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MIDD-WEST SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Regular Meeting/Work Session 
Middleburg Elementary School 

Gymnasium 
Monday, August 14, 2017 

 
A QUALITY EDUCATION FOR ALL, FOR LIFE 

 

 

   I. OPENING CEREMONY 

 

  II. CALL TO ORDER:  7:04 p.m.         Mr. Victor L. Abate 

  

 III. ROLL CALL:            Mr. Victor L. Abate  

 

 BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS         PRESENT    ABSENT    LATE ARRIVAL 

 

 Mr. Victor L. Abate, President X 

 Mrs. Sherryl L. Wagner, Vice President X 

 Mr. Shawn A. Sassaman, Treasurer X 

 Mr. Ronald L. Hoffman X 

 Mr. Tony G. McKnight X 

 Mr. Christopher T. Nesbit X 

 Mr. Thomas J. Rubillo X 

 Mr. Jeremy M. Tittle X 

 Mr. Ronald E. Wilson   X 

 Mr. Richard J. Musselman, Superintendent  X 

   (Non-Voting Member)  

 Ms. Allyson L. Folk, Secretary (Non-Member) X 

 

 OTHERS 

 

 Mr. Joseph W. Stroup, Director of Curriculum and Instruction 

 Mr. Michael A. Miller, Business Manager 

 Mr. Dane S. Aucker, Principal, Midd-West Middle School 

 Mr. Jeremy D. Brown, Assistant Principal, Midd-West High School 

 Mrs. Lee C. Bzdil, Supervisor of Special Education 

 Ms. Cynthia L. Hutchinson, Principal, Middleburg Elementary School 

 Miss Erin C. Sheedy, Principal, West Snyder Elementary School 

 Mrs. Bree A. Solomon, Athletic Director 

 Mr. Gary L. Thomas, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 

 Mrs. Mary Beierschmitt 

 Mr. Daniel Bishop 

 Mrs. Molly Bishop 

 Mr. Kyle Boonie 

 Mrs. Melissa Boonie 

 Mr. Thomas Eberhart 

 Ms. Julie Eriksson 

 Ms. Jean Fawver 

 Mrs. Georgina Ferriero 

 Mr. Mike Ferriero 

 Mr. Jeff Fishbein  
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 Mr. Brett Fisher 

 Mr. Tom Hosterman 

 Miss Jennifer Hummel 

 Mr. Dennis Keiser 

 Mr. Randy Kline 

 Ms. Gwen Klingler 

 Mr. Daniel Litchel 

 Mr. Jonathan Moyer 

 Mr. Bob Mulrooney 

 Mr. Pat O’Brien 

 Ms. Sharon Piccioni 

 Mrs. Heather Portzline 

 Mrs. Beth Robertson 

 Mrs. Judy Robinson 

 Ms. Jill Shambach 

 Ms. Tonyah Stuck 

 Mr. Ryan Swineford 

 Mrs. B. J. Wolfley 

 Ms. Trudy Yoder 

 Mr. Nathaniel Zechman 

 

  IV. PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS 

 

 Public comment is restricted to three (3) minutes per speaker and on the subject of 

Agenda Action Items only.  Any individual who wishes to address the Board on an 

agenda item should contact the Board Secretary by 1:00 p.m. the day of the Board 

meeting at (570) 837-0046, Ext, 1100. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

   V. SCHEDULED SPEAKERS                                                              Mr. Victor L. Abate 

 

  There were no scheduled speakers. 

 

  VI. ITEMS FOR ACTION 

 

A. BUSINESS AND FISCAL                     Mr. Shawn A. Sassaman 

 
1. 2017-2018 LIST OF BUS DRIVERS 

 

Mr. Rubillo moved and Mr. Tittle seconded approval of the lists of bus 

drivers for Hunters Valley, Inc., Narehood Transportation, LLC, and 

Spade Busing, LLC, for the 2017-2018 school year. 

 
 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 
MOTION CARRIED 
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2.  2017-2018 LIST OF BUS STOPS 

 
Mr. Nesbit moved and Mr. McKnight seconded approval of the list of bus 

stops for the 2017-2018 school year. 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 
Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

3.  FALL ATHLETIC TRANSPORTATION BIDS 
 

 Mr. Nesbit moved and Mrs. Wagner seconded approval of the fall athletic 

transportation bids in the amount of $9,510.00 as follows: 

 

 Hunters Valley, Inc.  $2,215.00 

 Narehood Transportation, LLC $7,295.00 
 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 
8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

4.   TRANSPORTATION SERVICE FOR FOOTBALL PRACTICES 

 

   Mr. Rubillo moved and Mr. Nesbit seconded approval to accept the quote  
   from Strawser Busing, LLC, in the amount of $150.00 per transport to  

   provide football practice transportation to East Juniata High School for  

   the 2017-2018 school year. 

 

   Discussion: 
 

   Mr. Abate inquired, Mr. Miller, how’s this compared to last year’s? 

 

   Mrs. Solomon responded I think it’s very, very similar.  None of the other  

   regular companies wanted the run.   

 
   Mr. Abate commented thank you very much. 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 
Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

5. BID FROM REPOSITORY OF UNSOLD PROPERTY 

 
 Mr. Tittle moved and Mr. Rubillo seconded approval to accept a bid on a 

mobile home from the Repository of Unsold Property for Parcel #04-07-

081L-T01 in the amount of $200.00. 
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 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 
No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

6. RESOLUTION  
 

 Mr. McKnight moved and Mrs. Wagner seconded approval of a Resolution 

to appoint Michael A. Miller as its authorized representative to make 

requests upon and receive any and all tax information and records from 

Berkheimer relative to the collection of taxes. 
 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 
MOTION CARRIED 

 

7. CHANGE ORDER – WEST SNYDER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

 RENOVATION PROJECT 

 
 Mr. Nesbit moved and Mr. Rubillo seconded approval for a Change Order 

for the West Snyder Elementary School Renovation Project from Dave 

Gutelius, Inc., in the amount of $16,077.00 for the following:  

 

 Parking Lot $10,662.00 

 
 Remove existing pave/subbase in three (3) areas               

 approximately 1772 sf x 12” depth 

  

 Furnish and install Tensar 140 geogrid 

 
 Furnish and install 12” 2A stone for the above three (3)  

 areas 

 

 Furnish and install two (2) loads of screenings to choke off  

 and level other areas as discussed on site 

  
 4” Underdrain $5,415.00 

 

 Furnish and install 4” PVC perforated pipe in front parking  

 lot grass island 

 
 Includes connection to previous underdrain, 2B stone  

 backfill and geotextile 

 

 Patch base pave and concrete walk where crossing occurs 

 Lawn restoration included 

 
 Discussion: 

 

 Mrs. Wagner inquired is this an additional area, or what’s the change?   
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 Can you explain the Change Order? 

 
 Mr. Musselman responded right.  When they actually were milling the 

 blacktop around the elementary school, the one side of the loop closest to 

 the road, they discovered that there wasn’t a sufficient amount of  

 subbase underneath that.  You really can’t tell, and our Architect, Jay,  

 and also Reynolds Construction Company looked at it, and they also took 

 some equipment at it, did some tests with the gentleman we have that 
 does some of our testing for soil samples, and they feel that actually  

 putting this in is going to provide us many years of service.  Plus, that  

 drain being put in.  There’s water that’s coming off of that area, and that 

 drain will redirect that water away from there because it’s kind of  

 underneath.  We dug probably about a two-foot hole, and you know it 
 rained like the day before, but it was sopping wet under there.  So, we  

 got to get rid of that water.  I also asked for them to get a price to come in 

 and put a base coat in underneath there rather than doing this, and the  

 price for that is $155,102.00.  So, we certainly want this to be done right, 

 and we want it to last a long time, and Gary says we’ve had problems 

 with that area for quite a while, constantly patching and cracking 
 because it’s shifting underneath.  So, they believe that this is going to be  

 a really good fix for us, and it’s certainly not $155,000.00. 

 

 Mrs. Wagner commented thank you. 

 
 Mr. Nesbit inquired do you know where this will drain to? 

 

 Mr. Musselman responded yes, the drain actually will be on the front of  

 the sidewalk closer to the school, and it will actually go across and tie  

 into another drain that they already have there, and then it will go over 

 towards where the baseball field is, and basically day lighted.  So, it will  
 drain over into that lower area. 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 
Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

8. PUPIL TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT 

 
   Mr. Nesbit moved and Mr. Rubillo seconded approval of the Pupil  

   Transportation Agreement for a term of four (4) years beginning with the  

   2017-2018 school year for the following transportation contractor: 

 

   Rohrer Bus 
 

   Discussion: 

 

   Mr. Hoffman inquired what brought this about? 

 

   Mr. Musselman responded if you recall, there were two routes that were 
   changed at the end of last year.  Hunters Valley, we contacted Hunters 

   Valley about taking both of those routes.  At this point in time, they are 

   unable to actually get drivers.  It’s been very difficult for them to get  
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   drivers for their buses, and so, they said that they would not be able to  

   do that run.  So, we went to Spade Busing and asked them if they would 
   be able to fulfill that, and they were not able.  They only have one bus.  

   So, they’re very limited on drivers as well.  So, without being able to find 

   anybody that we currently use, we also looked at another contractor who 

   wasn’t able to find drivers, and so we did contact Rohrer’s because they 

   do service some of the local school districts.  So, they’re going to be able 

   to help us out with that, at least that one run, and what we did is with a  
   four year.  That concludes or runs out that contract, and we can 

   certainly look at trying to bring it back maybe to one of our three  

   contractors at the end of that four years.  There’s also a discussion topic 

   that we had talked about, and this came from some of our contractors 

   about the possibility of allowing mothers with pre-school age students.  I  
   know we’ve discussed that before, but it’s something that they feel would  

   really help them out with drivers, and so, if it’s something that the Board  

   wants to consider, but they’re really having a struggling time finding 

   drivers to drive buses.  It’s difficult. 

 

   Mr. Abate stated let’s say, Mr. Musselman, for sake of argument here,  
   that we go ahead and alter our policy and change our policy to allow  

   drivers to carry their school-age children. 

 

   Mr. Musselman stated non-school age, pre-school. 

 
   Mr. Abate stated I’m sorry.  Pre-school age children, but now we’re locked 

   into Rohrer for four years.  Am I correct in that? 

 

   Mr. Musselman responded once you sign this contract you would be  

   locked into them, but please understand, too, that they’re having trouble 

   just filling the routes.  When they have someone who is sick, or they have 
   someone who something can’t drive the routes, all of our contractors are  

   really struggling, and that’s why sometimes when things happen, the  

   contractors say, “Well, what do you want us to do?,” because they’re just 

   really in a bind as far as having additional drivers. 

 
   Mrs. Wagner stated we previously had where bus drivers could bring   

   their pre-school age student or children with them.  Do we know, or do 

   we have a reason as to why that was stopped?  I mean this happened a  

   couple years ago that they weren’t allowed to do that.  I’m just curious as 

   to why that stopped.  Does anybody know that answer? 

 
   Mr. Miller stated I wasn’t here, but I can give several reasons off my  

   head.  One is that it does take a spot on the bus.  That would be a  

   concern.  Two, it does take some attention from the driver to watch the 

   child.  Many districts allow any age including newborns.  Really the  

   argument today is weighing the need for drivers with possible risk 
   constraints.   

 

   Mr. Hoffman inquired what about the liability? 

 

   Mr. Mussleman inquired the liability?  I think Mr. Miller just talked a  

   little bit about that. 
 

   Mr. Miller stated it would be in the contractor’s insurance policy.  I  

   wouldn’t say the District wouldn’t be liable, but sometimes districts can 
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   be pulled into litigation. 

 
   Mr. Abate stated yeah, we can have more discussion, Mr. Hoffman, 

   back towards the end of the meeting. 

 

   Mrs. Wagner inquired okay, are the other contracts?  I apologize.  I 

   should know this answer, and I don’t.  The other contracts that we have 

   with the other bus companies, are they running for the four years? 
 

   Mr. Musselman responded correct.  We did a five-year contract.  They’ve 

   fulfilled one year.  So, now they have four years left, and that will put 

   everybody then, and you can decide what you want to do at the end in 

   another four years. 
 

   Mrs. Wagner stated we know that we have those two bus runs.  So, are 

   they able to pick up those two runs? 

 

   Mr. Musselman responded they’re only picking up one run.  Hunters  

   Valley will pick up the other one.  They’re able to fill the one run for us, 
   but they are struggling picking up the second run.  So, Hunters Valley 

   will pick up the one run, and Rohrer’s will just have the one run in our 

District.  That’s it.  One. 

 

Mrs. Wagner commented okay, alright.  Thank you. 
 

Mr. McKnight commented just that I don’t think it should be four years.   

It’s not acceptable on my part. 

 

Mr. Abate inquired so what would you propose, Mr. McKnight? 

 
Mr. McKnight responded well, I can’t give four for myself, but I’d only 

want to recommend one year until we could give Hunters Valley a chance 

to take the route. 

 

Mr. Miller inquired can I interject one piece?  Our contracts do not  
guarantee a set amount of runs.  They just guarantee state formula.  If  

you’re a contractor with a bus in our District, you will get state formula if  

you get a run.  There’s no language in the contract that says you get a  

certain amount of runs or anything of that nature.  It’s really  

management discretion as far as deciding how many runs a contractor 

gets, and normally that’s determined mostly on how many drivers they 
have and what they can handle.  Well, I guess I’m interjecting.  Yeah, it is 

a four-year contract, but there’s no route guarantee.  There’s 

management discretion to add or delete runs is basically what I’m trying 

to say. 

 
Mr. Abate inquired so if Hunters Valley came in next year and said, “Hey,  

I got a driver.  I’ll take that run,” we could do that? 

 

Mr. Miller responded potential, yes, we could do that. 

 

Mr. Musselman stated hence the discussion of allowing them to bring 
their pre-school age student. 

 

Mr. Abate stated yeah, but that’s later on. 
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Mr. Musselman stated I know, but I’m just saying. 

 
Mr. Abate stated I think we’re having it now. 

 

Mr. Musselman stated it’s time. 

 

Mr. Abate stated yes, it is time. 

 
Mrs. Wagner stated I think that’s.  I will tell you that I was approached 

about bringing pre-aged children with them that they wanted that to 

come back, and I didn’t have an answer as to why that was actually 

dropped.  So, I think it’s good discussion.  I think it’s going to help all of 

the bus contractors, but I also agree with the fact that we have to have 
the parameters set for that. 

 

Mr. Musselman stated I agree.  

 

  Mr. Abate inquired so you’re saying, Mr. Miller, that the liability is not on  

  the District since we don’t hire the drivers.  We don’t hire them.  We  
  contract out.   

 

  Mr. Miller stated yes. 

 

  Mr. Abate stated so the liability would fall back? 
 

  Mr. Miller responded yes, yes.  It would be the contractor’s liability, yes.  

  They would have a separate insurance policy for it in their contracts. 

 

  Mr. Abate stated well, I think what we can do, Mr. Hoffman, if you don’t  

  mind, is we can lay this in your Committee’s lap to discuss and figure 
  out what you would recommend to us, to the Board.  Would that be? 

  We can do that then.  Mr. McKnight and Mr. Sassaman?  Transportation 

  Committee can take it.  We have to vote on this (the motion). 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle, Wagner 
No:  McKnight 

Absent: Wilson 

7-1-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

9. PLANCON PART K, PROJECT REFINANCING, FOR THE  
MIDDLEBURG ELEMENTARY SCHOOL – 2016B  

 

   Mr. Nesbit moved and Mr. Rubillo seconded approval of PlanCon Part K,  

   Project Refinancing, for the Middleburg Elementary School 2016B Bonds. 

 
 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 
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10. PLANCON PART K, PROJECT REFINANCING, FOR THE  

   MIDDLEBURG ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AND MIDD-WEST HIGH 
   SCHOOL – 2017  

 

   Mr. Nesbit moved and Mr. McKnight seconded approval of PlanCon Part  

   K, Project Refinancing, for the Middleburg Elementary School and Midd- 

   West High School 2017 Bonds. 

 
 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 
MOTION CARRIED 

 

11. CONTRACTUAL AGREEMENT 

 

 Mr. Rubillo moved and Mr. Nesbit seconded approval of the Contractual  

 Agreement between the Central Susquehanna Intermediate Unit (CSIU)  
 and the Midd-West School District to be effective on August 1, 2017,  

 through the 2017-2018 school year to use classrooms/space for early  

 childhood education programs, including use of indoor and outdoor  

 common areas and facilities at Midd-West Middle School as well as  

 playground areas at Middleburg Elementary School. 
 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 
MOTION CARRIED 

 

B. POLICY AND PROGRAMS             Mrs. Sherry L. Wagner 

 

1. QUOTE FOR DATA MONITORING, TESTING AND REMEDIATION 
SYSTEM 

 

 Mr. Nesbit moved and Mr. McKnight seconded approval of the quote to 

purchase a data monitoring, testing and remediation system from LinkIt! 

for Midd-West Middle School and Midd-West High School for a three-year 

period as follows: 
 

 2017-2018 $12,650.00 

 2018-2019 $12,350.00 

 2019-2020 $  9,950.00 

 
  Discussion: 

 

  Mr. Sassaman inquired is this the one we’ve been discussing?  The same 

  system? 

 

  Mr. Stroup responded we implemented it last year at the middle school.  
  We’d like to extend it to the high school working with eighth to eleventh  

graders this coming year.  Mr. Edmiston recommends this very highly. 
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 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 
No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

 2. DEFINED LEARNING TITLE ACCESS AGREEMENT 
 

  Mr. Sassaman moved and Mr. Nesbit seconded approval of the  

  Agreement between Defined Learning Education, Inc., and the Midd-West  
  School District for all District school buildings to use Defined STEM for a  

  three-year period as follows: 

 
  2017-2018 $20,000.00 

  2018-2019  $  4,450.00 

  2019-2020 $  4,450.00 

 
  {Defined STEM provides hundreds of project-based learning activities in 

  science, technology, engineering and math for students in Grades K  
 through 12.  The Agreement also includes professional development for  
 staff members in the District.} 

   

  Discussion: 

 
  Mr. McKnight stated one little question.  Is this our ACCESS system? 

 

  Mr. Musselman responded no, no, no, no.  This is actually part of  

  STEM.  One of the things that the Board did when you approved your 

  budget, you put additional money into our gifted program.  So, this is 
  going to actually be a part of our gifted program, and some of our.  I  

  mean other students will use it as well, but it was one of the initiatives 

  we’d like to use to move forward with that.  It has nothing to do with 

  ACCESS. 

 

  Mr. McKnight commented just wanted to make sure.  Thank you. 
 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 
8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

  3.   SUBSCRIPTION TO BRAINPOP AND BRAINPOP JR. 

 

  Mr. McKnight moved and Mr. Nesbit seconded approval to purchase a  

  one-year subscription to BrainPOP and BrainPOP Jr. for Middleburg  

  Elementary School and West Snyder Elementary School for Grades K-5  

  to be effective on July 1, 2017, at a cost of $4,311.00.  {BrainPOP is an  

  online K-5 program with reading, writing, math, science and social studies  

  content.}  {This purchase will be paid with Title I funds.} 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 
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No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 
8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

 4. 2017-2018 STUDENT ACTIVITIES AND CLUBS 

 

 Mr. Rubillo moved and Mr. Tittle seconded approval of the student  
 activities and clubs for Midd-West High School for the 2017-2018 school  

 year. 

 

 Discussion: 

 
 Mr. Sassaman inquired did we just combine 4. And 5.? 

 

 Mr. Abate responded no.  Did I miss one?  It’s 4. 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 
No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 
 5. 2017-2018 ADDITIONAL STUDENT CLUB 

 

 Mr. Sassaman moved and Mr. Tittle seconded approval of the following  

 additional student club at Midd-West High School for the 2017-2018  

 school year: 

 
 Science Olympiad 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 
Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

  

6.   ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION FOR DISRUPTIVE YOUTH PROVIDER –     

JUSTICEWORKS YOUTHCARE, INC. 
 

 Mr. Nesbit moved and Mrs. Wagner seconded approval for JusticeWorks 

YouthCare, Inc., to be an approved Alternative Education for Disruptive 

Youth provider as outlined by the Pennsylvania Department of Education 

Alternative Education for Disruptive Youth Guidelines to provide 
alternative education services needed for designated Midd-West School 

District students for the 2017-2018 school year. 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 
Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 
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7.  PROPOSAL FOR DUAL ENROLLMENT AGREEMENT – LACKAWANNA  

 COLLEGE 
 

   Mr. Rubillo moved and Mr. Sassaman seconded approval of the Proposal  

   for Dual Enrollment Agreement between the Midd-West School District  

   and Lackawanna College (Sunbury Campus) for the period August 1,  

   2017, through June 30, 2018, for juniors and seniors taking college level  

   classes at $100.00 per credit hour. 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 
MOTION CARRIED 

 

C.  PERSONNEL               Mrs. Sherryl L. Wagner 

 

1.  EMPLOYMENTS – CERTIFICATED  

 

 Approval is requested to employ the following individuals: 

 

a. Temporary Professional Employee – Jenna E. Hackenberger – Special 

Education Teacher (Emotional Support) – Midd-West High School – 

Effective:  August 23, 2017, pending receipt of Act 151, 24 and 31 – 

Salary:  $46,187.00                                       {New Position/Edmiston} 

 

b. Professional Employee – Mary C. Beierschmitt – Mathematics  

Teacher – Midd-West High School – Effective:  August 23, 2017, 

pending receipt of Act 34, 151, 114, 24 and 31 – Salary:  $57,543.00 

                    {Replacement/Edmiston} 

 

c. Professional Employee – Beth L. Robertson – English Teacher – Midd-

West High School – Effective:  August 23, 2017, pending receipt of 

Act 34, 151, 114, 24 and 31 – Salary:  $50,012.00   

                              {Replacement/Edmiston} 

 

Discussion: 

 

Mrs. Wagner stated and I did get the correction on “c.” for the salary from 

Ms. Folk. 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 
No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Mr. Abate stated I do believe we have two of them present this evening.   
Mr. Musselman, if you would, introduce. 

 

Mr. Musselman stated actually, Mary Beierschmitt, is here with us as a  

math teacher, and we also have Beth Robertson who is going to be our 
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English teacher.  So, welcome to Midd-West School District.  We’re so  

pleased to have you.  Do you have speeches prepared? 
 

Mrs. Beierschmitt responded no, I do not. 

Mrs. Robertson responded I’m good at off the top of my head. 

 

Mr. Musselman stated okay.  Well, welcome aboard.  We’re really happy  

 to have you here at Midd-West School District.  Thank you. 
 

2. TEMPORARY SUBSTITUTE 

 

Mr. Rubillo moved and Mr. Sassaman seconded approval to employ the 

following individual: 
 

   a. CLASSIFIED 

 

Robin A. Kratzer – Temporary Substitute Data Submission Specialist –

Midd-West School District – Effective:  August 2, 2017, and continuing 

until position is filled – Salary:  $12.60 per hour  
           {Replacement/Musselman} 

     

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 
Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

3. EMPLOYMENTS – CLASSIFIED 

 
Mr. Nesbit moved and Mr. McKnight seconded approval to employ the 

following individuals: 

 

a. Classified Employee – David A. Howell – Full-time Night-shift 

Custodian – West Snyder Elementary School – Effective:  August 15, 
2017, pending receipt of Act 34, 151, 114, 24 and 31 – Salary:  $8.95 
per hour                                              {Replacement/Thomas} 

 

b. Classified Employee – Pamela L. Krouse  – Full-time Night-shift 

Custodian – Midd-West Middle School – Effective:  August 15, 2017, 

pending receipt of Act 34, 151, 114, 24 and 31 – Salary:  $8.95 per 
hour              {Replacement/Thomas} 

 

c. Classified Employee – Alison M. Zechman  – Full-time Night-shift 

Custodian – Midd-West Middle School – Effective:  August 15, 2017, 

pending receipt of Act 34, 151, 114, 24 and 31 – Salary:  $8.95 per 
hour              {Replacement/Thomas} 

 
d. Classified Employee – Danielle L. Bilger – Cafeteria Worker – West 

Snyder Elementary School – Effective:  August 17, 2017, pending 

receipt of Act 151, 24 and 31 – Salary:  $8.35 per hour   
                                    {Replacement/Rosselli} 

 
e. Long-term Substitute – Erin R. Graybill – Cafeteria Worker – West 

Snyder Elementary School – Effective:  August 17, 2017, pending 
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receipt of Act 34, 151, 114, 24 and 31 – Salary:  $8.35 per hour          
                                    {Replacement/Rosselli} 

 

f. Classified Employee – Tanya J. Gardner – Personal Care Assistant – 

Learning Support Program – Midd-West High School – Effective:  

August 23, 2017, pending receipt of Act 151, 114, 24 and 31 – 
Salary:  $12.10 per hour        {Replacement/Bzdil} 

 
 g.  Classified Employee – Lisa A. Gearhart – Personal Care Assistant –  

 Transition/Work Study Program/Learning Support Program – Midd-  

 West High School – Effective:  August 23, 2017 – Salary:  $12.10 per 
 hour              {Replacement/Bzdil} 

 

h. Classified Employee – Sky A. Kauffman – Personal Care Assistant – 
School-to-Work Transition Program – Midd-West Middle School and 

Midd-West High School – Effective:  August 23, 2017, pending receipt 
of Act 24 and 31 – Salary:  $12.10 per hour         {Replacement/Bzdil} 

 

i. Classified Employee – Sara M. Shambach – Paraprofessional – Library 

– Middleburg Elementary School and West Snyder Elementary School 
– Effective:  August 23, 2017 – Salary:  $8.35 per hour     

          {Replacement/Hutchinson-Sheedy} 

 

j. Classified Employee – Theresa R. Ewing – Personal Care Assistant –  

Emotional Support Program – Midd-West High School – Effective:  

August 29, 2017, pending receipt of Act 34, 151, 24 and 31 – Salary: 
$12.10 per hour          {New Position/Bzdil} 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 
8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

4.  APPOINTMENTS 

 

  a. CO-CURRICULAR 

 

  Mrs. Wagner inquired do you mind if I list these all together?  Do you  

  Want anybody pulled? 

 

  Mr. Hoffman responded “d.” 

 

  Mr. Abate inquired you want “b.” pulled? 

 

  Mr. Hoffman responded “d.”  

 

  Mrs. Wagner inquired “d.?” 

 

  Mr. Abate stated “d.” as in Delta. 

 

  Mrs. Wagner stated Appointments, Co-Curricular, a., b., c., e., and f. all  

  together.   
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  a. CO-CURRICULAR 

 

  Approval is requested to reappoint the following individual for the 2017- 

  2018 school year: 

 

  Gregory R. Erb FFA Advisor MWHS  $2,615.00 

 

  b. CO-CURRICULAR 

 

  Approval is requested to appoint the following individual for the 2017- 

  2018 school year: 

 

  Kristy L. Etzler FFA Advisor MWHS $2,496.00 

 

c.  EXTRA-CURRICULAR  

 

Approval is requested to appoint the following individual for the 2017-

2018 school year: 

 

  Lori A. Goodling* Assistant Girls Soccer Coach MWHS $2,535.00 

 

  *Pending receipt of Act 34, 151, 114, 24 and 31 

 

   e.  CYBER SCHOOL MONITOR 

 

Approval is recommended of the following individual as a cyber school 
monitor for the 2017-2018 school year at the hourly rate of $23.00 as 

indicated in the Collective Bargaining Agreement: 

 

  Brian W. Rees 

 

f.    SUPPORT TEACHER 
 

Approval is recommended of the following individual as a support teacher 

for the 2017-2018 school year at a stipend of $500.00 as indicated in the 

Collective Bargaining Agreement: 
 
Dawn L. Getgen 

 

  Mrs. Wagner moved and Mr. Nesbit seconded approval of the co- 

  curricular items a., b., c., e. and f.  

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 
8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

   

d.  EXTRA-CURRICULAR – VOLUNTEERS  

 

 Mr. Sassaman moved and Mr. Nesbit seconded approval of the following  
 individuals as volunteers for the 2017-2018 school year: 
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Alexander A. Callender* Boys Soccer Coach  MWHS 

Jason E. Walter**  Junior High Softball Coach MWMS 
 
*Pending receipt of Act 24 and 31 

 **Pending receipt of Act 34 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle, Wagner 

No:  Hoffman, McKnight 
Absent: Wilson 

6-2-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

5. ADDITIONS TO SUBSTITUTE LIST 

 
   a. CLASSIFIED/CUSTODIAL 

 

Mr. Rubillo moved and Mr. Nesbit seconded approval of the following 

individuals as custodial substitutes at a rate of $8.95 per hour for the 

2017-2018 school year: 
 

Robert C. Etzler, Jr. 

Donald C. Fogle, Jr. 

Keena L. Mengle 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  
   Wagner 

No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

6. ATHLETIC EVENT PERSONNEL 

 

  Mr. Sassaman moved and Mr. McKnight seconded approval of the  

  following individuals as fall athletic event personnel for the 2017-2018  

  school year: 
 

  Football Announcer  Thomas P. Devine 

  ($20.00/game) 

 

  Clock Operator  Thomas P. Devine 
  ($25.00/game)  Michael A. Feltman 

     Barry E. Goss 

     Jennifer Hummel 

     Brooke J. Keister 

     Emilee A. Shaffer 

     David A. Wagner 
    Lisa M. Wagner 

   

  Ticket Taker/Ticket Seller Jennifer Hummel 

  ($20.00/game)  Brooke J. Keister 

     Kay E. Smith 
     Ruth Ann Solomon 

     Jane I. Zimmerman 
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  Field Marker  Denny R. Irvin (Alternate) 

  ($20.00/game)  Shana L. Meiser      
     Chad E. Wolf 

     Christopher S. Wolf 

     Neal E. Wolf 

 

  Game Manager  Matthew M. Dietz 

     Allyson L. Folk 
     Michael A. Frye 

     Jennifer Hummel 

     Lisa M. Wagner 

 

  ($35.00/game junior high basketball)     
     ($45.00/game field hockey/soccer)   

     ($60.00/game football; $50.00/game JV/Junior High football) 

     ($105.00/tournament – field hockey/soccer) 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 
No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 
 7. SECURITY GUARD SUPERVISOR 

 

Mr. Nesbit moved and Mr. Tittle seconded approval of the following 

individual as a security guard supervisor for the 2017-2018 school year 

at a rate of $9.25 per hour: 

 
Gary S. Solomon 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 
Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

8. LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

 
Mr. McKnight moved and Mr. Nesbit seconded approval of the following 

medical leave of absence: 

 

a. District Office – Effective:  June 10, 2017, through August 8, 2017 

 
 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 
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9. UNCOMPENSATED LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

 
  Mr. Nesbit moved and Mr. Sassaman seconded approval of the following  

  uncompensated leave of absence: 

 

a. District Office – Effective:  August 9, 2017, through September 12, 

2017 

 
 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 
MOTION CARRIED 

 

 Mrs. Wagner stated we have a Supplemental. 

 

10.  RESIGNATIONS 

 
 Mr. Rubillo moved and Mr. Nesbit seconded approval to accept the  

 following resignations: 

 

 Robert P. Love  Effective:  June 12, 2017 

   Cafeteria Worker 
   West Snyder Elementary School 

 

 Erik R. Johnson  Effective:  July 10, 2017 

   English Teacher 

   Midd-West High School 

 
 Debra S. Good   Effective:  July 17, 2017  

   Personal Care Assistant 

   Learning Support Program 

   Middleburg Elementary School 

 
 Lori A. Grove  Effective:  July 18, 2017 

   Summer Custodial Assistant 

   Middleburg Elementary School 

 

 Billie J. Royles   Effective:  July 25, 2017 

   Mathematics Teacher 
   Midd-West High School 

 

 Daniel C. Edmiston   Effective:  July 28, 2017 

   Full-time Night-shift Custodian 

   Midd-West Middle School 
 

  Melissa J. Graybill  Effective:  August 18, 2017 

    Data Submission Specialist 

     Midd-West School District 

 

  Jodie L. Sheaffer                                 Effective:  August 14, 2017  

    Paraprofessional  

    In-school Suspension/Cyber Monitor 

    Midd-West Middle School and Midd-West High School 
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 Discussion: 

 
 Mrs. Wagner stated I have one question I want to ask, but I don’t know if  

 I can do it here. 

 Mr. Abate inquired would you like to take an Executive? 

 

 Mrs. Wagner responded just one. 

 
 Mr. Abate stated okay.  We’ll take a brief Executive Session to discuss 

 personnel. 

 
 An Executive Session was called at 7:44 p.m. 
 
 The Board reconvened at 7:50 p.m. 
 

 Mr. Abate stated the Executive Session was to discuss a personnel issue.  

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 
No:  None 

Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 
   11. TRANSFERS/CHANGE IN ASSIGNMENTS 

 

 Mrs. Wagner moved and Mr. Sassaman seconded approval to accept the  

 following transfers/change in assignments: 

 

1) Martyne M. Edmiston as part-time cafeteria worker at West Snyder 
Elementary School from three (3) hours to five (5) hours per day to be 

effective on August 11, 2017. 

 

2) Brenda M. Snook as full-time night-shift custodian at Midd-West 

High School to full-time night-shift custodian at Middleburg 
Elementary School to be effective on August 22, 2017. 

 

3) Michele L. Wray as full-time night-shift custodian at Midd-West 

Middle School to full-time night-shift custodian at Middleburg 

Elementary School to be effective on August 22, 2017. 

 
4) Toni M. Brower as instructional assistant/permanent substitute for 

the Midd-West School District to personal care assistant for the 

Multi-Disabilities Support Program at Middleburg Elementary School 

to be effective on August 23, 2017. 

 
5) Jennifer L. Keister as personal care assistant for the Multi-

Disabilities Support Program at Middleburg Elementary School to 

personal care assistant for the Learning Support Program at 

Middleburg Elementary School to be effective on August 23, 2017. 

 

6) Lisa J. Orner as instrumental/vocal music teacher at West Snyder 
Elementary School to instrumental music teacher at Middleburg 

Elementary School and instrumental/vocal music teacher at West 

Snyder Elementary School to be effective on August 23, 2017. 
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7) Jennifer L. Wilson as secretary at West Snyder Elementary School 

and substitute teacher and instructional assistant scheduler for the 
Midd-West School District to secretary at West Snyder Elementary 

School to be effective on August 23, 2017. 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 
Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

12.  EMPLOYMENTS 
 

  Mr. Rubillo moved and Mrs. Wagner seconded approval to grant  

  permission to the Administration to employ the necessary personnel to  

  fill any vacant positions for a smooth transition of the beginning of the  

  2017-2018 school year, with final approval by the Board of Directors at  

  the August 28, 2017, regular meeting or unless a special meeting is  
  scheduled before that time. 

 

 Yes:  Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle,  

   Wagner 

No:  None 
Absent: Wilson 

8-0-1-0 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

D. OTHER   

 
1.  DISCUSSION ON ALLOWING BUS DRIVERS TO ALLOW THEIR OWN 

PRE-SCHOOL AGE CHILDREN TO RIDE THE PARENT’S BUS 

 

 Mr. Abate stated, Mr. Hoffman, you’re going to take this to the Committee on the  

 pre-school aged children. 
 

 Mr. Hoffman stated I guess so. 

 

 Mr. Abate commented okay. 

 

 VII. CLOSING CEREMONIES 

 

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT           Mr. Victor L. Abate 

 

 Comment from the public is limited to three (3) minutes per person, and at the  

 discretion of the Board President. 

 

 There was no public comment. 

 

  IX. SCHEDULED SPEAKERS                     Mr. Victor L. Abate 

 

 There were no scheduled speakers. 

 

   X. ADJOURNMENT           Mr. Victor L. Abate 



21 
 

 There being no further business, Mr. Abate adjourned the regular meeting at 7:55 p.m. 

 

 Yes: Abate, Hoffman, McKnight, Nesbit, Rubillo, Sassaman, Tittle, Wagner 

 No: None 
 Absent: Wilson 

 8-0-1-0 

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

 

 

Recording Secretary: Chairperson: Date: 

 

 

           
 

 

Mr. Abate announced we’re going to take about a five-minute recess before we go into our work 
session. 

 

  

WORK SESSION 

 
   I. CALL TO ORDER:  8:02 p.m.         Mr. Victor L. Abate 

 

  II. ROLL CALL:            Mr. Victor L. Abate  

 

 BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS         PRESENT    ABSENT    LATE ARRIVAL 

 

 Mr. Victor L. Abate, President X 

 Mrs. Sherryl L. Wagner, Vice President X 

 Mr. Shawn A. Sassaman, Treasurer X 

 Mr. Ronald L. Hoffman X 

 Mr. Tony G. McKnight X 

 Mr. Christopher T. Nesbit X 

 Mr. Thomas J. Rubillo X 

 Mr. Jeremy M. Tittle X 

 Mr. Ronald E. Wilson  X 

 Mr. Richard J. Musselman, Superintendent  X 

   (Non-Voting Member)  

 Ms. Allyson L. Folk, Secretary (Non-Member) X 

 

 OTHERS 

 

 Mr. Joseph W. Stroup, Director of Curriculum and Instruction 

 Mr. Michael A. Miller, Business Manager 

 Mr. Dane S. Aucker, Principal, Midd-West Middle School 

 Mr. Jeremy D. Brown, Assistant Principal, Midd-West High School 

 Mrs. Lee C. Bzdil, Supervisor of Special Education 

 Ms. Cynthia L. Hutchinson, Principal, Middleburg Elementary School 

 Miss Erin C. Sheedy, Principal, West Snyder Elementary School 

 Mrs. Bree A. Solomon, Athletic Director 

 Mr. Gary L. Thomas, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 

 Mrs. Mary Beierschmitt 
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 Mr. Daniel Bishop 

 Mrs. Molly Bishop 

 Mr. Kyle Boonie 

 Mrs. Melissa Boonie 

 Mr. Thomas Eberhart 

 Ms. Julie Eriksson 

 Ms. Jean Fawver 

 Mrs. Georgina Ferriero 

 Mr. Mike Ferriero 

 Mr. Jeff Fishbein  

 Mr. Brett Fisher 

 Mr. Tom Hosterman 

 Miss Jennifer Hummel 

 Mr. Dennis Keiser 

 Mr. Randy Kline 

 Ms. Gwen Klingler 

 Mr. Daniel Litchel 

 Mr. Jonathan Moyer 

 Mr. Bob Mulrooney 

 Mr. Pat O’Brien 

 Ms. Sharon Piccioni 

 Mrs. Heather Portzline 

 Mrs. Beth Robertson 

 Mrs. Judy Robinson 

 Ms. Jill Shambach 

 Ms. Tonyah Stuck 

 Mr. Ryan Swineford 

 Mrs. B. J. Wolfley 

 Ms. Trudy Yoder 

 Mr. Nathaniel Zechman 

 

 III. SCHEDULED SPEAKERS              Mr. Victor L. Abate  

 
 Mr. Abate stated we have some guests this evening from Mifflinburg Area School  

District.  We have Dennis Keiser, who is their Board President; Jill Shambach, Tom 

Hosterman, Tom Eberhart, Bob Mulrooney, Jon Moyer and Mr. Litchel, the 

Superintendent of Mifflinburg.  Gentlemen, Ladies, welcome.  Welcome to Midd-West. 

Mr. Musselman, if you would take it from here, please. 

 
Mr. Musselman stated thank you, Mr. Abate.  One of the things that obviously when we 

presented with the vote from Juniata County School District that they would end the 

co-op with East Juniata, we were forced to start looking at options that we would 

pursue for our students here at Midd-West School District.  Obviously, one option is 

that we would start our own program.  An option is to do absolutely nothing.  Another 
option is to possibly have another co-op with another school district.  I was able to 

contact Mr. Litchel.  I contacted other school districts as well, but I was able to contact 

Mr. Litchel, and we just had a really informal discussion, and so what we have tonight 

is we’d like to open it up.  I know that the Board, this Board, Midd-West Board, and 

there’s probably some questions from you folks from Mifflinburg, but we’d just like to 

open up some discussion as far as what a co-op would look like, how it would work 
together.  Also, I’m sure that there are some concerns.  There are probably some 

apprehension and just things that people want to bring up.  So, we thought that the 

best thing to do is just to have an open, public forum that we could actually discuss 

those things.  We’re not trying to hide anything, but it is an option, and it’s something 
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to look forward to.  So, I guess we just kick this off and get it started.  Do we have a 

wireless microphone somewhere?  Can we get one for those folks over there?  That 
would be great.  We do have a.  We looked at the model, the agreement that we had with 

East Juniata and Juniata County School District.  We looked at the model of the 

agreement that we had with them.  Mr. Litchel, his Solicitor, as well as our Solicitor, 

has looked at it.  There are a few minor tweaks to it, but basically what we would be 

looking at is that our students from Midd-West High School that want to play football, 

we would actually transport them to Mifflinburg where they would conduct all of their 
practices, all of their games.  Everything would be done over in Mifflinburg, and, of 

course, they would be part of their team over there.  Midd-West School District would 

pay for the transportation to and from Mifflinburg for all of the practices and games, 

and then at the end of the year, we would look at the net cost of the actual program, 

and we would pay a portion equal to our participation that we had.  So, it’s very similar 
to what we had with East Juniata, and that’s how we were looking at setting that up, 

but I’d like to.  I know that some folks here have some questions.  So, I’m just going to 

open it up.  Likewise, jump in.  You guys may have some questions as well.  This 

discussion right now is for the Board, Midd-West and Mifflinburg Board, right now.  I 

know we have a public comment later on, but that will be during our public common 

session.  So, Board members, go ahead and ask some questions, or you guys talk. 
 
Mifflinburg male Board member inquired can you please provide some insight on 

projected numbers of students that you know of right now that will participate at each 

level for grades 7 through 12?  So, I assume that encompasses junior high, junior 

varsity, etc. 

 
Mr. Abate responded the last numbers that we received were 17 students, grades 7 and 

8 and 54 students, nine through twelve.  I do not have the class breakdown of those 

students.  I do not have. 

 

Mr. Musselman stated if I can also interject, Bree, do you happen to remember like our 
historical information as far as what we typically had sign up for football?  Do you 

happen to have that with you, or can you dig it up real quick? 

 

Mrs. Solomon responded yes, hang on a second. 

 

Mr. Musselman stated and then grab that microphone then, too. 
 

Mr. Nesbit stated while she’s looking for those numbers, do you have your current sign-

ups for this coming season as well? 

 
Mifflinburg male Board member responded I personally do not have that information. 

 
Mr. Litchel stated I think we are varsity about 35 to 40 at the high school level.  I do not 

know what our junior high program numbers are.  Again, their fall practice is today. 

 

Mr. Musselman inquired, Bree, do you have those numbers? 

 
Mrs. Solomon responded sure.  As of today, like you said, today was the first day.  So, 

what I had today, I had 35 players in grades nine through twelve.  I’m anticipating that 

there were a few more that turned in physicals today at the first day of practice.  So, 

going into today, we had 35 nine through twelfth graders.  For seventh and eighth, our 

numbers have dropped considerably as far as those that have their physicals who were 

ready to go today.  We had about 4 individuals in grades seven and eight.  Now, I did 
not hear what the number was as far as a lot of kids will show up with their physical 

today and be ready to go.  So, that number will probably be higher, but I did not hear 
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because they are just finishing probably right now.  As far as in past years, last year in 

2016 we had 36 varsity players and 25 junior high players.  Two years ago we had 40 
varsity and 26 junior high.  In 2014, we had 29 varsity and 16 junior high, and in 2013 

we had 27 varsity and 12 junior high.  So, over the years the numbers have gone up 

quite a bit.  Any other questions? 

 

Mr. Abate inquired, Bree, do you have the breakdown of grade levels or no?  You just 

have nine through twelve and seven through eight. 
 

Mrs. Solomon responded correct, yeah.  I did them, the individuals nine through twelve 

because the nine graders can shift once the coach decides they can either stay up on 

varsity or go down to junior high.  So, I usually give them the number for nine through 

twelve and then seventh and eighth. 
 

Mr. Abate commented okay.  Thank you.  Have you, in Mifflinburg, have you noticed a 

trend of your numbers either trending up, trending down? 

 
Mifflinburg male Board member responded down. 

 
Mr. Abate commented they’re going down.   

 
Mifflinburg male Board member stated a lot of our participation now are things like cross 

country and lacrosse and various things like that that seems to be that’s becoming very 

popular.  Cross country, track and lacrosse are the new magic sports to play. 

 
Mr. Abate inquired can you, or are you at liberty to discuss what your Booster Club’s 

financial responsibility or participation is?  I know when we were up in your District, 

you gave us a number of what your District supplies and your budget.  I forgot to ask 

that question when I was there. 

 

Mr. Litchel responded our Booster Club is an active group.  They run a concession 
stand at all home games, and I would say one of the primary offerings they have our 

players has to do with equipment, warm-up outfits, t-shirts, things of this nature.  They 

also provide food/meals to the players at game time.  That’s a primary benefit that they 

provide.  We also have an active Band Booster group that runs a different concession 

stand at football games, and their primary benefit is the band providing opportunities 
for members of the marching band. 

 

Mr. Abate commented thank you, sir.   

 

Mr. Musselman stated, Mr. Litchel, you just brought up about the band, and Mrs. 

Hutchinson was the principal at our high school for a number of years, and she’s 
changed now at the elementary school.  I might ask her, but I believe that when we 

were in a co-op with E.J. they allowed some of our students, if they wanted to, they 

could go over and play.  I know I used to look up there and see some of ours.  Do you 

think that would still be allowed if we did a co-op like if we had students that wanted to 

be a part of a marching band, and we could work out?  Do you think that would be 
something you’d interested in if this co-op goes through? 

 

Mr. Litchel responded I think if this were to go through, I think a partnership in a 

number of different ways. 

 

Mr. Musselman commented okay. 
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Mr. Litchel stated would be very feasible.  One concern or hurdle for our band that we’d 

have to get passed is the fact that many of our band lessons are actually part of the 
instructional day at school. 

 

Mr. Musselman commented okay. 

 

Mr. Litchel stated and so the after-school and the evening practices are often just a 

means of pulling together various things that were taught in the course of the day, and 
that would obviously not be the case for a student coming from elsewhere, but we 

would not be opposed to considering the options. 

 

Mr. Musselman stated well, maybe there’s a possibility instead of even being part of the 

drill team or just even being a part of like the pep section when they’re up in the stage 
and help to play along with the some of the songs, I just know that some of our 

students may.  There hasn’t been a lot, but there have been a few that I’ve seen over 

there with E.J. when we did a co-op with them. 

 

Mr. Litchel commented yeah. 

 
Mr. Musselman commented okay. 

 

Ms. Shambach stated I just had a question along those lines.  How did they handle 

cheerleading? 

 
Mr. Musselman responded we didn’t have cheerleading for football.  I don’t know if any 

students went over there for any special events or not, but I don’t recall that our 

cheerleaders went over and participated in any of that. 

 

Ms. Shambach inquired so it’s strictly the band and the players? 

 
Mr. Musselman stated and when I say the band, we’re talking about a few musicians 

that would actually participate if they wanted to.  It wasn’t like required or anything 

else, and sometimes, like I said, it was just they wanted to be a part of that to join 

along, and they may not have even taken the field.  I don’t know. 

 
Mifflinburg male Board member stated question for you.  Currently, do Midd-West 

players earn, or I’m sure what the system may be, but points or credits towards a 

varsity jacket, and if so, was that an E.J. jacket, or they earned their own Midd-West 

jacket?  I don’t know how that would work. 

 

Mr. Musselman stated I’m going to defer that to Mrs. Solomon, our AD.  We’re going to 
defer to her. 

 

Mrs. Solomon stated yeah, that was a tricky one.  They would earn a letter from East 

Juniata which was basically a certificate that they received that they were a letter 

winner, a varsity letter winner, and then we treated them as a letter winner here.  So, if 

they earned a varsity letter as an E.J. football player, they received their Midd-West 
letter or their jacket or whatever they qualified for.   

 
Mifflinburg male Board member stated another question for clarification.  In the proposal 

or proposed idea, there’s an item that references transportation, but it specifically 

mentions transportation of Midd-West participants “to” the Mifflinburg facilities.  Are 

you then saying that return transportation is to be the student’s responsibility? 
 

Mr. Abate responded no. 
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Mr. Musselman stated no, we would provide it to and from.  So, if that needs to be 

changed in there, then that’s something we would probably have to change, but we 
would provide transportation to practice, home from practices.  Obviously, games we 

could look as well, if that would be the case, but a lot of times when you return home 

from away games, the parents pick up the students. 

 
Mifflinburg male Board member stated I was referencing Item 10. 

 
Mr. Musselman commented okay.  Practice back and forth we would provide that 

transportation.  Other questions?  Comments? 

 

Mr. Nesbit stated there was an issue brought to my attention regarding our school 

joining Mifflinburg that when another school joins an existing school that that team in 

the league could have another placement.  So, if they’re in AAA, you could move AAAA.  
I don’t know if the information is correct, but I was wondering if anybody is aware of 

that. 

 

Mrs. Solomon stated yes, every two years we report our numbers to P.I.A.A., and they 

will situate you according to your numbers within the entire state.  Football used to 
have four divisions.  They now have gone to six.  So, there’s single A all the way up 

through 6A.  So, depending on where you fall when they do those alignments every two 

years, you could move from AAA to AAAA or down or up depending on where the other 

schools’ enrollments are. 

 

Mr. Nesbit inquired so when you combine schools, is that reevaluated at that time? 
 

Mrs. Solomon responded yes, when you have. 

 

Mr. Abate inquired is that based on number of students, or is that just based on the 

combining of schools? 
 

Mrs. Solomon responded yes, every school district has to report their numbers every 

two years.  So, it’s based on your number of male enrollment or your female enrollment 

in any one sport.  So, yes, everybody does that.  When you apply for a co-op, you have 

to include all the numbers from each school.  Correct. 

 
Mifflinburg male Board member inquired, ma’am, for clarification, what you just said 

that that number is based on school-wide enrollment and not the specific sport? 

 

Mrs. Solomon responded correct.  It goes on your number because technically every boy 

in your school could play football.  So, it goes on the possibility of the number of 

students who could participate.   
 
Mifflinburg male Board member stated I appreciate what you’re saying.  I’m certainly no 

expert on it whatsoever, but I guess from what I read, there seems to be examples of 

schools that are a specific sport moved from one division to another so to speak.  Maybe 

that’s a false perception on my part. 

 
Mrs. Solomon commented correct.  For instance, at Midd-West we are a AAA in some 

sports and AA in others because it depends on the number, first of all, of how many 

groups there are like single A, double A, triple A, quad A.  So, if there’s only, for 

instance, basketball, football, baseball, they all have six divisions; whereas, field hockey 

only has two.  So, you’re going to be maybe double A in field hockey but quad A in 
football.  So, it all depends on, and that is based on the number of teams in the state 

that sponsor that sport.  So, for instance, field hockey is not as popular as football so 
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there’s not as many field hockey schools.  So, you could be in different divisions for 

different sports. 
 

Mr. Litchel stated I would also like to offer a comment to this question because we’ve 

thought about the same dilemma that it could create knowing that it would be very 

likely that our status would change in terms of school size.  The reality would be that 

our general schedule during the course of the regular football season is unlikely to 

change regardless.  We general play our neighbors and school districts that are around 
our region and within our intermediate unit, and we would anticipate that schedule to 

remain the same.  The real effect of moving up, if you will, to a larger class of schools 

would really only come into play if we made it into a play-off scenario at the post-season 

game.   

 
Mr. Musselman inquired other questions for anybody?  Other questions?  I know as 

part of for the Midd-West folks that are here, you know we did look at what it would 

cost to fund our own program and obviously, that could be significant, and there’s a lot 

of what ifs involved in that.  There’s a lot of questions as far as what the Boosters would 

provide and everything else.  When we looked at that, one of the things we looked at 

with a co-op is basically there’s no impact to our budget meaning it would fall in line 
with what we are currently paying with our East Juniata co-op.  So, there’s really no hit 

to our budget whatsoever.  We’d be able to fund it.  Obviously, if we do start our own 

program, and of course, these are estimates, and I think we tried to, Mr. Miller and Mrs. 

Solomon, we’re looking at these.  We tried to be as conservative as possible, but there 

would be additional costs to our budget.  So, that’s something to consider.  It’s not the 
only reason why you do things, but it certainly is something to factor in to consider as 

you move forward.  So, one of the things we wanted to do was provide some options.  I 

think it’s extremely important for us to have extra-curricular activities for our students 

and so regardless of what we decide to do, I certainly hope we can have something, and 

I want to say, too, the first time that I came to Mr. Litchel and I said something about it,  

his first thing was that it’s so important.  He wanted to see our kids have some place to 
play football, something to participate in, and I just want to, Dan, I just wanted to say 

thank you very much because that’s a sign and the voice of a true educator that cares 

about kids.  So, thank you very much for that.   

 

Mr. Abate stated the number of student participants you have is must be having an 
effect on your ability to compete.  Am I wrong in that?  You have students playing on 

both sides. 

 

Mr. Litchel responded you’re not wrong.  Obviously, there’s trouble getting a magic 

number that makes it very difficult, and I feel comfortable in saying that our program as 

it stands is a reasonable football program, and there’s some competition.  We hold our 
own often times, but as that number continues to dwindle, one concern that I have has 

to do with student interest.  Like I said, there’s probably a magic number somewhere, 

but when you get to the point where a key student injury might be impacting in some 

way and is playing on both sides in football, and then he’s back up to step in, that can 

have a significant impact on the program if you don’t have extra players.  So, I feel okay 
with where we are, but I’d be concerned if our numbers continued to decline as we’re 

seeing. 

 

Mr. Abate commented thank you, sir. 

 

Mr. Rubillo stated as discussion has taken place before this meeting tonight, and I 
thank you, our neighbors, for coming over.  I really do.  This is just a thought, but my 

personal opinion, I personally would love to see Midd-West do our own thing here.  That 

is my strong desire to see happen, and now a thought come to my mind as I’m hearing 
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you say that you’re numbers are dwindling.  Our numbers are increasing, and the 

dollar figures that we had discussed amongst when we had our meeting as far as us 
having our own program, it really wasn’t.  Yes, it was an increase in cost, but it was not 

that unreasonable.  The first year would have been a major hit, and then years 

afterwards, would not be as severe, all projected numbers.  This is just a thought.  

What if things might be reversed to where Midd-West would open the door, an 

opportunity for your players to come and join us here?  Just a thought.  My fear of us 

entering into another co-op is a few years down the road we could end up in the same 
position.  I think the athletic program is very critical and very important as long as 

there’s academic requirements that the students need to hold to participate, and I think 

that we would have a very large turnout amongst in our own school district.  So, I just 

sort of wanted to get my opinion out there, put my cards out on the table what I am in 

favor of what I’d love to see happen is Midd-West do its own program, and then as I 
heard the numbers.  Like I said, with your student number dwindling, ours rising, 

maybe that might be an option to consider.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Abate stated Mr. Rubillo did bring up a quant that I’d like to touch on.  Our 

academic eligibility is pretty tight.  I don’t really know what your.  We’re only allowed to 

be able to fail one core subject and one elective.  So, lack of a better term, so what is 
your policy on academic eligibility? 

 

Mr. Litchel responded I believe it’s pretty similar to that.  I think for the reasons of 

competition athletic directors across the region tend to compare notes on it.  Just 

recently we rewrote our Code of Conduct to include academic eligibility matters, and 
don’t test me on this, but I believe we went to a rule of one class failed. 

 

Mr. Abate inquired and is that evaluated weekly? 

 

Mr. Litchel responded it is, and in fact in today’s world of electronic grading, there’s 

really no need to hand in slips of paper once a week on all the athletes in the school 
because grades can be checked at a moment’s notice with the grading system. 

 

Mr. Abate stated yeah, I wanted to make sure we’re, if this were to happen, we were all 

on the same playing field.  They’re allowed to do this, and we’re not allowed to do that, 

and they’re allowed, not that they’re allowed to play.  I just want to make sure that 
everybody is, as you said, is a level playing field.  Okay.  Thank you very much, Mr. 

Litchel.  Does anybody else have anything at this time for our friends at Mifflinburg? 

 

Mrs. Solomon stated I have a question.  Can I ask a question? 

 

Mr. Abate responded yeah. 
 

Mrs. Solomon stated I’m just curious, and I know you don’t have this issue right now, 

but let’s say the numbers were very high.  Do you have a cut policy at your school? 

 

Mr. Litchel responded for football we currently do not. 
 

Mrs. Solomon commented okay. 

 

Ms. Shambach stated well, that would be my concern.  Your point is well taken.  Your 

numbers are growing, and I’m wondering, too, are our numbers down because 

enrollment is down, or are our numbers down because the boys are playing other 
sports? 
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Mr. Litchel responded I’d say both, both.  I think as we’ve studied our District 

enrollment just over the past decade, we have seen a reduction in overall District 
enrollment.  What Mr. Keiser pointed out earlier is also we have seen quite an increase 

in the number of students participating in cross country.  That’s really exploded in 

terms of interest there.  We have students interested in playing soccer in the fall.  So, I 

think it’s a double whammy there what we’re working on, and I would like to say that 

it’s not going to be a continuous problem for us and will continue declining because 

football is a source of pride in our community and in our school.  We have to make sure 
we continue to support that and helps that grow, but back to your question about 

cutting.  We have traditionally not resorted to cutting in most of our sporting programs.  

We have attempted to subscribe to the notion that extra-curricular activities are good 

for kids and having kids be involved in something helps them to remain active in life 

and connected to the school for more reasons than just the academic program.  So, we 
encourage as many of our students as possible to be involved in something, and 

therefore, we really try to avoid situations where we’re cutting students.  Obviously, if 

our numbers through a co-op program grew to an enormous amount that was really 

unmanageable, then we would have to really visit on that item and develop some rules 

or guidelines and identify where to draw those lines, but at this point, I would do what 

is possible to provide an opportunity. 
 

Mrs. Solomon commented thank you. 

 

Mr. Abate inquired, Mrs. Solomon, when will you have close to final numbers of 

participation? 
 

Mrs. Solomon inquired for this year? 

 

Mr. Abate responded for this year. 

 

Mrs. Solomon stated probably tonight or tomorrow morning. 
 

Mr. Abate inquired could you please e-mail that to the Board when you have those 

numbers? 

 

Mrs. Solomon responded sure. 
 

Mr. Abate commented okay.  Thank you. 

 
Mifflinburg male Board member stated this is a follow-up question to the cut policy.  

Years ago it was in force.  Where they may be excessive students that do not play, do we 

currently have a practice where not all students will participate on the travel squad?  
So, they may not be cut from the team, but they may only suit up for home games and 

not necessarily on the travel team.  Do you know the answer to that?  Is that currently 

in place? 

 

Mr. Litchel responded no.  I’m familiar with the practice, and I think that would be a 

part of a discussion if we saw the numbers reaching that point, but I don’t believe we’ve 
been there.   

 
Mifflinburg male Board member stated I think in the past it was an issue of an extra bus 

that’s required, and there were a number of players that were not playing.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Abate inquired anything else?  Okay.  Well, thank you all for coming.  You’re 
welcome to stay for the work session if you’d like, or feel free to leave.  We will allow the 

public to speak here at the work session.  Out work session is two pages, three pages 
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long.  You’re welcome to hear the comments or questions that they may have.  We do 

have a scheduled speaker this evening.  
 

 

 IV. ITEMS FOR WORK SESSION 

 

A. BUSINESS AND FISCAL           Mr. Shawn A. Sassaman 

 

1.  MINUTES 
 

a. Approval is recommended of the minutes of the June 26, 2017, 

regular meeting of the Midd-West School District Board of Directors. 

 

 b. Approval is recommended of the minutes of the August 14, 2017,  
 regular meeting of the Midd-West School District Board of Directors. 

 

 c. Approval is recommended of the minutes of the August 14, 2017,  

  work session of the Midd-West School District Board of Directors. 

 

 Discussion: 
 

 None 

 

2. LIST OF BILLS 

 
Approval is recommended of the list of bills for the period June 27, 2017, 

through August 28, 2017. 

 

Discussion: 

   

None 
 

3. TREASURER’S REPORTS 

 

Approval is recommended for the Treasurer’s Reports for the General 

Fund, Capital Reserve Fund, Capital Projects Fund, Food Service Fund 
and Activity Fund for the period ending June 30, 2017.   

 

Approval is recommended for the Treasurer’s Reports for the General 

Fund, Capital Reserve Fund, Capital Projects Fund, Food Service Fund 

and Activity Fund for the period ending July 31, 2017.   

 
Discussion: 

 

None 

 

B. POLICY AND PROGRAMS             Mrs. Sherry L. Wagner 
 

1.   QUOTE FOR PLAGIARISM SOFTWARE 

 

 Approval is recommended of the quote to purchase plagiarism software 

from Turnitin for Midd-West High School for a period of one (1) year at a 
cost of $4,448.00.  {This software will scan written work for plagiarism 
from Internet and hard copies of documents.  This will be paid with funds 
from the 2017-2018 budget for the Midd-West Cyber Academy.} 



31 
 

 Discussion: 

 
 Mr. Abate inquired, yeah, Joe, would you please elaborate on the 

plagiarism software?  It’s not pirated is it? 

 

 Mr. Stroup responded this came about a suggestion as part of our cyber 

school, Midd-West Cyber Academy.  We have students that turn in 

papers that sometimes, many cases, that the English teacher never sees, 
never gets to work with that particular student directly.  I did budget for 

it, but it can also be used in other places and subjects.  The idea is to 

include all the teachers in the high school.  That’s definitely where the 

idea stemmed from because it becomes a challenge to see if you never 

have that student in your actual day-to-day class and know it to be their 
work.  This software will take documents from the Internet.  It will search 

there and compare thousands of other documents for plagiarism. 

 

 Mr. Abate inquired do we have a problem with that that would prompt 

you to do this? 

 
 Mr. Stroup responded there. 

 

 Mr. Brown responded occasionally, you see it, yes. 

 

 Mr. Abate inquired but if you’re in cyber school, and I write my son’s 
paper for him, that’s really?  How? 

 

 Mr. Stroup stated we can’t tell that, but what we can tell is are they 

copying something from the Internet.  Actually, now you can do a Google 

search on a report, and three different student reports will pop up on the 

Internet.  You can cut and paste that whole thing and get your own.  So, 
that will take care of a situation like that. 

 

 Mr. Brown stated it will be helpful for our English teachers. 

 

 Mr. Abate commented okay, and over there at the high school as well?  
Right?  Okay.  I’m good.  Does anybody else have any questions on the 

plagiarism software? 

 

 C. PERSONNEL                        Mrs. Sherryl L. Wagner 

 

1.  EMPLOYMENT – CERTIFICATED  

 

 Approval is requested to employ the following individual: 

 

  a. Extended-rate Substitute – ______________– Guidance Counselor – 

West Snyder Elementary School – Effective:  August 23, 2017, 

through October 31, 2017, pending receipt of Act 34, 151, 114, 24 

and 31 – Salary:  $90.00 per day for the first thirty (30) consecutive 

days and $241.22 per day for the remainder of the assignment            

                    {Replacement/Sheedy} 

 

  Discussion: 

 

  None 



32 
 

2. EMPLOYMENTS – CLASSIFIED 

 
Approval is requested to employ the following individuals: 

 

a. Classified Employee – _______________ – Part-time Cafeteria Worker – 

West Snyder Elementary School – Effective:  _______________, 2017, 

pending receipt of Act 34, 151, 114, 24 and 31 – Salary:  $8.35 per 
hour               {Replacement/Rosselli} 

 

b. Classified Employee – _______________ – Mower Operator/Custodian – 

Midd-West School District – Effective:  _______________, 2017, pending 

receipt of Act 34, 151, 114, 24 and 31 – Salary:  $10.60 per hour  
                 {New Position/Thomas} 

 
 Discussion: 

 

 None 

 

  3.    PROFESSIONAL CONTRACT 

  

 Approval is recommended to grant a professional employee contract to  

 the following individuals: 

 

 Shawn A. Bainbridge English Teacher 

  Midd-West High School 

 Sarah E. M. Brubaker Elementary Teacher 

  West Snyder Elementary School 

 

 Loren E. Collins English Teacher 

  Midd-West Middle School 

 

 Brandon D. Folk Librarian  

  Middleburg Elementary School 

  Midd-West Middle School 

  Midd-West High School 

 

 Erica L. Hood Elementary Teacher 

  Middleburg Elementary School 

 

 Jennifer L. Mason Business/Computer Technology Education Teacher 

  Midd-West High School 

 

 Courtney P. Yerger Elementary Teacher 

  Middleburg Elementary School 

 

 Discussion: 

 

 None 

 

  Mrs. Wagner stated I’m going to let you go ahead and read Number 4.  That’s  

  something that needs to be discussed, or do we even? 

 

  Mr. Abate inquired do we have a number for that? 
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  Mr. Musselman responded not at this time. 

 

  Mr. Abate commented not this time. 

 

  Mrs. Wagner commented okay. 

 

  Mr. Abate inquired will we have one for the 28th? 

 

  Mr. Musselman responded obviously, we will. 

 

  Mr. Abate commented okay.  Thank you. 

 

4. SALARY RECOMMENDATION – CONFIDENTIAL  

     

    Approval is recommended of a salary adjustment for Allyson L. Folk at a  

    rate of $______ for the 2017-2018 school year to be effective July 1, 2017. 
 

5. APPOINTMENTS 

 

   a.   EXTRA-CURRICULAR 

 

  Approval is requested to appoint the following individuals for the 2017- 
  2018 school year: 

 

  _______________ Boys Basketball Coach – Head   MWHS $_________ 

  _______________ Junior High Boys Basketball Coach MWMS $_________ 

 
  Discussion: 

 

  None 

 

b. EXTRA-CURRICULAR 

 
Approval is requested to reappoint the following individuals for the 2017-

2018 school year:   

 

  _______________ Assistant Boys Basketball Coach MWHS  $_________ 

 _______________ Assistant Wrestling Coach  MWHS $_________ 

_______________  Junior High Wrestling Coach  MWMS   $_________ 

 _______________  Assistant Jr. High Boys Basketball Coach   MWMS  $_________ 

 _______________  Assistant Jr. High Girls Basketball Coach   MWMS  $_________ 

  _______________ Assistant Girls Basketball Coach    MWHS $_________ 

  _______________ Assistant Bowling Coach    MWHS $_________ 

 

  Discussion: 
 

  None 

   

  c. CO-CURRICULAR 

 

  Approval is requested to appoint the following individual for the 2017- 

  2018 school year: 

 

  _______________ Operetta Director MWMS $_______________ 
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  Discussion: 

 

  None 

 

d.  HOMEBOUND/IN-HOME INSTRUCTION INSTRUCTORS 

 
 

Approval is recommended of the following individuals as homebound/in-

home instruction instructors for the 2017-2018 school year at the hourly 

rate of $23.00 as indicated in the Collective Bargaining Agreement: 

 

Matthew M. Dietz 
Dawn L. Getgen 

Adam D. Steininger, Jr. 

 

Discussion: 

 
None 

 

e. AFTER-SCHOOL TUTORS 

  

Approval is recommended of the following individuals as after-school 

tutors for the 2017-2018 school year at the hourly rate of $23.00 as 
indicated in the Collective Bargaining Agreement: 

 

Melinda A. Callender 

David A. Fadale 

Chandler M. Sheaffer 
Kathy E. Shellenberger 

 

Discussion: 

 

None 

 
6.  FITNESS CENTER SUPERVISORS 

 

 Approval is recommended of the following individuals as fitness center  

 supervisors for the 2017-2018 fiscal year at the hourly rate of $16.00 for 

 a maximum of 460 hours: 
 

 _______________ 

 _______________  

 

 Discussion: 

 
 None 

   

7.    SCHOOL DENTIST 

 

Approval is recommended entering into a contract with Dr. Joshua P. 
McMillen to do school dental examinations at $6.00 per student plus up 

to an additional $2.00 per student for supplies to be effective on 
September 1, 2017, through August 31, 2018.  {Includes one examination 
for K, 1, 3 & 7.  It was a $40.00 hourly rate and $1.50 per student for 
supplies for 2016-2017.} 
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Discussion: 

 
Mr. Abate inquired yeah, can I ask a question?  I guess I can.  It 

changed.  Right?  Didn’t we used to have the gentleman down the road 

here with Dr. Bell?  I can’t think of his name. 

 

Ms. Folk stated Dr. Swenson. 

 
Mr. Abate commented yeah.  Why the change?  Just curious.  Nobody 

knows? 

 

Ms. Folk stated he retired. 

 
Mr. Musselman inquired he retired? 

 

Mr. Abate inquired he retired?  Okay.  I do want to announce before the 

work session is over we did hold an Executive Session on July 27 where 

we did discuss contracts and a personnel issue at that time as well, and 

does anybody else have anything to bring up at this time before we get 
into the discussion or the comment section for the public?  If not, we 

have one speaker who signed in.  Mr. Bishop. 

 

D. OTHER   

 
   V. CLOSING CEREMONIES 

 

  VI. PUBLIC COMMENT           Mr. Victor L. Abate 

 

 Comment from the public is limited to three (3) minutes per person, and at the  

 discretion of the Board President. 

 

 Some parts of the Public Comment were not audible. 

 

 Mr. Bishop stated hi.  Thank you for this opportunity to address the Board.  My name  

 is Dan Bishop.  I’m a volunteer coach with the East Juniata junior high football team.   

 I’m here to respectfully ask you to approve a football team for Midd-West students  

 instead of the Middleburg and Mifflinburg co-op.  I personally worked with these  

 students since they were in elementary through the Midd-West football program.   

 Because of the E.J. co-op, a majority of the players are Midd-West students.  These 

 boys, next year’s seniors, have the opportunity to play together as a team throughout 

 their high school years.  As we all know, this about to end.  They have worked hard.   

 Excuse me.  This is an emotional sport.  They have worked hard, and they deserve to  

 have a team on their own with the Mustang name.  I look another co-op like renting a  

 home.  You spend money to live there, but you don’t have equity in your own house.  I, 

 as a taxpayer, do not want to invest into another co-op.  I want to build the equity into 

 our own community.  We just spent 15 years and thousands of dollars for a co-op with 

 Juniata School Board, and what do we have to show for it?  If we send our boys to 

 Mifflinburg, as we already discussed, they will probably not get the chance to play  

 together as seniors.  With the Tiger co-op, again our boys played together because the 

 majority of the team were Mustangs.  They got to play Friday nights on our own field. 

 At Mifflinburg our boys may wait longer again to get on the field.  They will not be  

 familiar with the plays used by the coaching staff.  Some will spend their senior year on  

 the sidelines.  I’m asking you for the sake of our boys of the Midd-West School Board 

and the Midd-West community come together united as one and only have a Midd-West 
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team.  I ask that we not pass on the opportunity to get this equipment from East 

Juniata.  We will never have another opportunity to get this much equipment for that 

price.  The youth program wants to give us $20,000.00 to start a Midd-West team, and 

some of the Quarterback Club members have already petitioned area businesses and 

already got pledges of $20,000.00.  We are in the best position we’ve ever been in to 

start our own team.  Please invest in our community and our students.  I know it will 

not be easy.  It will take hard work and sacrifice, but there are many ways to raise 

money if you just give us the chance to try.  There are grants we can apply for.  We can 

ask for donations.  We can send pledge sheets to The Daily Item, The Sentinel and The 

Snyder County Times; donation jars at businesses, spaghetti suppers at the high school 

or the elementary schools or fire halls.  We can do car washes.  We can do benefit 

auctions.  We can have community yard sales or craft sales where we rent space in a 

parking lot for the sellers.  Maybe the Quarterback Club can set up a concession stand.  

We can have bake sales.  We can have benefit games.  Donkey basketball is a very 

popular event for games.  We can basketball or softball games; coaches versus players, 

players versus the Midd-West staff or maybe players versus the School Board.  Again, 

the Quarterback Club can run a concession stand.  There are golf tournaments we can  

 have.  There’s bingo we can have, Hoss’s fundraisers, Texas Roadhouse fundraisers. 

 Please give us a chance to try.  Our students deserve to have their own team.  If we all 

 work together, we can create something that will positively impact our whole school 

 community.  Thank you. 

 

 A round of applause occurred at this time. 

 

 Mr. Abate commented thank you, Mr. Bishop. 

 

 Mr. Randy Kline stated hello.  My name is Randy Kline.  My wife and I, we run the 

 midget program for Midd-West.  Currently, we have 90 players, a little over 90 players. 

 They love football.  They’re great little kids.  They would like to play for Midd-West.  We 

 actually had somebody move out of the area this year because there is no team to grow  

 into.  So, I never seen that before.  So, it would be great if the School Board would allow  

 us to have our own team.  That’s all I have to say. 

 

 Mr. Abate commented thank you very much, Mr. Kline. 

 

 Mrs. Julie Eriksson stated hi.  My name is Julie Eriksson.  I’m from the Kreamer area.  

 My child did play midget program until he had an accident and can no longer play 

 football, but all of his friends do, and they have a great program.  My comments are 

 just notes I took as we’re going, food for thought as you process these things, things I’ve 

 noticed in conversations.  Mifflinburg did not answer your question how much the 

 Boosters are putting in.  Just wanted to make you aware of that.   

 

 Mr. Abate stated oh, I’m well aware of that. 

 

 Mrs. Eriksson stated keep looking at that, and Board members you didn’t get that  

 answer; whereas, these guys are ready to give you that.  Mr. Rubillo asked the question 

 about what if Mifflinburg came to us.  I think that’s a great idea.  Obviously, if your 

 things keep declining, you’re going to need us.  What about the no-cut policy, and then  

 I ask, will Mifflinburg parents get upset if Midd-West players play more?  If we have 

 players that are better than they are, how are parents going to react?  I don’t know your 

 parents.  I know that the parents, and I don’t know mean this to sound in a bad way, 

 but Mifflinburg.  Apparently, we’re different in Middleburg.  Mifflinburg people are  

 different than E.J.  They have a very good program, and we’ve had a long relationship 

 over there, and the parents all got along well.  Are your parents even aware that this is 
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 a possibility?  And then there was the are they aware of the possibility that their kids 

 may sit on the bench if we would have kids play that are better than their kids?  I’m 

 just throwing that out there because that’s thoughts for everyone.  Thanks. 

 Mr. Abate commented thank you very much, Mrs. Eriksson.  Do we have anybody else 

 who would like to speak this evening? 

 

 Ms. Gwen Klingler stated my name is Gwen Klingler.  I very much despise public  

 speaking, but I just feel like I’ve been with a lot of these boys as their team mom, and  

 they’ve played together for so long, and they’ve built such a strong team and bond, and  

 I really feel that this is the time for Midd-West to move, have our own team.  These boys 

 need to be able to play as the Mustangs.  We need to be able to support them.  I have 

nothing negative to say.  I just want to speak about our boys, our cheerleaders, our 

band members.  I really strongly feel if this program is started you are going to see an 

 increase in the amount of people that sign up to play football.  They want to play for  

 Midd-West.  They want to be Mustangs.  We can start our own band.  These programs 

 in the fall, and I’m specifically speaking for my end of the county, this is what keeps  

 them channeled and off the streets doing things they shouldn’t do.  It keeps them 

 focused.  It’s kids that aren’t involved in anything else.  They need this.  Our 

 community needs this.  We are supported not only by the parents and the coaches, 

 but we are supported by community members who come and watch our Friday night 

 football games and have nothing invested.  They just want to come out and support 

 the school, come out and support our boys and the community.  We have many 

 businesses who have made promises to donate and then donate more once we get it 

 approved, and I feel like we’ve been stuck in between a rock and a hard place because 

 there’s support out there, but we can’t move on getting support until we get a program. 

 So, there is a strong, strong root of parents and coaches who are willing to put in the 

 extra effort to make this happen in the school district.  So, I just emplore all of you to 

 please take that into consideration and give our boys, and girls, because there are girls 

 on the team, a chance to play as a Midd-West Mustang.  Thank you very much. 

 

 Mr. Abate commented thank you, Mrs. Klingler.  Do we have anybody else that would  

 like to speak this evening? 

 

 Mrs. Georgina Ferriero stated hi.  My name is Georgina Ferriero.  I am from Kreamer.  I 

 am born and raised in this area and a graduate of Middleburg High School in 2004.  I  

 just wanted to point out something in your policy that I think you might find  

 interesting.  The Board recognizes the value of a program of interscholastic athletics as 

 an integral part of the total school experience for all District students and as a conduit  

 for community involvement.  The program fosters the growth of school loyalty within  

 the student body as a whole and stimulates community interest.  As a student athlete  

 who played three sports for this school, I cannot image putting on a Mifflinburg jersey.   

 No offense, but none taken I’m sure.  I could not imagine graduating my senior year  

 and not playing for my home school.  So, I just wanted to leave you with that.  I think  

 this community will rally. 

 

 Mr. Abate commented thank you, Mrs. Ferriero.  Anybody else? 

 

 Mr. Brett Fisher.  Hi.  I’m Brett Fisher.  My son played six years on the pee wees and  

 midgets.  I’ve coached every year with him.  I’ve seen these boys play.  I’ve seen them  

 from mighty mights up.  We are the only one in the area that have a mighty might  

 program that is full contact.  I think that we teach them from little up, and our goal was 

 to bring a football team to Midd-West not to Mifflinburg, not to Juniata, not to E.J.  It 

 was to bring it to Midd-West.  I’ve seen these boys for six years, and I’m seeing this 

 year.  The pride they have when they put their blue or black Midd-West jersey on, and  
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 they go out on the field, and they represent their school.  We are not funded by the 

 school, but we still go out there and represent Midd-West, and we do it with pride.  

 Each year we are in contention for the Super Bowl for the midgets and pee wees, and  

 we go out there, and we fight for our school.  They enjoy it.  You see the smiles on their 

 face when they score, and you see the smiles on their face when their teammates  

 score.  I think it would be crazy for us doing anything but playing at Midd-West.  Midd- 

 West deserves, and the kids deserve their own football team.  Thank you. 

 

 Mr. Abate commented thank you, Mr. Fisher.  Is there anybody else? 

 

 Mr. Michael Ferriero stated my name is Mike Ferriero.  Not from the area.  From Jersey. 

 Actually married to Georgina who grew up here in Kreamer.  Coaching over at East  

 Juniata right now.  I was head coach over at Lewisburg for three years.  The previous 

 three years, I coached football at Susquehanna University about two and a half years.  I 

 coached football at Selinsgrove.  Actually coached one of your guys who was from the  

 area and decided to move because Midd-West did not have a football program.  One of 

 the biggest things that I see with these kids is the pride.  You talk to the kids now, it’s  

 pride.  Coach, I want to be a Mustang.  I want to wear the MW on my chest.  I want to 

have those colors for my senior year throughout my playing career.  You know, those 

kids are talking about that now.  We’re also talking about how it’s a lot of No Child Left 

Behind type stuff.  When I substitute taught there a couple years ago, I talked with 

those high school kids.  A lot of big kids had no idea about their athletic ability.  I was 

saying, “Hey, man, you’re a big kid.  Why are you not playing football?”  I don’t want to 

travel.  I’m not a Tiger.  I’m a Mustang.  The biggest thing is that pride.  When you’re 

missing out say eight to ten kids, but that’s eight to ten kids that could either make a 

difference, or you can change their lives with giving them this opportunity.  Even at 

Lewisburg, there’s a lot of kids that they would do, trouble makers, you know those 

trouble-maker type of kids, football is what kept them coming back, but being a part of 

that team, it kept their grades up.  They kept coming to practice.  They showed up at 

school.  That kind of stuff.  When football season ended, you kind of saw a decline in 

grades and things like that.  This could really come together.  You have an opportunity 

right now where you’re going to be on your own.  A lot of this stuff is being talked about 

money, taxes, all that stuff.  Understandable.  Nobody wants to pay another $1,000.00 

in taxes.  Whatever it is, but what other opportunities are we looking into other than a 

co-op?  We have a beautiful stadium out there, a soccer field.  Why not just put some 

turf down?  Put some lines for soccer, football or whatever else you want on it, and go 

from there.  A lot of teams do that stuff.  Then, maybe all you got to do is have a press 

box.  So, there’s a lot of different ways to go about it, but I think you really need to look 

into it, and the big thing that I want to just get across was the pride in our kids, those 

individuals.  Let’s worry about them.  Let’s get those kids out that really want to play 

instead of just having them hang out and do nothing.  Let’s get them out and better 

their lives.  Thanks. 

 

 Mr. Abate commented thank you, sir.  Is there anybody else who would like to speak 

 this evening? 

 

 Mrs. B.J. Wolfley stated my name is B.J. Wolfley.  I have two boys that have played  

 football since they were five years old.  My oldest is 14.  My youngest is 11.  We actually 

 started in Mifflin County because at that time Midd-West didn’t have a program, and  

 then a year after we were in Mifflin County, Midd-West started their youth program.   

 We figured we’d let them get settled in for a year or two and develop their program, and  

 then our boys came down here.  Since they started playing down at Midd-West, every 

 year that I can remember, our Midd-West program either won the Super Bowl, or they 

 were contenders on both levels, both pee wees and midgets.  I think our name is on our  
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 league trophy numerous times because our youth program just excelled.  It was just 

 so great.  Our coaches are excellent.  Just very, very good with the youth program.   

 Something that I take pride in is after a couple years down at Midd-West, I took over 

 the cheerleading program.  We started out.  I mean there were a couple of years where 

 I sat and watched the girls, and there was maybe like eight or ten girls that cheered,  

 and I just kind of jumped in the next year because no one stepped up, and I just 

 wanted the girls to have a good experience.  Well, we went from one year of having 15 

 girls to last year we had 40 girls on the youth program between from ages 5 to 13, and 

 the thing that is kind of upsetting is last year I had eight 13-year old girls that it was  

 their last year being able to cheer because they’re freshman this year, and they have 

 no football team to cheer for so it’s kind of upsetting that those girls put all that time 

 in for the last five years and now.  They loved it.  They enjoyed it.  The only thing they 

 could really do is to go to competitive cheering which is not in the area.  So, it would 

 just be great to even just for those girls to have our own team so they could continue to 

 cheer for as a Mustang.  They did a really good job.  So, I’m just kind of speaking, I  

 guess, on behalf of the girls instead of the boys.  So, thank you. 

 

 Mr. Abate commented thank you, Mrs. Wolfley.  Is there anybody else?  Well, thank you 

 all very much for coming and speaking to the Board this evening. 

  

 VII. SCHEDULED SPEAKERS                     Mr. Victor L. Abate 

 

 There were no scheduled speakers. 

 

VIII.  REPORTS 

 

1.   SUPERINTENDENT         Mr. Richard J. Musselman 

 

 Mr. Musselman reported on the following items: 

 

1) Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for West Snyder Elementary School Renovation 

Project 

 

Just briefly, I wanted to just quickly fill the Board in a little bit on West 

Snyder Elementary School.  Things are progressing very nicely.  Our office 

folks are in the office.  Erin in creating a home there for herself, and we do 

want to thank. 

 

Mr. Abate stated we want to thank you, Mifflinburg Board, and Mr. Litchel, 

Superintendent.  Thank you very much. 

 

Mr. Musselman stated thank you very, very much for attending and joining 

us.  Thank you.  If you get a chance to go out and tour the building, that 

would be great.  If not, on the 24th we will have a Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 

at 5:30.  So, if you can attend that, that would be great.  After that, 

obviously, we’re having an Open House as well.  So, there should be parents 

going through the hallways.  Please come out and join us on that day.  It 

would be great time to walk through the building.  You’re going to notice a 

lot of changes.  It looks really nice, and I’ve been very pleased, but we’re 

getting to the end, and everything is.  We’re anxious to get everything in and 

set up to go.  I will let you know that a lot of the administrators were able to 

go out and actually assemble furniture and help move some of that furniture 

into the classroom.  So, for us, it’s sometimes a good bonding time to sweat 

and do all that work, but I think it also just is a teamwork thing for us to go 
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and be a part of that.  Hopefully, none of the furniture falls apart because I 

was doing other things than assembling, but no, they did a great job.  So, 

hats off to all of our administrators for all their work as far as that goes. 

 

   Mr. Hoffman left the work session at 9:01 p.m. 

 

2) Change in PSSA Testing 

 

I did also want to let the Board know that I received.  I did not receive a letter 

but I heard from one of the news.  I think it’s The Lewistown Sentinel sent 

me a note that was sent out of Governor Wolf’s office.  It was an 

announcement about the PSSA testing, and they’re actually going to be 

reducing the length of time for the test by 20% to 25% depending on the 

grade.  So, they’re really focusing.  They heard a lot of input from educators 

and parents across the Commonwealth, and one of the things they wanted to 

do is actually try to streamline that.  Now, they’re also going to be moving to 

a new system as far as measuring the student.  So, hopefully, they can 

balance those two as they move into a new process, but we spent a 

significant amount of time testing our students during that.  So, they’re 

looking at the possibility of at least one day per assessment being removed 

from having to test our students in the PSSA.  I know some Board members 

have expressed concerns in that the amount of time it takes us to do the 

PSSAs, the Keystones.  This is just about the PSSAs.  So, I thought that was 

a positive move, and I wanted to share it, but they sent it to the newspapers, 

but they didn’t send it to the schools yet.  So, maybe we’ll get it tomorrow.  

It’s a new day. 

 

2.   DIRECTOR OF CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION Mr. Joseph W. Stroup 

 

 Mr. Stroup reported on the following item: 

 

1) Thank You 

 

I’d just like to thank the Board for their continued support of our academic 

endeavors.  The last two Board meetings I put a pile of things, initiatives, 

goods that we need to service us to support our academic efforts.  This Board 

just always, always steps up and helps us to do what we need to.  I think 

one example tonight is the K to 12 testing system that we’re going to be able 

to use with our sixth through twelfth graders, LinkIt!, where we’re using it 

with all students and then also with the STEM initiative.  I think that’s a 

good way to differentiate for our higher students plus diversify instruction 

across all initiatives.  So, thanks again for your support for those education 

initiatives. 

 

Mrs. Wagner inquired do you have any numbers on home school?  The home 

school enrollment? 

 

Mr. Abate inquired do you mean cyber school? 

 

Mrs. Wagner stated cyber school.  I’m sorry. 

 

Mr. Stroup inquired cyber school enrollment for this coming year or what we 

had last year? 
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Mrs. Wagner stated yeah.  I’d kind of like the comparison because I knew the 

last report you said it was growing, and we had quite a bit of participation 

with that. 

 

Mr. Stroup stated I don’t have numbers for this year in front of me.  

 

Mrs. Wagner stated and I didn’t e-mail you ahead of time.  So, sorry. 

 

Mr. Stroup stated last year we had, and it’s hard to describe because of the 

way kids come and go.  We had 45 kids in the program throughout the year.  

We ended the year with 37.  This year I project we’ll start right around 21 to 

25, but they tend to grow quickly. 

 

Mrs. Wagner commented that’s good.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Abate commented thank you, Mr. Stroup. 

 

Mr. Stroup stated, “and I can have them for you for the 28th for sure.” 

 

3.   BUSINESS AND FISCAL      Mr. Michael A. Miller 

 

 Mr. Miller reported on the following items: 

 

1) 2017-2018 State Budget 

 

I’ll talk about the state budget very briefly.  The state has approved a 

spending plan for the year, but they have yet to agree on a revenue plan.  So, 

it’s a very interesting impasse going on at the state level.  As I know more, I’ll 

update you. 

 

2) Local Auditor 

 

In late July I met with Stambaugh Ness to go over the planning aspect of the 

audit, and they will be back in September and October to complete their field 

work.  They have advised me to, interesting piece I’m going to throw out 

there.  They have advised to accrue 80% to 90% of the West Snyder PlanCon 

funds which is a pretty considerable amount of money.  We’re at the “G” 

stage of the PlanCon stage, but they want those funds accrued into the fund 

balance.  So, that will be seen in this year’s audit. 

 

3) Finance Committee Update 

 

I spoke with Mrs. Wagner to schedule Finance Committee.  It will either be 

before the regular meeting on the 28th or soon thereafter maybe at the latest 

work session in September.  Items I need to discuss – First, the Finance 

Committee of the year – discuss a budget calendar for 18-19.  I have 

interesting tax collection proposals.  I need to discuss cash fund financing 

proposals and as time permits, revisit Act 10 investments which are those 

annuities.  A little over a year approved new investments that school districts 

can get into.  I want to revisit it and see how the Finance Committee feels 

about that, and then per Policy 609, I want to talk about the school district 

investments.  Generally, I keep about $3 to $4 million liquid in checking 

accounts to cover bills, other funds are invested in short-term investments, 

pools that resemble CDs.  Currently, our portfolio is yielding about 1.1% 
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those short-term CDs.  The rates have increased from about 30 basis points 

in May up to 110 basis points.  Otherwise, .3% to 1.1% since May.  So, it’s 

been a pretty significant increase, and as far as cash flows, in that area, the 

school district had a pretty healthy General Fund fund balance to carry us 

through the summer, but we’re reaching that time where we will shall start 

to receive our tax funds.  So, we should see the funds that the school district 

handles as a significant increase over the next month or two, but then as the 

year goes, they will decrease to the current fund balance.  Some general 

information about the school district investment plan and cash flow.  If that 

topic wants to go further, we can discuss in a Finance Committee. 

 

4) Postcards for Bus Stops 

 

Bus postcards, parochial and private schools, went out last week, and we 

sent about half of the Midd-West cards to the post office today.  The other 

half will go out tomorrow.  So, for students and parents of students, you’ll be 

expecting to receive your transportation postcard pretty soon. 

 

Mr. Abate inquired you don’t know how much that deferred revenue is going 

to be in your accrual? 

 

Mr. Miller responded they suggested about 80% to 90% of the face which I 

estimated it would be about $2.6 million.  So, if I take 80% of it, it’s about 

$2.1 million. 

 

Mr. Abate commented thank you, sir. 

 

4.   STUDENT ATHLETIC ACTIVITIES    Mrs. Bree A. Solomon 

 

   Mr. Abate inquired, Mrs. Solomon, busy day? 

 

   Mrs. Solomon responded it was, yes.   

 

 Mrs. Solomon reported on the following items: 

 

1) First Day of Fall Practices 

 

Today was the first day of fall practices.  We had over 200 athletes out there 

in the mornings and in the evenings, on the golf course, on the football field, 

all over the place.  

 

2) 2017 Number of Football Players 

 

I did just get updated numbers from the football coach.  For the varsity we 

have 39 of the 46 varsity players are Midd-West.  So, that was 39 out of 46 is 

Midd-West, and junior high we have 13 out of the 16 are Midd-West. 

 

Mrs. Solomon inquired do you have any other questions? 

 

Mrs. Wagner responded I do.  The numbers that you gave us earlier, Bree, 

the broad numbers for the years, was that all the students or just Midd-

West?  Football players that you gave earlier? 

 

Mr. Abate stated because we had 54 at the last. 
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Mrs. Solomon stated that was for sign-ups.  Sign-ups were 54 and 17, I 

believe they were originally, and some of those kids probably decided not to 

come out or whatever the case may be. 

 

Mrs. Wagner commented okay.  Could we have a list of the numbers that 

were?  I want to make sure that I have the breakdown.  I want to make sure I 

have the right numbers and also from year to year because I wrote some 

down, but I had a couple questions about those.  Could we have that 

breakdown? 

 

Mr. Abate stated that you gave us. 

 

Mrs. Wagner stated yeah, that you gave us.  

 

Mr. Abate stated the year-to-year breakdown. 

 

Mrs. Solomon inquired so like 2013?   

 

Mr. Abate responded yeah. 

 

Mrs. Solomon stated yeah, I have it in my phone.  I can come up afterwards 

and give them all to you. 

 

Mrs. Wagner stated and making sure that it was Midd-West versus E.J.?  I 

want to make sure those numbers. 

 

Mrs. Solomon stated well, I just have Midd-West numbers. 

 

Mr. Abate stated that’s all I want. 

 

Mrs. Wagner stated that’s all we want.  Okay.  Just wanted to clarify that. 

 

Mrs. Solomon stated yep, I can give those to you at the end. 

 

Mrs. Wagner commented okay.  Wonderful.  I do have one more question.  

Do you usually see others?  Like I realize like today is the sign-ups.  Do you 

see other students that will come in later?  Is that common? 

 

Mrs. Solomon responded yeah.  Well, I do sign-ups.  For instance, in the fall, 

I do them in May before we leave so they can get their physical packet and 

everything.  So, some kids will sign up, and say, if I’m not allowed, can I still 

sign up?  So, we always have them sign up so they have all their 

information, and then something may happen they don’t come out, or for 

some other reason, they don’t come out.  So, we usually have higher 

numbers at sign-ups, and then, you know, the first day.  Tomorrow there 

may be less.   

 

Mrs. Wagner commented okay.  That’s what I was just going to ask.  The 

other side of that is. 

 

Mrs. Solomon stated so, you may have a couple that were maybe out of 

shape and don’t want to stick with it, or you may have a couple, but usually 

with football, the kids that show up at the regular varsity heat acclimation 

last week so once you go through all of that and then on your first day of 
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practice with pads and helmets, they’re usually in it at that point in time.  

You’re not going to see a drop-off.  You may see some kids move in, or some 

kids talk some other kids into coming out.  Things like that, but it fluctuates 

a little bit but not too much. 

 

Mrs. Wagner commented okay.  Thank you. 

 

5.   FOOD SERVICE OPERATIONS      Mr. John S. Rosselli 

 

 Due to Mr. Rosselli’s absence, there was no report. 

 

6.   MAINTENANCE AND FACILITIES      Mr. Gary L. Thomas 

 

 Mr. Abate inquired poles are painted, lights are up? 

 

 Mr. Thomas responded yes and no, almost. 

 

 Mr. Abate inquired which is no? 

 

 Mr. Thomas stated they are currently working on the painting of the poles.  I 

 would estimate that he’ll be done with the stadium lighting poles painting by  

 tomorrow.  He still has the fence to finish up.  He did get started on that.  The 

 parking lot lights at the stadium are installed.  They were working last week, but 

 for some reason they are not on now.  So, we need to check that out.  I don’t 

 know if there’s a breaker turned off or a bad photocell or something, but we’ll  

 check that out.   

 

 Mr. Thomas reported on the following items: 

 

1) Domestic Water Heater Replacement for Midd-West Middle School 

 

The water heater replacement at the middle school, the water heater is in  

Liverpool, and they are planning on starting that tomorrow.  It should be 

done by Monday according to their estimates. 

 

2) Corridor High Glass Aluminum Frame Repair at Midd-West High School 

 
We had glass repair down at the high school, the high glass.  That’s being 

completed.  There was some missing block in between the aluminum frame 

and the support beam above. 

 

3) Sidewalk Repair at Midd-West Middle School and Midd-West High School  

 
Some of the sidewalks.  Had a company come in do grout injection/slab 

raising to get them level.  That was done. 

 

4) Status of Buildings 

 
As far as the buildings, the custodians have once again done a lot of work in 

a short period of time, and the buildings are starting to really shape up.  We 

should be ready for the start of the new school year. 

 

Mr. Abate stated I have a comment, Mr. Brown, but I won’t say it. 
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7.    CENTRAL SUSQUEHANNA INTERMEDIATE UNIT                Mr. Victor L. Abate 

 

 Mr. Abate reported on the following item: 

 

1) Next CSIU Meeting 

 

CSIU meeting is this coming Wednesday evening.   

 

Mr. Abate inquired Mr. Hoffman, did he leave? 

 

8.   SUN AREA TECHNICAL INSTITUTE           Mr. Ronald L. Hoffman 

 

 In Mr. Hoffman’s absence, Mrs. Wagner reported on the following item: 

 

1) Next SUN Tech Meeting 

 

Mrs. Wagner responded yeah.  He said his meeting is this Thursday for SUN. 

 

9.   PSBA LIAISON       Mr. Ronald E. Wilson 

 

 Due to Mr. Wilson’s absence, there was no report. 

 

10.   POLICY COMMITTEE              Mr. Thomas J. Rubillo 

 

 Mr. Rubillo reported on the following item: 

 

1) Status of Policy Committee 

 

Well, we haven’t done anything at this point.  We’re getting ready to, I 

believe, have a meeting coming up.  We’ve been kind of in a holding pattern 

right now coming off this summer.   

 

Mr. Abate commented it was a good break, huh? 

 

Mr. Rubillo commented yes, it was nice. 

 

11.   BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE            Mr. Thomas J. Rubillo 

 

 Mr. Rubillo reported on the following item: 

 

1) Meeting on August 3, 2017 

 

Because of work, I was not able to attend the last scheduled Buildings and 

Grounds meeting.  I got held up in Hughesville.  It did take place.  So, I don’t 

know. 

 

Mr. Abate commented I didn’t get to it.  Does anybody have the minutes from 

that? 

 

Mr. Musselman stated we actually did not have a meeting.  Gary and I were 

the only two there so we did not.  We did not have a meeting. 

 

Mr. Abate commented okay. 
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Mr. Rubillo stated so I have nothing more to report on that either. 

 

Mr. Abate commented alright.  Thank you, Mr. Rubillo.  You did a stellar job 

tonight.  You do know where the glue is that binds that Committee together, 

right, since you weren’t? 

 

Mr. Rubillo responded yes, yes. 

 

Mr. Abate commented okay.  Throwing that out there.  Mrs. Wagner, I guess 

Mr. Miller and you are going to have a chat. 

 

Mrs. Wagner stated I think so. 

 

12.   FINANCE/BUDGET COMMITTEE            Mrs. Sherryl L. Wagner 

 

 Mrs. Wagner reported on the following item: 

 

1) Long-range Plan for District Deficit 

 

I do want to just add, Mr. Miller.  I appreciate.  I hear your agenda.  I do 

want you to know I know the Board has had some discussion and some talk 

before in reference to looking at our deficit to see what we want to do with a 

long-term plan.  If I’m speaking out of turn, please let me know. 

 

Mr. Abate stated no. 

 

Mrs. Wagner stated because this has been something that we’ve discussed 

before along with everything else.  So, that’s something we may want to start 

to.  I think we kind of talked a little bit on the side, but I wanted to open it 

up with the Board taking a look at that, and what are we looking at as far as 

a long-range plan for that deficit? 

 

Mr. Miller stated I do.  I did present it to the Administration not to the Board, 

but I do have a five-year plan model.   

 

Mrs. Wagner commented wonderful. 

 

Mr. Miller stated so I will be prepared to discuss that. 

 

Mrs. Wagner commented awesome.  Thank you.  We’ll set something up after 

the meeting. 

 

13.   SUPPORT STAFF NEGOTIATION COMMITTEE              Mr. Jeremy M. Tittle 

 

 Mr. Tittle had no report. 

 

14.   PROFESSIONAL STAFF NEGOTIATION COMMITTEE    Mrs. Sherryl L. Wagner 

 

 Mrs. Wagner had no report. 

 

15.   TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE            Mr. Ronald L. Hoffman 

 

 Due to Mr. Hoffman’s absence, Mr. Abate reported on the following: 
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1) Transportation Meeting 

 

I guess Mr. Hoffman set up a meeting with the Transportation to discuss the.  

Next meeting at 6:30.  At 6:00?  Transportation Committee, 6:00, 28th. 

 

Mr. McKnight stated 6:30. 

 

Mr. Abate stated 6:15 on the 28th, 6:15. 

 

16.   BOARD AND/OR ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS      Mr. Victor L. Abate 

 

 Mrs. Bzdil commented I wanted to echo Mr. Stroup’s comments thanking the 

 Board for the additional funds for gifted education, and I’m really hopeful and  

 excited that the STEM Program will really help all of our accelerated learners in 

 the District, and just wanted to let you know that I’m planning and working with  

 the guidance counselors to mainly streamline our 504 procedures in the District  

 and just get some protocols in place.  So, we’ll be doing that really soon. 

 

 Mr. Abate inquired your program with your Work Study or. 

 

 Mrs. Bzdil inquired School-to-Work? 

 

 Mr. Abate responded yeah.  How’s that shaping up this year? 

 

 Mrs. Bzdil responded I think we have about ten students again for this coming  

 school year, and a few coming back for a second year, and several students went 

 onto Tech and a couple kiddos graduated.  So, I think it’s going well.  The  

 students have had success.  Thank you. 

 

 Mr. Abate commented great.  Thank you very much.  That was a great idea.  I’m 

 glad it’s working out.  Any other questions for Mrs. Bzdil this evening?  Mr. 

 Aucker, how’s the middle school shaping up?   

 

 Mr. Aucker responded it’s great. 

 

 Mr. Abate inquired is it? 

 

 Mr. Aucker stated I love it. 

 

 Mr. Abate commented alright. 

 

 Mr. Aucker reported the transition from elementary to middle was seamless.  

 Shari and everybody over there took care of me and welcomed me, and the  

 transition, like I said, was great.  So, I want to thank them for all of their hard  

 work and getting up to speed.  A lot to learn but am confident that we’ll be ready 

 for the first day of school, and Open House or Back-to-School Night is the 23rd.  

 So, I welcome everybody to come and take a tour of the middle school.  A great 

 place to be. 

 

 Miss Sheedy reported things at West Snyder are definitely shaping up.  Other  

 than cleaning, putting furniture into the room, delivering furniture, that’s what 

 we’ve spent the last week doing.  We’re pretty close in all classrooms being ready  

 to go.  Kindergarten Orientation is Tuesday, the 22nd.  Back-to-School Night is  

 24th, and the Ribbon Cutting at 5:30.  So, hopefully, some of you can join us. 
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 Mr. Abate stated I do off that week, the 21st to the 25th.  So, if you need  

 anything, please hesitate to call. 

 

 Ms. Hutchinson commented just again, I want to thank the Board for the  

 opportunity to move over here to Middleburg Elementary.  I think I’m all ready 

 for Kindergarten Orientation on the 22nd.  I’ve had many people stop in to  

 visit when they’re in the building.  There have been lots of teachers in getting 

 their rooms ready, and so I’m been made to feel very welcome which has been 

 really nice.  I know the staff really liked Mr. Aucker.  His secretaries really liked 

 him.  So, I promised them that I will take good care of their kids and their  

 teachers and everybody.  So, anyway, we’re excited.  I’m certainly excited for the 

 new year to begin. 

 

 Mr. Abate inquired did they have a going away party for you, Mr. Aucker? 

 

 Mr. Aucker shook his head no. 

 

 Mr. Abate commented apparently, they didn’t like you that much. 

 

 Mr. Rubillo commented they had a party.  You weren’t invited. 

 

 Laughter occurred at this time. 

 

 Mr. Brown commented I just wanted to say I appreciate.  I’ve seen the parent 

 support of our students in the District seeing the parents come out and support 

 things that are good for our kids, and I just want to mention that to you guys.  

 We’re ready for the first day.  We have a Mandatory Eighth Grade Parent 

 meeting on the 21st.  That’s mainly for laptop orientation so we can let the 

 parents and the students know the do’s and the don’ts of the one-to-one laptop 

 program, and then we have Back-to-School Night coming up.  So, we’re looking 

 forward to welcoming the students back and the parents. 

 

    IX. ADJOURNMENT           Mr. Victor L. Abate 

 

 There being no further business, Mr. Abate adjourned the work session at 9:22 p.m. 
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