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Executive Director’s Journal 

Dear Colleagues:  

Thank you to the MSSA Professional 

Development Committee for providing 

an informative Fall Meeting program. 

Michael Toth, CEO Learning Sciences 

International, provided us with much 

insight into the role of the district leader 

in reforming our schools with an eye 

toward impacting the outcomes for our 

students.  I heard from several superin-

tendents in attendance comments about the depth of his 

presentation. He also provided some insight following the 

day’s events, into the role school boards play toward support-

ing the proficiency work going on in our schools. Our key-

note speaker at Thursday’s Conference gave all us great in-

sight into the NASA program and it was great to hear this 

from a Maine graduate, Navy Captain Chris Cassidy. As he 

reflected on his career, he gave great credit to his upbringing 

in Maine and the role public schools played in his life.    

At the Fall Meeting, we also named our first Assistant Super-

intendent of the Year, Emil Genest. I can think of no better 

nominee or anyone more deserving.  He was nominated for 

his work in Hampden and the leadership roles he has had over 

a multi-decade career in education.  I was honored to present 

him this award and know he will represent all Maine Assis-

tant Superintendents well.  Congratulations, Emil!  

Although it will be a short session, MSSA has been busy pre-

paring for the upcoming legislative session. There are several 

bills that will impact our work as superintendents including 

clarity in the superintendent transfer process. Although he 

was newly appointed, we were all able to meet our new Act-

ing Commissioner of Education, William Beardsley. He field-

ed questions from superintendents and school board members 

from around the State during a session at the MSMA Confer-

ence.  

In closing, as we continue to work towards proficiency and 

our teacher evaluation pilots, please remember to keep our 

children first, lead with courage, and know how vitally im-

portant your role is to provide the needed leadership to our 

schools and districts.  

Sincerely, 

Susan A. Pratt, MSSA President 

Bits and Pieces…Michael Toth, CEO Learning Sciences In-

ternational, gave a researched based presentation at the 

MSSA Fall Meeting on Establishing the Role of the Superin-

tendent and District Leaders in Evaluation. Click here to 

view slides. With the 2016 election cycle coming right up it 

will be interesting to see how much superintendents of 

schools will be able influence the next program of Federal 

testing. If you attended the MSSA Fall Meeting and didn’t 

complete an Evaluation please fill out and return to me. Be-

ginning in January we will be featuring a page in the News-

letter highlighting Regional Happenings. More information to 

come!!! 

MSMA’s 42nd Annual Fall Conference was held at the Au-

gusta Civic Center on October 22 & 23. The theme of the 

Conference “Stand Up 4 Public Education” was on display 

both days through the wide variety of clinics, presentations 

and speakers. The cadre of  volunteers presenting current 

content through the clinics was heartening and affirming for 

school boards, superintendents and other attendees. 

Meeting Astronaut Chris Cassidy was a great honor for all of 

us. His life story, including his Maine connection, service to 

his country, and his humility was fantastic to experience! To 

keep all of us engaged throughout his wonderfully STEM 

filled talk was impressive! Chief Astronaut Chris Cassidy’s 

“Future Leaders Workshop” with the student board members 

was also a great activity! 

Political pundits Ethan Strimling and Phil Harriman were 

perfect for an Endnote after lunch experience. With just the 

right touch of moderating by Dr. Connie Brown the two pro-

vided their takes on local statewide and national politics re-

lating to public education. Funny, thought provoking and 

helpful providing context to both the past and the future. 

I met recently with Sue Williams and Danette Kerrigan from 

the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards. I 

was so positively moved by their expertise and optimism for 

the profession. If you are a system leader who would wel-

come an ally to align your district resources with perfor-

mance contact them! They can help!  www.nbpts.org/policy 

I attended a MSMA Fall Conference clinic on Maine’s as-

sessment system. The stated purpose of the clinic was to 

“provide an overview of Maine’s assessment system, federal, 

state and local roles and responsibilities in determining what 

students should learn, how they should be taught, how their 

mailto:mssa@msmaweb.com
http://www.msmaweb.com/
http://www.msmaweb.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Toth-presentation-slides.pdf
http://www.msmaweb.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/f-Evaluation.pdf
http://www.nbpts.org/policy
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For a Leader... 

On Our Bookshelf... MSSA Mission Statement 
The Maine School Superintendents Association (MSSA) 

is an organization that is committed to leadership: 

 

Leadership to provide equity, create opportunities for and 

 promote the success of every student; 

Leadership to develop ethical, visionary and competent 

 leaders by 

 Offering professional learning opportunities for 

leaders 

 Promoting community and legislative support for 

education 

 Providing member services 

 

Core Values and Beliefs 

 

We believe members shall: 

  Maintain high expectations for all students, staff  

 and ourselves 

  Advocate for resources essential to student learning 

  Act with integrity and model professional behavior 

  Champion the advancement of public education 

Executive Director’s Journal 

(continued from page 1) 

To Bless the Space 

Between Us 
A Book of Blessings 
By John O’Donohue 

I have been recommending 

the book “To Bless the 

Space Between Us: A Book 

of Blessings” by John 

O’Donohue at Regional 

Meetings this year. I found 

the book to be particularly 

helpful for system leaders 

who find themselves speak-

ing to many groups as part 

of their jobs. Especially at 

times of happiness and sad-

ness this book is a valuable 

resource to help construct 

some words to share. -Bob 

John O’Donohue, Irish 

teacher and poet, has been widely praised for his gift of 

drawing on Celtic spiritual traditions to create words of 

inspiration and wisdom for today. In To Bless the Space 

Between Us, his compelling blend of elegant, poetic lan-

guage and spiritual insight offers readers comfort and en-

couragement on their journeys through life. O’Donohue 

looks at life’s thresholds—getting married, having chil-

dren, starting a new job—and offers invaluable guidelines 

for making the transition from a known, familiar world 

into a new, unmapped territory. Most profoundly, howev-

er, O’Donohue explains “blessing” as a way of life, as a 

lens through which the whole world is transformed. 

Beginning with the January 2016    

issue, there will be a monthly 

“Regional Happenings” section of the 

MSSA Newsletter. 

More information to come! 

Something New... 

learning should be assessed, and how the assessment results 

should be used….”  

After attending the clinic and reflecting on what I heard and 

didn’t hear (specifics about the assessment system) and as a 

representative of Maine’s System Leaders I recommend, with 

the exception of the SAT, we stand down from the Statewide 

Assessment Program this year. I recommend all stakeholders 

be involved in finalizing the State Assessment System for a 

2016-17 implementation. If you have any questions about any 

of my thoughts please contact me.  

Bob Hasson 

http://www.amazon.com/To-Bless-Space-Between-Blessings/dp/0385522274
http://www.amazon.com/To-Bless-Space-Between-Blessings/dp/0385522274
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Snapshots from the 2015 Annual MSSA Fall Meeting 

Emil Genest named                 
2016 MSSA Assistant                

Superintendent of  the Year 

Congratulations to 
Emil Genest,      
Assistant Superin-
tendent, RSU 22, 
Frankfort, Hamp-
den, Newburgh, 
and Winterport, 
recipient of  the 
first Annual  
MSSA Assistant 
Superintendent of  the Year Award. 

MSSA President Susan Pratt and Emil Genest 

Scott Porter, Superintendent, AOS 96 

Superintendents networking and learning with Michael Toth 



Professional Vacancies 

New Superintendent 

Meetings 

AASA News 

 

November 18, 2015 
May 11, 2016 

 
*These meetings are being planned 
to assist individuals beginning their 
superintendency/assistant superin-
tendency or new to the position in 
Maine.  
 
All meetings will run from 9:00 am-
2:00 pm and will be held at Maine 
School Management Association.   
 
A detailed agenda for the November 
18th meeting will be emailed.  We 
hope you will hold these dates on 
your calendar and look forward to 
working with you!  

Maine Indian Education 
Superintendent of Schools 
Position open until a suitable candidate is found 
 
Sanford School Department 
Assistant Superintendent of Schools 
Position open until a suitable candidate is found 
 

For more information on vacancies, please visit 

http://www.msmaweb.com/. 

EVENT VENUE DATE  

MSSA Winter Convocation Sable Oaks, Marriott 
South Portland, ME 

1/14-1/15/16 Save the date! 

AASA National Conference on         
Education 

Phoenix, AZ 2/11-2/13/16 More Info 

2016 Annual MSSA Fall Meeting Augusta Civic Center 
Augusta, ME 

10/26/16 Save the date! 

43rd Annual MSMA Fall Conference Augusta Civic Center 
Augusta, ME 

10/27-10/28/16 Save the date! 

Mark Your Calendar 
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If you have questions about any articles in this newsletter or suggestion for 
improving this publication, please let us know. 

OCTOBER 26, 2015 

AASA to Host First-Ever Superintendents Summit on Person-

alized Learning 

OCTOBER 23, 2015 

National Policy Board Approves Final Professional Standards 

for Educational Leaders 

OCTOBER 19, 2015 

AASA Applauds Long Awaited GAO Report 

OCTOBER 17, 2015 

Domenech Reappointed to Serve on USAC Board 

OCTOBER 01, 2015 

Nine Organizations Join Let’s Move! Active Schools National 

Collaborative 

http://www.msmaweb.com/mssa/job-vacancies/
http://www.msmaweb.com/mssa/job-vacancies/
http://nce.aasa.org/
http://www.aasa.org/content.aspx?id=38289
http://www.aasa.org/content.aspx?id=38289
http://www.aasa.org/content.aspx?id=38283
http://www.aasa.org/content.aspx?id=38283
http://www.aasa.org/content.aspx?id=38258
http://www.aasa.org/content.aspx?id=38252
http://www.aasa.org/content.aspx?id=38182
http://www.aasa.org/content.aspx?id=38182

