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Quotes to Remember 
by Nate Miller 

For this month’s teacher quote I chose to explore what quote Mrs. Lenger, our 

district social worker, follows everyday of her life. Her favorite quote is: 

 

 “Courage doesn’t always roar. Sometimes courage is the little voice 

at the end of the day that says I’ll try again tomorrow.”  
 

Mrs. Lenger received this quote when, and I quote, “My best friend and mentor, 

Mary Beth, sent this quote to me at a time in my life when I was overwhelmed by eve-

rything I was facing.” Mrs. Lenger says she uses this quote in her daily life to remind 

herself that it is okay to have a below average day and if she tries again the next day, 

that will make her a courageous person. Hopefully you can look at this quote and use it 

in your daily life too.  

News to Remember 
 

Friday March 31 @ 11:30 a.m. 

 J.H. Track @ Brunswick 

Tuesday, April 4 @ 6:00 p.m. 

 Title I Parent Meeting 

Friday, April 7 @ 4:00 p.m. 

 Salisbury Relays 

Monday, April 10 @ 7:45 a.m. bus leaves 

 6th & 7th Grade Field Trip 

 Bus returns @ 4:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 11 @ 10 a.m. 

 Fire Drill-ECC Only 

Tuesday, April 11 @ 5:00 p.m. 

 J.H. Track @ Harrisburg 

Wednesday, April 12 @ 6 p.m. 

 PTO Meeting 

Wednesday, April 12 @ 6:30 p.m. 

 JH/HS Band & Chorus Concert 

Thursday, April 13 @ 12:08 p.m. 

 Early Dismissal 

Friday, April 14-17 

 No School-Easter Break 

Tuesday, April 18 @ 8:00 a.m. 

 “F” List Runs 

Tuesday, April 18  @ 9:00 a.m. 

 Preschool Graduation Pictures 

Tuesday, April 18 @ 6:30 p.m. 

 3-6th Grade Spring Music Program 

 5-6th Grade Band Concert 

Wednesday, April 19 @ 9:00 a.m. 

 J.H. Student Council Meeting (Big Bend) 

Thursday, April 20 @ 6:00 p.m. 

 Board of Education Meeting 

Friday, April 21 @ 7:30 a.m. 

 Kindergarten Field Trip 
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National Poetry Month 
By Nate Miller 

April is known as National Poetry Month. April came to be known as National Poetry Month when the 

Academy of American Poets created it in 1996, after being inspired by other special months like Black History 

Month and Women’s History Month. April was chosen to be National Poetry Month because The Academy of 

American Poets noticed that people pointed their attention toward poetry on April more than any other month. 

The purpose of National Poetry Month is to highlight the history, the works of American poets, encourage 

others to read poems, increase attention toward poetry, and encourage support for all poems. If you wish to 

show your support for National Poetry Month you can participate in the hundreds of National Poetry Month 

celebrations. Some ways you can celebrate National Poetry month include, using the official National Poetry 

Month logo, participate in National Poem in your pocket day on April 27, and finally, you can show your full 

support for National Poetry Month by joining the Academy of American Poets. 

National Poetry Month may not be as popular as Black History Month or Women’s History Month but that 

does notmake it any less significant. This month plays an important role in highlighting all the fantastic things 

that have come from poetry. Without National Poetry Month many people would be unaware of the beauty of 

poetry. So with this information, will you be participating in National Poetry Month?  

I love my family to infinity and beyond. 

I go with my family to the old swan pond. 

I can’t bare missing them for long. 

So I wrote this special infinite song. 

 

I go with my family to a very special place. 

Seeing the swans is never a waste. 

My family’s going on a very special walk  

I always loved those sweet family talks.  

Infinity 
By Hailey Meyer 

Days Go By 
By Nate Miller 

School goes by, day by day 

Slowly moving to a screeching halt 

Once school ends a new day begins 

It’s the day that summer arrives 

Summer goes by, day by day 

Slowly moving to a screeching halt 

Once summer ends a new day begins 

It’s the day that school arrives 

The rain falls  

The trees’ bud 

 The fish swim   

The green grass sprouts 

The rain falls 

 Winter ends  

Days of green and beauty begin 

Spring is here again 

Days Go By 
By Nate Miller 

Yin and Yang are opposites 

But both are quite the same 

One has a lot of one thing 

while the other has a lot of another 

Yin and Yang are compliments 

Like the sun and rain 

They compliment each other 

For when they come together…. 

They create a beautiful rainbow! 

Yin and Yang are connected 

Like the Sun and the Earth 

Because when one stops  

working…. 

They all fall apart. 

Ying and Yang 
By Makenna Pugh 
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Spring Concert 
By Ben Newman 

Our spring concerts are coming up quickly! Students who are in band, as well as those in choir or music 

class will have their own night to perform for an audience. This will be a time for everyone to show off their 

musical skills. 

On April 12th the junior high and high school band and choir will be performing at 6:30 p.m. Then on 

April 18th the 3rd through 6th grade band and choir will be performing at 6:30 p.m. Finally, on April 27th  stu-

dents in PreK through 2nd grade will be performing at 6:30 p.m. Sounds like a fun time listening to Slater 

School District students singing or playing music for the community. 

Mr. Stephen Meyer teaches music and choir for all of the students at Slater Schools. He strives for the best 

the choir can do! Mr. Meyer believes in all of the kids that he teaches music to at Slater. He is very excited to 

show everyone how hard the students have worked! Mr. Meyer does not only teach choir he also teaches mu-

sic, most of the younger kids have music but it’s all music! Mr. Meyer works hard for the kids and never gives 

up on them and is excited when they are serious about music.  

Mrs. Gayle Stevens teaches band and makes her students work hard so they can be the best they can be. 

Mrs. Stevens teaches the high school, junior high, as well as the 5th and 6th grade bands. She believes that with 

hard work and effort her students can be great!  

Siblings Day is on April 10, 2017. We celebrate this day because we love our siblings dearly. We also 

celebrate this day to recognize the importance of our brothers and sisters. This day is special because we want 

to bond with each other. This holiday is intended to be a celebration for sisters and brothers and as a celebra-

tion for you as well. You can make Siblings Day even more special by buying your brothers or sisters a gift 

card, a gift, or taking them to dinner. On Siblings Day you can give them a call by saying “Happy Siblings 

Day, Wishing you a good one!” or this “Happy Siblings Day! Wishing you was here!” When you see your sib-

lings out somewhere give them a hug or see if they would like to sit down and share some special memories 

about when you were kids. 

National Siblings Day was created by President George W. Bush. President George W. Bush signed a 

presidential message recognizing April 10th as National Sibling’s Day in 2008. President Bill Clinton did the 

same thing like President George W. Bush in 2000. Eighty-eight governors have signed Siblings Day procla-

mations on the state level. Since 1998, the governors of 49 states have officially issued proclamations to recog-

nize Siblings Day in their state, which is very cool. This day is known by two names: National Sibling’s Day 

and Siblings Day. 

Siblings Day is a good/special day for you and your siblings and of course your friends, if they have any 

siblings. If someone you know does not have a sibling they can spend a day with friends many times best 

friends call treat each other like siblings. So on April 10th be sure to celebrate Siblings Day with your siblings 

or with special friends that feel like family. 

Siblings Day 
By Shasta Fetty 



Test Taking Strategies 
By Makenna Pugh 

About 16-20% of school students have moderately high test taking anxiety, while another 18% have high 

test taking anxiety. If you have test taking anxiety, try to use these helpful strategies to calm you down before, 

during, and after a test. The first, and probably the most used and recommended strategy, is to take deep 

breaths for 2-5 minutes. Relaxing your body for those few minutes helps as well. Tense up different muscle 

groups and slowly relax them. Engaging in positive self talk, or trying to explain the anxiety to a teacher, 

counselor, or trustworthy adult could be helpful. 

If the more mental strategies don’t help, you could try some of these more physical strategies and see if 

they help. These strategies help for people who don’t have test taking anxiety as well. Make sure you come 

prepared. Be ready for challenges to come during the test. Be confident, approach the test with confidence in 

yourself, your work, and your intelligence. If you get uncomfortable taking the test in the area you are in, or 

it’s hard to concentrate, ask if you can move to a more comfortable location to take the test. This next tip de-

pends on whether or not the test is timed. Make sure you don’t rush yourself, take your time on the test; if it 

isn’t timed it won’t really matter if it takes you longer than others to finish it. Last but not least, allow yourself 

plenty of time to study before the test. Sometimes if you rush to study the night before the test, you may freak 

out and not be able to remember the content as well as you would if you had given yourself time to study be-

fore hand. 

 At least two of these strategies will help calm you down for M.A.P. testing this year or any testing that 

you need to prepare for mentally and physically. Remember you can also use these before, during, and after 

the test. If you have friends or family members who have test taking anxiety, recommend some of these strate-

gies to help them with their anxiety.  

April Fools’ Day is one of the most light hearted days of the year. This day became popular in the 1700s by 

English pranksters. In 1582, Pope Gregory XIII decided that a new calendar needed to be started and ended up 

changing the new year to January 1st.  Many people did not realize this and continued to it celebrate at the nor-

mal time. These people “became the butt of jokes and hoaxes” which included paper fish placed on their backs 

and being referred to as “poisson d’avil” (April fish). The April fish was “said to symbolize a young, easily 

caught fish and a gullible person.” 

Over the years, many newspaper, radio, and TV stations have participated in the April Fools’ Day tradition 

by fooling their audiences.  “In 1957, British broadcasting Corporation reported that Swiss Farmers experienced 

(continued on page 5) 

April Fools’ Day 
By Bre Saing 
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Earth Day comes around every year on April 22nd.  Do you know why it’s a special day or how it became a 

day? Well, Earth Day marks the anniversary or the start of the environmental movement in 1970. The individ-

ual who created this movement was Gaylord Nelson who was that this time a United States Senator for the 

state of Wisconsin. The day was created because they witnessed a huge oil spill that happened in 1969 in Santa 

Barbra, California. 

The inspiration of Earth Day was inspired by the “student anti-war movement.” Senator Nelson announced 

an idea for a “national teach-in on the environment” to national media. “April 22nd, which fell between spring 

break and final exams, was selected as the date.” The United States Senator, Nelson, realized that if he could 

infuse the energy from the “student anti-war movement” and emerge it to the public consciousness about the 

air and water pollution, it would have forced environmental protection onto the national political agenda. 

Earth Day is basically all about helping the Earth and trying to protect it. We try to help make it better with 

less pollution, less oil spills, etc. April 22, 1970, 20 million Americans had an idea and took it to the streets, 

parks, and auditoriums to demonstrate for a healthy and sustainable environment. They did this in massive 

groups and went coast to coast with rallies so they can get the word out about saving our planet. Many colleges 

and universities organized protest against the deterioration of the environment. A lot of groups had been fight-

ing against pollution such as; factories, oils spills, power plants, raw sewage, pesticides, freeways, toxic 

dumps, the extinction of wildlife, and more stuff related to this issue. 

Earth Day led the creation of the “United States Environmental Protection Agency.” As 1990 approached, 

a group of environmental leaders asked Denis Hayes to organize another campaign. But this time, Earth Day 

went global! It mobilized around two-hundred million people in, 141 countries, and lifted up environmental 

problems to the world stage. Since the issue became global is basically what brought us this day. So, that is 

why and how Earth Day became a special day. 

http://www.earthday.org/about/the-history-of-earth%20day/?gclid=CO2itfuR5dICFdS6wAodIWMK4Q 

 

Earth Day 
By Jamee Fetty 

(Continued April Fools’ Day) 
 

a record of Spaghetti crops and showed footage of people harvesting noodles from Trees, viewers were fooled. 

In 1985, Sports illustrated many of its readers made up an article about a rookie pitcher named Sidd Finch who 

could throw a fastball over 168 mph.” In 1996, Taco Bell duped people by announcing that they had purchased 

Philadelphia’s Liberty Bell and admitted had renamed it “Taco Liberty Bell.”  April Fools’ Day practices in-

clude sending someone on a “Fool’s Errand,” looking for things that don’t exist, playing pranks and trying to 

get people to believe ridiculous things. So on this April 1st people will continue the practice of playing practical 

jokes on each other. While it is not a new tradition it is one that can be a lot of fun if everyone is respectful of 

each other. Have a laughter filled April Fools’ Day! 
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On Monday, August 21 there is going to be a solar eclipse that spans across central Missouri. Other states 

are going to be able to see it, but Mid-Missouri will be the only state that is going to get the full view. Remem-

ber though, looking at the sun with the naked eye can cause a retinal burn which will cause vision problems.  

A solar eclipse is probably the most spectacular thing that any human will get to see in their lifetime. A so-

lar eclipse only comes once in a lifetime, that is why a lot of people may want to take the time to view this 

event. “There is a great deal of interest in watching eclipses, and thousands of astronomers (both amateur and 

professional) travel around the world to observe and photograph these events. The only time that the Sun can 

be viewed safely with the naked eye is during a total eclipse, when the Moon completely covers the disk of the 

Sun. It is never safe to look at a partial or annular phase eclipse, or the partial phase of a total solar eclipse 

without the proper equipment and techniques. Even when 99% of the Sun’s surface (the photosphere) is ob-

scured during the partial phases of a solar eclipse, the remaining crescent Sun is still intense enough to cause a 

retinal burn, even though illumination levels are comparable to twilight” (NASA Eclipse Web site). Remember 

that if you are going to view this spectacular event, you need to observe the proper safety precautions. The 

most common and easiest method would be to buy special glasses that block out almost all sunlight. These al-

low you to look directly at the sun and not be harmed.  

A lot of people are going to be coming to our little town just to see the eclipse. The reason why it is such a 

big deal is because the last time we had a solar eclipse, in Missouri, was back in 1442! That is 575 years! This 

vast time span is one of the many reasons why it is considered so important, because this is a once in a lifetime 

opportunity. A solar eclipse is when the Moon covers the Sun and in certain areas it is completely dark. Here 

in Slater, Missouri, we will have two minutes and forty seconds of complete darkness. 

So, now remember, on Monday, August 21, there is going to be a solar eclipse. It is important to wear or 

follow the safety precautions, so you will not burn your retina and cause damage to your sight while viewing 

the eclipse. This is a once in a lifetime opportunity, just follow the safety precautions and you will surely enjoy 

the eclipse. 

Solar Eclipse 
By Thomas Rafferty 

Junior high track season has just began. This year track is taking junior high many places. The first track 

meet will be on Wednesday, March 29, in Glasgow. This year Ms. Jackman is looking forward to seeing all 

the hard work and effort you put in this season.  Ms. Jackman stated, “I expect everyone to put in 100% ef-

fort.” 

 Other things Ms. Jackman expects as a coach is to work hard, play hard, and have fun with it. Also she 

expects you to always have a positive attitude on and off the track.  She believes you should always exhibit 

good language and behavior on and off the track. The most important thing is to always show good sports-

manship.  

Overall Ms. Jackman wants everyone to have an awesome season.  This years’ junior high track team con-

sist of the following 7th grade boys: Michael Hechavarria,, Griffin Moore, and Ben Carver. The 7th grade girls 

are: Dannon Prysock, Hailey Meyer, and Kenzie Nelson (manager). The 8th grade the boys are: Keegan Zdy-

bel, Zander Whitney, JaKobie Breshears, J.J. Herriford, Logan Arth, Dontae Johnson, and Aden Sample. The 

8th grade girls are: DawnAnn Hager (manager), Kinnley Smith (manager), and Lydia Stephenson.  The Purple 

and Gold News staff wishes the entire junior high track team good luck on the track. 

Junior High Track 
By Hailey Meyer 


