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Honors Biology 
 

Course Description: 

This select Biology class will prepare students for the Living 

Environment exam and allow students to acquire a clear understanding and mastery 

of key biological concepts. The course involves the study of animal and plant 

maintenance, reproduction and development, genetics, evolution, the diversity of 

living things, and ecology. The course will be more rigorous than the general Living 

Environment curriculum.  A different testing program is used; and two to three 

labs per week will be required.  Students in Honors Biology go into more detail and 

cover more topics than the typical Regents Biology course.  One of the goals is to 

place more emphasis on critical thinking skills, problem solving skills, and inquiry 

based learning. Current research and advances within the science and medical 

fields will be discussed as well.   

The labs involve hands-on activities with a writing component in the form of 

a lab report that emphasizes scientific inquiry, learning from experience and 

observation, and reinforcement of the topics covered in class.  

**Students who have not completed the required labs will not be allowed to 

take the final exam** 

Grading Policy: 

Projects/Lab reports    

15% 

Quizzes        

20% 

Homework           

30% 

Tests            

35% 

I have a class participation component that is 

factored in at the end of each quarter.  Everyday, I 

keep track of students to see their level of 

involvement in the class, attitude and behavior.  If a 

student lacks in any of these areas during class, I 

make note of that on my daily attendance sheet.  At 

the end of the quarter, I either add or subtract 

points from a student’s final average based on their 

class participation. 

 

Homework Passes: 

Throughout each marking period, I will give out “Pencil Tickets” (homework passes.)  

Students may receive these for class participation, behavior, general improvement, 

work ethic, etc.  These may be used to get out of a homework assignment.  (Note:  

for some bigger assignments, these may not apply).  Each unused pass handed in 

at the end of the marking period will add 1 point to the student’s quarterly 

average. 
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Homework Policy: 

Homework will generally be due the next day in class.   

If you do not turn in an assignment, the following action will be taken: 

 Students fill out a pink slip which names the missing assignment and 

reasons why they did not do it.  It will be kept on file 

 Homework will be accepted the next day for HALF credit.  After 

that, it will no longer be accepted and will become a zero. 

 Longer projects and assignments will be assigned well in advance.  

Failure to turn these in by the given deadline will receive point 

deductions for every day that it is late.  After 5 days the assignment 

will no longer be accepted and will receive a 0. 

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that students get the most they can 

out of the class.  Completed homework assignments are crucial to student 

success in this class. 

 

Missed Work/Tests: 

 If you are absent from school for a day, you will be responsible to get any 

missed notes and homework the day you come back.  Homework is then due 

the day after you return to school or else it will be a 0.  In the case of more 

than 2 consecutive days missed, it will be the student’s responsibility to 

come to me so we can figure out a plan for handing in any missed work. 

 If you know ahead of time you will be absent the day of a test, you must 

take the test the day before.  If you are unexpectedly absent on the day of 

a test, then you must be prepared to take it the day you get back. 

 If you are absent on a lab day it will be your responsibility to see me to make 

up that lab either during a free period or after school, within the lab cycle.   

 

Lab Reports: 

Lab reports will be assigned throughout the year.  In science, the ability to 

produce a well-written and complete lab report is an important skill to learn.  It will 

not only help improve scientific inquiry skills, but it will also become helpful later on 

in college.   

 

Cheating: 

Copying homework, cheating on tests, and plagiarism will not be tolerated.  It will 

result in an automatic 0.   
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According to Merriam-Webster Dictionary: to plagiarize is to steal and pass off 

(the ideas or words of another) as one's own: use (another's production) without 

crediting the source. 

 

Extra Help: 

It is crucial for students to study their notes 5 minutes a day!  I will be available 

every day during 8th period.  Students may come down other periods during the 

day, as long as they check with me first.  Unfortunately, I will not be as available 

after school unless prior arrangements are made.  If a student must stay after, 

then they need to plan that the day before. 

 

*** Please come see me if you are struggling at all with any of the concepts we 

cover along the way or if you have any other issue regarding the class.  It is better 

to clarify things early on as you go, rather than wait until right before a test.   

 

1. *PARENTS:  Please feel free to contact me anytime if you have any questions or 

concerns.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Winters 

Science Teacher 

AP Biology 

Biology Honors 

Pioneer Central School District 

PO Box 579 

Yorkshire, NY 14173 

 

Classroom: (716) 492-9300 ext. 1616 

Email: kwinters@pioneercsd.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kwinters@pioneercsd.org


HONORS BIOLOGY  Winters K  Syllabus 

 

PLEASE RETURN THIS PAGE 

 

Please sign below indicating that you have read and understand the syllabus and 

classroom management plan.  Do not hesitate to call or email me with any questions.   

 

Student Signature:  

 

____________________________________________   Date: __________ 

 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature: 

 

 ___________________________________________    Date: __________ 

Parent Contact information 

Student’s name: ______________________________ 

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) name(s): _____________________________________ 

Home Phone: __________________________ 

Work Phone:  __________________________ 

Home Email address:  ___________________________________ 

Work Email address:  ____________________________________ 

 

 Thank you, 

       Mr. Winters 

 

 


