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The golf team had a fantastic season
filled with many great accomplishments
and improvements. The season was
highlighted with a Sectional Tournament
Championship, the first since 1984, and
the first trip for a team to the District
Tournament since 1993. The team finished 7th out of 18 teams at the District
Tournament and missed qualifying for
the State Tournament by only 8 strokes.
Other highlights included runner-up finishes in the SBC Tournament and the
Fremont St. Joe Invite. The top 5 golfers Old Fort Golf Team:(from left right)
on the team earned All-Conference SeCoach Combs, Kaleb Wilkinson, Adam
Magers, Colin Nutter, Andrew Combs, and
lections. Andrew Combs (sophomore)
Carson Steyer.
led the way with First Team Honors.
Adam Magers (freshman), Carson Steyer
Old Fort Halloween Parade Events
(senior), and Kaleb Wilkinson (senior)
all earned Second Team Honors. Colin
Nutter (sophomore) earned Honorable
Mention. The team improved its tournament scoring average by nearly 30
strokes compared to last season and its
9 hole match scoring average by over 17
This year’s parade takes place on
strokes from last season.
Sunday October 27. Line-up and judging
is at 1:00 and the parade starts at 2:00.
Upperclassmen will offer carnival games
for a small fee as a class fundraiser. The
FFA will host a bake sale, and the band
will provide music! Cider and donuts
will be provided by the Old Fort Fire
Department after the parade.
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From the Desk of Erica Cobb, High School Principal
Greetings from your Principal,
Welcome to the 2019-2020 school year. Our seniors were
busy creating their senior parking space in the late summer
heat. Showing their individuality, they created beautiful pieces
of artwork where their parking space is reserved for the entirety of their senior year.

“The
opportunity to
be better than
you were
yesterday is
right here, right
now.”

Out with old, in with the new
If you have been in the high school commons recently, you will notice a change in the
scenery. The students’ lockers have been replaced with lockers that are wider than
the previous, as well as a fraction of the height. This will help with the security and
safety of our students.
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Etiquette at sporting events/extracurricular events is something Old Fort
takes pride in, as we expect our students to show sportsmanship and respect. From the time the National Anthem begins, to the end of the game, we
expect our students to show pride in
the brown and gold at our home events
and away venues. A few reminders for
our families:
1. If we observe a student showing unsportsmanlike conduct before, during,
or after the game, the student will be
removed and may have additional consequences for the words or actions.
2. Any sort of horseplay will not be
tolerated.
3. If a student is roaming the commons
or the halls during an extracurricular
activity or sporting event, they will be
asked to have a seat in the gymnasium
or leave the premises.
4. Running back and forth throughout
the event will not be tolerated.
Per our handbook:
REMOVAL FROM EXTRA/COCURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
A teacher, coach, advisor, or district employee
may prohibit students from participating in extra/
co-curricular activities they are in charge of supervising. An administrator may prohibit students
from participating in any school sponsored extra/
co-curricular activity. The student may be removed from any extra/co-curricular activity if his/
her presence poses a continuing danger to persons or property or an ongoing threat of disruption of the said extra/co-curricular activity. Extra/
co-curricular activity is defined as any school
sponsored activity within or after the school day.
Some examples of these activities are, but not
limited to: athletics, choir, band (marching, concert, pep, etc.), graduation, homecoming, prom,
dances, field trips, National Honor Society, cheer
leading, honor/recognition programs, clubsorganizations, quiz bowl. The removal may be
accomplished by the student’s parent/guardian or
representative of said parent/guardian. (Removal
may also be made by law enforcement officials to
facilities under their jurisdiction.)
POLICIES OF EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
Old Fort School recognizes the value of
extra-curricular activities for its students to give
enrichment to the curricular program and to
provide students with responsibilities and activities
outside the regularly scheduled day in the classroom. Another important value is to increase
school spirit and participation. Old Fort attendance policy for students attending an extracurricular event follows as if participating in the
extra-curricular event. As stated on page 26, a
student must be in school the day of the activity
by 9:36 A.M and remain in school the rest of the
school day. The exception to this rule is if the
student has a doctor's appointment, participating

in a college visit, or has an extenuating circumstance
approved by administration.
Sportsmanship Code
We believe that good sportsmanship, like good
character, is developed by conscious effort. We
believe that this development is an important part of
the school program. In that belief, the athlete will:
1.
Consider visiting fans, officials, and
athletic opponents as guests and will
treat them as such.
2.
Accept all decisions of officials.
3.
Be modest in victory.
4.
Strive to win fairly.
5.
Support my team with enthusiasm
6.
Remember that I represent my
community, my school, as well as
myself.
7.
Respect and cooperate with my
cheerleaders.
8.
Respect the authority and judgment
of the coach.
9.
Not boo opponents or officials.
10. Not ridicule opposing players or
schools.
11. Not criticize the players or coach
for a defeat.

Words have power
As our students grow and learn, we have the
power to encourage and support our students
in various ways. While helping them learn how
to cope with conflicts that will arise, we are
teaching our students how to handle stress and
become prepared for the world outside the
school walls. Here are 10 Empowering Messages to share with your child (adapted from
WabisabiLearning.com):
1. "Today is a new day. What can we do
with it?” The trials of yesterday are behind
you. A new school day dawns, and with it
comes possibilities. Chances for success, empathy, and discovery are abundant. Inspiration is
everywhere you look. The opportunity to be
better than you were yesterday is right here,
right now.
2. "You aren't defined by your failures,
you're empowered by them." It doesn’t
feel good to fail, but mistakes are a normal and
expected part of life. Not only do you gain
knowledge from your mistakes, they help you
grow and mature and become more resilient.
3. "The hardest person you'll ever face is
the one staring back at you in the mirror." It's true; you are either your own best
ally or your own worst enemy. It's up to you
to decide which one—and you actually do have
that choice.
4. "Success means caring.” Learning is personal to each one of us. Of course I care about
your learning. YOU have to decide however,
that YOU care and that you are willing to put
in the hard work to achieve successful learning.
5. "I'm a learner too. We need to support each other in that." Even as adults, we
continue to learn—in both our working and
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personal lives. Adults are neither above nor
beneath younger learners. It is a shared journey that connects us and provides an opportunity to create a strong network of support.
6. "There's nothing you can't do if you
really want to." Too often, many of us live
with more awareness of our limitations than
our potential. The time to change that is
now. You are capable of anything you set
your minds to. The only limits you have are
the ones you choose to place on yourself.
7. "Great things begin with small actions." Tackling too much at one time is a
recipe for disaster. So start small; begin at
the beginning and make a great change one
step at a time. It's important to build on
previous successes gradually and carefully,
preserving the progress of every previous
step. That's how greatness manifests.
8. "I'm always here to help you, but
you've got to take the lead." As your
parent, I am here to support, assist and guide
you in your academic potential. However,
the responsibility for learning and succeeding
is yours.
9. "I believe in you." This one needs no
explanation. Everyone can benefit from hearing this. No better time to start than right
now.
10. "You're not alone." It is easy to
sometimes feel like no one has ever felt the
way you do, and never can. But you are not
alone. I am here to help you and I want you
to feel comfortable coming to me and sharing with me whatever is on your mind.
Tips for parents:
*Don’t discount your child's stress. In
today’s world, high schoolers are under more
stress than ever - getting good grades, excelling at sports, preparing for ACT’s, part-time
jobs, building their college “resume” (which
starts as a freshman), trying to have a social
life and meeting your expectations. Be the
sounding board and safe haven for the stress
of high school life.
*Work as a team. We are here to help
your child grow emotionally and academically.
If you would like to meet with a teacher or
administrator, please contact the teacher or
administrator to schedule an appointment.
Days are very scheduled. In order to get the
most out of a meeting to create a plan or
discuss a situation, making sure there is adequate time is essential.

Let's have a great year!
Erica Cobb
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From the Desk of Laura Bryant, Elementary Principal
excellent young runners! A
strong Cross Country team
in the making, we think!

We are off to an excellent
start this year at the Elementary! Both students
and staff have transitioned
back nicely and are settling
in to teaching and learning.
We have several new curriculum updates, which are
already yielding positive
results. I am proud to tell
people, wherever I go, that
I am the principal of Old
Fort Elementary. Our students are amazing, and that
is a tribute to you, our parents, and community!
Our first Fun Run of the
year was held in late September and was a huge success! We had 192 students
participate. Additional Fun
Runs this year are scheduled for March 19th and
April 16th. Families are encouraged to come out to
cheer on their runners, and
volunteers are always
needed. Please let Miss
Kleinfelter know if you
would like to volunteer.
Pictured below are Cale
Hull and Isaac Waldsmith,
our two runners still going
until the very end. Actually, we have quite a few

Parent Teacher Conferences are coming up next
month on Monday, November 25th. (Remember,
there is no school for students the entire week of
Thanksgiving.) Please log
onto https://
oldfortelementary.bringit.bz/dashboard/
d77cb0 to sign-up for conference times for your children. We look forward to
seeing you then, but please
don’t hesitate to contact
your child’s teacher prior
to conferences if you have
any questions or concerns
that we can address.
We have some exciting
things coming up at the end
of the month. The Spooky
Lunch will be held on Halloween. This is where the
cafeteria will be decorated
for Halloween and I dressup It is the lunch time kids
enjoy the most throughout
the year! We turn the
lights off and light up the
room with stringed lights.
Later that day, we will have

Trick or Treating throughout the school, sponsored
by PTO. Please email PTO
at pto@oldfortschools.org
if you are interested in participating in this so we can
add you to our Trick or
Treat parade route.
A special thanks goes to
the United Veteran’s
Council of Seneca County.
They visited with our 4th
graders recently to discuss
flag etiquette. We appreciate their heart to help instill civic duty and patriotic
pride in our students, who
are the future of our community.

“ I am proud
to tell people,
wherever I go,
that I am the
principal of
Old Fort
Elementary.”

Please don’t hesitate to
contact me if there is ever
anything I can do. I count
it a privilege to serve our
Old Fort School Community.
With Children at Heart,
Mrs. Laura F. Bryant
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Employee Service Awards
An old tradition was reborn in Old Fort on August 21st. At our District Opening Day Convocation,
Service Awards were given to honor employees for their years of contribution to the Old Fort School
District. Awardees were honored for 1, 5, 10, 15, 20 and 30 years of experience. Congratulations to
the following employees for their many years of hard work and dedication to our kids.
1 Year Award: Kelly MacMillan, Kara Pence, Lynn Steele, Tanya Windau
5 Year Award: Robin Naugle, Aimee Beisner, Jared Bilger, John Miller, LaVonna Schank
10 Year Award: Bob Gillmor, Mary Smith
15 Year Award: Deb Kozel, LaDonna Miller
20 Year Award: Tricia DuBois, Diana Diels, Darren Wilson, Matt Combs, Cindy Heilman, Teresa
Wasserman
25 Year Award: Ann Miller, Elaine Magers, Judy Magers
30 Year Award: Janelle Phillips
Additional commendations go to Jody Scaife, with a district high of 31 years of service to Old Fort
students. It was fun to celebrate together and enjoy a tradition we hope to carry on for many years
to come! We thank the individuals above for their outstanding work ethic and unending devotion to
our kids!
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Art
On September 19th, the Advanced Art
classes took a field trip to BGSU for the
Focus Art Show. We were there to see
artwork that was based on people’s
private thoughts. We then explored the
Fine Arts Department While there, we
learned what opportunities were welcome to us if we would decide to pursue
an art career. They were all truly friendly
and hoped for the best for all of us.
-Shane Ott
Art Club Reporter

The winning Paint-A-Plow design by
Madison Shaull (Art IV)

The finished plow!

Art Club designing Peace Totem Poles for
Autumnwood Care Center in Tiffin.
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A piece of Back-To-School
artwork from our
talented student, Kelvin Black.

FFA
The Old Fort FFA students
attended district soil judging in Tiffin on
September 24, 2019.
Rural High School Team: Brianna
Davidson, Jade Smith, and Juan Garza,
Urban High School Team: Alyson
Pence, Ryan Miller, Alex Priddy, Dylan
Baker, and Faith Miller.
Urban Middle School Team: Addyson
Gillmor, Audra Miller, Marissa Dunn,
and Ben Hemingway.
Rural Middle School Team: Carter
Cleveland, Daniel Steyer, Owen Atkinson, and Spencer Stover.
Farm to Freezer Project
The animal and plant science students
are raising two hogs to experience what
it is like to feed and care for animals.
The extended classroom experience
allows them to ration food based on
weight of the animals in accordance to
the swine industry standards. Students

are tracking and graphing the rate of
gain to ensure that the animals are
growing according to industry standards.
Check out the classroom website pictures and the animals’ weekly rate of
gain, which are being added weekly.
We are accepting feed donations if you
would like to assist us with our classroom experience. Bags can be dropped
off at the agriculture classroom during
school hours.
To conclude the project, the hogs will
be processed at Hasselbach Meats and
raffled off in halves. Tickets are $5.00
each or five for $20.00 with all proceeds going to the Old Fort FFA Chapter. Special thank you to the FFA parents for assisting the event.
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Student Council
On behalf of the High School Student Council, I
would like to thank everyone for the amazing
support for this year's Fourth Annual Play for a
Cure Volleyball fundraiser. As a result of everyone's incredible efforts, we were able to donate $2,782 to F.A.C.T. of Seneca County! Special thanks to the entire K-12 Old Fort Staff,
students and community. A shout out to our
"Revenge Squad" for their valiant effort in the
wing eating contest at Buffalo Wild Wings. The
squad consisted of Mr. Peiffer, Mrs. Cobb, Mr.
Siloy, Kaleb Wilkinson, Savannah McCoy, Jada
Howard and Adam Magers. Though for many
fans the outcome was somewhat questionable,
it was an entire New Riegel/Old Fort community effort to raise money for local families and
awareness for Breast Cancer! A huge thank
you to Mrs. Bryant and the entire elementary
staff and students for their Penny War, which
raised $883.87. This is absolutely amazing in
the few days they did this and as the parent of
an elementary student, I think I can speak for
many by saying it makes me so proud to see so
many come together to support this cause. As
this yearly event continues to grow, I am always humbled by the generosity of my fellow
Stockaders. I look forward to next year's event,
which we will be hosting!

Yours in Education,
Randi Eilrich
Student Council Advisor

The Freshmen Class attended this
year’s Seneca County Manufacturing Showcase. Students were able
to execute hands-on teamwork
skills, while getting to know the
area businesses. Some even got
to work with Old Fort Graduate
Drake Taylor, representing
National Machinery. (Left)
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Dear Old Fort Community,
As many of you know, the Old Fort family lost one of
their own in September. Mark Hayes was a caring, giving, selfless man. He worked for Bettsville and Old Fort
for over two decades. In more recent years, he worked
one-on-one with one of our students. His relationship
with Seth was like no other. There was an unspoken
bond that was evident through their interactions, at
times, with no words spoken. Mark left us with much
wisdom, laughter, and love. He once said, “If our lives
are a basketball game- I’m in the 4th quarter with hopes
of overtime, maybe double OT. Just trying to make a
difference with this great student body and faculty.”
Mark, the differences you made with our student body
and faculty were tremendous. We are going to miss you,
so very deeply.
“ Mr. Hayes was always there for Seth and all other
students.” -Bennett Wasserman
“Mr. Hayes was definitely one of us.” -Eli Quinter

National Honor Society
Junior High Student Council
Congratulations to the following students
recently elected to the Junior High Student
Council:
President- Marissa Dunn
Vice President- Quinn Barr
Secretary- Ryanne Benner
8th Grade Class President- Mario Parra
8th Grade Representatives-At-Large- Kylee
Cleveland and Kirk Heckathorn
7th Grade Class President- Edison Stawowy
7th Grade Representatives-At-Large- Cora
Baker and Jenna Howard
Advisor- Mrs. Teresa Wasserman

Congratulations to the National Honor Society officers elected for the 2019-2020
school year.
President- Ashlyn Magers
Vice President- Ashtyn Sebetto
Secretary- Casey Siemer
Treasurer- MarcQue Harris
Service Recorders- Savannah McCoy and Aly
Pence.
Advisor- Mrs. Teresa Wasserman
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November 2019
Sun

27
Halloween
Parade 2:00
Line-Up 1:15

3

Mon

Tue

Wed

28
TLC 10:50
Vanguard
Sophomore
Presentation
11:40

29

30

4
TLC 10:50

5

6
7
3rd Grade Volleyball
3:00-4:00

8
Picture
Retakes
JH/HS

9

13
14
3rd Grade Volleyball
3:00-4:00

15
Midterms
Jostens 11:40

16

3rd Grade Volleyball
3:00-4:00
Leadership Field
Trip
7:30-2:45
FFA National Convention

11:40
Tiffin University Rep.

Thu

31
NHS Blood
Drive
Trunk or Treat
1:30-2:15

Fri

1
FFA National
Convention

Sat

2
FFA
National
Convention

Jostens 11:40

FFA National Convention

10

11
TLC 10:50
Board Mtg.
6:00

12
Quiz Bowl
Match
8:40-1:30
Elementary
PTO
6:30-7:30

17

18
TLC 10:50

19
20
Toledo Energy
Field Trip
8:10-2:30
8th Grade Sentinel
Presentation

21
8th Grade
Vanguard
Tours 8:1511:45

22

23

24

25
No School
11:30-7:00
Parent/Teacher
Conferences

26
No School
Staff Development

28
No School

29
No School

30

27
No School
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December 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
2
Bettsville Tree TLC 10:50
Lighting
Choir 5:306:30

3

4
Field Trip; JH
to Toledo
Walleye Game
8:00-2:30
Sentinel Presentation

5
Field Trip
English 12 - A
Christmas
Carol
7:30-3:00

6
Sentinel Presentation
11:40
Vanguard
Sophomores
Visitation

7

8

10
Elementary
PTO
6:30

11
Guest Speaker
Sophomores
9:30-10:30

12

13
8th Grade Career Day at
Sentinel

14

9
TLC 10:50
Board Mtg.
6:00

Quiz Bowl
Match
15
Christmas
Choir/Band
Concert 3:005:00

16
TLC 10:50

17

22
No School–
Holiday
Break

23
No School–
Holiday
Break

24
No School–
Holiday
Break

29
No School–
Holiday
Break

30
No School–
Holiday
Break

31
No School–
Holiday
Break

18

25
No School–
Holiday
Break

19
Elementary
Christmas
Program
Grades 1-3
6:30-7:30 HS
Auditorium

20
End of 2nd
Quarter

21
No School–
Holiday
Break

26
No School–
Holiday
Break

27
No School–
Holiday
Break

28
No School–
Holiday
Break
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