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President’s Message 

Many Americans are confused about the Common Core State 

Standards, according to a new poll that finds widespread mis-

perceptions that the academic standards — which cover only 

math and reading — extend to topics such as sex education, 

evolution, global warming and the American Revolution. 

A 55 percent majority said the Common Core covers at least 

two subjects that it does not, according to the survey that Fair-

leigh Dickinson University conducted and funded. Mispercep-

tions were widespread, including among both supporters and 

opponents of the program and peaking among those who say 

they are paying the most attention to the standards. 

The Common Core is a set of guidelines that describe what chil-

dren should learn and be able to do in math and reading from 

kindergarten through 12th grade. It began as a bipartisan, state-

led effort and does not contain classroom curricula: States and 

school districts decide how to teach the skills and knowledge 

that the Common Core describes. 

The poll findings show that advocates for the Common Core 

face a major public relations challenge as they seek to bolster 

support for the national academic standards, which have been 

adopted in more than 40 states but have become a target for 

some conservatives and many parents across the country. 

“People are receiving bad information,” said Blair Mann, a 

spokeswoman for the Collaborative for Student Success, a pro- 

Click here to read the entire article. 

Poll: Widespread 
misperceptions about the 
common core standards 

Administrative Assistant List 
Recently, we requested, and received contact 
information for Superintendent’s Administrative 
Assistants.  We will be using this list to send out 
workshop and conference information as well as 
other notices that may have not been forwarded 
to them in the past.  Please share notices of re-
tirements, new superintendents, or anything you 
feel would be pertinent with MSMA so that we 
may keep our records updated.  Thank you for 
your help in making this happen! 

With ten Superintendents and Dr. Connie 

Brown attending, we had a strong Maine 

presence in San Diego at the National AA-

SA Conference.  Congratulations to Bruce 

Beasley, SAD 15 and Meredith Nadeau, 

Cape Elizabeth, for graduating from the 

first AASA National Superintendent’s Cer-

tification program.  Congratulations also to 

Steve Bailey, AOS 93, for receiving his Superintendent of the 

Year award. 

A highlight of the conference was keynote speaker Dan Heath, 

Senior Fellow at Duke University’s CASE Center and Best-

Selling Author of such books as Switch and Decisive.  Dan in-

troduced four strategies to overcome our biases and irrationali-

ties during decision making: 

Surface Options – Think AND not OR.   

Collect Better Information – Trust the reviews.  Just 

 like on Yelp, read the reviews. 

Don’t Trust Your Gut – Distance yourself from the 

decision. What would I tell my best friend to do?  

If I were replaced, what would my successor do?  

The big picture trumps the emotions of the deci-

sion. 

Deliver Procedural Justice – It’s about the process, not 

just the outcome.   

Dan reminded the gathering that research shows we’re overcon-

fident in our decision making.  We seek out information that 

supports us and downplay information that doesn’t.  Following 

these strategies will enable us all to make better choices. 

At the State Officers Meeting, it was enlightening to hear that 

most states were dealing with the same issues as Maine, Teacher 

Evaluation, SBAC, budget cuts, etc.  While much of the politi-

cal rhetoric is seen as just distracting, there was a strong feeling 

that with the ESEA reauthorization bill being pulled, and unlike-

ly to be reauthorized, it is time to remember that the Federal 

government is only making a 10% contribution to education.  

Our colleague from Minnesota said it best, “There are more 

political answers to education questions than educational an-

swers to educational questions.  It’s time to make that change.” 

Next year’s AASA Conference will be in Phoenix, AZ right 

before February break.  Start planning now on attending the 

conference, and enjoying some time in the sun with colleagues. 

 -Suzanne 

mailto:mssa@msmaweb.com
http://www.msmaweb.com/
http://publicmind.fdu.edu/2015/commoncore/
http://publicmind.fdu.edu/2015/commoncore/
http://www.msmaweb.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/common-core-poll1.pdf
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Thoughts for the Day... 

On Our Bookshelf... 

MSSA Mission Statement 
The Maine School Superintendents Association (MSSA) 

is an organization that is committed to leadership: 

 

 Leadership to provide equity, create opportunities for and 

promote the success of every student; 

Leadership to develop ethical, visionary and competent lead-

ers by 

 Offering professional learning opportunities for 

leaders 

 Promoting community and legislative support for 

education 

 Providing member services 

 A genuine leader is not a searcher for consensus but 

a leader of consensus. 

   ~Martin Luther King, Jr.  

The Teacher Wars:  A History of 

America’s Most Embattled Profession 

By Dana Goldstein 

Teaching is a wildly con-

tentious profession in 

America, one attacked and 

admired in equal measure. 

In The Teacher Wars, a 

rich, lively, and unprece-

dented history of public 

school teaching, Dana 

Goldstein reveals that 

teachers have been similar-

ly embattled for nearly two 

centuries. From the genteel 

founding of the common 

schools movement in the nineteenth century to the 

violent inner-city teacher strikes of the 1960s and 

'70s, from the dispatching of Northeastern women to 

frontier schoolhouses to the founding of Teach for 

America on the Princeton University campus in 1989, 

Goldstein shows that the same issues have continued 

to bedevil us: Who should teach? What should be 

taught? Who should be held accountable for how our 

children learn?  

K-12 students are now learning how to prepare for 

trauma. But at what cost? 

On April 9th, 2009, I saw the bodies of my fellow classmates 

lying lifeless and bloodied in my high school parking lot. 

One was visible through the broken windshield of an over-

turned Jeep. Four others were flung haphazardly across the 

concrete, each waiting for their turn on a stretcher. 

The memory of that day is clear. It would be life-altering—

had it been real. 

"At some point, I stopped pretending and I started actually 

feeling afraid of what was happening," Audrey White, one of 

the sole crash "survivors" from that day, said. "Even though I 

knew it was fake, it still, in the moment, felt traumatizing." 

Audrey played the leading role in "Shattered Dreams," a pro-

gram that seeks to educate students on the perils of drunk 

driving. Played out in high schools throughout Texas, the 

stunt collision is a mixture of morbid morality and tragic 

realism. It’s the way Michael Bay would shoot a PSA: a vis-

ceral reenactment not for the faint of heart, with fake blood, 

mournful eulogies, and a CareFlight helicopter adding to the 

selection of props on set. 

It is tragedy porn, in many respects, but it entails much more 

than extracurricular entertainment. As Zach Zoda, my former 

classmate and Shattered Dreams actor, recalled, "I remember 

my dad describing what it felt like to watch the paramedics 

carefully transfer my body onto the stretcher." 

Schools can’t prepare for the unexpected, but they should 

certainly try. 

Looking back, my high school classes blur, but I remember 

Shattered Dreams. That’s because it did its job—it made me 

never forget. And yet, I still question to this day what pur-

pose that memory served. Why act out traumatic events that 

may never occur? 

Prevention, I keep hearing. Being ready when, and if, tragedy 

hits. The U.S. has become obsessed with rehearsing crises as 

a means of preventing future mistakes. Only now, the prac-

tice is becoming standardized protocol. And this new reality, 

one where false memories prime us to the idea that no place 

is truly safe, is exemplified by active shooter drills popping 

up in schools around the country. 

Proponents argue the more realistic the drill is, the less likely 

students are to feel and act unprepared in a true scenario. Yet 

a growing number of parents and psychologists argue that 

this immersive approach in the country’s schools isn’t justi-

fied by worthy statistics. After all, the chance of any student 

dying in a school-related shooting is one in 2.5 million. 

So, while the debate over how far is too far remains fragile 

ground, what continues to be strikingly underreported is that 

glaring, albeit obvious, question: What does the trauma cur-

riculum actually teach? 

Click here to read the entire article. 

When schools simulate 
mass shootings 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/038553695X/?tag=googhydr-20&hvadid=50490499762&hvpos=1t1&hvexid=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=11623203821267334517&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=e&hvdev=c&ref=pd_sl_9tf12pbjix_e
http://www.amazon.com/dp/038553695X/?tag=googhydr-20&hvadid=50490499762&hvpos=1t1&hvexid=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=11623203821267334517&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=e&hvdev=c&ref=pd_sl_9tf12pbjix_e
http://www.nasponline.org/resources/crisis_safety/Youth_Gun_Violence_Fact_Sheet.pdf
http://www.msmaweb.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/When-schools-simulate-mass-shootings.pdf
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State Legislatures Take Aim on Restraint, Seclusion in Schools 

After years of sometimes-disappointing efforts in Congress, activists—including advocates for people with disabilities—are find-

ing state legislatures fertile ground for fighting against the practice of restraint and seclusion in schools. 

In recent weeks, Virginia lawmakers have voted in favor of regulations that would restrict the behavioral-modification tactics, 

replacing what had been “informational” guidance that placed no mandate on schools.  Other states that have imposed restrictions 

recently include Hawaii, Massachusetts, and Ohio.  More than 20 states have restrictions around restraint and seclusion for all 

students, according to one advocate’s tally. 

“In varying levels, there’s probably some group in every single state working on [restraint and seclusion],” said Eric Buehlmann, 

the deputy executive director for public policy for the National Disability Rights Network in Washington. 

The closest that disability advocates have come to having federal restrictions on restraint and seclusion is a bill that cleared the 

U.S. House of Representatives in 2010.  The legislation bogged down over whether the techniques could be included in a stu-

dent’s individualized education program. 

And with the recent retirements of Sen. Tom Harkin, an Iowa Democrat, and Rep. George Miller, a Democrat from California, 

opponents of restraint and seclusion in schools lost two powerful lawmakers who were aligned with their point of view.  Howev-

er, language from bills proposed by Mr. Harkin and Mr. Miller have made it into state legislation. 

The federal focus is on educating the new Congress members about the issue, Mr. Buehlmann said.  “There’s a whole new crop 

of people who have never thought about this issue before,” he said.  The state-level action has been driven by recent media cover-

age of restraint and seclusion abuses, and older advocacy efforts such as the disability rights network’s “School is Not Supposed 

to Hurt” report, released in 2009. 

Disproportionate Use 

Disability rights groups have seized on the issue of restraint and seclusion because students in special education are most com-

monly subjected to the practices, according to data collected by the U.S. Department of Education's office for civil rights. 

About 12 percent of the nation's public school students receive special education services, but students in special education repre-

sent 75 percent of the students who were physically restrained during the 2011-12 school year, and 58 percent of those who were 

secluded, defined by the Education Department as "involuntary confinement of a student alone in a room or area from which the 

student is physically prevented from leaving." The Education Department distinguishes seclusion from "timeouts," which involve 

monitoring the student in a "non-locked setting" to calm him or her down. 

Since 2000, hospitals and psychiatric institutions have been bound by federal regulations that prohibit restraint and seclusion ex-

cept in emergencies. But public and private schools do not fall under those regulations. A 2009 report from the U.S. Government 

Accountability Office catalogued cases of children in schools who were pinned to the floor, restrained in chairs with leather 

straps, gagged, or placed in seclusion rooms for long periods of time for behaviors such as whistling or slouching.  

As of January, 22 states have "meaningful" laws restricting restraint and seclusion for all students, according to "How Safe Is the 

Schoolhouse," a report authored by Jessica Butler, the congressional affairs coordinator for the Autism National Committee. But 

states have also chosen to restrict only restraint or seclusion, or limit their actions to students with disabilities. 

Virginia's proposed regulations, which would apply to all students, passed the state Senate in January and the state House in Feb-

ruary after gripping testimony from parents and children who had suffered emotional and physical injury after being restrained or 

secluded at school. 

One injured child was Carson Luke, now 14 and in the 7th grade. In 2011, after an outburst in his Chesapeake, Va., school, 

school staff members tried to muscle Carson, then 10, into a seclusion room. Carson, who has autism and attention deficit disor-

der, ended up with broken bones in his hand and foot after they were caught between the door and its frame. His mother, Heather, 

who has shared her son's story with a number of news organizations, told the story again in January to a Virginia Senate educa-

tion subcommittee. 

"We're going to see those meltdowns from time to time, and in all fairness, the special needs children have more of them," said 

Republican Delegate Richard P. "Dickie" Bell, a former high school special education teacher who sponsored the legislation in 

the Virginia House. "But I've always believed there's a better way to manage the students and those behaviors than to lock them 

up and isolate." Ms. Luke, who now lives in Maryland, said she was "absolutely thrilled" about the outcome of the legislation.  

To read the entire article click here. 

http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09719t.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09719t.pdf
http://www.msmaweb.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/opposing-seclusion-in-schools.pdf


Professional Vacancies 

  
If you have questions about any articles in this newsletter or suggestion for improving this 

publication, please let us know. 

You can contact me, MSSA Executive Director Robert Hasson at rhasson@msmaweb.com. 

AASA News 

Islesboro School Department 

Superintendent (Part-time) 

Islesboro, Maine 

Application Deadline: April 1, 2015 

Effective Date: July 1, 2015 

 

RSU 20 

Superintendent of Schools/Principal of High School 

Searsport and Stockton Springs, Maine 

Application Deadline:  March 6, 2015 

Effective Date:  As soon as possible 

 

Brunswick School Department 

Assistant Superintendent 

Brunswick, Maine 

Application Deadline:  March 20, 2015 

Effective Date:  July 1, 2015 

 

 
For complete details on all vacancies, visit 

http://www.msmaweb.com/mssa/job-vacancies/ 

 

EVENT VENUE DATE  

AASA State Leadership Conference Phoenix, AZ 4/30-5/2/15 More Info 

AASA Legislative Advocacy          
Conference 

Washington, D.C. 7/7-7/9/15 More Info 

104th Annual Commissioner’s  
Conference 

Tentative: 
Sunday River, Bethel Maine 

6/28-6/30/15 Save the 
Date! 

Mark Your Calendar 
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AASA Launches New Website Redesign 
 
AASA Members to Discuss Social Media Ben-
efits and Challenges at National Conference 

on Education in San Diego, Join Us! 

Alternative School Breakfast Funding Availa-
ble From AASA Children's Programs Depart-
ment  

 
Significant Funding Available to Support Wi-Fi 
Upgrades in Schools: Request Submission 
Deadline Feb 26, Application Deadline March 
26  

 
AASA Webinar, March 18, 2-3 p.m. ET: IQ 
Tests and Gifted Identification: 100 Years of 
Misconception 
 
AASA Discovery Education "One Idea With": 
Interview With Ken Bain, Executive Director, 
Canadian Association of School System Ad-
ministrators 

mailto:rhasson@msmaweb.com
http://www.msmaweb.com/mssa/job-vacancies/
http://www.aasa.org
http://www.aasa.org
http://listserver.aasa.org/t/113425/13242072/12645/49/
http://listserver.aasa.org/t/113425/13242072/12645/49/
http://listserver.aasa.org/t/113425/13242072/12636/50/
http://listserver.aasa.org/t/113425/13242072/12636/50/
http://listserver.aasa.org/t/113425/13242072/12636/50/
http://listserver.aasa.org/t/113425/13242072/12636/50/
http://listserver.aasa.org/t/113425/13242072/12636/50/
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