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DIGITAL THREE + FOUR 

 2019-20 1 credit/40 weeks 

Renee Wrotniak PIONEER HIGH SCHOOL  

A132 
716.492.9300 
x1132 

rwrotniak@pioneercsd.org Extra help available 

each day with notice, 

and Wednesdays from 

2:15- 6:00 p.m. 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND GOALS 
 
Students will be introduced to new photographers, digital artists, artists, 
and more sophisticated techniques as points of departure to create work 
that reflects that individual student's spirit and vision. By exploring 
photographic and digital media with the camera and computer, students 
will be able to develop a body of work that reflects a range of problem 
solving and ideation, and develops versatile with with techniques to 
demonstrate their abilities. Students will research, keep art journals, 
and have class critiques, individual critiques, and artistic dialogues that 
will inspire them as they create. There are project requirements, but 
projects are open-ended enough for students to develop their own styles 
and modes of expression. The development of the portfolio is an 
ongoing process that uses informed and critical decision making to 
assemble a body of works. Work is expected to be of high quality in the 
thought, process, and product.  
 
LEARNING GOALS OF THE COURSE 
 
In this course, students will create a photographic collection of images based on 
three concepts:  
1.Quality  
2.Concentration  
3.Breadth  
 

Section I: Concentration  
Students are free to work with any idea in any medium that addresses 
two-dimensional design issues. The concentration should grow out of 
the student's idea and demonstrate growth and discovery through a 
number of conceptually related works.  
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Project One: Photographs that demonstrate strong underlying visual 
idea in 2-D design.  
 
Students should be able to answer:  
1. What is the central idea of your concentration?  
2. How does the work in your concentration demonstrate 
the exploration of your idea? A concentration should consist of a group 
of works that share a single theme--for example, an in-depth study of a 
particular visual problem or a variety of ways of handling  
an interesting subject. Some concentrations involve sequential works, 
such as a series of studies that lead to, and are followed by, more  
finished works. If a student uses subject matter as the basis of a 
concentration, the work should show the development of a visual  
language appropriate for that subject. Possible Concentration Projects:  
An exploration of patterns and designs found in nature and / or culture.  
A series of works that begins with representational interpretations and 
evolves into abstraction. A series of landscapes based upon personal 
experience of a particular place in which composition and light are used 
to intensify artistic expression. Design and execution of a children's 
book. Development of a series of identity products (logo, 
letterhead, signage, and so on) for imaginary businesses.  
A series of political advertisements using current events and images.  
Abstractions developed from cells and other microscopic images.  
Interpretive portraiture or figure studies that emphasize dramatic 
composition or abstraction. A personal or family history communicated 
through symbols or imagery.  

 
 
Section II: Breadth 
Photographs that demonstrate a variety of concepts and approaches in 
2-D design. The student's work for their second project in this section 
should demonstrate understanding of the principles of design, 
including:  
 
unity / variety  
balance  
emphasis  
contrast  
rhythm  
repetition  
proportion / scale  
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Successful works of art require the integration of the elements and 
principles of design. The works in this section should demonstrate the  
student's visual organizational skills. As a whole, the student's work in 
this section should demonstrate exploration, inventiveness, and the 
expressive manipulation of the form. The best examples of breadth show  
Examples: 
Collage, works that employ lines, shapes, or color to create unity or 
variety in compositions, work that demonstrates symmetry / 
asymmetry, balance, anomaly, work the explores figure / ground 
relationships, development of modular or repeat patterns that create 
rhythm, color organization using primary, secondary, tertiary, 
analogous, or other color relationships for emphasis or contrast in 
composition, work that investigates or exaggerates proportion/scale 
two-dimensional design is, in a sense, an umbrella--everything that 
happens on a two-dimensional surface, regardless of media, is designed.  
 
Good design is possible whether one uses representational, abstract, or 
expressive approaches to making art photography.  
 
 
Section III: Quality  
Quality refers to the total work of art. Mastery of design should be 
apparent in the composition, concept, and execution of the works,  
whether they are simple or complex.  
 

Project Three: Photographs that demonstrate mastery of design in 
concept, composition, and execution  

 
 

COURSE TEXT(S) AND/OR RESOURCES  
 
Textbook:  no formal textbook.  We will use many publications for 
reference such as American Photo magazine, CMYK, Digital Photo 
Magazine, Popular Photography, Click, Visual Communication, etc. 
 

 

GENERAL EXPECTATIONS: READY, RESPECTFUL, 
RESPONSIBLE 
 
Academic Honesty:  The Pioneer Central High School policy will be 
adhered to in all cases of academic misconduct.  Plagiarism is a serious 
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offense.  All work is expected to be your own, original undertaking.  Using 
another’s work, with or without their permission and attempting to pass it 
off as your own is never permitted and will be severely penalized.  
(Consequences for academic dishonesty will be given consistent with the 
Code of Conduct). 
 
Submitting your original work: You have great ideas and abilities- 
put them to use! Obtaining or giving work to another student constitutes 
cheating.  Any student(s) found cheating will receive a 0 for that 
assignment, and further penalties may also be applied based on the 
situation.  Given the nature of digital work, all images will be submitted 
as jpegs, which will code the date the image was taken.  Please update the 
date setting on your camera (feel free to bring it in if you need help).  
Submitting digital work that was taken from the web (or any other 
source) is not ethical and will not be tolerated.   
 
Statement Regarding Student Conduct:  Preparing to become a 
graduate of Pioneer involves more than academic preparation in the 
classroom.  Every day you need to demonstrate positive attitudes and 
behaviors that are consistent with our Code of Conduct.  All adults in our 
school will be watching to see that you are developing appropriate 
behavior and will provide you with feedback on your journey toward 
becoming world-class citizens. 
 
Class Attendance and Active Participation:  Required 
It is your responsibility to obtain all class notes and materials if and when 
you are absent from class.  If you are legally absent from class, you are to 
complete any missed work within FOUR days after returning to school or 
you will receive a 0 for that assignment (see the instructor if you are 
absent for an extended period of time).  If you are illegally absent from 
class, you will need to speak with the instructor (the day you return) so 
that they may review the circumstances with you.  Most likely, an illegal 
absence results in a zero for missed work. 
 
Deadlines and Late work 
When given an assignment to shoot, you must have your images ready the 
on the date it is due.  You will get 20 points for having them ready that 
day, and a zero if you do not.  However, once we start the editing and/or 
manipulation process, deadlines are more flexible, as students work at a 
different pace.  Deadlines are always given at the start of each project, and 
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students are welcome to come in to the classroom any time during the day 
to work, or on Wednesdays until 6:00 p.m. 
 
Student Submissions of required work:  Students will submit all 
their work digitally and hard copies/printed as well.  Save all your work! 

 

 

 

GRADING 

 

Assignments will be graded frequently.  All projects and assignments 

will be based on points.  Many assignments will be worth 20 points, 

and projects will worth much more, usually around 50 points.  You 

will receive a grade based on your skill level provided by test, quizzes, 

written responses, projects, critiques, and class participation. Grades 

are updated on a weekly basis, but once we are immersed in a project, 

it is not rare for grades to be the same for two week or so. If you fall 

below an average of 80%, I will be sure to work with you and your 

legal guardian to meet with you to improve your grades. 

 
MAJOR LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND PROJECTS (there may 
be more or less assignments given at the teacher’s discretion): 
 
Date Topic Due Date (if possible) 
1st Quarter Review of Digital One 

and Two concepts. 
 
Two projects with 
related themes 

Written response 
given each Friday, 
due on the following 
Monday. 

2nd Quarter Concentration Projects and 
deadlines will be 
assigned. 

3rd Quarter Breadth Projects and 
deadlines will be 
assigned. 
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4th Quarter Quality Projects and deadlines 

will be assigned exam 

give in class. 
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We have read, understand, and agree to the above syllabus. 

 

 

             

Parent Signature     Student Signature 

 

 

             

Printed Name and Date    Printed Name 

 
 
 
 
 

Please sign and return this page only to Mrs. Wrotniak 
 
 

Materials/Supplies needed: 
 

Digital Camera or phone with a camera 
Three prong folder top hold 75-100 pages 

 


