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Advanced Placement 2D /Digital Photography 
with WE service 

 2019-20 1 credit/40 weeks 

Renee Wrotniak PIONEER HIGH SCHOOL  

A132 
716.492.9300 
x1132 

rwrotniak@pioneercsd.org Extra help available 

each day with notice, 

and Wednesdays from 

2:15- 6:00 p.m.  Second 

semester will be either 

Tues. or Wednesday. 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND GOALS 
 
Students who have the desire to receive college credit for a rigorous 
exploration of digital photography.  Enrolled students will investigate 
various forms of expressions and techniques using the art elements, 
principles of design, and compositional techniques.  You will develop 
mastery in concept, composition, and craftsmanship. A portfolio will 
be developed for submission to the AP college board that requires a 
thematic Concentration.  Thematic projects are given but will be 
open-ended to allow each student to develop their own approach and 
style.  Versatility of techniques and mediums are emphasized as each 
student develops ideation and solution to artistic challenges.  
 
LEARNING GOALS OF THE COURSE 
 
At the end of this course, you will: 
  

 Develop a Concentration, which is a methodical exploration of an idea of 
personal interest to each student.  Final works will be submitted for this 
section, and you will be committed to addressing an artistic concern, idea, 
content, subject matter, or concept in all works.  Your theme must be 
submitted at the start of the first quarter for approval, before you begin to 
research and explore.  Examples: Meetings between strangers, the 
movement of the human figure, character studies from 
books/movies/mythology, optical illusions in imagery, documenting an 
illness, or major change in someone’s life. 
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COURSE TEXT(S) AND/OR RESOURCES  
 
Textbook:  no formal textbook.  We will use many publications for 
reference such as American Photo magazine, CMYK, Digital Photo 
Magazine, Popular Photography, Click, Visual Communication, etc. 
 

 

GENERAL EXPECTATIONS: READY, RESPECTFUL, 
RESPONSIBLE 
 
Academic Honesty:  The Pioneer Central High School policy will be 
adhered to in all cases of academic misconduct.  Plagiarism is a serious 
offense.  All work is expected to be your own, original undertaking.  Using 
another’s work, with or without their permission and attempting to pass it 
off as your own is never permitted and will be severely penalized.  
(Consequences for academic dishonesty will be given consistent with the 
Code of Conduct). 
 
Submitting your original work: You have great ideas and abilities- 
put them to use! Obtaining or giving work to another student constitutes 
cheating.  Any student(s) found cheating will receive a 0 for that 
assignment, and further penalties may also be applied based on the 
situation.  Given the nature of digital work, all images will be submitted 
as jpegs, which will code the date the image was taken.  Please update the 
date setting on your camera (feel free to bring it in if you need help).  
Submitting digital work that was taken from the web (or any other 
source) is not ethical and will not be tolerated.  Two days will be 
dedicated to a lesson on ethics. 
 
Statement Regarding Student Conduct:  Preparing to become a 
graduate of Pioneer involves more than academic preparation in the 
classroom.  Every day you need to demonstrate positive attitudes and 
behaviors that are consistent with our Code of Conduct.  All adults in our 
school will be watching to see that you are developing appropriate 
behavior and will provide you with feedback on your journey toward 
becoming world-class citizens. 
 
Class Attendance and Active Participation:  Required 
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It is your responsibility to obtain all class notes and materials if and when 
you are absent from class.  If you are legally absent from class, you are to 
complete any missed work within FOUR days after returning to school or 
you will receive a 0 for that assignment (see the instructor if you are 
absent for an extended period of time).  If you are illegally absent from 
class, you will need to speak with the instructor (the day you return) so 
that they may review the circumstances with you.  Most likely, an illegal 
absence results in a zero for missed work. 
 
Deadlines and Late work 
When given an assignment to shoot, you must have your images ready the 
on the date it is due.  You will get 10 points for having them ready that 
day, and a zero if you do not.  However, once we start the editing and/or 
manipulation process, deadlines are more flexible, as students work at a 
different pace.  Deadlines are always given at the start of each project, and 
students are welcome to come in to the classroom any time during the day 
to work, or on Wednesdays until 6:00 p.m. 
 
Student Submissions of required work:  Students will submit all 
their work digitally and hard copies/printed as well.  Save all your work! 

 

 

 

GRADING 

 

Assignments will be graded frequently.  All projects and assignments 

will be based on points.  Many assignments will be worth 20 points, 

and projects will worth much more, usually around 50 points.  You 

will receive a grade based on your skill level provided by test, quizzes, 

written responses, projects, critiques, and class participation. Grades 

are updated on a weekly basis, but once we are immersed in a project, 

it is not rare for grades to be the same for two week or so. If you fall 

below an average of 80%, I will be sure to work with you and your 

legal guardian to meet with you to improve your grades. 

 
MAJOR LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND PROJECTS (there may 
be more or less assignments given at the teacher’s discretion): 
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Date Topic Due Date (if possible) 
1st Quarter Concentration theme 

submission, summer 
projects due for 
submission and 
editing. 

 

2nd, 3rd, 4th Quarter AP Exam: early May 
 

30 images due 

 

 
AP Expenses: 
Course fee is approx. $85.00, but may be reduced if you receive free or 
reduced lunch, or if additional funding is available.  
*Currently, this fee is waived until further notice. 
 
 
WE Service 

As a class, we will make an action plan to do a community service project.  For the 

past two years, we have been a part of the annual Arcade clean-up in late April or 

early May.  We will vote as a class and put our action plan into place.  Each 

student who successfully completes this portion gets the WE credit in addition to 

the AP credit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have read, understand, and agree to the above syllabus. 

 

 

             

Parent Signature     Student Signature 

 

 

             

Printed Name and Date    Printed Name 
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Please sign and return this page only to Mrs. Wrotniak. 
 


