
hour               {Replacement/Thomas} 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 
No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

  3.   PROFESSIONAL CONTRACT 

  

 Mr. Nesbit moved and Mr. Rubillo seconded approval to grant a  

 professional employee contract to the following individuals: 

 

 Shawn A. Bainbridge English Teacher 

  Midd-West High School 

 Sarah E. M. Brubaker Elementary Teacher 

  West Snyder Elementary School 

 

 Loren E. Collins English Teacher 

  Midd-West Middle School 

 

 Brandon D. Folk Librarian  

  Middleburg Elementary School 

  Midd-West Middle School 

  Midd-West High School 

 

 Erica L. Hood Elementary Teacher 

  Middleburg Elementary School 

 

 Jennifer L. Mason Business/Computer Technology Education Teacher 

  Midd-West High School 

 

 Courtney P. Yerger Elementary Teacher 

  Middleburg Elementary School 
 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 
MOTION CARRIED 
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Mrs. Wagner stated I’m going to do the Supplemental. 

 
Mr. Abate commented okay. 

 

Mrs. Wagner stated for Personnel. 

 

7. ADDITIONS TO SUBSTITUTE LISTS 

 
b. CERTIFICATED  

 

Mr. Nesbit moved and Mr. Rubillo seconded approval of the following 

individual as a certificated substitute at a rate of $90.00 per day for the 

2017-2018 school year: 
 

Robert L. Rascoe All Instructional Areas PK-12 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 
Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Mrs. Wagner inquired is it okay if I do this on here as well? 
 

Mr. Abate responded might as well.  Go ahead. 

 

Mrs. Wagner stated you’ll see it’s Item 11, but we’re going to do the  

second on the Supplemental.  

 

 11. TRANSFERS/CHANGE IN ASSIGNMENTS 
 

 Mr. Nesbit moved and Sassaman seconded approval to accept the  

 following transfers/change in assignments: 

 

1) Shari L. Conrad as Secretary to the Principal at Midd-West Middle 
School to Data Submission Specialist for the Midd-West School 

District to be effective on September 5, 2017, at the hourly rate of  

$16.10.  

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 
No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 
5. SALARY RECOMMENDATION – CONFIDENTIAL  

     

    Mr. Nesbit moved and Mr. Rubillo seconded approval of a salary  

    adjustment for Allyson L. Folk at a rate of $19.80 for the 2017-2018  

    school year to be effective July 1, 2017. 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 
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No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 
8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Mrs. Wagner stated okay.  I missed Item 4.  Backing up to that.  Sorry. 

 

4. DATE OF EMPLOYMENT REVISION 

 
Mr. Sassaman moved and Mr. Nesbit seconded approval for revision of 

the effective date of employment for Theresa R. Ewing to August 23, 

2017, rather than August 29, 2017, as previously approved at the 

August 14, 2017, regular meeting. 

 
 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

6. APPOINTMENTS 

 

   a.   EXTRA-CURRICULAR – VOLUNTEER  

 
 Mr. Nesbit moved and Mr. Sassaman seconded approval of the following  

 individual as a volunteer for the 2017-2018 school year: 

 

Tabatha L. Spriggle  Junior High Softball Coach  MWMS 

 

Mr. Abate commented we’re going to wait until Mr. Nesbit’s done. 
 

Mr. Nesbit inquired pardon me? 

 

Mr. Abate stated we’ll wait until you’re finished. 

 
Mr. Nesbit commented I’m good. 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 
8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

b.  HOMEBOUND/IN-HOME INSTRUCTION INSTRUCTORS 

 
Mr. Sassaman moved and Mr. Tittle seconded approval of the following 

individuals as homebound/in-home instruction instructors for the 2017-

2018 school year at the hourly rate of $23.00 as indicated in the 

Collective Bargaining Agreement: 

 

Matthew M. Dietz 
Dawn L. Getgen 

Mindy L. Raker 
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Jena M. Stauffer 

Adam D. Steininger, Jr. 
 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 
MOTION CARRIED 

 

c. AFTER-SCHOOL TUTORS 

  

Mr. Nesbit moved and Mrs. Wagner seconded approval of the following 
individuals as after-school tutors for the 2017-2018 school year at the 

hourly rate of $23.00 as indicated in the Collective Bargaining 

Agreement: 

 

Melinda A. Callender 

Loren E. Collins 
David A. Fadale 

Tamie R. Kratzer (substitute) 

Mindy L. Raker 

Andrea R. Seebold 

Chandler M. Sheaffer 
Kathy E. Shellenberger 

Jena M. Stauffer 

Tracy J. Vargas 

Holly J. Welsh 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  
   Wagner 

No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

7. ADDITION TO SUBSTITUTE LIST 

 

   a. CLASSIFIED/INSTRUCTIONAL ASSISTANT 

 

Mr. Rubillo moved and Mr. Tittle seconded approval of the following 
individual as an instructional assistant substitute at a rate of $12.10 per 

hour for the 2017-2018 school year pending receipt of Act 151: 

 

Darlene M. Kuhn 

 
 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 
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8.  FITNESS CENTER SUPERVISORS 

 
 Mr. Nesbit moved and Mrs. Wagner seconded approval of the following  

 individuals as fitness center supervisors for the 2017-2018 fiscal year at  

 the hourly rate of $16.00 for a maximum of 460 hours: 

 

 Brooke J. Keister 
 Denya L. Burris (alternate when needed) 
 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 
MOTION CARRIED 

 

9. LEAVES OF ABSENCE 

 

Mr. Tittle moved and Mr. Rubillo seconded approval of the following 
medical leaves of absence: 

 

a. Midd-West High School – Effective:  August 17, 2017, through  

August 20, 2017 

 

b. Midd-West High School – Effective:  September 7, 2017, through 
September 10, 2017 

 

c. Midd-West Middle School – Effective:  October 5, 2017 through 

approximately December 28, 2017 

 
 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

10.    SCHOOL DENTIST 

 

Mr. Nesbit moved and Mr. Sassaman seconded approval entering into a 

contract with Dr. Joshua P. McMillen to do school dental examinations 
at $6.00 per student plus up to an additional $2.00 per student for 

supplies to be effective on September 1, 2017, through August 31, 2018.  
{Includes one examination for K, 1, 3 & 7.  It was a $40.00 hourly rate and 
$1.50 per student for supplies for 2016-2017.} 

 

    Discussion: 

 

    Mr. McKnight inquired is this the same dentist we used to have? 

 

    Mr. Abate responded no. 

 

    Mr. McKnight inquired it’s a new one? 

 

    Mr. Abate responded it’s a new one. 
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    Mr. McKnight commented thank you. 

 

    Mr. Abate commented you’re welcome. 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 
No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

 11. TRANSFERS/CHANGE IN ASSIGNMENTS 

 

 Mr. Rubillo moved and Mr. Sassaman seconded approval to accept the  
 following transfers/change in assignments: 

 

2) Karen E. Newcomb as speech/language clinician at Middleburg 

Elementary School, Midd-West Middle School and Midd-West High 

School to speech/language clinician at Middleburg Elementary 
School, Midd-West Middle School and Midd-West High School and 

itinerant teacher of the hearing impaired for the Midd-West School 

District to be effective on August 23, 2017. 

 

3) Stanley L. Share as personal care assistant – Learning Support 

Program at Midd-West Middle School to paraprofessional – In-school 
Suspension/Cyber Monitor at Midd-West Middle School and Midd-

West High School to be effective on August 29, 2017. 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 
No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Mr. Abate stated we have a few here under “OTHER” this evening.  First  
off, I will be removing the Cooperative Sponsorship for Football under  

Item D., Item 1., this evening.   

 

D. OTHER   

 
1.   WAIVER TO MIDD-WEST HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT HANDBOOK 

 

Mr. McKnight moved and Mr. Sassaman seconded approval to authorize 

a waiver of the Midd-West School District’s high school handbook 

provision prohibiting a student athlete from participating in more than 

one sport per season, so as to allow Student A to participate in soccer 
and football during the 2017 fall season. 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 
Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 
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2. ARBITRATION APPEAL – MIDD-WEST EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 

 GRIEVANCE NO. 16-17-02 – MIDD-WEST EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 
 

 Mr. Rubillo moved and Mr. Sassaman seconded approval to authorize an  

 appeal of the Arbitrator’s decision of William E. Caldwell, Arbitrator, in  

 the matter of arbitration between the Midd-West Education Association  

 and the Midd-West School District regarding term life insurance benefits  

 dated August 8, 2017, and to authorize Scott E. Etter, Esquire, to take  
 such action as is necessary to file and litigate said appeal. 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 
Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

3. FOOTBALL PROGRAM IN THE MIDD-WEST SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 
 Mr. Nesbit moved and Mr. Rubillo seconded approval to authorize the  

 Superintendent to work with the P.I.A.A. to start a football program  

 which would commence play beginning, at the earliest, in the fall of the  

 2018-2019 school year with the start of the program being contingent  

 upon Board approval of the terms and conditions of a funding grant from  
 the NFL obtained with the assistance of the P.I.A.A. and the actual  

 receipt of the funds from said grant by the Midd-West School District. 

 

 Discussion: 

 

 Mr. Abate inquired public comment on the motion? 
 

 Female from the audience inquired could you repeat the motion, please? 

 
 Mr. Abate read the motion again. 

 
 Female from the audience inquired what happens if the funds don’t come 

 in? 

 

 Female from the audience stated it has to be amended. 

 

 Mr. Abate responded it will have to come back to the Board. 
 

 Mrs. Wagner inquired at this time do we have any definites on?  I think 

 what Mr. Zack has presented is wonderful, and I think the. 

 

 Mr. Nesbit interrupted and inquired, Sherryl, can you pick up the mic? 
 

 Mrs. Wagner stated I said, I think what Mr. Zack is presenting is 

 absolutely. 

 

 Female from the audience interrupted and stated I can’t hear you back 

 here. 
 

 Mrs. Wagner stated I said, I think what Mr. Zack, what he presented, is 

 absolutely wonderful.  If it comes to fruition, it would be a great  
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 opportunity.  I don’t think anybody on this Board is looking for no  

 opportunity for a football team.  I think we’re definitely in favor, and 
 we’re looking to do something in regards to a football team for this  

 District.  It has never been a contingency among anyone sitting on this 

 Board.  Nobody has ever said that they are against a football team.  I 

 want to make that statement.  That’s very true.  Nobody here said that 

 they were not going to vote for football.  So, I want to make that very 

 clear.  Secondly, we, as a District, we had the opportunity earlier to have 
 a Finance Committee meeting, and in that Finance Committee meeting, 

 we were short of time, but we are talking about a five-year plan, and that 

 five-year plan does include where we are with the deficit of our District. 

 It’s a very real thing for the Midd-West School District.  So, the Board 

 has a lot to look at, a lot of planning, and I do believe that.  We’re also  
 looking at, just as you’re sitting here, we also had last year, we had  

 representation from a track team.  We have 100 students that are  

 participating in track, the track and field.  I think we need to take a  

 look at that as well.  I’m hearing cheerleading.  I’m hearing all these 

 opportunities.  It’s not that we want to close the door on anything.  We 

 want to open the door for opportunity because if it’s going to enhance 
 the education, which is number one why we sit here, we need to take a 

 look at where our education is as well, and I commend the Board for  

 taking a look at our honor students and what we were budgeted for  

 them.  We had 88 students in that program that was budgeted only for 

 $2,000.00.  We took a look at that and said, ‘You know what?  We can’t 
 just look at sports.  We got to look at everything across the Board.  That’s  

 the responsibility.,” and that’s we hold to take a look at the funds of this 

 District.  It’s a very difficult decision.  I hope and pray, and I can get in 

 trouble for saying that word, but I mean it, that this comes to fruition.  I 

 really do for the opportunity for your students, but we need to make sure 

 that these students have a place to play football this year, next year, the 
  upcoming year and the following years, and I’m going to do and vote 

  what I know for numbers, for the finances, of what we currently have, 

  and I do.  I want to thank you everybody for coming tonight and for  

  showing up.  It shows your support, and I think, well, I know that the 

  Board appreciates that.  So, I want to thank each and every one of you 
  for coming. 

 

  A female from the audience inquired is anyone going to amend the 

  motion? 

 

  Mr. Abate responded we’re still in discussion, and could you please  
  refrain from just yelling out, please? 

 

  A female stated I thought it was in public comment.  I’m sorry. 

 

  Mr. Abate stated no.  Thank you. 
 

  Mr. Rubillo inquired will this motion prevent?  If this motion goes  

  through, and we do not get the funds from the NFL, do we know a  

  timeline on that NFL proposal number one, and if it does not go through? 

  They have presented a very, what appears to me, to be a viable package. 

  Where will that put us timeline wise for us to have our own team and  
  for purposes to get schedules and move forward?  I don’t know if  

  anybody can answer that question. 
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  Mr. Abate responded I don’t have an answer for that, Mr. Rubillo.  I wish 

  I did. 
 

  Mr. Rubillo stated I mean the reason I seconded the motion was to open 

  it up for discussion.  That’s the only way we can talk about it.  I do not  

  want to see us commit to the NFL thing and then that’s it.  It’s said and 

  done.   

 
  Mr. Abate stated well, there can be another motion.  This is strictly on  

  the proposal given by Mr. Zack this evening.  This does not preclude  

  another motion to start the football program on our own.  Am I correct, 

  Mr. Musselman? 

 
  Mr. Musselman responded correct. 

 

  Mr. Abate commented thank you.  So, this is not a door slammer if that’s 

  what you’re asking? 

 

  Mr. Rubillo stated yes, that’s exactly what I’m asking. 
 

  Mr. Abate stated no.  This is contingent on the P.I.A.A. and the NFL. 

 

  Mr. Rubillo stated now, here’s a question I should have asked Mr. Zack.  

  If you were applying for something, and we are not, the Board has not  
  approved anything, how can we make application for funds to an  

  organization that does not exist?  Are we going to make a motion?  Are 

  we going to move forward with a motion this evening? 

 

  Mr. Abate inquired this motion? 

 
  Mr. Rubillo responded after this motion, are we going to move forward 

  with a motion to start a Midd-West football team? 

 

  Mr. Abate responded no.  The next motion will be the co-op with 

  Mifflinburg which would be contingent upon this first one we’re talking  
  about now, and this gives us the opportunity to hold up the co-op should 

  the NFL come to fruition.  Does that make sense? 

 

  Mr. Rubillo commented okay.  So, the co-op is still going to be voted on 

  this evening? 

 
  Mr. Abate responded yes. 

 

  Mr. Nesbit inquired so if that motion fails, then we can move forward 

  with establishing our own team? 

 
  Mr. Rubillo responded until that motion fails, we can’t move forward,  

  correct? 

 

  Mr. Abate inquired which motion is that? 

 

  Mr. Rubillo responded with the co-op. 
 

  Mrs. Wagner stated that’s true.   
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  Mr. Abate stated that would be true. 

 
  Mr. Rubillo commented okay. 

 

  Mr. Abate inquired is there further discussion on this Board?   

 

 Yes:  Abate, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle, Wagner 

No:  Hoffman 
Absent: Wilson 

7-1-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

4. COOPERATIVE SPONSORSHIP FOR FOOTBALL 
 

 Mrs. Wagner moved and Mr. McKnight seconded approval that  

 authorization be granted to the Superintendent to work with the P.I.A.A.  

 and the Mifflinburg Area School District for the submission of an  

 application in order to participate in a Cooperative Sponsorship for 

 football between the Midd-West School District and Mifflinburg Area 
 School District beginning in the fall of the 2018-2019 school year with  

 notice of intention to renew said cooperative to be given annually 

 pursuant to the terms and conditions of a final written agreement which 

 must be approved by the Boards of both the Midd-West School District 

 and the Mifflinburg Area School District and in accordance with any and 
 all applicable P.I.A.A. regulations. 

 

 Discussion: 

 

 Mr. Abate inquired any public comment on the motion? 

 
 Mr. Umstead stated, good evening, Mr. Abate. 

 

 Mr. Abate commented good evening.  How are you tonight, sir? 

 

 Mr. Umstead responded I enjoy eating with you when we get ice cream 
 better. 

 

 Mr. Abate state I do, too. 

 

 Mr. Umstead stated I just wanted to say thank you, all, for working so 

 hard to try and have football in this District.  What we had for the past  
 few years has been an absolute blessing to all of us.  Kids have enjoyed  

 it.  It’s been like a family to them, and when you see them kneel.  Like  

 you said, you’re not supposed to say these things, when you see them  

 kneel together, it’s an amazing feeling.  I want to see that continue for my 

 son, and I want to see that continue for generations to come.  This is very 
 difficult, and I understand that.  The thing is, I don’t understand how the 

Mifflinburg co-op will correct our issues.  I truly believe.  I was 

completely satisfied with the E.J. co-op.  I felt like our boys had a 

 chance, and those two schools just came together as one and became a  

 family.  They were all on the same team.  It was like they were all from 

 the same school.  I don’t see that happening with Mifflinburg.  What I see 
 you doing with Mifflinburg co-op is killing football.  I also believe that if I  

 was sitting at my church council meeting, what I would be saying to  

them was there comes a time when you have to step in faith, and that it 
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will be okay, and sometimes we get those signs.  When we have the 

knowledge that is coming to this Board through past coaches that 
coached at Lewisburg, Selinsgrove, Susquehanna; when we have a 

community of businesses that after contacting a few of them individually, 

we have $20,000.00 pledged if it says Midd-West on the uniforms.  When 

we know that fundraising is difficult, but for the most part, the youth 

 association, we could raise tens of thousands of dollars very easily every 

 year.  So, we could tuck away that $20,000.00 we’re willing to give right 
 now.  When you have a youth program in place to start your football  

 program, that’s not normal either, and our youth program usually wins.   

 The kids are ready.  The numbers for the football team are there.  You 

 don’t need to find kids to play football.  The community is behind it, the 

 youth association and the people who are left over from the E.J. Football 
 Association have worked very hard and are able to raise money.  One 

 way or another, this can be paid for.  Put limitations on us, and expect 

 us to step up, but please don’t take this opportunity away.  You know  

 what I would ask is if my understanding is correct, you can vote on this, 

 and then you can turn around, and someone can make another motion 

 at that point that says if the funds from P.I.A.A. do not come through,  
 then we’re still going forward based on the fact that we’ll still be able to 

 pay for this without raising taxes.  When you talk about taxes, and I  

 understand that, I don’t want my taxes to go up, and nobody does, but I 

 sat here when we struggled over $20 million dollars and what we needed 

 to do what was right, and when I look at this, even if some of these  
 numbers don’t come out, you know, you’re looking at maybe $10,000.00. 

  According to the papers, if that all works out, we’re all good, but let’s say 

  you’re $10,000.00 short somehow, we’re talking about $10,000.00.  It’s 

  something that brings a whole community together.  That field was  

  packed the other night.  We ran out of food in the concession stand.  All 

  that money is gone because Mifflinburg gets it instead of Midd-West.  
  Let’s do something for our community and put these kids on the field. 

  Thank you very much. 

 

  Mr. Abate commented thank you, Mr. Umstead. 

 
  A long round of applause occurred at this time. 

 

  Mr. Abate inquired any further public comment? 

 

 Yes:  None 

 No:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  
   Wagner 

 Absent: Wilson 

0-8-1-0 

MOTION FAILED 

 
Mr. Abate inquired does anybody else on the Board have anything to bring 

up this evening under Other? 

 

Mr. Nesbit stated, Mr. Abate, at this time, I think I would like to bring to the 

Board that we approve contingent upon the deal with the NFL falling through 

that we move forward with our team. 
 

Mr. Abate inquired will you do me a favor, Mr. Nesbit?  Write it down for me. 

Thank you. 
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At this time, Mr. Nesbit was writing the motion on paper. 

 
Mr. Abate stated I think we’re ready.  I need the public to understand  

that this motion is like the other three, if coming from the floor, it will  

need a two-thirds majority, which means it needs six votes to pass this 

evening. 

 

5. FOOTBALL PROGRAM IN THE MIDD-WEST SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

 Mr. Tittle moved and Mr. Nesbit seconded approval to authorize the 

 Superintendent to work with the P.I.A.A. to start a football program at  

 the Midd-West School District which would commence play beginning, at 

 the earliest, in the fall of 2018-2019 school year with the start of the  
 program being contingent upon the grant from the NFL not being  

 available and the District’s contribution not to exceed $21,000.00 for  

 each of the first three (3) years. 

 

 Discussion: 

 
 Mr. Abate inquired is there any public comment first from the public? 

 

 A female from the audience inquired is there a Board member missing  

 this evening? 

 
 Mr. Abate responded yes, there is. 

 

 A female from the audience inquired how does that effect the vote? 

 

 Mr. Abate responded it doesn’t matter.  There’s nine members of the 

 Board. 
 

 A female from the audience inquired so you need six? 

 

 Mr. Abate responded we still need six.  Any further public comment on 

 the motion?  Discussion from the Board? 
 

 Mrs. Wagner stated it’s me again.  Can you hear me?  I want to thank 

 you for stepping up, and I have to tell you that this motion is saying, and 

 we’ve done this with other sports, that on the start of a sport they’ve  

 proven that they have their players and that they’re willing to step up to  

 the plate financially.  I think that you have a community that’s going to  
 back you.  I think that it.  I have hopes it’s going to be successful, and at 

 this time, I think it would be a win-win situation. 

 

 Mr. Abate inquired any further discussion from the Board this evening  

 on the motion at hand? 
 

 Yes:  Abate, Nesbit, Rubillo, Tittle, Wagner 

No:  Hoffman, McKnight, Sassaman 

Absent: Wilson 

5-3-1-0 

MOTION FAILED 
 

 Outbursts from the audience was occurring.  Mr. Abate hammered the  
 gavel for order. 
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 Mr. Umstead inquired can I speak? 

 
 Mr. Abate stated, Mr. Umstead, yes, you may. 

 

 Mr. Umstead stated okay, listen.  We’re all disappointed tonight, but let’s 

 remember a few things.  First off, we do have a chance on the P.I.A.A. 

 thing, and this is good.  Okay?  Number two, I believe that there was a  

 two-thirds vote needed because it was brought up from the floor.  Is 
 that correct, Mr. Abate? 

 

 Mr. Abate responded that is correct, Mr. Umstead. 

 

 Mr. Umstead stated so, our elected officials up here, I believe, can add it 
 to another agenda meeting, another vote can be held in which all we 

 will need is a majority vote.  Is that also correct? 

 

 Mr. Abate responded that would be correct. 

 

 Mr. Umstead stated okay.  We need one.  Mr. McKnight, I saw you 
 struggle.  I don’t want to get the man in trouble because I think you  

 struggled with this, but I would like to say the P.I.A.A. thing was only a  

 guarantee for a few years.  You have your guarantee with only paying the 

 $21,000.00 for three years in this vote, too.  That’s what’s extremely 

 disappointing.  We have acted with class and dignity and have not been 
 those people since we started this years ago, and that’s the way I say we 

 remain because this is a good thing.  Let’s have it happen in a good way. 

 Thank you, Board.  I hope you look at this closer.  I hope you can bring 

 us even more good news in the future. 

 

 Mr. Abate commented thank you, Mr. Umstead. 
 
 A round of applause occurred at this time. 

 

 A gentleman from the audience inquired what are you guys going to do  

 with the equipment? 
 

 Mr. Abate inquired does the Board have anything else further they’d like  

 to bring up this evening?  I will have public comment at this time. 

 

 VII. CLOSING CEREMONIES 

 

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT           Mr. Victor L. Abate 

 

 Comment from the public is limited to three (3) minutes per person, and at the  

 discretion of the Board President. 

 

 Mr. Ferriero inquired what will happen to the equipment?  What will happen with that 

 $2,000.00 to Juniata?  Are you looking into making a motion to at least get that  

 equipment to start off with that, or are you just going to let that fly by and then pay a  

 higher cost even when you get this grant? 

 

 Mr. Musselman responded first of all, if we get the grant, it’s for all new equipment, and  

 that would be my priority.  If the NFL is going to take and outfit our team, that would  

 be my priority, number one.  Number two is, even with the used equipment, we start off 
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 the first year with reconditioning, but if we purchase our own new equipment, you  

 know that as well as I do, it’s going to be brand new, and that buys us a little bit of time  

 as well.  Right now, you have a motion that this Board said, yes, let’s start a football 

 team.  So, I say we get behind that grant with the possibility that, and I’ll tell you what, 

 the way it sounds and just today I had some e-mails from folks, and it looks like we’re 

 going to get that.  We’re the only school district in Pennsylvania that they’re  

 recommending.  We are it in Pennsylvania.  Pennsylvania is getting the money.  So,  

 what we want to do is really focus on that.  The equipment from E.J., that was because  

 I got in touch with the Superintendent and with the Business Manager, and I said,  

 “Let’s.  How about we do that?”  We have some time with that as well.  If this NFL thing 

 fails, we’re going to know that very soon, and then we can go back to this Board and  

 say, “Look.  What do you want to do?  Another motion?”, and it’s at that time we need 

 to contact Juniata and say, “ready to buy,” because it’s for next year.  We don’t buy it  

 now.  We’re not saying we’re going to buy it now.  They said at the end of this season.   

 So, I have some time, and I need that time, and I ask you to just hold up and wait and 

 so we can go ahead and find out what this Board wants to do because you don’t have a  

 motion for a co-op, and that was just an option that was thrown out there and a  

 possibility.  We have a failed motion to start our own team without the NFL.  So, now  

 we’ll be able to find out whether this NFL thing is going to work, and then after that, we 

 can come back and possibly they’ll vote.  I don’t know how they’re going to vote.  That’s  

 up to them, but that’s my plan of attack is let’s go ahead and see how this NFL thing  

 pans off because if it does, I think it’s a great win for our District.  It’s huge, and it 

 moves us forward in the right direction, not with used equipment but brand new.   

 Brand new is better anyway. Okay?  That’s my plan my attack. 

 

 Mr. Abate inquired, Mr. Zechman? 

 

 Mr. Zechman inquired can I speak? 

 

 Mr. Abate responded absolutely. 

 

 Mr. Zechman inquired should I come up there? 

 

 Mr. Abate responded you can stand there if you’d like.  I’ve heard you yell.  Oh, I’m  

 sorry.  You need to sign in. 

 

 Mr. Zechman stated I guess my main concern is, which you sort of addressed it there.   

 You think you’re going to find something out on this soon because October 1 is our 

 deadline if that’s possible.  Then, if it doesn’t fly, you’re saying and we know that by  

 then for sure, so we can let P.I.A.A. know so we can revote and try to get the proper 

 paperwork approved.  I just don’t want to see my son and the other seniors not be able 

 to play next year let alone everybody else. 

 

 Mr. Musselman stated well, I’m guessing.  I’m going to contact them.  I’m thinking.  I’m 

 going to go ahead and contact P.I.A.A. and say we voted to start a football team.  So, we 

 want to get our name in the pipeline.  If the NFL thing falls through, we can possibly  

 rescind that, but this Board can also take other actions and tell me to move forward. 

 So, that’s what.  I’m going to contact P.I.A.A. and say, “We’re starting a football program 

 contingent upon those dollars.”, and that’s one of the things they want to see.  The NFL 

 wants to see new programs develop, new programs start, and we’re the prime candidate 

 for that, so. 

 

 Mr. Zechman stated okay.  I just wanted to make sure that we are still filing deadlines 

 and next year we try to get those kids. 
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 Mr. Musselman stated yes, sir.  We still want to try to follow deadlines and scheduling 

 and everything else.  Yes, sir. 

 

 Mr. Zechman commented thank you. 

 

 Mr. Abate commented thank you, Mr. Zechman.  Mrs. Wolfley. 

 

 Mrs. Wolfley stated it’s just a quick question.  Do I need to sign in? 

 

 Mr. Abate responded yes, you do. 

 

 Mrs. Wolfley stated I just wanted to clarify the vote because I thought you said that it  

 was five to three, but there’s nine Board members.   

 

 Mr. Abate stated yeah, one’s absent. 

 

 Mrs. Wagner stated there’s only eight here. 

 

 Mrs. Wolfley did a head count. 

 

 Mr. Abate stated he’s the attorney. 

 

 Mrs. Wolfley stated oh, he’s not a Board member.  Okay.  My fault.  Thank you. 

 

 Mr. Abate stated, Mr. Sauer, sir. 

 

 Mr. Sauer stated sitting back there thinking as a coach in the District as part of the  

 athletic program, loving to see kids get the opportunity to play the sports that they  

 would love to play.  I’ve never played football.  Was not part of it, but to see how much 

 passion is here for these kids from their parents, from the community.  I just hope that 

 you can back that up and give them the opportunity that they deserve. 

 

 Mr. Abate commented thank you, Mr. Sauer.  Any other public comment this evening? 

 Any of you gentlemen?  Would you like to speak? 

 

 Mr. Wolfley stated I help coach elementary wrestling, little league baseball and football.   

 I never played football personally.  My two sons do, and they love the game.  It teaches 

 a lot about life, and a lot of these kids.  I was one growing up if I didn’t have athletics, I 

 didn’t care about my grades.  If it wouldn’t have been for playing sports, it made me  

 keep my grades up so I could play.  I know I try to teach my kids to take pride in what 

 they do and who they are.  These kids would love to wear their own colors.  I mean I’m 

 passionate about athletics.  I live for it.  I love it.  My sons love it.  I’d like to see all  

 these other kids prosper and take it to new levels, man.  The sky is the limit for these  

 guys.  Give them the opportunity to wear their own colors.  That’s all I ask.  Thanks. 

 

 Mr. Abate commented thank you, Mr. Wolfley.  Anything further this evening? 

 

 Mr. Master stated I would rather be in ISS or OSS or whatever than not play for Midd- 

 West and miss the rest of the season for E.J. because that’s how much football for  

 Midd-West matters to me. 

 

 Mr. Abate inquired anything further?  Thank you, all. 
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  IX. SCHEDULED SPEAKERS                     Mr. Victor L. Abate 

  

 There were no scheduled speakers. 

 

 Mrs. Wagner stated I’m a little concerned with.  I mean came in here.  I got to be  

 honest.  I came in here with knowing where we are with the finances prepared to go  

 with the Administration’s recommendation for a co-op.  Now, we sit here, and we’re 

 contingent on contingent.  I don’t like the word.  I understand.  I hope, and I know what 

 you’re saying, Mr. Musselman, this came to you at the last minute.  So, I want to thank 

 you for moving forward with this along with Mike and other administrators that you’re 

 working on this.  I think it’s a great thing, but we’re sitting on contingency.  I want to 

 make sure that these kids have a way to play football, and that’s what we’re sitting on  

 right now.  Contingent on an NFL grant.  I mean we could have either voted for a co-op 

 which no, would not have been something that we start or the motion that was put 

 forward.  So, now we’re sitting with we’re waiting on the grant. 

 

 Mr. Abate stated we’re waiting on the grant. 

 

 Mrs. Wagner inquired does anybody have anything else?  I mean I don’t feel good about  

 that.  Just had to say that.  I hope it does come through. 

 

 Mr. Abate inquired does the Board have anything further they’d like to discuss on this  

 topic this evening? 

 

   X.   REPORTS 

 

1.   SUPERINTENDENT         Mr. Richard J. Musselman 

 

 Mr. Musselman reported on the following items: 

 

1) First Day of School 

 

School Board, I just have a few things that I wanted to report.  Obviously, 

today was the first day of school, and I’m sure the principals are going to be 

able to share about their schools and how the first day went, but I would like 

to thank everybody for their efforts put into as far as coordination and 

planning that goes into a successful year.  It was a very successful first day, 

and that’s because of the work that they put it.  So, thanks to all of the 

administrators as well as the support staff, the teachers and even the 

contractors and the folks that we have that support us in so many ways.  A 

great start to our first day of school, and we just look forward for at least 179 

more of those days.   

 

2) Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at West Snyder Elementary School 

 

Also, I wanted to just cover a little bit about the Ribbon Cutting at West 

Snyder Elementary School.  It certainly was a success on last Thursday.  

Thanks to the Board for supporting the project.  We wouldn’t have had a 

building project if it wasn’t for you guys stepping up to the plate and making 

that possible, and also, I’m thankful for those that could attend our ribbon 

cutting.  I hope while you were there you heard many positive comments 

from the community.  It’s a good way to celebrate the achievements which 

made that ceremony very important.  Allyson, thanks for helping in getting 

the cake and all the snacks for the event.  Joe and Erin, for setting 
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everything up for the event.  Also, I’d like to thank the Board for making, 

again, that project a reality, the custodian staff for all their hard work.  They 

certainly put in a lot of extra effort during the entire project.  The teachers 

for keeping a very positive and supportive spirit for the past two years.  They 

worked extremely hard at moving and removing every single item the last two 

years.  Our administrative team, thank you to you guys for the days of labor 

that we put in putting furniture together, moving things back and forth, and, 

Victor, I know you wouldn’t want me to say this. 

 

Mr. Abate commented no, please don’t. 

 

Mr. Musselman stated but I wanted to thank you for helping out moving 

materials out at West Snyder.  So, it’s just been a great project.  I think it’s a 

real accomplishment, and it’s a great way for us to celebrate something 

positive that happened.  So, thank you very much to everybody involved. 

 

Mr. Abate commented and thank you to Cooper. 

 

Mr. Musselman stated yes, thank Cooper for cutting the ribbon. 

 

Mr. Abate commented he did. 

 

Mrs. Wagner commented you have to tell them what he said. 

 

Mr. Abate stated yeah, I got to tell the Board what Cooper said, and we’re 

standing there on the podium.  Mr. Rubillo was there.  Mr. Nesbit was there.  

I don’t know if you heard, but I told Cooper that he had a very important job 

to do, and it was up to him whether school started or not.  So, it he didn’t 

cut the ribbon, school couldn’t start.  He looked me in the eye and said, “I’m 

cutting that ribbon because I want to learn,” and he went right at it.  So, he’s 

a great kid.  He’s a great kid. 

 

Mr. Musselman commented I though he said welcome. 

 

Mr. Abate stated yeah, he did.  He said welcome.  That was nice.  That was 

good.  That was nice.   

 

2.   DIRECTOR OF CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION Mr. Joseph W. Stroup 

 

 Mr. Stroup reported on the following items: 

 

1) Midd-West Cyber Academy Data 

 

The first thing I have to report on is our Midd-West Cyber Academy.  Mrs. 

Wagner asked last time about some numbers.  I have the students for this 

year.  You can see on the chart how we’ve been growing now.  The 16-17 

numbers and the 15-16 numbers represent a full year.  As you can see, we 

will start the year with 25 full-time cyber students.  Eight students that we 

call blended now they’re taking a combination of some courses in cyber and 

some in the regular brick and mortar setting, and so a total of 33 to begin 

the year which is our total for the 15-16 school year.  We also have a number 

of students who are taking courses while they’re in high school.  Some that 

can’t be included in the schedule based upon course offerings for a credit 

here or there.  Those numbers aren’t figured in with that nor are the 
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students who are doing credit recovery.  So, there’s a lot of other uses we get 

from this program as you can.  A great benefit to our kids and a lot of 

opportunities and a lot of flexibility going there.  So, thank you for 

continuing to support that initiative. 

 

2) SafeSchools Training Courseware 

 

We are using this piece of software regularly.  I did set up all the Board 

members to see a video course and experience it, one on Title IX.  If 

something’s happened that you didn’t get that e-mail through your school 

account, please let me know, but you have opportunities to take that when 

it’s in with our staff as well doing trainings such as HIPAA and FERPA, and 

on October 9 we’re going to present Mandated Reporter and Suicide 

Prevention trainings that are mandated by the state through the use of this 

website which is really neat because it allows us as administrators to focus 

on those individuals that need the extra attention and support while the 

others can kind of do that on their own time.  So, there are hundreds of 

titles.  Food service uses it.  Custodians.  All different types of trainings, and 

another thing we greatly appreciate. 

 

3) August 23 and August 24 In-Service Days 

 

The 23rd and 24th were, of course, in-service days.  I want to thank the 

teaching staff, the administrators, a lot to prepare.  Specific content driven 

lessons to help advance several initiatives through the District.  We had 

things like Frontline training, LinkIt training, Collins Writing training, MAP 

testing, Defined STEM, Text Dependent Analysis and Station Rotation, and 

the principals and the teaching staff did a great job in helping to assist with 

the production of those things. 

 

4) First Day of School 

 

As far as the students, the first day was today, and we had a big change in 

the schedule, a later start and a slightly earlier dismissal, and those things 

went extremely well given the circumstance that it was a change and the first 

time we went through that.  So, we’re very happy, and we hope that it 

becomes smoother and smoother now as the year progresses. 

 

Mrs. Wagner commented thank you for the numbers. 

 

3.   BUSINESS AND FISCAL      Mr. Michael A. Miller 

 

 Mr. Miller reported on the following items: 

 

1) Finance Committee Meeting Summary 

 

A Finance Committee was held before the Board meeting.  The items 

discussed were the 2018-2019 budget calendar, a tax collection proposal 

was discussed, a financing proposal was discussed and the five-year plan 

was introduced to the Committee.  I’ll follow up with the Board and the 

Committee with those items.   
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2) 2017-2018 State Budget Update 

 

On the state level, the revenue bill was actually not approved at the state 

level yet.  Back in June when the Appropriations Bill was approved there was 

no revenue piece approved with it.  There’s discussion on how the Senate 

and the House want to fill the revenue side.  There was a large deficit from 

the 16-17 year as well as filling a current budget deficit for the current 17-18 

budget.  Some ideas stirring around are there are miscellaneous funds set 

aside in the $2 billion range that they want to use to apply to those deficits 

as well as borrowing against the national tobacco settlement fund to fund 

the deficits.  No news yet as far as it affecting District funding at this point, 

but it could potentially lead to a spending freeze if a revenue bill is not 

approved within a timely manner.  I’ll keep the Board updated on that.   

 

3) Transportation on First Day 

 

As far as busing, the schedule change Mr. Stroup mentioned, it was the first 

day of school.  There were small, first-day bumps with transportation, but 

overall in the transportation area, the District was a success the first day. 

 

4.   STUDENT ATHLETIC ACTIVITIES    Mrs. Bree A. Solomon 

 

 Mrs. Solomon reported on the following items: 

 

1) Summary of Weekend Events 

 

It’s been quite an exciting weekend.  It started with a phone call I received 

from Mr. Zack on Friday afternoon then continuing into Friday evening 

where we hosted our first home football game of the season against Newport.  

As was mentioned earlier, it was packed.  Standing room only at the field.  

So, that was exciting.   

 

2) Fall Season Begins 

 

This week, we will continue as the rest of the sports will kick off this 

weekend with some tournaments and things like that.  So, looking forward to 

an exciting, new fall season. 

 

3) NFL Grant Possibility  

 

I look forward to sitting down.  Mr. Musselman and I are going to sit down 

tomorrow, and we’re going to work on those numbers, get everything 

submitted tomorrow so that we are ready to go and submit everything to the 

NFL working with Mr. Zack.  I feel confident that we’ll be able to do some 

good things there.   

 

5.   FOOD SERVICE OPERATIONS      Mr. John S. Rosselli 

 

 Due to Mr. Rosselli’s absence, there was no report. 

 

6.   MAINTENANCE AND FACILITIES      Mr. Gary L. Thomas 

 

 Mr. Thomas reported on the following items: 
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1) Painting of Steel Light Poles, Flag Pole and Perimeter Fence at Sports 

Boosters Athletic Park Stadium  

The light pole and fence painting project at the Stadium is complete. 

 

2) Domestic Water Heater Replacement for Midd-West Middle School 

 

At the Midd-West Middle School, the water heater replacement project is 

complete. 

 

3) First Day of School 

 

The first day of school went pretty quiet.  We’re off to a good start.  

Questions?  Comments? 

 

7.   CENTRAL SUSQUEHANNA INTERMEDIATE UNIT                Mr. Victor L. Abate 

 

 Mr. Abate reported on the following items: 

 

1) Educator of the Year Award 

 

I believe that Dr. Singer received the Educator of the Year Award. 

 

Mr. Musselman commented I heard that. 

 

Mr. Abate commented yes, he did, and that was quite a bit, and that was 

pretty much the only thing that really went on of any significance up there 

last Wednesday evening. 

 

2) Next CSIU Meeting 

 

Our next meeting is the third Wednesday in September, and hopefully I’ll 

have a little more, but that is good news of Dr. Singer.  He does an 

outstanding job at the IU, and he does wonderful things for us here at Midd-

West as well. 

 

8.   SUN AREA TECHNICAL INSTITUTE           Mr. Ronald L. Hoffman 

 

 Mr. Hoffman reported on the following items: 

 

1) SUN Tech Meeting on August 17, 2017 

 

We had a meeting on August 17.  We went on a tour of the newly renovated 

Main and West Campus buildings.  It was great.  It’s really nice over there.  I 

can just see that expanding. 

 

2) SUN Tech Open House on Wednesday, October 4, 2017 

 

Members are invited to the SUN Tech Open House scheduled for Wednesday, 

October 4, from 9:00 AM to 8:00 PM.  School Board members from the 

Districts can stop by and see the various programs and students engaging in 

their course of study activities. 

 

Mr. Abate inquired did you say 10:00 PM?  10:00 PM? 
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Mr. Hoffman responded 9:00 AM to 8:00 PM.   

 

9.   PSBA LIAISON       Mr. Ronald E. Wilson 

 

 Due to Mr. Wilson’s absence, there was no report. 

 

10.   POLICY COMMITTEE              Mr. Thomas J. Rubillo 

 

 Mr. Rubillo reported on the following item: 

 

1) Next Policy Committee Meeting 

 

There will be a meeting prior to the September meeting. 

 

11.   BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE            Mr. Thomas J. Rubillo 

 

 Mr. Rubillo had no report. 

 

12.   FINANCE/BUDGET COMMITTEE            Mrs. Sherryl L. Wagner 

 

 Mrs. Wagner reported on the following item: 

 

1) Finance Committee Meeting Summary 

 

As Michael said, we had a meeting here this evening before the Board 

meeting.  There are a few things, I think, we have a little bit of more 

discussion on before we come to the Board maybe present some items to you 

and for the Finance Committee just want you to think about the possibility 

of maybe doing like a conference call for our Committee meetings if that 

would maybe suit everybody because I know everyone’s schedules and jobs 

and everything.  It’s very difficult to get here. 

 

Mr. Abate commented I actually do that on the IU because I’m on the 

Technology Committee, and I can never make the 5:30 meetings.  So, they 

call me when I’m on the road. 

 

Mrs. Wagner stated right.  Mr. Miller suggested it.  I thought it was a very 

good idea.  We can do that at work.  We use Skype or whatever program we 

could use if we need to share screens on the computer.  I think it would 

work.  I think it would be good for everybody’s schedules.  So, think about 

that, and we’ll let you know.  You’ll let us know the programs we can use. 

 

13.   SUPPORT STAFF NEGOTIATION COMMITTEE              Mr. Jeremy M. Tittle 

 

 Mr. Tittle had no report. 

 

14.   PROFESSIONAL STAFF NEGOTIATION COMMITTEE    Mrs. Sherryl L. Wagner 

 

 Mrs. Wagner had no report. 

 

15.   TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE            Mr. Ronald L. Hoffman 

 

 Mr. Hoffman reported on the following item: 
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1) Transportation Committee Meeting Summary 

 

We had a meeting and discussed the possibility of having bus drivers take 

their children along with them.  We decided we’d like to have our Solicitor 

look at them before we proceed. 

 

Mr. Abate inquired could you contact Mr. Knepp or Mr. Remy? 

 

Mr. Hoffman responded yes.  

 

Mr. Abate inquired you already got it?  

 

Mr. Hoffman responded yes, he was there. 

 

Mr. Abate inquired do you think you’ll have a recommendation for us at our 

September meeting? 

 

Mr. Remy responded yes. 

 

Mr. Abate inquired our voting meeting? 

 

Mr. Remy responded sure. 

 

Mr. Musselman stated and we also wanted to check with our insurance 

provider, too, to make sure that we would be covered.  So, Mr. Miller, if you 

could help me out, I’d appreciate it. 

 

16.   BOARD AND/OR ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS      Mr. Victor L. Abate 

 

 Mrs. Bzdil reported I am delighted to share with you I learned this morning that 

 three students already in our School-to-Work Program have jobs in the 

 community lined up for this school year; two at the M.A.C.C. and one at Cole’s  

 Hardware, and I also wanted to share that the gifted education teachers are  

 planning an Open House at the Maker Space Lab in September before the 25th  

 Board meeting, and there will be refreshments. 

 

 Mr. Abate inquired cookies? 

 

 Mrs. Bzdil responded sure. 

 

 Mr. Musselman commented absolutely. 

 

 Mr. Abate commented alright.  Raisin-filled cookies? 

 

 Mrs. Bzdil responded I’ll see what I can do. 

 

 Mr. Abate commented thank you. 

 

 Mr. Thor Edmiston reported we welcomed the students back today.  It was a  

 great day, a very positive day.  We had class meetings.  We held our class 

 meetings with the ninth and eighth grade.  We’ll do the upper grades later this 

 week.  You can imagine the surprise on the eighth graders faces when they came 

 into the auditorium and saw me.  They thought they got rid of me.  Too bad, but  

 it was just an excellent day.  It was awesome. 
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 Mr. Brown reported I thought it was smooth start as well for the first day of  

 school.  I’m in the process of scheduling laptop orientation for those parents  

 that couldn’t make the Back-to-School orientation night.  It was nice to see 

 some smiling little, new faces come in the first day.  Hopefully, they left smiling 

 as well from what I saw.  So, looking forward to a good school year.   

 

 Mr. Aucker reported it was a great day, a wonderful day.  Students had a great  

 time.  Sixth and seventh grades had assemblies today to talk about procedures  

 and what their expectations are as sixth and seventh graders.  We talked a lot  

 about pride, and all-in-all, it was a great day.  No big issues, and we hope that 

 continues the rest of the school year. 

 

 Miss Sheedy reported not as busy as we were last week.  It’s funny how the  

 addition of 383 kids calms things down a little bit.  I just wanted to thank  

 everyone again for coming out last week.  If you weren’t able to make it, and you 

 are available at any point in time, just stop in, and I’ll give you a tour and check 

 out the makeover.  We had a great first day.  I don’t think I could count how 

 many times I heard oh, this is cool; oh, you see that; oh, this is different.  So, it 

 was a great first day. 

 

 Mr. Abate inquired so they’re enjoying their new space? 

 

 Miss Sheedy nodded yes. 

 

 Mr. Abate commented good, very good. 

 

 Ms. Hutchinson reported we had a great day at ME today.  I was able to get into 

 every classroom and see the students.  They were very excited.  The teachers’ 

 rooms looked fabulous.  I was reminded about elementary teachers that the  

 amount of time that they put in before students arrive and all the extra things  

 that I know are in those classrooms that they purchased with their own dollars  

 to really meet the needs of kids.  It was just a great day.  We had very few tears. 

 We didn’t have to pry anybody off parents this morning, and they left with a lot 

 of smiles just like Mr. Brown said.  The same thing happened here.  So, I think 

 they’re all ready to come back tomorrow. 

 

  XI.  ADJOURNMENT           Mr. Victor L. Abate 

 

 Mr. Hoffman moved and Mr. Rubillo seconded a motion to adjourn the August 28, 2017,  

 regular Board meeting at 9:13 p.m. 

 

 Yes: Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle, Wagner 
 No: None 

 Absent: Wilson 

 8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

 
  

 Recording Secretary: Chairperson:   Date: 

 

 

 

              


