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First Grade teachers at Minneapolis Grade School have 

planned a year of Project Based Learning (PBL)              

activities for students by giving them the opportunity to 

build lasting relationships with adults and organizations 

in the community.  During these interactions, the adults 

(Oaks) will work with students (Acorns) to help them improve reading fluency 

and comprehension.  Other activities the two groups might partake in are art, music, and 

games.  Dates are scheduled for the Acorns to meet the Oaks at the Golden Wheel Senior 

Center on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 1:00pm, September through December.  Then, every 

Tuesday and Thursday during second semester, community members are invited to come to the school 

from 2:15pm - 2:45pm to listen to the Acorns read. 

 

A large oak tree was painted by Minneapolis High School senior, Kaysie Grigg, on the wall outside 

the first grade classrooms.  The beautiful tree was painted over the summer months and Kaysie can 

count the hours she spent painting the tree as community service hours.  The teachers are using the tree 

to display student curriculum and art projects.     
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S 
tudents in second grade will be producing a monthly newsletter for their Project Based Learning this school 
year.  Each student’s monthly newsletters will be compiled and bound together at the end of the year, giving 
students a printed memento of some of the things they learned in second grade.   

 
Using a template provided by the teachers, each student completed his or her one-page newsletter for the month of 
August, and a copy was sent home for parents to read.  This newsletter consisted of “All About Me” articles, which 
included information about the students’ favorite food, favorite color, etc.  They are currently finishing up Septem-
ber’s newsletter.  Following teacher-led instruction, students began researching and gathering information about the 
planets.  Employees of the Cosmosphere in Hutchinson visited the second grade classrooms to present information 
on the planets and the Solar System.  Students are using knowledge they gained to write headlines and articles.  
Students are also learning about formatting options for their newsletter, including how to insert pictures and how to 
create Headings and Bylines.  In addition to improving their writing skills, students are building skills in problem 
solving and using technology to create a project.   
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