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From the Principal’s Desk 

 
Hello Red Raider Nation,  
 
What a great start we have had to the 
2019-2020 school year! We just finished up an 
eventful Homecoming week, and we are ready 
to keep the positive momentum going. We have 
great things happening at Marlette Jr./Sr. High 
and that begins with the professional staff that 
works with our hard-working students on a daily 
basis. Our students are making tremendous 
strides in the classroom, and if the first month of 
school is any indication, this is going to be an 
amazing 2019-2020 school year! 
 
Go Red Raiders! 
 
Marlette Jr./Sr. High Leads the County! 
The scores have been released, and Marlette 
Jr./Sr. High School’s Spring 2019 SAT scores 
rank 1st in Sanilac County and 4th in Sanilac, 
Huron, Tuscola, and Lapeer counties combined! 
Each and every member of our school and 
community played a vital role in our student 
success. Great things happening at MCS! 
 
Parent/Teacher Conferences 
Marlette Jr./Sr. High fall parent/teacher 
conferences are 
scheduled for 
Wednesday, October 
16th from 4:00-8:00 PM 
in the gym.  We are 
hoping for a great 
turnout with 
conversations focused 
on improving the education we provide to all 
students. In advance, the staff and I want to 
thank all of you who plan on attending.  We 
know the school is only as strong as the 
community relations, and we want to keep 
heading in the right direction!  
 

Marlette Community Schools’ App 
We are loving our new app! Stay updated with 
access to real-time sports scores, the daily 
cafeteria menu, news from administrators, 
student stories, and even emergency 
notifications. You can download the app for free 
on both Google Play or the Apple App Store. 
Download for Android: http://bit.ly/2wp1AST 
Download for iPhone: https://apple.co/2QxXUHJ 
 
New Staff 
Denise Bednaryczk; History/ELA Teacher 
Mrs. Bednaryczk is not new to Marlette 
Community Schools, as she was the Class of 
2005 Valedictorian. Mrs. Bednaryczk has taught 
the past 2+ years at Capac Community Schools, 
and now she is excited about bringing her 
talents and skills to Marlette Jr./Sr. High, where 
she will be teaching history and ELA courses. 
We are extremely grateful to be getting a 
teacher of Mrs. Bednaryczk’s caliber to be 
joining our staff. Our students will most definitely 
benefit from her passionate, caring, and 
knowledgeable approach to teaching. We 
welcome Mrs. Bednaryczk to MCS! 
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Career and College Connection:   Michigan 
College Month, College Nights & FAFSA 
Completion 

October is Michigan College Month and our 
school is one of over 300 high schools in 
Michigan 
participating in this statewide initiative. We will 
be hosting special events throughout the 
month specifically for the seniors. All students 
and staff will be encouraged to participate in 
“College Gear Days” by 
wearing college/university 
apparel on designated days 
during October. 
Throughout the month, the 
seniors will have dedicated computer lab time to 
work on college 
applications, complete the FAFSA, and apply for 
scholarships. Plans are being made to celebrate 
the seniors’ accomplishments with 
announcements, games, and giveaways! 
 
Seniors and their parents are strongly 
encouraged to complete the FAFSA 
(Free Application for Federal Student Aid) as 
soon as possible after October 1 
in order to qualify for grants and loans to help 
pay for college. Students will 
receive assistance in completing the student 
sections of their FAFSA during 
computer lab time which leaves only the 
sections for parents to complete after that. Both 
the 
student and a parent needs an FSA ID in order 
to submit the FAFSA. Please contact Mrs. 
Helwig 
or Mr. Lareau, our college adviser, if you have 
questions or need assistance with the FAFSA. 
The month of October is also when students in 
grades 10-12 and their parents have the 
opportunity to attend College Nights in the area. 
These are great opportunities to visit with 
representatives from a variety of Michigan public 
and private colleges and universities, as well 
as military recruiters, and all events are FREE. 
College Nights will be held from 6:00-7:30 PM 
on 
the following dates: 
Sanilac County College Night – October 21 @ 
Sandusky Jr./Sr. High School 
Huron County College Night – October 22 @ 
Bad Axe High School 

Students and parents who attend a “Paying for 
College” session by financial aid staff from SC4 
at the College Night on October 21 will have the 
opportunity to be entered into a drawing for 
two $500 scholarships. The presentations will be 
held at 5:30 or 6:15 PM in the band room at 
Sandusky Jr./Sr. High School. Students and 
parents are encouraged to attend one of these 
sessions. 
 
Student’s are Eager to Achieve 
As we come up to the halfway point of 1st 
marking period, our students are making great 
strides in the classroom. Our teachers are doing 
a marvelous job of planning, facilitating, and 
engaging students in the learning process. It is a 
great time to be a Red Raider! 
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2019 Fall Homecoming 
What a beautiful week Mother Nature provided 
us for the 2019 Homecoming festivities. Good 
times were had by all, and Red Raider spirit was 
everywhere! Below are some pictures from the 
Homecoming festivities. 
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New NHS Inductees 
On September 9th, the Marlette Chapter of the 
National Honor Society conducted their 2019 
Induction Ceremony. It was a wonderful event 
organized by our current NHS members. This 
year’s inductees were Riley Mitchel, Kristen 
Kelly, Mackenzie Chateauvert, Amy Boyne, 
Emma Albertson, Brooke Malloy, Josiah Hagar, 
Matisyn Palmer, Kaylee Young, Ellie Rothrock, 
and Sarah Keyworth. Congratulations to all! 
 

 

 

 
 

Blood Drives 
The National Honor Society hosted a life-saving 
blood drive on September 19th. It was a busy 
day for all, but the students and staff did a 
fabulous job organizing the event. The students 
were able to assist 23 donors throughout the 
day! There will be another drive held on 
December 19th in the high school gym. Any 
student can donate who meets the following 
criteria: is age 17 or older or 16 with parent’s 
permission, weighs a minimum of 110 pounds, 
and has not had a tattoo in the last year. Parents 
are also welcome to donate; they simply need to 
show up between 8:30 and 2:15.  Parents will 
receive priority and be admitted first. 
 
NHS Students Read to Elementary Students 
Martin Luther King, Jr stated,  “Life’s most 
persistent and urgent question is what are you 
doing to help others?” Our Marlette National 
Honors Society (NHS) has started the 
2019-2020 school year with this question in 
mind. At 28 members strong and about 6 weeks 
into the year, our students have spent 150 hours 
and counting helping others. Reading with our 
young Red Raiders at Marlette Elementary, 
coordinating and overseeing our Red Cross 
blood drive, assisting veterans in the community, 
enthusiastically teaching our junior high students 
about program opportunities at our Career 
Center, and the list goes on, these 28 young 
people are loving every minute of giving back to 
our community. So the next time you see these 
awesome students give them a knowing smile of 
encouragement. Their enthusiasm and passion 
for helping others while tackling rigorous 
classes, athletics, after school jobs, and life as 
teenagers should not go unnoticed. These 28 
are our kind humans who are positively 
impacting our future generations.  
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Schuitman Nationally Recognized 
Congratulations to Marlette senior Josie 
Schuitman for being named a semi-finalist in the 
National Merit Scholarship Competition. Josie is 
1 of 16,000 students nationwide to qualify for 
this distinct honor! We are all very proud of you 
Josie! 

 
 
Crase Earns High Honor 
Congratulations to Marlette senior Marissa 
Crase for being named a Commended Student 
in the 2020 National Merit Scholarship Program. 
Marissa is 1 of 34,000 students nationally to 
earn this high honor. We are all very proud of 
your achievements Marissa! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 2019 6 
 
 



 

JH Career Day 
On September 25th, our 7th and 8th grade 
students traveled to the Sanilac County 
Fairgrounds for a Career Day. It was a 
rewarding day for our students as they were 
exposed to countless potential careers. It was 
inspiring and enjoyable to all! 

 

 

 

 
 
Ms. Helwig is Awarded Grant 
Thank You Michigan College Access Network 
for your generous donation to Marlette Jr./Sr. 
High School. Mrs. Helwig and Mr. Lareau were 
able to secure a $5000 grant to continue their 
tremendous work with the building’s 
post-secondary advisory council (PAC). The 
PAC’s mission is to develop a foundation at 
Marlette Community Schools that ensures all 
students have the supports they need to pursue 
their postsecondary goals. Thank you Mrs. 
Helwig and Mr. Lareau for your tireless efforts! 
 
Band Providing Memorable Perfomances 
If you’ve been at a halftime of a home Friday 
night football game, then you have experienced 
a gem of a performance. Great job by Mr. 
Tartalone and all the band members for 
providing us with a wonderful halftime show all 
season long! 
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2018-2019 All State Athletes Honored 
Marlette Sports Boosters presented All-State 
Awards to 2019 graduates at half time of the 
September 27, 2019 football game. Pictured (left 
to right): Rachel Hager (Sports Boosters), Micah 
Hager (football), Riley Ford (cross country/1600 
m run-track), Liz Rohling (400 m run-track), and 
Marissa Anderson (soccer).  

 
 
Cross Country Team Running Strong 
The Cross Country team competed at the 
Portage Invitational on Saturday, October 5, the 
biggest meet in the Midwest. Portage boasts a 
165 team affair, divided into 4 divisions and 
spread over an entire Saturday. Marlette 
competed in the Division 4 races Saturday 
morning, in cool, dry conditions. The Lady 
Raiders made Marlette history with two girls 
medaling in the highly competitive meet. Senior 
Riley Ford (19:20) and Junior Emma Albertson 
(22:25) both medaled, with 4th and 44th places 
respectively. Senior Marissa Crase boasted her 
best finish and time in her 4 years at Portage 
with a season best of 24:30 and 82nd place. 
Junior Olivia Storm and freshman Abby Meyer 
rounded out the scoring with solid performances, 
just off their season bests. For the boys meet, 
senior Blake VanHorn continued his rookie 
season with another personal best, dropping 
almost a minute off of his time. Freshman 
Dakota McCombs ran a solid race and finished 
just off a season best. “The team ran very well 
and we are very happy with their progress this 
season. It was great to see Riley get her 4th 
Portage medal and be able to share the stage 
with Emma to make Marlette CC history. 
Marissa and Blake ran exceptionally well and we 
are happy with their personal bests. Dakota, 
Abby and Olivia are continuing to move in the 
right direction.” commented Coach Titus 

 
 
Athletic Team Updates 
Boys Soccer 
The boys soccer team ended their regular 
season on Wed. Oct 2nd with a win over Durand 
(2-0) but not before they beat Capac on Monday 
Sept. 30th for a GTC League championship. 
The soccer team ends their regular season 
13-6-5 and are preparing for the District 
tournament, which will be hosted by Marlette on 
Oct. 10th (5pm), Oct 14th (5pm) and the final on 
Oct. 17th (5pm). 

 
 
Volleyball 
The girls volleyball season is nearing the end 
with some important league matches coming up. 
The volleyball District tournament is set and the 
Lady Raiders will play Millington in the first 
round on Nov. 4th (6pm) at Vassar. 
 
Cross Country 
The boys and girls cross country teams have 
one more invite at Ubly (Oct. 9th).  After that, 
they begin their end of season meets with the 
league meet on Oct 15th (EPB-Lakers), the 
Thumb Meet of Champions on Oct 19th (Caro) 
and the Regional meet on Oct 26th (Deckerville) 
 
Football 
In week 6, the Raiders played Brown City in the 
bi-annual Pink Out game. It was a tremendous 
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event that brought our two communities together 
for a wonderful cause. With 3 weeks to go in the 
season, the Raiders have one more home game 
on Oct.18 and are away at Capac and Armada. 
 
Athletic Schedule 
Fall sports are in full 
swing, and many teams 
are preparing for the final 
stretch of the season. 
Please check out the Marlette Jr./Sr. High 
Sports Schedule and come out to support our 
athletes! 
 
Title 1/Parent Advisory Committee 
Improving community relations is a high priority 
for the school district. To increase parent 
participation and input within the school district, 
the Title 1/Parent Advisory Committee will meet 
twice during the school year. All parents are 
invited to discuss school happenings, and what 
is being talked about in the community. The 
principal will discuss current ideas being 
implemented, as well as areas of strength and 
weakness throughout the building. After the 
principal’s update, the people of the community 
will have the opportunity to express what they 
see as working and where areas need to be 
improved. The first meeting is scheduled for 
October 23rd at 5:00 PM. The meeting will be 
held in the Jr./Sr. High Media Center. 
 
Homework Club 
We are very pleased to announce the 
continuation of our 
after-school homework 
club sessions for our 
students. Currently, 
homework club is offered 
to any student who 
would like extra 
academic help, Monday 
thru Thursday from 3:15-4:15. This is an 
excellent opportunity to catch up on work or get 
extra guidance from Mr. Barrows (HS students) 
or Mrs. Blatt/Mrs. Bennett (JH students). These 
sessions are Monday thru Friday from 3:15-4:15. 
Please take advantage of these great 
opportunities. 
 
Skyward 
Marlette Community Schools uses Skyward as 
its primary student reporting system. Parents 
and students are able to access their grades 

through the password protected system. This 
year’s progress reports, report cards, and other 
school information will be posted and can be 
viewed through Skyward. If you currently do not 
have access, then contact the school office at 
(989) 635-4946, and we can get you the 
necessary information. 
 
Khan Academy 
Marlette Jr./Sr. High 
School is using Khan 
Academy to assist our 
students in their 
preparation for the SAT 
and PSAT tests. Khan 
Academy is a fantastic 
online resource that has 
data demonstrating its 
effectiveness in improving 
student test scores. Khan Academy is not only 
an “in-school” resource. It is a valuable tool that 
students, in all grade levels, should be 
accessing and progressing through outside of 
the normal school day. Khan Academy is a free 
and proven program that improves test scores. 
Click on the link above to access Khan Academy 
and take advantage of this valuable tool.  
 
Hot Breakfast & Lunch 
Marlette Jr./Sr. High School will continue to offer 
its students nutritious, well-balanced meal 
options. Breakfast will be offered from 7:45-8:10 
a.m. at no cost for students. The lunch schedule 
is split between two separate lunch periods, and 
the cost of a school lunch will be $2.95. Milk 
cartons will be offered at breakfast/lunch times 
for $.40. 
 
Free & Reduced Lunch Forms 
Families are able to complete free or reduced 
meal apps at any time during the year if their 
family situation, job, or financial situation 
changes. If you have not filled one out yet, then 
please do so - even if you 
think you may not be 
eligible. We want to be sure 
that we are providing all 
students with the nutrition 
they need to be successful 
each and every day. 
Applications for free and reduced meals are 
available at each school building and in the 
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District Office.They can also be printed (here) or 
accessed via Skyward for an online application. 
 
OK2SAY 
Marlette Jr./Sr. High School is an OK2SAY 
school. Students can access 
the OK2SAY website to 
confidentially report tips on 
criminal activities or potential 
harm directed at Michigan 
students, school employees, 
or schools. 
 
Red Raider Mall 
The Red Raider Mall is an opportunity for 
students to shop for clothing, personal items, 
and food at no charge. The Mall is open to 
students every Wednesday before & after school 
and during their lunch hours. Students must 
have a signed pass from a teacher to be in the 
mall during class time. Families may come in to 
shop for their students one time during a 
calendar month.The Red Raider Mall is 
sponsored and supported by the Marlette 
community--churches, organizations and local 
businesses. Donations are appreciated and 
accepted.  Clean, new or gently used items 
appropriate for student use are always welcome. 
Please stop by the High School office with 
donations.  We will accept them during business 
hours even if the mall is not open. If you have 
questions or concerns please contact Marlette 
Jr/Sr High School at (989)635-4946.  
 
Senior Pictures Needed 
Senior year is a busy and exciting time. This is a 
reminder that seniors must submit their senior 
pictures to the yearbook. Mr. Barrows would like 
to ensure that every senior be represented in 
this year’s book. In order for this to occur, 
seniors must schedule an appointment with their 
photographer and seniors must have their 
pictures submitted to Mr. Barrows by March 6. 
Seniors, please make arrangements with your 
photographer to make sure your photo is ready 
on time. In most cases, the photographer will 
e-mail an electronic copy of the photo to the 
yearbook staff according to the required 
specifications listed below: 

1. It must be a Color Photo 
2. Type of Pose that is acceptable: Head 

and shoulders only 
3. Please have your photographer submit 

an electronic .jpeg file to 
sbarrows@marletteschools.org 

 
Seniors, failure to submit a photo on time may 
result in the yearbook staff using your class 
composite photo instead of your senior picture. If 
you have any questions, please contact Mr. 
Barrows at sbarrows@marletteschools.org or at 
(989)635-7425 (ext. 44807). 
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