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 109.1.  SELECTION OF MATERIALS 

 

1. Purpose  

       

 

 

 

 

2.   Guidelines 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      SC 803 

       

The Board, though it is finally responsible for all educational material purchases, 

recognizes the students’ right to free access to many different types of books and 

other materials.  The Board also recognizes the right of teachers and administrators 

to select books and other materials in accord with current trends in education and to 

make them available in the schools. 

 

It is the policy of the Board to require that materials selected for the schools be in 

accordance with the following: 

 

1.   Books and other materials shall be chosen for interest and enlightenment of all  

      students in the community. 

 

2.   Every effort will be made to provide materials that presents all points of view  

      concerning the problems and issues of our times, international, national and  

      local.  Books or other reading matter of sound factual authority shall not be  

      prescribed or removed from library shelves or classrooms because of partisan  

      doctrinal approval or disapproval. 

 

3.   Censorship of educational materials shall be challenged in order to maintain the 

      school’s responsibility to provide information and enlightenment. 

 

4.   The final decision concerning the disposition of educational materials shall rest 

      with the Board and the Superintendent in accordance with law after careful 

      examination and discussion of the book or other materials with school officials 

      or with anyone else the Board may wish to involve. 

 

In training for effective citizenship, it is frequently necessary for students to study 

issues of a controversial nature.  It is the Board’s purpose to recognize the student’s 

right to: 

 

1.    Study a controversial issue which has political, economic, or social significance. 
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2.   Have free access to all relevant information, including the materials that circulate  

      freely in the community. 

 

3.   Study under competent instruction in an atmosphere of freedom from bias and 

      prejudice. 

 

4.   Form and express his/her own opinions on controversial issues without  

      jeopardizing his/her relation with his/her teacher or the school. 

 

The libraries/media centers of the District fully support and operate under the School 

Library Bill of Rights for School Library Media Center Programs. 

 

School Library Bill of Rights for School Library Media Center Programs 

 

The American Association of School Librarians reaffirms its belief in the “Library 

Bill of Rights” of the American Library Association.  Media personnel are 

concerned with generating understanding of American freedoms through the 

development of informed and responsible citizens.  To this end the American 

Association of School Librarians asserts that the responsibility of the school library 

media center is to: 

 

1.   Provide a comprehensive collection of instructional materials selected in  

      compliance with basic written selection principles, and to provide maximum 

      accessibility to these materials. 

 

2.   Provide materials that will support the curriculum, taking into consideration the  

      individual’s needs, and the varied interests, abilities, socio-economic  

      backgrounds, and maturity levels of the students served. 

 

3.   Provide materials for teachers and students that will encourage growth in  

      knowledge, and that will develop literary, cultural and aesthetic appreciation, 

      and ethical standards. 

 

4.   Provide materials which reflect the ideas and beliefs of religious, social,  

      political, historical, and ethnic groups and their contribution to the American and 

      world heritage and culture, thereby enabling students to develop intellectual  

      integrity in forming judgments. 

 

5.   Provide a written statement, approved by the local Boards of Education, of the  

      procedures for meeting the challenge of censorship of materials in school library/ 

      media centers. 

 

6.   Provide qualified professional personnel to serve teachers and students. 
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Materials Regarding Parent/Guardian or Citizen Rights to Question 

 

1.   All textbooks are approved by the Board following submission by the  

      appropriate level administrator. 

 

2.   No parent/guardian or group of parents/guardians has the right to determine the  

      reading matter for students other than his/her own children. 

 

3.   The Board does, however, recognize the right of an individual parent/guardian to 

      request that his/her child not have to read a given book provided written request  

      is made to the appropriate building principal. 

 

Criteria for Selection of Textbooks and Instructional Materials 

 

1.   All new textbook and instructional  material selection recommendations are  

      made by the teachers, committees, or departments using specific evaluation 

      criteria at the elementary, middle and high school levels. 

 

2.   All textbooks are approved by the Board following submission by the 

      appropriate level administrator. 

 

Criteria for Selection of Library Materials 

 

All materials included in the media centers of the District will be selected by the 

member(s) of the professional staff employed to supervise the libraries/media 

centers.  Such materials will be purchased which meet one (1) or a combination of 

the following: 

 

1.   Consider the maturity levels of the students. 

 

2.   Are related to development and enrichment of the readers. 

 

3.   Add balance to centers’ total collection. 

 

4.   Are related to the curriculum. 

 

To ensure adequate professional help in security materials, the following sources 

may be consulted: 

 

1.   Children’s Literature in the Elementary. 

 

2.   Children’s Catalogs. 
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3.   School Library Journal/Library Journal. 

 

4.   Booklists – (American Library Association). 

 

5.   New York Times – Book Reviews. 

 

6.   Junior High School Library Catalog. 

 

7.   The Bookfinder. 

 

8.   Classroom teachers. 

 

9.   School administrators. 

 

10. Publishers’ catalogs and book expositions. 

 

Guidelines for Teachers’ Selection and Instruction of Controversial Material 

 

Training for effective citizenship is accepted as one of the major goals of the schools 

of the District.  The instructional program developed to achieve this goal properly 

places great emphasis upon teaching about our American heritage, the rights and 

privileges we enjoy as citizens and the citizenship responsibilities that must be 

assumed in maintaining our American way of life.  In training for effective 

citizenship, it is frequently necessary for students to study issues that are 

controversial. 

 

1.   The approach of the teacher to controversial topics must be impartial and  

      objective. 

 

2.   Teachers should use the following criteria for determining the appropriateness of 

      certain issues for consideration as a part of the curriculum: 

 

a. The treatment of the issue in question must be within the range, knowledge, 

maturity and competence of the students. 

 

b. There should be study materials and other learning aids available from which 

a reasonable amount of data pertaining to all aspects of the issue may be  

obtained. 

 

c. The consideration of the issue should require only as much time as is needed 

for satisfactory study by the class, but sufficient time should be provided to 

cover the issue adequately. 
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d. The issue should be current, significant, real and important to the students 

and teacher.  Significant issues are those which, in general, concern 

considerable numbers of people, are related to basic principles or at the 

moment are under consideration by the public and mass media. 

 

3.   In discussing controversial issues, the teacher should keep in mind that the  

      classroom is a forum and not a committee for producing resolutions or dogmatic  

      pronouncements.  The class should feel no responsibility for reaching an  

      agreement but see and appreciate the diversity of the discussion which may not  

      have an objective response. 

 

4.   It is the teacher’s responsibility to bring out the facts concerning controversial  

      questions.  S/He has the right to express his/her opinions, but in doing so it is  

      important that his/her students understand that is it his/her own opinion and is 

      not to be accepted by them as an authoritative answer. 

 

5.   The principal bears a major responsibility for the administration and the  

      supervision of the curriculum including the selection and materials and methods 

      of instruction.  S/He must be continuously aware of what is being taught in his/  

      her school.  The teacher has the responsibility of keeping the principal informed 

      of issues which may be considered controversial. 

 

6.   A teacher who is in doubt concerning the advisability of discussing certain issues 

      in the classroom should confer with his/her principal as to the appropriateness of 

      doing so.  If the principal and the teacher are unable to agree, the issue should be  

      referred to the Superintendent. 
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